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SUMMARY BECORB OF THE ElGH'I'EENTH MEETING .:I) .:' i . (, ., 
OF TBE UNITED NATIOl!TS Pf&ESTINE 

’ ‘. coMMIssIoN . ., ", ,.', 

Lake Success, New York 
., 

Thursday, '22 January ~$48, at 3.00 p.m, '. 
,, ,' 

Present: . . 
Chairman: Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) 

Members: Mr. MedSna (Bo:'.: via) 

Mr, Fedbrspiel (Denmark) " 

Mr. Morgan . (Panama) 
: 

Secretaria't : Mr, Bunche (Secretary) 

Mr. Mohn 

CONSIBER4TION OF WORKING PAPER ON "THE CITY OF JERUSALEM" (document 

n/~c.21/w.x7) 

With regard to Section I' of the working paper (International Regime of 

the City of Jerusalem) the CHAIRMAN d?ew the a&ention of members to the 
provision that the City,of Jerusalem would come into existence ,two,months 

after the evacuation of the armed forces of the Mandatory Power haa been. 

completetl, but in any case nut later than 1 October 1948. The assumption 
was that the creation of a special international regime for the City 0% 

Jerusalem would take place on3.y after the evacuation of United Kingdom 

forces from the whole of Palestine. Interim arrangements might have Co be 

' made for the transitional. period, ,. '., ' 
With, reference to Section 2 (Draft,Statute) the SECRETARY ,informe,d the 

Commission that the Trusteeship CounciI's WOX’king Gl3W? OlL*he-C$~y of ,, 

Jerusalem hop@ to,complete its work within the:,next few c:&Z@ ?$;that the 

Trusteeship CounciI~would examine the Draft Statute. for the CitZ of m 1 '~ 
Jerusaiem at the second part of its second session which was to convene..,< 

either, on p February or on 16 ,F,ebruary,~,,~ : ::, .., = ;,'.: : !, : ( 1 .i * . 
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q?he ~E(!R&TAIIY wondered whether the Statute of the City of Jerusalem 

might not be enforced before the Ar,ab and Jewish states were set up. Ha 

suggested that perhaps less opposition would be exerted by the Arabs to an 

international regime in Jerusalem than to the setting up of the ;TetriSh S*a%e, 

SO tllat it might develop t,hat the Statute pf the City of Jerusalem could be 

applied first. /. !’ 
The cEIAII@lAN bel&ed that the, regime of the City as envisaged in the 

recommendations made by the General Assembly was inseparable from the 

setting up of separate Jetishrand Arab, states; and doubted that the 

international regime envisaged could beenforced before partitiqn. His 

own information on the attitude of Arab leaders convinced him that they 

were!. equally opposed to an international Statute for the City of Jerusalem 

and to a separate Jkwish state, &deed, they took the viev that the 

international regime was unnecessary since they’Irere ready in any case to 

guarantee the freedoms it was meant to stifeguard. ‘. 

After some discussion, it was concluded that with the help of an 

international force it might prove easier to establish the new regime for 
,. 

Jerusalem than for the rest of Palestine. 

It was thought that the duration of the transitional period, under 

which the Commission would be responsible for the City of Jerusalem, WOUla 

depend mainly ~tpon the general situation in Palestine. 

With regard to Section 5 (Boundaries) the Commission agreed that the 

delimitation of the boundaries”of the City of Jerusalem was within its 

competence and that the Trusteeship Council could only make suggestions. 

The boundaries of the City of Jerus&m would result from the delimitation 
>’ 

of the bound&y of ‘the Arab state, .” /, 
The S7KXETARY o&erved”‘that the Wench representative in the 

‘. 

Trusteeship Council had given some in&cation that he might’ in-itiate a 

prOpOSa1 to send to Palestine a Commission of .the’Trusteeship Council. tihe 
’ 

Secretary pointed out that it might’be useful to k&e the views of the 

members of the Commission on the sub&c-t,’ so as to be aware ‘of the ,‘c?Jay in _ I. 
which-the Commission would react, should the Trusteeship Council entertain 

a proposal of this nature. 

Wi’bh ‘reference to Section ‘6 (Gbki~enk and &ministration of the ‘., . 
Cft.Y) the Commission took note of the necessity of protecting’ the water 

‘, 

1 
supplylines.’ ’ ” “’ , 

With regard to, the specie4 body envisaged for the administration df 

tk: Ci~g‘dulYi.~~, ti’ie fx%ns~tidn~i ped.od, it wag’ &&i&l, &c th&t the I :: ‘, 
~~~~~m irould be’ appointed at an’early date and there. might be no need 

’ 

f'or a SPecial bp(@ if the Commission came to an”&&eement with the Governor, 
‘.. 

“ .’ ..) 
/whereup?cil 



.whereupon he cc#.d assw?; his’ functl,ons . : : : ;. : :. ;‘. : ’ 

With regard Q, Section 7 (Municipa$il$y’ of. Jerusalem) it 3fas .felt tha! 

the possible resignation of the officials now: in charge;of the Municipality 

might mean that the City would remain without any government. The CcxanisSiO~ 

~70~18, thesg;efore, wish ta “ascertain whether thq present ‘officials ‘would 

remain, and in the case of British officials, whether under the new status 

such officials would be secon@ed by the United Kingdom Government $0 their 

new employment, It would zreq?.&re information on the number of British 

officials in the municip$Lity. and pn the possibilities for their continued 

emplo,ymenC. I ,, ., 

With reference to Section. a (Control, of Tmmigration) the CHAIlJMf47 

observed that the wise course wouJd be .not %o ,provide Pqr .ausy iriigration 

during the short period of transition. 

With reference to Sect;ton .I.0 (,$ec,url%y Measures) the Commission agreed 

that it would be desirable to retain the ,as~vi~es, of as many trained police 

as might wish to continue the discharge .of *heir functi.ons under the new 

Statute, The force now employed consisted of British, Axab and Jewish 

elements, No particular dif$iculty was Co be fore.seen for the ;employment 

09 the Jewish elements under the new Statute, and possibly some of the Arabs - 

The United Kingdom Government, however, had fndioa$ed an un~~illingness to . 
second British constables un$er the new: Statute. With regard to their terms 

of employment, the SECRF,TARY stated that they were recrui~ted in England for 

the Palestine Government by Crown $gantg for -r;lle Coloylies. 1 ’ .’ 

Jn yi?w, of the rzepa far .a police, force, ,$he Commission required 

information on the strength of the police force now in iTerusalem, 

.The desirabil$ly of retaining experienced eJ.ements was emphas.ized by 

Mr. Mohn (Secretariat), who stated that, ofteti several religious ceremonies 

were held simultaneousXg by various communities at the Holy Places, and 
that the P$l.estinlan police had established a special calendar for these 

, which’ comprised 457 diff,eylent ..osremonies in 365 days., He thought that there 
/ / was no set figure f’?r the standing strength of the police force, / 

With regard to SscCion 12 (Economic Union) the CHAIRMAX drew attention 
to the, blast paragr@ph of th@ section w . : ‘. ‘. \ .. 1: I 

. 
No specific provisions ,had been made for ,the City of Jex%sa.lem. in 

I 
I the financ5,al provisions in paragraph 3, Chapter 3, Section C of. Part I :oP’ 

the Assembly resolution (document A/316) ,, : s : : 
t 

It was thought that %he provisions mad: for the Jewish asld Arab States, 

should apply by analogy to the Cjty a? Jerusalem, and it was pointed out 

that the Assembly reso&ution contained clauses whiuh would vrar~mt this ., 
interpretation, ,q%e &xmnission would have to decide what proportion of the 

/general 



* i’&,.i ;; Doub-ts .tJey~~,..,~~Sespgdi w&?&er.: the City’ of Jerusalem, cou3.d. be considered 

a, ,@a;t,,. “9, it. ws WA, gp .for h$‘storica$ and rel$gious reasoaslab:,a,‘sep~~ate 

entity.. ., It ,was suggested tha-t; $ecarrse of i’cs ,ap?eciaJ, status it might not 

be,, able to. ent;er ,iqto finar;lc$a& co~~i.tme%ts Ida fhe’ same way as a State. 111 
this connection the CHAIRMAN stated that the, C!Lty of 3orusal.cm could ‘id”po 

way be considq,ed as a Quqt. rfer~i$oryr.;~ :qtd that Yts status WES clearly 
defined by. the As.sembly resolution, as a. cqpus ~+qaratum Wder ’ a Spoei&l : , .- 
International. Regime. I, :I. ., /’ L. ., a , .., 

After. .& .bz:ief discusqion, ‘,.*. ~h6:Cowlin$,ss$on’~decided to.req.uest the Legal 

Adviser to prepare a pqpes. ,$nd$cating whether’-th4 ff,nan’cial .provisions, .’ 

applicable .t;p .ebe Arab; ,andx Jew$sb ,st@e,s+coilld be cohsidered’as applicable 
also to the City of: Jexqa&em.i ,.L:, : ;, 3:’ :,+” 

With regard to SectQn X3, (Ugly Pl&ces) *he SECmTU$. :>oinLed out,:."' 

,that lairs enacted by,,the. Qthqman Empire fog the Holy Places had remaifie’d in 

@xxx under i&e ,regime. o$. the Mandate ,’ ,They ~ou2.d. retia$sl .in foicce’ after the 
change of regime, unless specificaLly repee1;e.d. .::.,. ‘.:, 1 ,’ 

:’ With reference. to ,, Section, .Lj (RelPgSous Courtir;) the Commission” ,+’ 

envisaged the pogsibil.ity of,maintaining tie predent systelh, and would wish to 
know vho was resppnsible, at present for khe financ$al maintenqce of these 
Courts * T$e CBA1P~:th~ught that, in view of’ partition, the Courts might 

be I, qmoved ,f Tom ,, Jqrusalean, ,.and :aetj~,up re spect~vely irl. : the Arab arkd Jewish 
. . states + $I .~llSWW to .~hj~ki~~s .rai.sed to such ,a solution, he io&ced a I 
wal’p$ng. againS‘k,q..JTt uncongc%OuS ~~naeney.;eo~~."~m~~cme~~~~,~~o~~'thloilgh ~~~~l,f&n". 

:.: .T$E .CBAJ;RMAN~askea,.rnernbers! 0%; the’~CommissLon :tp. give fndiyj.duai ‘. 

. cpnsideaatfoq ta the problem and to present r th&p co~cli.&&s ’ at a’ .*lat&? ‘I 
meeting, ‘\ . . .” ,., I. .,, t, * - !., .‘, .‘. :. 
YlllE,ATIOJTS. Q’Jlrr TH&’ pJf@ss, i.. ‘: 1 , : . . i :,,a, ., ,, 5 : ; .I ’ “t :I’( 

The Commission decided to meet thq..,prea8 cjn the,.f~llx&&zg day.‘af$j”,3d p.m. 

in order ,, $0 accede tq the ‘Fr$sh’, uf the presar to -have , d&x& cbntac-t;; &i&h the 
,Commission~ , I ,’ ‘, ,. ,, : ,,:,.,, ..,, : ‘,, ‘,;,,.V’ ::- . ,.,*,:, : :,. .Y,,‘+ $::’ ” B 

The meetfq rose at 5.00 p,mi *I;,-.‘:\, I: :., .,.4.;;, .o 1 ;,‘. :, .‘ij <, ,:I* ,:: ; I, I’ 
. : ,. . ;, \ ‘r. 1. * ::. ‘,,- *’ ., ,. ) . .:, 7. ., .‘. r’,:, ,,,I’ ” , f 
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