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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE TYENTY-NTITH MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS
‘ ' PATHSTING COMMISSION \ e

LUI\O Success » Now York ‘
'I‘uesday, 3 I‘ebrua:r‘y 1948, at 2,00 p.m,

Pregent:
| Ghairmen:  Mr, LISICKY . (Czechoslovakia)
" Members: Mr. Medina (Bolivie)
Mr, Pederspiel (Denmark)
My, Morgen - (Panama)
Mr. Francisco ' (Philippines)
' ,Secrétariat:: ?\h‘. Bunche (secretary)

, lIn 'Lhe absence of the Chail;man du:c'.ing the first half of the meeting,
the Vice- Chmrman, Mr, MEDINA (Bolivia) toock the Chair,
1.~ CONTINUATION OF CONSIDERATION OF STATEMENTS MADE TO THE. COMMISSION BY

- 8IR ALLXANDER CADOGAN AT ITS 'IWI:I\TCLYmEVE'\I'I‘II MEETING, 30 JANUARY 1948

’Ihe VICE CHAIRMAN invited members to express thelr views upon the replies
givon by Sir Alexlqn.d_er Cedogan to the list.of questions prepared by: the.
Commisswon. ] , , ‘

In connection wilth quest:x.on two, on the Commission's di scharg,e of its
adminlstrative responsibilities, the point wes raised es to vhat the -
reaction of the Mandatory Power .would be if the Conmission decided to proceed
to. Paiestine prior to the two-week peried before the terminatioh of the .
Mandata‘ specified as accep’cable by Sir Alexander Cadogan, Would the
Ma,ndator‘y .Power decide in this case to ‘cerminate the Mandato two weeks ...
after the drriVa:L of the Missmn? The Mandetory Power under the Regolution
of ’che General Assembly, possessed the right to terminate the Mandate at

any dato boi‘ore 1 August 1948 and until the date of the termination oi’

'the Mendate retained full responsibility for the administration of Palestine, .

Thls legal poultion of the Mandatory Power was 1ncontestable, but :f'rom a
practical point of view the Commission felt it most necessary that 1t should
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‘ardivE, {1 @aﬁe‘s’ciﬂé} ar ier then o Ffortuight before the termination of

j the I\'I%nélgtq ) 1946
%: " It vas agreed, ;in ylew of the letter which was to be sent by the

ICommi s51HE £ the mpresentatlve of the Mandatory Power requesting a
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reconsiderafion of the matter, that the Secretary of the Compission should
informally bring the question to the notice of the Mandatory Power. It
wes reslized that if the answer to the letter were in the affirmative
then the question would not arise.

Tt was commented that the reply given to question five indicated that
there would be no objection by the Mandatory Pover to the esteblishment
of the Provisional Councils of Government, ymovmded that they did not
exercise any euthority until the termlnatlon of the Mandate,

In connection with question soven, the Secretary informed the Members
thet the requested’ Information furnished by Mr., Fletcher-Cooke of the
United Kingdom delegation concerning the "Association of Govermnment
War-Time Departmentu Officers" which had sent a telegram to the Commission,
would be 01rculated ' He ‘also told the Members that a more Sp@leLG list
of questions wes being prepered, by the Public Relations Adviser to supplement
question twelve concerning Public Information,. ‘ .

After g short dlscussion 1t was agreed that a latter should be sent
by the Commission to the Mandatoxy Power requestlng that the Directive
referred to in the reply to question thirteen should be mede avallable to
the Commission for consideration and comment before.the finel issuance.,

The Commission could then discuss the terms of the proposed Directlvo with
representatlves of the Manddtory Power and "be better dble Lo evaluate the
reply glven to the guestion, - ° o
' ‘It was clear from'the reply given to question fourteen and the
stetement made by the representetive of the Jowish Agency, that even if
" the Provisionnl Cowicils of ‘Goverrmext could possibly be established by

1 April 1948, 'they would be lneble to function, in view of ‘the announced
policy of the Mandatory Power., The attentlon of the Security Council should
"be drewn to ﬁhis'fact,‘ﬁheréforé, in the Commission's special Report to

the Security Council. - : S B o

Durlng the discussion of questlon fifteen the suggestion was made that
the govermmental persohnel of the present adninistration of Palestire might
be retained after the termination of the Mandete. The Secretary informed
the Commission thst ‘a- working paper would shortly be evailable vhich had a

“bearing on this subject ‘as 1t @eéalt with financiel commitments which' were

at presemt belng made’ by the Palestine Government and vhich yould contlnue

after the- terminatlon of the Mandefe, Consideration of the ﬁwo rel&ted

- questions might therefore bé considered later. A.work:ng paper was also‘

beilng prepared on the légal ‘aspects of the question ralsed bty the » |

7*renresenta$ive of the United Klngdom concernlng the Postal. Unlon in Palestlne.
e ’ S S . iiJa. DISCUSSION
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2, DISCUSSION ON THE SENDING OF AN ADVANCE PARTY OF MEMBERS:OF THE

SECRETARIAT TO PALESTINE " ‘ = ‘ o Tl e

The Commigsion disedssed the advissbility of sending a smell advence -
party of members of tHE Secréteriet to Palestine prior to the arrival of -
the Cormission, The opinion was expressed that no amnouncement should be
mede concerning the advance perty, nor should the advance . harty proceed to
Polestine until the decision of the Sceurity Council wes known on that
part of the Commission's speciel report $o the Council concerning the
establishment of an international force to implement the plan of partition,
Military observers, however, might be.sent to report on events in Pelestine
for the benefit of giving the Security Council knowledge of the type of
military forces necessary., The recormendation to send such militery observers
might be included in the specisl report of the Commission to the
Security Council,

After some discussion, however, the Commisslion decided that the sending
of the advance party was of urgent concern, that it could not await the
decision of the Security Council on the Commission's speclal report end
the Commission's decision to send an advance party to Palestine should be
mede public, The advance party should therefore proceed to Palestine as
quickly as possible. A& military observer responsible solely to he
Commission, would accompeny the advence perty to eneble the Commission to
gain more complete information on the defence aspects of the situation in
Palestine, As to the functions and dutiles of the advance party, the
Secretarist would draw up a draft memorandum containing suggested duties
which could be dlscussed by the Commission at a later meeting. The
Secretariat would also draw up & list of candidates who would be qualified
to accompany the advance party in the capacity of military observers. The
. maximum number of ﬁersonnel in the advance perty was placed at four of five.
3, CONSIDERATION OF [ME IETTER TO BE SENT BY THE COMMISSION TO THE

RETRESENTATIVE OF THE MANDATORY POWER REQUESTING THRE MANDATORY TOWER

TO RECONSIDER ITS DECISION TO ALLOW THE COMMISSION T0 ENIER PALESTINE

ONLY TWO VERKS BEFPORE THE TERMINATION OF THE MANDATL

Of the two draft texts prepered by the Secreteriat, the Commission
decided to teke the shorter of the two es a basls for discussion, This
text was asmended as Lollows: the 1atter'part of the first paragraph on
page 2 begimming "the proposal of your Govermment . . . and the phrase
"the Commission is convinced that" of the first semtence of the second
peragraph were deleted; after the second sentence of paragreph 2, of page 2,
the last paragroph on page 3 of the longer draft was inserted; the words
"In consequence” at the beginning of the third sentence of paragreph 2

[vere deleted
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were deleted and replaced by-'Under the proposed policy of the M@nﬁ&tory;
Power"; the words "the Coumlssion” at the beg'mning -t pevegreph 3 on -
pege 2 vere deleted and replaced by the following text: "For these reasons
the Commission does not find sat;t:_s.i"act_oxj‘y the. puggestion that the Commission
should not come. to Palestine until a.pproximdte]\.‘y'-a.-frz‘art'night before tﬁé
termination of the Mendate end", ‘
%, FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION T .

In view of the urgency of preparing the speclal report of the Coxmnission
_tp 'bl“_;g—a ,\,“,‘Secuztity Council, it was decicled thet the Commission should hold,..
as far as possible, two meetings each day. *

The meeting rose at 6.00 -p.m. -
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