
’ L&o Succe~lu, New York 

Wednesday, 21 January 1940, at 11.00 a,m. 

Present: 

Chairman ; 

Members : 

Mr. Lisicky 

I!& (p Medina 

Mr B F’ederspiel 

Mr. Moqan 

Mr, Roxas (Obqerver for Mr.. Francinqo) 

Secretariat: Mr a Bunche 

(Czochosldvakia) 

(l3ol.iv;:l.a~) 

(D(nmark) 

(P:mafilE1) 

(P111.1..ip.pines) 

(Secretary) 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Commission’ 8 attention to the press dispatches 

which had a?paarod in several New Pork netrepapere covering the meeting of the 

previous day, and, in view of the inaccuracy of these dispatches, called for 

an exchange of views on the general subject of the handling of the press e 

The SECRETARY read aloud the above-mentioned dispatches as well ae the 

press release; which had been given out by the Press Qffictir. The lukter WHS 

found ‘by Members to be entirely satisfactory. 
. 

Mr, BARNES (Public Helations Adviser) stated that it wa~3 impoa8ibl.e to 

control precisely what made i’ts way fnto the press, He tho,uught that the best 

procedure to follotJ wan to. give the) press an account of the uubstantive 
‘. 

pro&&s made without indicating any details or ,intimate discussions 1 He 
: 

observed that the’C&irmis~ion tias’ very much in the public eye> and that EIO far 

little Lolid information had been Sivon to the prcis. 3% brdor to counteract 

the resultant impression that the Commission Gras making’ l!Lttle headway he had 

endeavoured ,to indicate to the press what the CommiscJion wa’s attempti.nR to 
, 

accomplish from day to day aB it examined it8 various’ worki’n~’ paper* a 

It was the general view’ that the holding ‘of press conferences would be 

d&.&able.’ ” ,’ ‘. 

Mr, BAR1JES (Public Reiations ,Adviser)’ Qoirnted out that ,if prons ,a 

conferendes were held the Commission would ha+ to ad’opt a ,frank attitu.de a8 

the only workable formula. 
/ At the cmcluslon 



A/AC a 21./SB’. 15 
Page 2 ..: 

At; the conclus-ion of the exchange of vietrs on the tiatter of the prees, 

the CHAIRMAN oummarized the conclufiions as follows: It would bo useful to 

f$va the press as much inf,‘ormatlon as it wae convenient and o,pportuno .to do, 

but ,~roat care had to ‘be ,taken in deciding which material could appropriately . . . . 

be elven out. He. stated that the Commission,, should maintai,? its attitude of 
‘. 

confidence towards the ,Press Officer who woulq, thereby be c .:abled to 

disch.arSe his function with all necessary com.petence. 
: .‘, 

I-t would be preferable not to’,adopt ‘Q rigid .schedule for press 

conferences but rather to hold su’ch’ conferences whenever thure was substantial 

information to give out; decisions to hold press conferences wollld be made 

when such occasions arose. 

DRAFT -~Exx3TIo’N ~~JHvE~!~~D By THE MEiQER PO17 THE PHiLIPPINES (document A/AC s 21J5 : 

Mr. ROiCAS (Philip??j.nfia) informed the Comminslon that Mr, ~~NCISCO, in 

whose place ho was participating as Observer, requested the Cox~iiscion ‘to 

withdraw from its ac;enda for the present meeting the item respecting the 

resolu.tion which Mr, Francisco had submitted. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that although the item in question had been placed on 

.the agenda at the expsoss request of Mr. Francisco, it would now bo removed 

since the latter BO desired, However, he thought that it would be desirable 

in the future to avoid as much as possible having to make last-minute changes 

in the Agenda. Such changes made for an awkward situation as far as the 

pW3S wae concerned,. 

It wae understood that the resolu,tion which Mr. IErancisco had submitted 

would be placed on the Agenda again whenever Mr. Francisco desired that it 

should be e . 
CONSIDEEATION OF WOHKINJG. PAPE@ ON, “E:IXCTIONS TO THX CONSTITUENT ASSEMi%I~% 

TO BE HKLD BY TEE PROVISIONAL., COUNCILS OF GOVE3NMENT ON TFIE BASIS O$, E~CTION 

’ REGULATIONS APPROVlZD ‘BY THl3 COMMISSION” .(Document A/AC :21/W, lo) 

With rofcrence to paragraph 3 ‘of the working paper, it was agreed to ,aek 

the Mandatory ,Fower whether they would be ready to refer to tho Commission any 

request for ,a. change of residence on the part of Jewish or Arab voters in 
.I 

contradiction with’ thl.3 provisions of paragraph 9, Secti,on 13, ,Part I of the 

Assembly resolution n However, this question would be put ,at a later stage of 

the ComLi88iOn ‘3 WOU~C. . . , I ,, :: 

With reference to paragraph 4 of., the working paper,, the CHAI@UN observed 

that the tasks involved. therein, would be given preliminary study by ,that 

Member of the Commission to whom that particular assignment would fall at the 
/ 

time of the general distribution of .taeks among Members. 
.’ 

With reference to paragraph 5$, ,the .question was .rai&d as to ‘whether the ., (_.. 
/ CornmissiOn 



i 

(~CnltniSSiOll WOUld have sufficiobt time to approve the electoral pl-ocsdure 

betwecm Au@tst and October, 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Commission would not he bound to 

postpons work on this task until August; it could be&n in the period precodine 

that t:lme e:tnd; if it was not yet in Palestine at that stal;l,, it cou.l,d work 

with the repr’esontat,ives of political parties of the proposed !jtates here in 

New Ywk or clscwhere. 

With referc~n~e to paragj,aph 6, particularly with ruspcct to the sentence 

reading, “Much will depend on the will. and abilit;v of the Ma.ndatory to 

co-operate with the Commission in this question”, it was aC”@eed that the 

matter would be the subject of one of the questions to be put to .Lhe Mandatory 

Power * 

CONSIDXRATION OP WOIKKNG PAI’lU ON “DP.l?.FTING Cl? DEXXHA.TIC CONSTXIJTIONS, 

IXCLARRTlONS AND Cl’i3 IXE 05’ P!YO’\TSS.i:CNAL GO~~UNl’~!ENTS BY THE CCN%ii’T.T3.ENT 

ASSEMBLIES ” (D ocument A/AC .21./W I 11) 

The CHAIRMAN notod tha-t it would be the obligat-lon of the Commission to 

Iexamine the content;s of the Declaration referred to in .para@aph 2 0.f the 

workiing papor to ensure that the Declaration and particularly Chapters 1. and 2 

.thcreof, were smbodied in the Constitu.tions of the two proposed States; also 

,that the five provisions set out In paragraph 10, Section I! of Part I of the 

Assembly Resolution wore om3odicd in the Corrstitutions, 

The CHAIljMAN also called tha Commission’s at~tontion to the following 

possible situation: that by 1 October it would not be possible for the 

Provisional Governments of the two proposed States to make the Declaration 

in question, or that it would not be possible for the two Constituent 

.Assemblies t,o agree on their rospoctj.ve Constitutions. The Commission should 

foresee such a contingency and give consideration to tho action which could 

be taken in such an eventuall.ty. 

The CHAjRMAN noted that the General Assembly would be in session at that 

time and that the matter could be referred to it. 

CONSIDERATION OF ‘KEK~1\1G PAPEH ON “CONTROL OF LAND RI~:GULATIONS” 

(Document A/AC ,21/W, 8) 

With referonce to paraL;raph 3 of the working paper, the CHAIl+JAlV noted 

that it would bo in the interest of the Jewish Agency to endeavour to show all 

possible tact -In handling the rnattcr concerned e 

.ADI)ITIONl’& WO”I~JlVG p~l3EG TO :BJ; ~BPRRfSD BY THE SEC!ili:TARI.\T 

The SECRBTAFQ indicated that <the Secretariat was preparing furi&r 

working papers on economic matters and on the City of Jer~s~‘lem. 

The meetinC~ rose at 12.45 p.m, -...-Y_U____I_ _Il---.. 


