
RESTRICTED 

A/AC.21/SR.12 
23 January 1948 

ENGLISR ONLY 

SUMMARY R!K!ORD OF TBE TUELFTTI: MEETING 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION 

Lake Success, New York 

Monday, 1-g January 1948, 3.00 p.m. 

Present: 

Chairman: Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) 

Members. . Mr. Medina (Bolivia) 

Mr. Federspiel (Denmark) 

Mr. Morgan (Panan7.a) 

Mr. Francisco (Philippines) 

Secretariat: Mr. Bunche (Secretary) 

Mr. Reedman (Senior Economic Advisor) 

Mr. Vigier (Senior Political Advisor) 

CONSIDERATION OF WORKING PAPER ON "ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE COMMISSIOH'S 

wo~.V (~/.0x .21/11.13) 

The CHAIRMAN observed that it would be necessary to appoint a Preparatory 

Economic Commission and to define its relations to the Commission as early 

as possible, in order to facilitate, especially during the -transitional period, 

the performance of the functions proposed in the General Assembly's Resolution. 

Referring to the Resolution, the transitional period was re-defined as 

"the period between the termination of the Mandate and the establishment of 

the independence of the two new states". 

The Commission agreed that the Preparatory Economic Commission would 

consist of two members from states not -epresented on the Palestine Commission 

and one member of the Secretariat. It was not considered desirable or 

necessary to include a member of the Commission as proposed in sub-paragraph I 

of paragraph 3 of Section I of document A/AC.21/17.13. 

It was observed that the Partition Plan had provided that "the Provisional 

Council of Government of each state shall enter into an undertaking with 

respect to Economic Union and Transit...........If by 1 April 1948 the 

Provisional Councils of Government have not entered into the Undertaking, the 

Undertaking shall be put into force by the Commission." The Commission felt 

that the best that could be done in this regard was to do whatever might be 

/possible 
i I 



\)ibj;.;[;eLlj:LC -i;o -jny@n~c~it the recommendation and to report, in case Of failure, to 

i;h!.z: Semr’iiiy c0l.1.11ci1 , 

rLqlo Cl:fiIlr:jQgT submi-tted the names of two experts 17ho might be considered 

:-I, $ JllJ:j:I:i-b:Lt> candidates for the Preparatory lkonomic Commission, namely 

~ii.~ ,, Rnsminslsi (Canada) and i”k , Perez-Guerrero (Venezuela) . 

The !: lcxiiili :;sion felt that it might be useful to consider the -possible 

~~~~~~~i~.~,~,i~ity of eq?ei-i;s from countries with special. experience in the 

o~:~~a~~izai;ion and operation of economic unions such as the Netherlands, Belgium, 

Luxerdsou.s'~ 1 

The name of Professor Christiansen of Denmark and Mr. G. Wood Of 

Mew Zealand 77ere also mentioned for consideration. 

Tile Comalission ~7as informed that there would be little likelihood of 

:‘.;pcyyr:j&r: !- I- i, \>!I:> ne.1.3ice s of Profc ssor Christiansen. 

The C~AIlX~LAM wondered krhether the appointment of two experts from 

13ritish Dominions, if Dir , Perez,-Guerrero were considered as a member of the 

Sc:cretario. t: J migh-t not invite criticism. 

it ?I:::.:; proposed that in conformity with the Provisional Rules of Procedure 

.Ru~c 11) the Secretary-General should be invited to suggest fees and terms 

1-r emlJl-0yXEil-i; of i;h.i: members of the Preparatory Commission for the 

c~~~sidcration of the Comxnissiori. 

It Tras aSreed that inquiry should be made regarding Mr. Rasminslci and 

; Ir. &txz-Guerrero .to determine if they miC;h-t be prepared to serve on the 

r-‘s;:Piiri~.~;(~~ry XcorlolQic C!ommisnion . It was subsequently learned that 

TUT , ~.?~sIK~.T.Is~;~ ~rould j,lot be a&il&le . It T7as consequently aSreed to approach 

Mr . 'i.?i-~TC Z -G?.le rrcyo , The Commission agreed on the proposal. of the Chairman to 

:~~.ppi~i-t Idr ~ Reedmilan, the Senior Economic Advisor, as the third member, 

!.s rc@,rcls the three members on the Joint Economic Board to be appointed 

by tile Ecomomi~ and Social Council, the Chairman suggested that they should 

be cppointed when the work of the Commission b7as well on its way, that is to 

say in the July session of the Economic and Social Council. The proposal tras 

tl.Jl~[‘YL’!) Ve d , 

With reference to the currency arrangements referred to in the second 

pa.ragrajTh of “c ,J!?ecific Problems ” of document A/AC .Zl/W.lj, it was recognized 

that the questions raised were all important but could not be handled before 

the Preparatory Economic Commission had been appointed. As regards the present 

financ id agreements between -i;he Palestine Administration and the 

J.Jnited Ilinp;dom Government, it ~~7as agreed that all such arrangements would be 

~~~ail~b,ined until the new states came into being. 

011 the cLuestion of trans~~ort and communications, it was pointed out 

QEI,‘~ one of dl~ problem- 0 which the Commission would have to consider was that 

of personnel for the operation of the transport and communications services, 
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+he. C~mmissioi~ was -I.n:r~r~d $htjlt the Secretariat was prepaSi,ng pal?ers on this 

subject vhi,cXi trould be submitted to the Commission at a later stage l 

Problems of economic development were next examined. In FPlY to 

questions as to the exact meaning of economic development 14~~ Reedman (Senior 

:Economic Advisor) pointed out that the phrase refer‘red to irrigation schemes, 

land reclamation, etc + Them were in existence various schemes, which 

affected both the Arab and Jewish states and which required additional ,stLldy 

on the spot m 1-b peas agreed that the matter of econ.ornic de~el~pl~~lt ShOdd bC 

dealt with by the Joint Economic Board. ,. ” - : : ‘. , 

As regards the suggested survey of the effect of the partition on ~cter 

and power facilities, it was agreed that thi s work shoul.cl be dane by thr: : 

.Preparatory Economic Commission I 

Tile co~isf;ion next; examined Section :[I1 dealing with the Draft JJndertakLr 

regarding Economic Union and Freedom of Transit. 

It was pointed out that the Commi ssion woulcl. need ,qidnnce ‘on how the’ 

‘Undertaking WOUXCI be put into force by 1 Al~i3.10 ~ 

M, VIGIER (Senior Poli.tical Advisor) called the Commission’s attention 

to the temn “Undertaking” . That temn was intentionally chosen in preference 

to “agreement” because thi s was not to be a bilateral agreement. 

It was agreed that, in the event that the Comm:Lssion ~OLIAI~ it practically 

im-possible to put into effect the Unde~~talcing, the matter would have to be 

referred to the SCCLIY'.I~~;~ Council.. 

Ui.th regard to Section IV, dealing with the allocation and ~icJ;uidx~iOn Of’ 

assets, it was observed that the provisional list of assets subject to 

distribution by the Conmission did not include railway rolling stock am3 

patrol boats which would be needed in the perfo~~~~~~ of hau;bour duties a 

The need. was stressed for the prevention of any f’oz3n of’ abnox%lal 

liquidation disposal or incumbering of the assetti -r of the Palestine Governt~~ent 

as provided in paragraph 2, Section E, Pm-t I of the Partition Plan. Need was 

also indicated f’o3: a formv.la for the equitable &istribution of the assets and 

for the distinct;ion between the property of the United Kin,~clom Government and 

that of the Palestine Administrati.on, 

“CONSIDERATIOJ!J OF kJOIKING PAPER ON ESTABZIXXPIXTJT BY TBE COMMISSION OP TBE 
I 

:FROl!JTIERS OP !JK!3 ARAB Am JIWISH STATFS AND TJ3.3 CITY 03 JERUSAIZX!~l” 

(document A/AC ,21/U* 4,) 

It was pointed out that the Boundary Commission ~would have to redefine 

the boundary between the Arab and Jeprish states in at least fifty instances 

~hcrc the provisional bo~mdary cut across Arab lands and built-up areas 6 

A Boundary Commission of three non-Palestinian members was proposed. 

It was suggested that the personnel of the British organized Survey of PalestinX 

might be recruited to serve the Commission. 

/The Comnis sion 




