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'. 

Present: 

Chaixman: 

i ,i I 
Lake Suocess, New York *i 

&ionday, 9 February 1948 at .2 ,?O p ,m. 

Mr. LISTCICY (Czechoslqvakia) I 

Members: Mr. Me&fia (Bolivia) 

I4x1~Feders~iel (Denmaxk) 

Mx': Morgan (Panama) ' 

Mr. Franaisoo' (Philippines) 

Secretariat: Mr. SoboZev 

Mr. Bunohe - 

(Assistant Secretary- 

General) 

(S~oretary) 

DEPUTY SECRETARY TO !IC'l.B COMMISSION 

Mr,, Pedro DE AZC~TE, who had been appointed-Depluty to the 

Pxlnoipal Seoretary ta the Palestine Commission, was introduced to the 

membersof the Commission. I' 

CONSULTATXONS FJI'J'Ii TEE UIVI'IED KINGDOM DEIZGATION.' t 

Mr* FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) reported on the consultations he had 

heI. wit~~:Sir Ale~and& Caaogan and Mr. Bathurst, legal adviser to 

the United.Kingdom Delegation, on var$ous,q~estiona'entrusted. to him, 

by the Commission, On the legal. question of defining the exaat position i , 

of the United Kingdom Govexnment on the termination of the Mandate, it 

appeared that no..decisisn had been reached as to whether the Mandatory 

Power vould cede Ltt;s authority directly to the Commissi,on, or rfhether I 

the Commission would be 4xegarded only as an Intermediary agent unW1 ,, 

some other Governmentor body to+. over,,the duties of the.Mandatoxy , . 
Power. It had been agreed *hat the Commission would address a :I ,,a:, 

communication to the Uni-t;ed Kingdom Gove.rnment presenting the vieW of ' 
the Gave-e+ for its comments,. . , 

.in ,the m~antj.mes. asked the United Kingdem 

ir,Government to suspend any action which might 

@ion in Palestine, particularly with regard 

n fox t;he,fiscal year beginnJng !I. April, He l&d 

/asked that 
.- 



a&e& k&t &t&be subpenaed ithitih might result in the necessity for 

drawing up a budget for the p&l?@$ 1 April to 15 Mayi he had. also 

reque$tea that no measures dhtitii& be taken in regakd to the payment of 

abolition benefits to civil, servants in the PaIestine Administrations 

If the views of the Commission were accepted, there would be no 

ai22nk+sal of employees ‘5n ith~“Psilest~~ “Admiliistratiod, except on 

purely personal grou@s . . 

Mr, Federspiel &ded that he had rk&?firmed.‘the~ C&t&sionls 

interest in the Aqir air-fie3.d ,and’ expressed the &sire that 3.t should 

be kept in ?lts present condition, but the’matter: ha$ not been 

thoroughly discussed as Sir Alexander Cadogan was awaiting further : 

information from his Gbvernm~&. :. I . 

No record had been kept of the conversation held> but a 

memorandum was being drawn, up, on the subjects @cussed: ’ ,’ ,’ , 
The SEXPlllTARY reaa ,a tel,e@am from the Jewish Sommunity Council * 

of Haifa, addressed,,to <he Chairman of the PaXe,stine Comn&sion, 
. 

.i 

enumerating several acts of violence directed against Jews in Palestine 

during the previo~ d.ayf3, : , ‘:: * : ;, : .( I ‘/ 

The CHQRWQV requested that a copy of the telegram should be sent 

to the United Kingdom De1egatricjn, and that a telegram: shou),d be 

addressed to the Jewish Community Council of Haifa informing them of the 

step taken. ( .’ .’ /.. ‘: ‘- 

CONTINUATION OFa THl3 CONSIDIBATION OF TEIF DRAFT ,,OF, THF, .SPECIAL REPORT ‘$0, 

THt3 SECURITY COUNCIL . .’ ,,’ . . 

The SECm!TlARY called attention to the various modifications Qhlch ‘4 

had been made in the first dra$?t of: the spe&al report. . ‘~ ,. : ‘,,: 
Sect$on f ” :.’ ., ’ .%.( ; : ’ . : ‘,) ., 

After a ,brief ;discussion, several &nor .aIterations ‘were ‘suggested,’ ‘, :’ .a’ 

for the text, and. Et was agreed to consider that part :of the report ‘ati + L 
a later’ :jjgage, . : y . ,: ,:. ,_ : I I .,: ,‘;I /. 

Section :Ti i‘ ’ -:, )1 _. : ,. :I. : 1 4 ‘a’ ,I : : ., 

In :.regafd to p&rag&ph Ii ‘,ik. was aeca&3d to repro&X?e Sn the :: ‘,I ! )I :’ ,) ‘,.:,: a’ 

CommissiW’s report .th$ zwhole of, pa&graph+ I.3 of the oommunioation From ‘iv .’ 
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of enforcement, ,,the,;Co~ission,,ob~S3. Ch@k :the pro&&s Of, d_eter~.OrR~f?~~ . 
It ~~s~~~sugg~gted~ that .the ,ti$XLe. se&i&i: ,shou$‘L be re-written as a ., 

chronological ~ux%wy, ;givctlng : a picture, of, the. security., situat:on at the 

date of the ,resolu+ioni : at, the, time, :whe,n,,, the Com$$ssion started its ;: : 
work, and at the present time. I ‘, I ; 

!the F$IX?~TARY .$s~~vc& $a! veryp:&itt,Le infom$?Lon, ~9: &v+$le, 

on the security situation at, the,!, $ste of the, ,adoption, of. the,, resolutjon. 

The United $ing$om DeLe,gat,~~n~~ka$ sS;gtg~,,,.t!Iat t$ey llaa a&ready given 

the Conmission all the infomnation they .nad,, ,a& @rect information .:, 

had only begun to come Lp. within the, ,.1ast two or, three weeks.. 

The Commission. decidea. te ,resene ,?he wnol:e, of ,paragraph 3 for 

further c,onsideration,. , i ,! .,, ,, : e,,,, 

Sub-paragraph (a), of paragraph ?L was deleted ,~ , 

Sub-paragraph. (b) was, ~amend.ed..~tq read: .j ‘Q~ganized ,efforts by’ ,‘:. 

strong Arab elements. inside,, and, outsi& Pale@ine to prevent the : 

implementations *of the Assembly’ s,. <Plan o? Partit;Son, .and to thwart its ; 

ob3ectives by threats and acts of violence, including armed 3.ncursions 

into Falestinian,,4erritor~” :’ 8, ,: ,, ?, ,: I.:/’ ,,:: :: * 

Sub -paragraph (a) was amend@. .So;.~ead:,,,, “The Jewish ..communi ty in 

Palesgine 5s generally in support ,of. the. recommendations of the Assembly, 

but certain elements in that. $ommunity,,.cpntinue., to commit 

irresponsible acts of violence which worsen the security situation.” 

Sub-peragraph (a) was re-drafted as follows: .?The added , 

complica33on’created byi the Pa@ that the Nxndatory Power, whi,ch remains 

r&sponsiblo.for law and~ord~r in Palestine until the termination.of the 

Mandate, is preparing, the liquidation of, its $ministratlon. and. the ., 

evacuation.;of .its troops .I! .:‘, . I .!. . y : ._ 

Sub-paragraph (e) was deleted+. : . 1 ‘. 

It was agreed to change the order of the paragraphs and to put ,., . . ., 
paragraphs 5,. 6 and 7 before paragraph &,% 

: .’ .L 
; .’ 

Paragraph 8 was deleted. ’ 

With reference to paragraph 6,:. $t was; $,e,+ded to ask .t@e Mandatory 

Power to furnish ,thez Commiseiqn with more up-to-date figures of .I 
casual-tiles. ., , .L ;, ,,j ) ,,? ’ .’ ,, 

Section IV ‘..’ ‘I .* 
The title of Sect&on IV was ,altered to: ,. “Security Situati,on on the 

Termination of the Mandate .” I’ 

It was’ agreed $o..delete the whole, of paragraph 1, and “o re-draft 

paragraph 2,: 3ndioat&ng .what the. secur$ty s$tuation, .would be on .&he ,, I. 

termina-t;$on of the ,Nandate , : ..:. ,, ,!;. r/ ; , ‘-::,, G. .:< . ..’ : .,, ,.. I’ 

. ,: . ., -.~’ t 4 
2‘ /Section V 
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saction v r 

It was proposed to re-draft parag&ph 1, from the beginning of 

the fourth sentence, to read as PoLlows: 
* “The Commission is determined to make every pos@i.ble effort 

to seek the co-operation of the Arabs of Palestine, I’he 

attitude of the Arab Higher C!om$ittee, however, c,reates a 

situation the consequences of which must be faced, Under 

present oircumstances, and for the reasons set forth in Part,. 

of’ this Report, i.t is obvious that the Commission would not be 

able to select and establish in the proposed Arab State a 

Provisional Council of GovernmonZ; which would act knder the ; 

general direction of the Commissiont and would at the same 
; 

i 
time enjoy sufficient authority and popular support to function 

effectively, in faca of the opposition presented by powerful 
/ 
? : 

Arab interests, It will be equally impossible under the. present 

circumstances to establish in the Arab State an armed militia 

over which the Commission is to exercise ‘general political and 
I : 

military controlt. In any event, if the Mandatory Power 

maintains its position that, because of the security situation, 

the Commission cannot be acceptable in Palestine until the last 

cri.tical moment, the possibility for e,xhausting every effort to 

consult with the Arabs is destroyed,” 

It was suggested that the first sentence of paragraph 2 should be 

redrafted to read as follows: 

“According to the statements made by the Jewish Agency for 

‘&d,esti.ne, it would be technically possible to establish the 

miJi4,d.a 0% the Jewish State b&ore the termination Of the M~date~” 

The whole of Scotion V was reserved for further consideration. 

Mr. PAPI% (Public Relations Adviser) informad the Conlmission that 

a United Press fiorrespondent had stated that he knew there Was 

disagreement among the members of the Comis~ion, on whether to mention 

the m-t-tar of an international force in the report. Mr. Barruss had 

thought it advisable to deny the story immediately, before it got any 

further, The Commission endorsed Mr* Barnes’ action, 

The meeting rose at 6,l.p p ,m. 


