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Pregsaent$

k Chairmsns = Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia)
Memberss Mr. Medina (Bolivia)
My, Fedorspiel (Denmark)
Mr. Morgan (Panema)
Mr, Francisco ~ (Philippines) -
" Yecretariat: Mr, Bunche : (Secx'otary_) '

) I.n the absence of the Ohnlrman, the hce-—Chairman, Mr' Msdina (Bolivia)

took Lho chair., -

COMMUNZCAL OM’: 0 THE COMMISSION .

The CHAIRMAN esked Mr, Reedman to make.a report on the question of ‘a
candidate For the Proparatory Lconomic Commigsion to take the place of
Mr, Perez Guerrero, who was nct availsble. .~ & .

My, REEDMAN (Senior Econo'ini”c" Adviser) stated that Mr, Raul Prebisch

had been suggested to him as a very su,itable porson,  Mr, Prebisch, an
Argentlne national, wae i‘ormer’ly Manager of the Central Bank of Argentina:
and had bheen largely responsib]e for the successful organization of that’
bank. Mr. Robert Triffen, Fformerly of the Pederail Reserve Board and ab . | |
present with the International Monotary Fund who had worked with
Mr, Prebisch, spoke very highly of him, : ‘ :
The Comnussmn ine \,ructed Me., Reedm&n Lo get in touch with Mr. Prebisch.
.The S}?CRLTARY 1ni‘o:med Lhe Comm:Lsaion that no reply had yeot been
raceived to the latter addrev sed by the Commission to the United Kingdom
delegation on'27 January (dooumonb ‘A/AC, 21/SR 23) . ' '
The SECRT'I.‘ARY submitted w0 oovmnunicatn.ons which had been received,
one- from ‘the Jewish Agency for Palestine oonoerning alleged activities of
" Theba és‘@u @f@icexz@ eu;g the other fmm tlid’ Chiadiman ‘of . the Association of

GOYE}I‘E?HX?I% g%time pax‘tments Officé?sa Jaruaalem. ' / o
I LRI The - commssion S




A/AC.21/5R.28
Page'2

“ Tﬁe' Cohmiséion requested the Secretary to {transmit these commmioationa
orally to the United Kingdom delegetion for their observations, and to
try to obtain some information concerning the Association of Governuent
Wartime Deperitments officers,

The SECRETARY had recelived 1rom the United I’ingdom delegation a
correction to the mevorandum concerning the sena::.ng to Palestine of an
advance party of the Secretariat (dccument A/ACQ21/8). The last sentence
of paragraph 5 should read: "fgilr 1s situated in an area which 1t is
propoged should form part of the Jewish State,..." ‘

With reference to paragraph I of the communication recelved from the
United Kingdou delegation on 29 Janvary relating to questions pose'd. in
the Commission on various sechi‘i'by.matters s the Sébx"etary nad now been
informed by the United Kingdom delogation that the numbor of rifles stolen
by Acab deserters, which Lad been Jef't blank, was Y71,

CONSIDERATION OF STATEMONTS MADE TO THE COMMISSION BY SIR ALEXANDER CADOGAN
AT ITS TWENDY-SEVENTH ‘MEETING, 30 JANUARY 1948

The CHATRMAN suggested that Sir Alexander Cadogan's replies to the
Commigsion's questions should be. congidered point ‘by pbiﬁt

A short gener’tl discusagion, too}c place, during which it was ramarked
that the crux of the matter was ’ohat the Provismnal Coun cils of Government
could not be established nor militla formed without the co- operation of
the United Kingdom, o . , S ‘

Tt was observed that the essentlal date to be borne in mind was 15 May -
the date on which authority would pass from the Mandatory Power to the
Commission, It was urgent that. the Commlsgslon should consider whether s by .
that'da‘be, it would have been able to establish Provisional Councilg of
Government which would be ready to take over when the Mandate terminated,

- It was unlikely that the Mandatory Power would agree to the formation of
militla prior’ to that date; and it was questlonable whether 1t could
reasonably be asked to do so in view of the number and variety of militéry
forces already in Palestine (Palestine Police, British Army, V’I“ra“ns—Jor'dan
Frontier Force, Areb Legion)}. , ' ! :

It was pomted out that Section B of Part I paragraph ll of the
General Asseumbly resolution did not specifically decree that the Provisional
Councils of Governuent must be set up by 1 April.. L

The Commission proceeded ‘to: consider Sir Alexander Cadogan's replies ..
ohe- by. one, ' I . ‘ | |

With reference to the reply to guestion two, some. doubt was felt &s . .
to whether the attitude ‘of the United. Kingdom-wag tenable in-law, The
State of Palestine would not cease to:sxisty there would mepely be a o
transfer of aiiﬁhbrﬁy'. On ‘the other hand, Government employees might clalm

' ' ' " /that they
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that thoy had signed contracts with the United Kingdom Government and not
with the Palestine Auministration.

Mr, LISICKY took the Chair during the discussion of this question,

The CHATRMAN considered that the solutlon of this problem would depend
on the anewer to the larger question of the means of enforcement and the
establishment of an international force. The United Kingdom Government
maintained its view that the Commlssion could enter into its functlona only
afﬁer tho termlnation of the Mendete, Sir Alexender Cadogen's replies had
made it cloar that there would be no compromlse on this point,

With reference to questlons seven and elght, 1t was emphaslzed that
the Unlted Kingdom Government should be asked not to lssue its directive
to the General Officer Commending without first showing 1t to the Commission,

It was observed that in his reply to question nine, Sir Alexander Cadogan
had clearly refevred to atbtacks against British troops, not against the
area occupled hy them,

It was polnted out that according to the reply to the first question

n Section IIL, a gradual transfer of authority would be affected, beginning
abt the date of the terminatlon of the Mandate, Thore was a conflict
between the terms of the resolution and the interpretation of the
United Kingdom Government., It was the Commission's duty to see that the
torms of the resolution were implemented.

The CHAIRMAN considered that the resolution was not explicilt and thet
the attitude of the United Kingdom Government had been consistent throughout.
They would evacuate their troops graduslly, beginning even before the
termination of the Mandate, On 15 May the responsibility for the areas
from which British forcos had been withdrawn would devolve on the Cormission,
Arveas 8111l ocoupied would be under the authority of the General Officer

Commanding.
It was pointed out that if there were no militia in those &roas the

Comnission would have no means of enforcing its authority.
The SECRETARY observed that the Comulssion hed been told previously

he whole of Palestine would be uader lie euthorliy subJect to the

Hhas b
overriding control of the Genernl Officer Commanding. It now appearsd that

after the termination of the Mandate British troops would romain in certain

areas For Lhe purpose of protecting their withdrawal and lines of

tion, Ib was not clear on whom the responsibility would rest for

comunicea
e maintenance of lew

the ordinary processes of civil administration and th
az occupied by British troops in process of evacuatlon.

and. order 1l arear
The Commisgion requested the Secretary to draft a letter to
I . . £ K - 1,,1 r >D
Sir Alexander Cadogan stating that in its congidered opinion an interval ol
/ two weeks
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two weelks between 1ts afrival in Palestine and ths‘ferminétion of the
Mandate was insufficient. B

The meeting rose at 6,15 p.u,
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