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Presents :
Chairman: My, LISICKY (Czechosloveakia)
Me, Federspiel (Denmerk)
Mr, Medina (Bolivia)
Mrs Morgan (Panama)
Me. Roxas (Observer (Philippines)
. for Mr, Frencisco) | |
Secretariat: Mr. Sobolev {Assistant Secre'barﬁr—Genef‘él)‘

Mr, Bunche (Secretary)

CONSIDFRATION OF MEMORANDUM ON TSTABLISHMENT OF ARMED MILITIA FOR
| THE JEWISH STATE SUBMITTED BY THE JRWISE AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

The CHATRMAN asked the menbers of the Commission for thcir comments
on the memorandum., :

He pointed out thet the preliminary question to be decided was W‘h@ther
it would Ve possible to deal with Mr. Shertok's letter before the
Provisionel Councils of Government were establiuhed.

It was suggested that the Commission would have a clearer picture of the
sltuation and would be in a better position to decilde what course to take
after gotting the opinion of the United Kingdom Covernment. o

The ques tion was radsed whether the Jewlsh Agency for Paleu’cme could
be entrusted with the formation of a militla.

Three possibilitlies were suggesteds

1. . The General Assembly resolution left 1t to the Provisional COUIJ.Cils.:
of Covernment to establish militis; according to that nothing could be '

dons wntll the Provisional Councils had been established, S

2,  The Comnission might consult the Mandatory I?ower on the situétibn .

" in'comnection with the withdraval of British forces, and discuss whether

A "’che bhndatory Power would be in a positian to ausume responsibil,c’by for
_— o . T et n o
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- preventing massacres during fhe inbormeddate period. Sir Alexender
Cadogan had sald that the Mandabory Power was prepared within
reasoneble limits to supply arms %o both sides for defence.

3, In view of the present situation in Palestine, the Commission

might consider calling the attention of the Securi‘by Council to the

possibility of amending the resoluticn in order to pernit the
establishment of armed forces drawm from the populations of the two
areas.

Mr. SOBOLEV (Aspismnt Secretary-General) drew the Commn.vsion's attention
to two facts: ‘

1. The General Assenbly resolu‘cibn clearly envisaged a gradual

tronsfer of power from the Mcz.ndatory Powsr to the Provisional Councils

of Government, If thls were to ba interpreted to mean that the

Provisional Coumcils would assume responsi‘bility fcr thelr respective

territories not all at once 'but sten by step ’ the formal estoblishment

of a militis would follow the organization oi‘ ’che Provioiona.l Councils
of Government.

2. Another situation was crea’cé_& by the pféposdl- of the Mandatory

Power to transfer its authority over the vhole of Palestine to the

Provisional Counclls in one step, That would meon that the

organization of militia wust be undertaken before the Provisional

Councils were set up, because when the Commiseion toock ever the

responsibility it must have at its disposal an armed, organized,

traived militla vhich would be ready to operafe immediately.

The question was raised whether 1t -would be possible to establish an
internal force without the help of an ;Lnternatidml armed force, It was
remarked that according to statements by the United Kingdom Government, ‘the
Arabs would start aggressive action immediately the Jewish Provineial
Council of Govermment was set up, ) _ :

Mr. ®MEOEV (Assistant Secretary-General) proposed thot the question
of an International force should be considered separately from that of an
axmwed militie. The General Assembly resolution provided for +the
recrultment of armed militia. ‘

It was pointed out that according to the plan, the militia would be
under the commond of the Conmission witil the two States were-set up. “The
Comulssion would not be ‘able to exercise that conmand mi.til 15 May;
therefore, if a militia was to be established before that date, 1t would
have to be with the co-operation of the United Kingdom Govermiment., The
Gormission showld take up wi"ch the Mandatox‘y Power the quéstion of setting
up a security force within the Jewlsh and Arab commmnitiss. Mes Shertok's

" request could not be acceded to under the plan as it stood. '
" [The view



A/AC.21L/5R.2L
Page 3

The. view: o expressed “thit.the Cominission's Pirst step should be to
set tp the Provisional Council: ofGovernment’ for the Jewlsh State at once,
while keeping the Arcb Higher Committee fully informed. A military force
could not exist independently, swithout being under the orders of some
political body. ox groupe. ... et v

Mr, . SOBOLEV (Assistont uecretary-Geneml) observed that a securlty
force which would be the responsibility of the Jewish commmity and oubside
the Jurisdiction of the Commigsion weuld. be completely contrary to the plan.
oIt was poluted out that a special .constabulary was already in
exlstence and could be developeds The Commission was responsible for
controlling the situation in Palestine dwring the lmportant transition period
ofter the torminetlon of the Maondate. ' |

It woo observed that certain actlons of the Mandatory Power made 1t
impossible for the Commission to carry out its tosk. . ‘

The Commission agreed to Invite Me, Shertok to attend the next meeting
ond to hear hils views, which it would subsequently discuss. Mi'. Shertok
would then be asked to come to another meeting, at which the Commisslon could
put to him any questions it desired.

CONTINUATION oF CONSIDERATION OF DRAI"'.I‘ OF FIRST WN{I‘HLY REPORT
T0 THE SECURI’.I‘Y COUNCIL

It was -agreed *bhat Section 11 should e redrofted in one paragmph and
considerably abridged. ‘ :

It was agreed that parogrophs a-snd d of Section 12 should be merged into
one poragraph, and thot the word "similar' in poregraph a should be deleted,

A short discuosion took place with regord to Sectlon 13. The opinlon
was expressed that 1t wos winecessary to enter into so much detolil.

Mr. SOBOLELV (Assistant Secretery-General) pointed out thot the report was
likely to be discussed by the uecuri'by Council, and that in that case 1t would
be preferable to keep as closely as possible %o the wording used by the
Mandatcry. Power. ' '

Indparegraph o . "thirty" wves changed to "a number of“ o
In pavagraph e (1), the words "the withdrawal of the Ayab- Legion, the

Trans jordan Frontier Force” were deleteds . -

Congideration of the third paragraph on page 20 ("In addmtion to the
8bOVG . 0. s povEr of the United Nations.") was deferred, as 1% might be
replaced by a further statement by the United Kingdom Government.

Paragraph C on page 2L was redrafted to read es followss
In connection with question (11) on impigration, the Commission

[ s crenyatres ex
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- Sbéerves that the provistbn of the Askenbly*s'iesolution wéghiding the -
evacuation by 1 Tebruary ION8 of' en sred Lo purposces of Tewdeh~ ' B
Ammdgration (paragraph , Section A, Part 1) is addressed directly to'
the Mendatory Power. The Conmipsion 18 aware that  this tate {s the -
© Pirst date mentloned in the Assenbly's & resol ution. ané: thai: d‘uiﬂe :f‘rom
the' substance of the prbvision, somé: specwl significance. i§ be
a‘t’cached to it for this réasdn alone. “On thls account the ‘Cbﬁﬁﬁiébion has
. pu’c considerable emphasis-on tlais ma‘cter in- 1ts discuscions with 'hﬁé |
*Mandatory Power. The Mandatory . Power has assuped the Commission: that 1bs
best endeavowrs, in view of the security. situation in Palestine ,; have = .
.pot made posiible 1ts compliance with this particuler provision of the -
resolution,” ' ’ F ‘
In Section 1l, paragraph a, the socond senténce was amended to" read°
"It has taken. utepu tovard the ectablishment of the lﬁ‘eparatory I}conoch
Comni ss1oNe o ses I o e ‘ ‘ -
Paragraph b was adopted without émendmemt o LR
Parsgraph ¢ was amended to reads:.
"I7ith regard to ‘these and othex important economic questions, the
Commission is progressing towards a more complete definition on the
. basis of which extensive negotiationq will be opene(l with ‘t:he Ma.ndatory
Power. The most urgent of these problems concern the negotiat;:ion of '
contracts to ensure adequate fdod supplies alfter the termination of the
Mandate, the problem of communicatlions services 11 ‘the period after the’
“termination of the Mandate, currency problems and the maintenance of
- continulty of fiscel arrangements.' ' '
The last sentence of Section 15 was amended to reads ' - :
"This matter has not been dealt with in this first Moﬁfhly Report, -
. but wdll be the subJect of a upecial :r'epor‘b to the uocurity Council."
RELATIONS WITH:THE FPRESS - - en o CR - L e
Mr.. BARNES (Public Relations Adv‘:i,ser) made e statement on the “ubjec”c of
the plblication in the newspapers of comments which showed that & mamber of
the Press had had aceess to the draft report. He promiued to givp th@
Comuission -Pullér dnformation -after:- veein@ the | Journal:a t in (luﬁuLiOn.a
The Commissioh’ rose at L. 0 p.m. B P N T ":-r-“; T TR SEARe s
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