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Present: ,
Chairman: Mr, LISICKY ‘(Czochbslbvakia)
Members: Mr, Medina (Bolivia)
' Mr, Federspiél o - (Denmark). -
Mr, Morgen (Panama)
Mr. Roxas (Observer for
Mr, Franclsco) (Philippines)

Secretariat; Mr, Sobolev =~ - ‘ "(Assistant Secretary-General )

‘Mr, Bunche © (Secretary)

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT OF THE FIRST MONTHLY REPORT TO THE‘SECURITY ‘
COUNCIL .

At the CHAIRMAN'S request, the SECRETARY read the informal draft
prepared by the Secretariat of the Gommission‘s firsﬁ monthly repert to
the Security Council section by section,

No comment was made on sections 1 and 2, ‘

Mr. SOBOLEV (Aseistant Secretary-General), spealking with reference
to section 3, suggested that the sentence Introducing a gquotatlon, from
the Secretary-General’s speech might not have incbrporated tile most
slgnificant passage from that speech,’which for this purpose would seem
to be the reference to the Security Council, | |

After some discuseion 1Y was declded to delete the qﬁotqtion,

It was decided to re-arrvange the order of several sections in the
following manner: section 3 was to be composed of section 3a as
amended, and the present sectlons 4, 6, and 3b,

- At the CHAIRMAN'S suggestion, it was decided to delete, in section 6b,
the intfoductoryfphrase in the telegram quoted, "TODAY WE RECEIVED FROM
ﬂEAD‘OFrPALESTINE;ARAB HICHER COMMITTEE", as well as the signature,

leaving only the message from the Arab Higher Committee itself,
T e Jrhe OHATRMAN
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N The CHAIRMAN also suggested the addition of the following at the
end of section 6b: ‘ ‘

"The Commission will, at the &ppropriate time, gset forth its
views in a separate document with regerd to the implications of
this refusal by the Arab Higher Committee,"

The view was expressed. that the report should, at this point,
contain a clear statement of what those "implications” were,

It was concluded, however, ﬁhat the Chairments suggestion would
cover the point adequately, _

In the interest of brevity,:it was agreed to delete the second
gentence in section 5, Lo

With reference to section 7, i1t was'suggéstod that the second
sentenoe 1n pardgraph & should be deleted,

The CHAIRMAN observed that the sentence should be kept as ib
was intended that the report should be seen by the general public, but
that the words "soberly imﬁressed" should be replaced by “realizes",

The declslon on this point was postponed

Mr, SOBOLEV (Assistant Secretary«General) pointed out that in

. paragraph (1) of 7b undue emphasis appeared to be placed on the
~ establishment and maintenance of llaison; the first part of that
paragraph might be omitted, o :

It was decided that paragraph (L) would read:

L "Arranging for' the progressive transfer of administrative

_authority from the Mandatory Power to the Commission apd the

;estoblishment of ‘Provisional Councils of Government",

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the words "and superyision of their
aotivities" could be added at the end of that paragraph,

It was further suggested that "supervision of thelr activities
relating to Provisional Councils, might form g separate paragraph, to
which might be -added the present paregraph (iv),

In paragraph (iii),‘"the high command" was ohanged to "their ‘high.
command", and paragraph (vil) was emended to read: maintenanoe of
administration and essential publio services following the te*mination“
of the Mandate',: ‘ ; iy

It was remarked that in section 7c mentiow should be made of the - .
greater responsibility which devolved upon the Commiesion because of the
refusal of the Arab Higher Committes to enter 1nto negotiations with it.

4 It was decided, after a brief discusslon, to insert the following '
passage after the first Sentence in 70.. o j;  L

- "Dowerd this
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"Toward this end the Commission hes established and is
maintaining effective liaison with the Mendatory: Power rand with

the Jewish Agency for Palestine. As previously indicated, the

Commission's initlal effort to establish liaison with the Arab

Higher Committee as well has .been rejected."

After an exchange of views, 1t was declded that the last sentence
in T7c¢ should be re-worded sov as to show tha range of subjects discussed
by the Commission, and that the 1li#t of working papers which originelly ¥y
followed would be cmitted, _ ‘

In the first sentence of section 8, the words "to the work of the
Comnlssion" were deleted. : s ' : , : '

At the CHAIRMAN'!s suggestion it was declded to add, at the end of.
the first paragraph under the sub-heading 1 April 19L8, the followingg
quotation from the Plan of Partition adopted by the Ganefal Assembly:
",..for such action with respect to that State as the Security Council
may deem proper, and to the Secretary-General for communication to the
Members of  the Unilted Nations,"

-There, vas qué.diécqssion concerning the paragraph under the
‘sub-heading 15 May 1948, It was stated that until a final answer from
the Mandatory Power had been received it would not. be clear whether
15 May was the date on which the Mandate es a whole would be terminated,
and also the date on which transfer of adminlstratlve responsibllities
would ‘begin: It was agreed to delete the final phrase, "and transfer
administrative authority in Palestine to the Commission"., As the date of
15 May 1948 aid not appear in the Plan of the CGeneral Assembly, but had
been selected unilaterally by.the Mandatory Power, 1t was declded, for.
the sake of clarity, to use the paragraph, as amended, in the form of & -

. Tootnate. . , , ‘ ‘L . :
The question wasg rai&ed whather, if the Commlssion were unable for
technicel reasons to take over the administration of Palestine by 15 May,
the Mandatory Power would be under lagal oblibation to continue the
Mandate, The general opinion wes, that no such obligation existed, and
that there would be no means of requiring the Mandatory Power to do so.

In reply to a question, the CHAIRMAN stated that the Arabs mlight
attempt to proclaim all of Palestine as an independent Arab State,
whether or not the Commission had assumed responsibllity, inasmuch as
the Arabs refused to recognize the avthority of the Commission,

With reference to section 9, it was decided that all but the firsi
gsentence of paragraph A would be deleted,

Mr. SOBOLEV (Assistant Secretary-Genersl) suggested thet the dates

of the sixth and sixteenth weetings should be given in that sentence.
/This suggestion
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This suggestion was accepted, as well as the CHAIRMAN's suggestian that
the date 1l January 1948 should appear in ‘the first sentence of pamgmph B,
In paragraph B ninor drafting ‘changes were made.’ =

It was decided that paragraph B of section 9 should be followed by the
present section 12, and that paragraph -C should be merged with section 10.
Paragraph C would be re-drafted so as to include s mention of the statement
mads by Mr. Creech-Jones in the House of Commons last December,

The phrase "progressive assumption of authority in'Palestine by the
Commission", contained in paragraph b of section 10, was d-isduSsed. It
was decided to postpone decision concerning its use until answers to certaln
of the questions had been received from the Mandatory Power,

With reference to section 11, the view was expressed that it was
inadvisable to glve the impi‘ession that- the Commission had asked Mr. Shertok
for an account of the sit‘uation in Palestine. Accordingly, it was agrued
to leave oub the second sentence in the first paragraph.

At the suggestion of Mr. SOBOLEV. (Assistant Secretary-General),
it was decided to combine paragraphs a and b, so that’tlle"x:esulti'ng“
paragraph would.read: - "Although from the Jewish viewpoint ‘the Assembly's
solution is a compromise sclution, the Jewish agency fér Pé"vles*tine on
behalf of the Jewish peaople will co-operate in the 1mplemcntaﬁion of
the Assembly's recommendations.”

It wag felt by the Commission that the remainder of section 11
could be considerably abbreviated, ,

The SECRETARY stated that the United Kingdom' delegation had received
replies from the Palestine Goverrment to sone of the 'qtie'stion;s" asked by
the Commission, but that those replies could not be ‘communieated‘to the
Commission until confirmation of these answers from His Majesty 8 Govermnent
in the United Kingdom had been received, '

The mesting rose gt 6,10 p.u.

- . -




