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lake Success, New York, ‘
Mondsy,. 16 Pebruary 1948, at 11,00 a.m,

Present: ‘

Cheirmen:  Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia)
Menbers: Mr. Medina (Bolivia)

Mr. FPederspiel — (Denmark)

Mr. Morgan - (Panama. )

Mr. Frencisco (Philippines)
:Sec_reteriet: Mr, Bunche = (Secretary)

COMFJNICATIONS 'I.‘O THE COMMISSION :
'I‘he SBCRETARY drew attention to a cormunication received on

12 February l9h8 from Mr, I‘letcher-Cooke of the United Kingdom delegatilon,
passing on the suggestion of the Government of Palestine thet, Iin view of
the difficult housing situation from the point of view of security, one
member only of the Secretariat ‘'should be sent to Palestine in advance of  the
advence party, to make arrangements for the accommodation of the party.

~ The Secretary stated fhat he had had a telephéne conversabion
concerning the communication with Mr, Fletcher-Cooke , who had proposed
that 1f one individual vas sent in advance, 1t should be done secretly.v

He had explained that, in fect ’ such secrecy would be impossible.

The Secretary added that he would take the matter up with Mr. Sobolev
(Assistant Secretary—General) and Mr. Lis (Secretaw-Generel) with regard
to the selection of an indivicluel. S:ane, however, - the conmunication
seemed to constitute a retreat from the position originally taken by
the United Kingdom Government regarding the advance party, he suggested
that it might be advisable for & member of the Commission s preferably the
Cheirmen, to discuss the question with M, Creech»Jones, who had arrived
in New Tork. ' R

A discussion ensued, dui ing which it was pointed put thet
' /Sir Alexander Cadogan,
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Sir Alexander Cadogan, in hig commmication of 9 February 1948, had stated
that "ell reasonable facilities" wwuld be given for a nucleus of the
Commissionts staff to visit Palestine in advance of 1 May. While 1t
could be argued that the later proposal contained in Mr. Fletcher-Cooke's
letter constituted all the "reasonable facilities" the Government of
Palestine was sble to offer, it was Telt that' some explenation of the
apparent change of attitude. should, be auked for.. It was therefore agreed
that a letter should be addressed to Sir Alexander Cadogan, under the
Chalrman's signature, steting that the Commission had discussed the
question, end hed concluded that the views of the Government of Palestine,
as expressed in Mr. Fletcher-Cooke's letter of 12 February, were not in
conformity with Sir Alexander's earlier statemenx concerning "all \
reasonable facilitiles". It was also agreed “that the Chairman, if
necessary, should subsequently take the matter up - with ‘

Sir Alexander Cedogan end Mr. Creech-Jonés: :

APPROVAL OF THE FIRST SPECIAL REPORT TO THE SBCURITY COUNCIL (Document
A/ac.21/9) o Lol

The view was eXpressed ﬁhet the first paregreph on the tltle page of
the report weakened the whole report. While 1t referred to the meintenance
of law and order and the implementation of the resolutlon, no mention was
made of attempts to alter by force the settlement, or of the need for an
- Anternational armed. force. It vas suggested that the paragraph in question
- should: be redrafted to contain a sumary of p01nts A B and C of paragraph
3 of sectien I. Alternatively, a compromise solutlon could be Pound by :
"~ deleting the: latter half of the paregraph, after the words ”security in
Palestine, ‘ L ‘

Af%er a short discussion, it wes dec1ded that the tlme factor was of
greater importance. than the redrafting of the paragraph . It vas essential
that. the report should .be in the hands of the Security Council that o
arternoon, and-.any change would involve delay. y

. There belng no further objectlons, the report was approved end signed
~4by all Mevbers of the Commission, )

- It was agreed that the, repprt could‘be released to the Press, for -
publication in the next morning's. new'spe':tpers.l“_w ) .
RELATIONS WITH THE - PRESS, | o

It was cagreed ‘that a press conference should take place the foilow1ng
afternoon at 3.00 p.m, . It should be rather less formel then previous _L
conferences, and should take the form of questions end answers, one member

only of the Commlssion enswering each. queetion.r o
" Ihe meeting rose at 12.50 p.m. -
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