
A/AC.21/SR.2 
12 Janus x94s - 

I 

,t3UMME RECORD OF THE SECOND 64ElET!WG . 

OF THE PAI&sTTm COMMISSION 

Lake Success, New Yor+k 

Saturday, 10 8au-w.q 1.948, ‘at ll.00 aan. 
M 

Present: I. 

Chairman: Mr.. Lisiclcy (Czechoslo-vakia) . 

Members: Mr. de Medina (Boliv5.a) 

MY. Fedorspiel. (Dewk) : 

Mr. Morgan (?anama) I 
Mr. Francisco ,- (PhiXppinos) 

Socrcta+iat: Mr. SoI>olcv (Assistant Socr~tary-G&(eral) 

Mr, Bunche (secretary) 

CONSI~TION OF P&AN OF WORK 68' TlXE COMXIL$3IOrJ 
. 

9%~ CxIAIR.MAN stated <hat it would facilitate the work of,the Commission 

if o&y one working language were us& during the discussions., Ho suggested 

the use of En@&, He asked. if thero'wge aw cbjections to this courser 

Mr. mmsPnL (D ( enmark) stated &at'there wozx?.d be co fibjection as long 

r~ as repr~sent'alives might be allowed to make statem&'& fa the language @their ,> 
choice* if they 'sq dqsired. 

ti. @JR&N (Panama) said that he cotid express l-qimself mdet'effectively if' 

he were allow&l io speak"&x his 016 l&guago. . 
/ 

Mr. MEDIh?&~(Eolivia) sug@sted that ti Snterp&&,cr should be phced a% 

the dfsposal of Mr, MORGAN (Panama) &d when statemon-%s were made in any 

labguage other than l&q$fsh Cherk sho&.d b'e &II officiti i&tsrp~ot&dn~ ,. 
Ichc Rxnmission'agzed ta adopt this procedure. 

Mr. FJ!X@~?IS~IEL (Denmark> was of the oiirioti @at as the dzsc~ssions In 

the C'ommJssion we& to bf; i&ormal, only summary rscords of the discussMa 
, ) 

should be m&e. " '. 

The oZWXETARY informed 

.varbatlm reporters would be 

the Commissio$ that this would be so, but that 

available if the need arose. 
SEmWY to make a brief statement as LO the 

COnmrjSSiOS. 
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The SEmTARY replied that aftor consideration it was thought that the 

most appropriate designation fgr the Commissir\n w0ul.d be "United Nations 

Palestine Commissionl'. 

at the official de&&ion of the Comr&sibn should be 

"!l?he Uqitcd Nations Palestine Commission"'. 

!I!he CHAIRMAN then called t& attention of the members to the "Check List 

of cqrtain tasks incident lx the implementation of the Resolution of the 

GeneraJ. Assembly on Pal.estine" prepared by the Secretariat (document A/AC*21/ *' 
W.1). 

The SllKXETARY p&n-ted oui an omission ihldh had occ&~ed in paragraph 3 (C) 
of the Check List, the words. "Immigration and l.a~~d rogultitions" should be 

added after the word "citizenship" in the last line of that paragr&t. 

The CHAIRMN\J sa%d'the Check L&t was in no swase a rigfd plan of work but 

merely an cnrzrloration of the m&jor problems bef'ore the Commissirlln and open t0 

dlscussicn, ReferrIng to Section B, paragraph 2 of the Check L&t, he 
wonaorod whether the Comm%ssio~~ was bourtd to take 9 Pobruary 1.948 for the date \ 
of the submission of its first periodic morrt4il.y pro,gress ,report to' the 

Security Council, Ho thxxght it,wo+Td,be a more practical method to report on 
the first bf each month, 

., 

3°C ms agrsea that, this p-pceaLro, should be adorn. 
Mr. FIEXERSP~L (Denmark) said he had some doubts concerning the 

int.eq$ataon of paragraph 2 of 8 (4), Part S of $he General &&t&ly!s 
Resolution. Ee won!ered whether +I$& Conr&ssi& was to notify the bec&ity 
Council, &d td take stxch .actinn as it might doem.p&$r, if by A, &&&. ‘&8 
a &ovisional Council bf Government had not beeh selectdd for one of the $tates 

,only', or foi both. He thought the logical?. interpretation of Ghis,pr&ision 
w&s thal the Commission was to notify the Security Councfl if by & April, i$8-- 

a Pro:fis$onal Council of Government had not been sel.e,&ted, or if selec$ed was 

tidble to carry out its functions, for either on? or both oFthe States, 
-. 

The CEiAm agreed with the rcpresentativc of Denmark that this was the 
most logic.aZ interpretatfon of th& provisSon'.' 

Mr. MORGAN (Panama) asked what action the Comctission should-&&e if'.ii'iero 
-, . 3 

2n doubt concerning the interpretation of its terms of reference," 
titer somp discussion' it was agreed that if any“ Serious &oibts'e,rose 

co&ccting t%e interpretation of the terms of reference, the Commission shs$d 

refer the question to the Security COI.&% under whose g&dance the Cmnission 

would,& functioning. 
'. 
The &lUEWAN asked the mcrobers if they had any comments %o'make 012 

Saction A, paxagra?h i, pf the Check List. 

&~'Flt&&SPl3X, (D&x~rk) thought; with rcferance to paragraph (c) that 

the question of the establishment of l'aw cou.&s shotid a&o bo ad&d. 

/The C-tiN 
': 



* ' Fhe CBURMAN~drow~the &$ontiqn of tbg representative of, Danmark to the .,,. 
" fat-b that*this ~~stion:wo~d..~e,incruded in quo&o& r&ati&$ to'thd." ,'- 

&lminlstrojtion. of ju$,~c~, wh.ich;:~& Ii&d u&er i’(h)‘.’ ‘k&ked 'm@bers if . : ., / 
they h&d any 'furthor comments to.make on the other paragraphs of' Sc'ctXdn'A of - '\ ;. ,f, . .I 

_, ;,, 
'..rzZ : 

the Check List, ..I.: ,' "' : ...". " ' 
I,' '&;'3!EDEPsP~L (Do run&r,) thought.that, in'connoction w5th pa&graph m, I.. , " 

(Prep&atSon for.applicatien..oP United Nations Statuto'for the 2i%y of 
Jerusalem) the Commission mighti ask the Workin@; Commit& on'Jertisal6m~~of'the 

'!f?r&tccship Cbuncil.for information on the substa&a of tI& Draft Statute for 
th3 Cii.t~~'Of ~~~Uf~Bl~i~r ,: 

. , ': . ,I. ', * 
. '.!Zh.e (XWJJ3M s,ska& the Secretary.,-& g&Ye a brief"accoumt'of the progress '.. : 

up to dato'.of that f&&t>+, ,, . 1 . 
The SECmTpY informcv3 th~,:nembors OS the.Commissfan *hat.tho .' .' . 

Trusteeshi+ 'CotmciJ. had.sef,up. a"s'ixl;meai%scr"~~rkang CommZttco:to propare a ,. ,: 
draft Statute, to be submitted for the approval of'thc Zt!ustoesk~p Cou3~il at , 
the second part .oi its Second Sess&,i~ qebruary 1948. 

# ' 
This WorkingCommittee 

had boforo'tho 4hristmas‘recoss divided,jnto &XI Working Groups', d'ach charged 
'&th.'draftLng spec:$.fic parts of,$he prel&mLnar$ &Aft St&u&~ Those drafting 
grdiip;S h&d now hinishsd their ~lx&s,,&& $ha'prolSminary '&aft Statute was being 

"'-'dis'cussed,'in the Committoo ,as, a whole., :TF was'ant+c;pated that the fir& draft , ; I' 
Statute would be approved within the next two weeks',' ‘I% 'I-r-&teeship'Council 
at"'c;h&second part: of.'its Second Session Zn.Februr?;ry 194~8’~~otid approve the . ! / 
Statu~a"snd'.~appoint .a, Governor ,for the,.&-cy of Jerus+om. ' 

It was agreed th&.$he Commissiofi ti.gh: lnformaI.ly IX&~'& tho/&airma-n 
'bf thb 4&&ting %mm$.t~ac for .information on thG,,dr+aft S&&e when i%'was 
FinaIl~~cumpidtod,, it br;$ng rmderstood, ,however,'t~t .$e doiii'sslon- could not .._ 
interfarc in any way with the work..o$ the WoTk;in& CommzLttoo. ," ~ *' : 

The CIZAW then asked the membersof,.fhe' Commission'for tholr'vicws on . . I '. . . 2, 
how the work of the Cotission should be div$ddad; I&'&as his'thought that the 
most practicti and effective method would be for each mombor to bo given a 
specific task and to repcrt on his conclusions to the Commission, Decisiotis j 

WodLd, of COU~TSQ, bo made by fhe'Commissfon as a whola. 
Mr. MGKAN~(Pensma) thought the Colllmission would have more power and 

w0tia work mwo aficctively as a group, / 

Mr. ETO~SpBL (Denmark) held Cho v&on that the Commissiov~ should strike a 
middle COUTSB botwoen the proposal of the Chairman and that of Mr. Morgan. 

' Ii"it consiGesed itself in the light of a Cabinet, lt could work effectively 
by al&&g &&xx to submit rocornW?kiatiozzs indiv;tdu&Lly while'making decision1 
jointLy, 

Mr. YRAXISCO (PhiIlppines) suggested that small sub~committoes be set up 
' to repart to a committee of the wholec He enquired whether technical assisfavloe 

/wouXd be a~i1abJ.o 



, 

.I 

I 

would be availQbl&'to, plcmbers .in discharglng,.the,taslrs assigned~them, 
Tho $lK!R$ThY stated. that the Sccr,ctar~at'would.prclvide such tech&al 

assistance as thc+Cbm&.ssbon would require and* that; irrespective of.,whothcr 

or not ind5vidual ttisks we& assignedto Members, the ztcchnical assistance 

would be at the disposal of the Commzission as a wholo. 

"It was th&donsbnsus that individual Members.wou3.d: be >osponsiblo to the 

CommiiqXon' at'& times and that K!.l~taskS~dlschargod would have $0 be 1 

endorsed' bythe.: Co&ni'esion 'as' a,whole. : ; ' .; ,, ' 'f 
:' The clZAEDN$ saied'hs QaS'of*the opinion *hat the Commission should adopt 

some rules of procodurc of its own. He intended to ask the Secretary to., 

prepare '&x.ft~r~os of procedure which could be discus.sed at a later meeting. 

He asked the members if they had any objection to this procedure. 

It w&s&reed that this'proccdure should be adopted. 

The CR&NW proposed that the agenda for the nextemooting should, 

include:‘ (1) Co&ideratibn of the General Assembly-ReeGlution of 

29 November 1947, ed (,2).,Considcration of awt PUZES OP procedure, 
Be ,askcd member*& for their views on.the question of issuing press 

cbI&tiiqucs' , at the eiid of each m&.tt;fng, as the moetlngs of the Commission I 
were to be heid in pyivato,- Mr. FEIBRSP~L (Denmark) was of the op,inion that 
members of the Commission should be extremely cautious rln making: statements 
to the'press. 

Af'tcr~ A short discussion, it was agroed..that for the present tie 
SECIUZTARY would bssue' a'short press release and the question of relations,with , 
the pro& could be. considered furthor at a latermeeting, , ~, 

It was dboidod %hat.no meeting~would be ,hcld on, Monday,. 12 Zanuary, in 
order that tho'membors might. have an opportrxxity to,study the various papers 

connected with the PaXest$nian problem,,,..::. j: 

Tim meeting rose a% 12.45 p+ 
,, 
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