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UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSIOti 

SWmY Rl?,COD OF m TKEVY-IXRST MEETIl.~G 

tike Success, New York 
1 Thursday, 5 February 1948, at 2.00 p,m. 

Present: 

Chair*man: Mr, LISSCI& (Czechoslovakia) 

Members: Mr. Medlna (Bolivia) 

Mr, R3derspicl (Denmark) 

Mr, Morgan ( Panama ) 

Mr, Rrancisco (Philippines) 

Secretariat: Mr, Bunche (Secretary ) 

Mr. lieedlnan (Senior Economic Adviser) 

In the absence of the Shaixman; the Vice-Chai&an, Mr. Medina (Bolivia) 

took the Chair, 

COMMUNICATIONS TO TEE COMMISSION 

At the 'cHAIXM.KiV's request? the SECRETARY stated that the documents 

distributed to the Commission that day includkd a communication from the ,' .., 
United Kingdom delegation, containing answera to questions regarding food 

supplies In Palestine, Early action on !hat subject by the Commission ,.. .' 
was necessary, A communication from the Uni.ted Kingdom delegation on the 

question of security, a workinG paper on policy regarding the continuance 

in service of employees of the Palestine Government, and a report by , 
&, '$'rancisco (Philippines) on the subject of militia had, also been 

'distributkd. Several communications from the United Kixdom de,leGat$on . . 
in'answer 'Co the Commissiongs letter of 27 January were in the process of : ,6 ' 

"' " &ep*oduotion. 
He then ream a brief statement with regard to ihe smuggling of axms 

./‘e,. ,, 

which had been omitted'from the last paragraph of the daily news summary ,’ 
NO’. 8. 

CiiSJD~+ION OF !&!I ANStm TO Q&STIONS I3 {lo) AND (11) COr\pmrrvl-ia IN A, ,' 
KINGDOM DElXG+TION 

CC&WC Advisor) called the attiention of the 



.., 
A/Ati.2i/SR.31, 
Puge 2. 

then read the answer of the United Kingdom del.eGation to question 11, 

Paragraph (b ) of that answer, in his opinion, contained a warning to the 

Commission that its responsibilities in the matter beGall at once, ** 
preparations would be required if the procurement of the food auPPlY 

were to continue without interruption after the texmiriation of the pandate, 

Paragraph (c ), he thought p contained an invitation $0 the cO~~lif3SiOll t0 

come to an ar+a,~~~eme~~t with the United Kingdom Governm911t9 which ms, in 

SOme measme, prepared to co-operate with the Commiae~on. Ke sLl~&%tea 

that an ayrangement might be made whereby the United Ifi.nGdom Government, 
* 

after the t&mj.nation of &s Mandate, would &C% for the CommioaiOn 111 

procuring supplies, on the understanding that the Commission a.ssumed. full 

financiil ‘responsibili&. If such an arrangement 6ore impossible, the 

Commission would hqve ,to find means of financing; food procurement; the 

procurement itself migqt, in that case, be effected by a croup of importers 

in Palestine, 

It was syggested that the question of procukng food. supplies mi&t 

be raised duylirg discussion with the United Kingdom delegation on the 

continuation ‘of’ admini&rative services I 

‘, The C!EILlm&W agreed that this could be done. It would al.so be 

necessary? in view of the urgency of the situation, to send a representative 

to London So confer with ‘the Mitiistry of Food, as the United Kingdom 

deleGat ion suGgested, 

The SECRETARY called attention to the fact that food was already 
reported to be scarce 9n some parts of. PaleDtine, and that the situation 

might well become Grave after the tkmination of the &ndate. 

It was decided that a member ‘of the Secretariat ehould be desiGnat& 
to confer with the Ministry of Food in London0 

COYS~DEi?ATLOX CT’ m &@ti~PKiKIU24 ON ACTS’ &F AG@aSS-j--PJ SU&QTT-&a B’y TIa 

SEFIISH AGENCY FCR ,PALEST.ZNE 

,The CMDM dmxrved that the request of the Je~Lsh Agency for’ 
Palest iae ‘that. ‘its mtimorandum %x-i acti of a&&saion should be t&ngmitted 

by 6he COmmissi6n t.6 ‘the Security Cotincii could not be Q:ynn-ted, ‘guch an 

. action might ‘imply endorsement of the mem&md.um. Cerbain po&ions of 

the memorandum, however, could be used in the pyeparation of the Cojmission’e 

s%ecial report to the Security Cotrncil.; The memuranduln, in -the main, 
confirmed facts which Wetie generally known and arrived at c&clusidnb already 
accepted by the Commission. The new element in the memoI-andum was its 
ewhasie On the operi’ defi&ce df the &&era1 issembly Is decision ,by ‘.&ab 
States, which amOU.Iltea t6 an’ atteti& to &ltei’ that’ decision, ‘., me’ sagested 

alat the sPbcia1 rePo3t ehould’ Wkkain a,mention of that defiance, the 
*‘:I ; 1%. I” ,,. I~.,’ /whole ‘ex’&l& 



whole &tent b$ wh$ch was .unknown,. ,. 8 _., . ;’ 

The que.StiOn Y&S trafSed whether the .Comra;ission could ac,cept, the facts 

adduced in the memorandum without a previous invest$gation of them, The- .,’ 
'evidence presented in t&8 memorandum was no bettq than.hearsaY, If a ..a.. , 
?PY of the memorandum were. transmitted $0 the Ax?IJ Hi&her Committe.e, and .I_ 
if that Committee corroboyated some of. the statements it con@ined, the 
document :oould be cited as proof, Unless that were done,..,it could not 
be used as a basis for .the special report, ,. : 

The View w&8 expressed tha? the facts cited. in the memorsqdum had 

been reported in the Press, and include6 official statements and resolutions. I 
Submission of the memorandum to the Arab E$hsr Committee would mean the _ 
reopening of .a controversy which had been settled by,the decision of the 

General Assembly, _ - ,,. ., 

The CHAlRMAN remarked that the main fact stressed .in $he memorandum 

was Arab resistance. to the General Assemblyrs reeolution, ,That fact was 

c ornnofi~ knowledge,. ,The special report pould. contain a reference to the 

known fact that open defiance had been expressed by the Arab States. . 
He agreed. with.the suggeqtion that ths report should mention the fact 

that the important decisiona, of .the, Mandatory ‘Power with respect to the 

opening of a~port for immigrat$oni the te-rmination of the Mandate, and 

the date onwhich the Commission would arrive in Palestine had all been 

prompted by.the insecurity.caused by the attitude of the Arabs. 

,. Zt was, agreed that the Commission, would reply to the JewIsF ,&ency 

for. Palestine that it was unable to transmit~~its memorand.um. to the 

.SecOrity Council, but that the Jewish Agency itself was free to ask the 

Seore&qy4%nsral to do so under Article 39 of the Charter; moreover, some 

of the facts contained in the memorandum would be used by .the Cpmmission 

in the prgparatton of its special report to the Security Council, 
’ The SXRET~Y~ suggested that, in order. to make the body of. the, 

special report clear: and. concise, it might be advisable, while deali%’ 

with the ,guestions:~ of security and Arab ,resistance in the report itself, 
.to cite facts presented by the.United Kingdom delegation and by %he Jewish 

&mcy for Palest,ine in an annex tq the report, 

This ‘suggestion ‘was accepted, ! 
At this: point I&, X,$&&y @zechoslovak,i,a); tpok the Chair. ;. 

CONS~mTION, OF AN INFOIWL @EMOPA.ND~, .OpS ;$C& pP@=S OF ,aa;E: JW&E 

‘PABTY93~VISIT ‘,i 
. .The cm- ,c,eJled t$e +attention.. of: the Commission to a memorandum 

.’ p%pazMi by the Searetariat on the purposes of the advance PVtY’s visit 

to’Ya&mti~ei : ; 

/ After a 



After a brief discussion, it wag, agreed that Items 2 and b-of thz 

memorandum cc$J&be dgcus8ea by the. Commissiqn~s Secretariat representative I 
In London, yhlPe ‘Item 14, could be discussed here. An analysis of the. 
remaining items showed thatpersons with economic, administrative, mJ2itary 

.’ and pol~$t,Jpal experience woUld be required. . . 

. . . . ,I&.:wss...$ecided t;hat the advance party might consist of, six’ experts: 
.two :wonomists, two administrators, and two political experts, one of 
whom should have military experience. One economist.who,would deal with 

the que,etion of the fo& supply,, and one administrative expert might first 
.: ,. go to London, and at .a :&tar date Join ,the other four members of the 

advance:. party in Palestine , : . :’ ! 
The. SECRETARY expressed fhe hope that the, advance party woU1.L be 

permitted to do its work’in Palestine unimpeded, 

The CHAIRMAN 1nstrUcted the Secretary to appoint the members of the 
party, to make arrangements for their IlepartUre, andto inform the 
Mandatory Power, which had alreqdy ‘given its .agreement in principle, of 
the intended steps, ..,, 

CONSIDERATION OF WCRKING PAPERS ON “QUEST,ICNS COXCFRNING PUBLIC INFORMATION 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES” (A/AC. 21/W. 24);.AND “RaTIONS BETWEE TEE UNITED 
NATIONS PALESTINE COMXI~~ICN AND TBE SECU~~ITY CO’JNCIL” (A/AC ..21/k25) 

After a brief discussion, it, was decided that the Secretariat, under 
the supervIsion of Mr, Medina (Bolivia), should start negotiations 
concerning public information services and facilities, on ‘an. informal 
basisi with the United Kingdom Government, The question needed careful , 
consideration, owing to the heavy financial responsibilities involved, 

1 It was. also agreed that negotiations should be opened with the United States’ 
.aUt.horities for the purchese of radio equipment, 

The Commission took note of working Paper A/AC,2l/W.25, 
ERELIMINARII: DISCiBSION OF !!XE SPECIAL REPCRT TO TRE SECURITJ’ COUJ?CIL 

There was,, an exchan@ of views as ,to the best manner of presenting the 
! report to the Security Council, @ was s,Uggested that the report should be 

I’ based, exclusively on sub-paragraph (c) of the Preamble to,, the resolution 
of the General Assembly, On the other hand,. the proposal was made that 
the report should be based on the three points in the resolution set forth 
Under sub-paragraphs (a), (b) and (0) of, the said Preamble. 

The CHAIRMAN ,agreed on the:, importance : of pointing out to the 
Security Council the need for taking measures, but did not consider it 

“vieable to speq$fy what. tahqm measures ~should ,be, Only the Security 

wil was empowered, to decShe on what grounds it, would base its decision, 

/The SE&ETARY ,, 



A/AC,21/SRJl 
Page 5 

The SXC!R~~Y pointed out that if emphasis were laid on any one of 

these particular points, it might be interpreted as a prejudgment by the 
Commission of decisions to be taken by the Security Council. The 

Commission should not give guidance to the Security Council and should 

avoid giving the impression that It was in any wx~y im,pinging on the 4 
authority: of the Security Council. 

The opinion was expressed that, as the Commission was entrueted with 

carrying out the rerjolution of the General Assembly on the partition of 

Palest&, it had a right to indicate tp the Security Council what 

meauures it should take to implement that decision. 

Mr. STKVROPOULOS (Senior Local Adviser) expressed the opinion that the 

Commission should not present any arguments to the Security Counc11, but 
should simply repart ‘its findings, It was for the Council to determine 

whether it should take action on the matter, and on what grounds. f 

The view was expzesseh that the report should stress the need for an 

international police force to implement the resolution of the General 

Assembly, The SIK?RETARY gave assurances that that point would be made 

quite clear, but added that it had not been contemplated to base the 

report exclusively on sub-paragraph (c) of the Preiunble to the resolution. 

A brief discussion on procedural matters connected with the drafti% 

of the special report followed, and the Chairman ruled that such matters 

should be raised when the draft report came under consideration, 

The CmIJIW informed the Commission that.several communicatione had 

been received from the United JSir@dom Government dealing with questions 

raised by the Commission. Tt was agreed that the Commission was not bound 

by the decisions arrived at by the Governments of the United Kingdom and 

Palestine on the question of the disposal of immovable assets in Palestine, 
3% was also decided to consult the United Kingdom Government infomnally on 

the question Or the Palestine Museum in Jerusalem, as the communication 

received on that matter was not entirely satisfactory to the Commission. 

The meeting-rose at 6.00 p.m. 


