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UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION: -
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE THIRTY-SECOND MEETING

Lake Successd, New York
Fridey, 6 Pebruary 1948, at 2.00 p,m.

Present: | .
' Chairmen: Mr. LISICKY ‘ (Czechoslovakia)
Menbers: Mr, Medina | (Bolivia)
Me, Friis (Denmark)
(Observer for Mr. Federspiel) | '
- Mr. Morgan : | (Panama)
Secretariat: Mr, Bunche  (secretary)
Mr. Reedman _ . (Senior Econemic
‘ ‘ Adviser)

COM)NICA’J.‘IONS TO THE, CONMISSION ,

" The CHAII?MAN announced, that Mr. Trancisco (Philippines) wag unable
to attend the meeting as he had been requested by the Vicer-President of
the Philippines to telephone him on an urgent matter.

Mr, Federspiel was alao unable to attend, as he was conferring
wlth Sir Alexander Cadogan. :

In view of the absence of Mr., I‘rancisco and Mr. Federspiel the
Commission d.ecided to postpone discussion of Ttem 2 of the agenda =
Report by the representative of the Philippines on consultations with
representa,tives of the United Kingdom delegation and the Jewlsh Agency
for Palestine. . v

© The Commission decided to meet as an excep’oion on Saturday,
7 February, et 10,30 a.m., in order to ex;pedi-be the preparation of
ity special report to the Seourity Couneil on the problem of, gecurity
" in rela’cion to the implementation of the x'esolution of the (;eneral
: Assembly. ' |
 The CHAIRMAN stated that the Sacretary-ceneral had received a

RE @Iﬁu{dﬁaﬁdﬁ rom the Arab Higher Committee, explaining their reasons
: ,p 16 1948 - /for refusing
L. b4

UMITED NAT[ONE’
ARGWIVDSE

-




A/nc, 21/SR 32
Page 2

for refusing to co-operate with the Commission. Copies would be | y
circulated to members. !

The Chairman called attention t¢ a communication from the
delegation of the United Kingdom aclknowledging receipt of the
correspondence between the Commission and the Jewish Agency.

The Secrebary vas asked to asceriain informally whether this was a
final answer or merely an interim acknowledgment ;

DRAFT STATEMENT OF POLICY REGAEDING CONTINUANCE IN SERVICE OF EMPIOYEES
OF THE PALESTINE ADMINISTRATION -

The CHAIRMAN: observed that the first paragraph of the dvaft
statement was the most important, es it wonld be circulated to .elly
interested persons in Palestine. It was therefore esgential to word it
8o as to avoid anj possibility of misunderstanding. He emphasized that
the Commi ssion was merely making a statement of policy and: wag 1In no
way committing itself.

He peointed out that If employees were dismissed by the Palestine
Government and subsequently re-engaged by the Commlsslon, that would
congtitute the break in continuity of administration whlch ‘ohe Commigsion
was trying to avoid. . I

With reference to a suggestion that the words "wish to" should be
inserted before "continue in service", the SECRETARY observed that

certain Government offices were already being abolished and that ’chere
might not be employment for ell who wished to continue in gervice.

After some discussion the_ tex of the‘ flrst peregreph was amended
to read as follows: ' - -

"In view of the che,nges in Palestine ed.ministration ‘consequent
upon the termination of the Mandate and the implemen’cafion of the

resolutlon of the General Agsembly of the Unit ed Natione » the o

United Nations Palestine Commission states ‘cha’o it will be its

policy to ensure the maintenance of existing concitlons of

_employment for all employees of the Palestine edminietra’cion who

continue in service afber the termination of the Manda*oe.",

The text of sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph two vas amended to reads

"(a) to circulate to all employees of the Palestine edministretion

" this general statement of _pollcy'" AN

With reference to the lest paragraph Mr REEDMAN (Senior Economic
" Adviser) explained that it had been included in order to point out that
the policy regarding continuance in service of employees had a direci‘v
bearing on the question of the disposal of liqu:l d assete.

' JCONSIDERATTON
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CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT OF ‘THE SPECIAL REPORT TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL

The Commission decided to postpone discussion of the draft report
until the following meeting, in order to give members time to study the
document,

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE OF MISSION TO EE SENT ON BEHALF OF THE
PATESTINE COMMISSION TO WEGOTIATE WITH THE MANDATORY POWER ON THE SUPPLY
TO PATESTINE OF IOCD AND FERTTILIZERS '

The CHAIRMAN emphesized the importance of wording the terms of
reference in such a way as to make it clear that neither the
United Nations nor the Commissicn itgelf should be under any financial
obligation whatsoever in regard to the supply to Palestine of food end
fertilizers, |

After some discussion it was decided to redraft paragraph b e, in
the following terms:

"It may be necessary for the Commission to agree with the

United Kingdom Government that any advances mede by the Government

of the United Kingdom for shipments of food and fertilizer mede on

behalf of the Commission covering the period from the termination
of the Mandate to 1 October will be met oub of the revenues nf the

Economic Union."

The Commnlssion also decided to substitute the words "Economic
Union" for the words "revenues of Palestine" in paragraph 4 d.

Mr. REEDMAN (Senior Economic Adviser) oubtlined the presenf
arrangements for importing gupplles into Palestine and suggested that
mention ghould be made of undervwriting by importers &8s an alternabive
means of FPinancing lmports. ‘

The Commission agreed to include that point.
The meeting roge at 4,00 p.m. '
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