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UNI’3CED NATIONS PAltJXSTm COMMISSION 

Socrstariat: Mr e. Scholev .(Amiafunt Secrets.x$-Geneid) 

Mr, Bunch& (secretary) . 

The CBKLEWIV asked l&e membsro 09 the Commission for their comments 1 
on the meximmndwn, 

Ee pointed out that the prolimZnary question to be decified’ was tii;her 

it wo~rld ble possible to deis3. with I@, Shertok’s letter before the ’ ” 

Provis%onaS Councila oP’Government were established. 
It was suggested that the Comni saion would have a cleamr picttie of the 

situa%ion and trotid be in a better position to dec3tde what course TV take 

after &Ming ‘the opinion of the United Kingdom Go~ement, 

The question was raJtsed whether the Jewish Ay?encg $0; Palest&~ could’ ., 
be entrUSted Wid.dJ the fQ?i%m,~f;iOn Of a kidLitiae 

'9lllroe posdbil2Cies WQXO suggested: 

.l, ~ The Genopxl Adsembly resolution left it to the FrovislonaZ ~oumilo ,. ,, ” :, ,’ 
aP Govexnmsnt to esta’bl.lsh rx&Litia; according to that noth$ng cauY.8 b8 
done ~~tij, the i~rov$siona~. councils had been estabJJshedz L”‘- 



pr4yvmt&g massacres during &e inkera&aiake period. Sir Alexanam 

Cadagm had said that ‘bhe EiarrdaCory Power was prepared wct”chin 

reasonable LfmPts lx suppLy arms to both sides for defence& 

3. In view of the present aituatian ?In PaLestine, the Oommicsian 

tight consider caXling $q c&tention qf the,Security Council to the .I 
possibWty of aman&Lng’ th& rosbl.ul&n iti order td permit *‘slhe 

~s~dbXis~.n% OP armed $arce$ drawn from the poptiations 02 the two 

1. The GeneraI Assembly resolutiion clearly envisaged a gradual 

transfer of power from the tidatory Power t&the P11?ovS~Sona3 Councils 
SP. GoYsPnment + xf this were f”o be interpreted to mean that the 
BovisionaX Councils ko$~d~ iyme reap&atbility $r thefr respective 

# 
territories IX& ta1 &, &CQ’ litit stop by s’t~p$ the’ PormaI establishment 

of a tilitia, wou3.d P&&T &lie organizatian OP the ProvisPonixJ. Co~~tls 1’, 
af Governm0lltr : 

, ‘, : 
; -/ 

2. Another aituq,tion was created ‘by the p&po&l of the Mandatory 
Power to t~c’ansfer ita aut?~ority over the whole ol~Pa2e~tine to the 

Prcw3,aional Councfls .in one otep, That would, mean that the 

organization of tilitia must be undertaken before the l?rotisQ~~~~ 

Co~%ciXs were set upl because when the Coa~Iscion took ~var the 
mqyw~bility it mu& have at its diepos&L an armed, orgaized, 

tsail:ed mil.itia Frhich would be ready to operate immediately, 

!The q~M,on was raSoed whether it *wouLd be possible to establish an 

internal force without the hslp of an $nternatSonaJ, armed zi3~ca, Zt was 
remarked that according $o statements by the Unshed Qngdom Government, th6 
Arabs ‘tp0uLl.d start aggressive action immediately the Jewish Prsvincfal. 

Counc23. of Govermmt was set up0 . 
.m?. ‘f$%?,W (Assistant Secretory-Genera) proposed that f&e question 

of an international forcee shotid be considered neparat&y froh that of aa 

amx3d militia, The Genwre,,I Assetibl”y resolution provided for the 
recruitment af med mil~t9a, 

It was pointed out that according to the p&q the militia would.bs 

under the command of the Commission ~ILTIXL. the two Statea were- ,$et up, LThe 

ComanSasion woul,d not be &bZle to exercise that command ,uqt23. 15 May; 

therefore, If a milltla 1~s to be established before that ,date, Pt wou3.d 
hare ta be with the c9wope&tfon of the IM.ted Kingdom Covement,’ The 

GommSssion should take up $‘th .the Mandato$y Power the question al settkng 

Up a WCW~~Y force within the Jawi,8h and Arab cornmnuntlties. ‘Mr, $Nertok’s 

PwI~& cokld not ba acosded to under the pJa.n as it stood. 

/The view 






