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CONSITHERATION OF PIAN OF WORK OF THE COMMISSION
The CHATRMAN stated that it would facilitate the work of -the Commission
if onl'y one working language were used during the discussn.ons. He suggested
the use of English, He asked 1f thero were awy c'bjecbions to this course,
Mr, FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) stated that there wouid be no nbjection as long
, a8 representatives might be allowed to ﬁlake statements in the language of their
choice, if they so desired. ,‘ ' - "

Mr. MORGAN (Panama,) sald that he could express h;.mself most effectively if
he were allowed to speak in his ovn language. ’

" . MEDINA-(Bolivia) suggested thet an interp e‘ber should be placed at
the disposal of Mr. MORGAN (Penama) a.nc‘t when statements were made in any
language other than English there should be an official interpreta'bion. ‘

The (bnnnlssion sgzeed to adop’c +this proc,edure. '

Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Depmark) was of the ‘opinion that as the discussions in
the Commission werc to be informal, enly summary records of “bhe discussions
should be made. L : S '

The SECRETARY informed the Commission that this would be so, but bha’c
.verbatim reporters would be avallable 1f- the need arose. . ‘

The._ CHAIRMAN- asked the SECRETARY to make a 'brief statemen‘b as to the
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~ The SECRETARY replied that after consideration 1t was thought that the
most appropriate designation far the Commissirn would be "United Nations
Palestine Commission". '
It was agreed that the officlal designation of the Commiss:Lon should be
"The United Natlons Palostine Comn:.ssion". _
- The CHAIRMAN then called the attention of the mombers to the "Check List
of certain tasks incldent to the implementation of the Resolution of the

General Assenbly on Palestine" prepered by the Seewvotariat (document AfAC. 21/
W.1).

The SECRETARY pointed out an cmission which had occurred in paragraph 1 (c)
of the Check List, the words "immigration and land regulations" should be
added after the word "citizenship" in the last line of that paragr@ﬁh. ’

The CHATRMAN said the Check List was in no sense & rigld plan of work bub
merely en enumeration of the major probloms before the Commissinn and open to
discussion. Referring to Section B, paragraph 2 of the Check List , he
wondered whether the Commission was bound to take 9 Pobruary 1948 for the date
of the submission of its first periodic monthly progress :eeport to the
Security Council. Ho thought 1t would be a more practical method ‘bo report on
the first of ecach month,

It was agreed that this procedure should be adopted.

. Mr. FEIERSPIEL (Denmark) said he had some doubts concerning the
interpretati on of paragraph 2 nf B (4), Part I of the General Assembly's
Resolution. He wondered whethex ‘the Commissirn was to notify ‘che Securl’oy
Council, a.nd ‘bo ta.ke such actirn as it might deem proper, if by 1 April 1948
a Provisional Council oi‘ Govornment haé not been selected for one of the States

,only y or Por both. He thought the logical interpretation o:f' this 'DI‘OViSiOIl
was 'that the Conmission was to notify the Security Council if by 1 April 1948
a Provisional Council of Government had not been selected » or if selected was
uneble to carry out its functions, for either one or ‘both of ‘oh@ S‘ba,tes.

~ The CHATIRMAN agraed with “bho ropresema’cive of Denmark 'that this was the
most logical inﬁerpreta‘bn.on of the provision.

Mr. MORGAN (Panama,) asked whet action the Commission should ta,ke 1:f’ i‘b were
in doubt concerning the intevpre"bation of 1ts terms of refercnce.

Af'ber some discussion 1t was agreed that 13‘.’ any serious doubts ‘arose
concerning the interpretatmn of the terms of refx,rencca s the Commisswn should
rcfar the quea‘bion to the Security Council under whose guidance the Commission
wou.’ld be functioning. .

‘The CHATRMAN asked the members lf they had amy comments to ma.ke on
Section A, pacagraph l, of the Check Llst.

Mr., FEDERSPIBL {Dc,nmark) thought with rcferenr*e to paregraph (c) 'hhe:h
the question of the establishment of law courts should also be added.

/The CHAIRMAN
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" The CHAIRMAN-dréw the atten&ion of the representative of Denmark to the

" fact that this question: would be 1ncluded in qnestions rela+ing to the
‘administration of Justice, which was listed under 1. (c) Ho asked members if

they had any further cumments to make on th@ other paragrapho of Scction A of
the Check List, ‘ - : T e

' .- FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) though‘b tha.t, in connection with paragraph VI,
(Preparataon Por application. of United Nabionﬁ St&tute for +the City of .
Jerusalom) the Commission might ask uhe Wbrking Committee on ‘Jorusaleniof the

‘Trusteeship Council for information on the substance of the Draft Statuie for

the Clty of Jeruualem, . : ‘
" The CHATRMAN asked tho Secretavy to give & brief account ‘of the progross
up to date.of that Committee. . C S
The SECRETARY informod the meMbers of the Commission that the
Trustceship Council had- set up- a 91x~member &orking Comm&ttee~to prepare a
draft Statute, to be submitted for the approval of the Trusteesaip Council at
the yecond pert .of its Second Session in February 1948, This Working Committee
had before the Christmas recess divided into two Wbrking Groups, gach charged

“with drefbing specif c. parts of the prelzminary draft Statuﬁe. These drafting
- groups ‘had now finished their tasks and the prollminary draft Statute was belng
" dlscussed in the Committee as & whole. It was an*icipated that the fingl draft

Statute would be epproved within the next two weeks. The Trustoeship Council

at the 'sécond part: of -its Second 69531on in Fébruary l9h8 would approve the

Statute” and eppoint -g Governor For the Cioy of Jbrusalem. ‘ ' ,
It wes agreed that the Commissioh mighx informﬂlly request the Chalrmen

‘of “the Working Committec for information on the draft Stauute when it ves
- finelly compieted, it being unders*ood, however, that the Comm1551on could not

interfere in any way with the work of the Wbrk*ng Committee.

The CHAIRMAN then asked the meMbers of the Commission for thelr views on
how the work of the Commission shou¢d be’ dividod. Tt was his thought that the
most practical and effective method would be for each member to be given a
specific task and to repcrt on his conclusions to the Commisslon. Declsions '
would, of couvso, be made by the Commlssion as a wholao. 7

Mr. MORGAN (Paname) thought the Commission would have more power and
would work more effectively as a group. ’

Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) held the viow that the Commission should striko &

middle course between the propesal of the Chalrman and that of Mr, Morgen.

"If it considered itself in the light of s Cabinet, it could work effectively

by allowing Mewbors to submit recommeniations individuelly while making declsilon
Jointliy.
Mr. FRANCZSOO (Philippines) suggested that small sub-committees be set up

' %o repdrt to a commlittec of the whole. He enquired whether technical asslstance

Jwould be avallable



A/AC. 21/SR 2
Page U4 :

would be available to Members in discharging-the tesks assignod them.

The SECRETARY stated that the Secre’@aria’p; would provide such tgch@iéal
assistance as -the"@bmx.hiésion would reéquire and that, irrespective of. whother
" or not individual tasks were assigned to Members, the technical assistance
would be at the disposal of the Commission as e wholc. _ . N

"It was the consénsus that individual Members would be responsible to the
Comuisgion at all: times and that &1l tasks discharged would have to be
endorsed by the’ Commission as & whole. oo
" Mo CHAIRMAN sald he was'of the opinion that ’che Commission should adopt
some rules of procedurc of its own. He intended to ask the Secretary to -
prepare draft rules of procedure which could be discussed at a later meeting.
He asked the members if they had any obJjection to this procedure.

It was :'agreéd' that th'is“procedure‘ should be adopted.

The ‘CHAIRMAN proposed that the agerida for the next meeting should.
includer (1) Consideration of the General Assenbly Regplution of
29 November 1947, and (2) Cousideration of draft rules of procedure.,

He asked members for their views on the quéstion of issuing press
" . commmiques; at the end of cach méeting, as the meetings of the Commnission
" were to be held in private. Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) was of the opinion that
members of the Commission should bo extremely cautious in making statements
to the press. |

" After a short discussion, it was agreed that for the present the
SECRETARY would issue a short press releasc and the question of relations with
the pross could be comsidered further at a later meeting. . :

It was decided that no mecting would be held on Monday, 12 January, in
order that the members might have an opportunity to study the various papers
comnected with the Paléstinian problem. .

The fiseting rosc at 12.45 =75
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