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UNITED NATIONS PAIZSTINE COMMISSION
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FORTY-SECOND MEETTIG

Lake Success, New York
Wednesday, 18 February 1948, at 3.00 p.um.

Present:
Chaiiman: Mr, LISICKY ‘(Czechoslovakia)‘
 Members: - Mr, Medima - (Bolivia)
o Mr, Federsplel (Denmark)
Mr, Morgan (Panama)
Mr. Roxas (Philippines)
(Observer for Mr. Francisco)
Secretariat: Mr. Bunche ‘(Secretary)

REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN ON HIS INTEHVIEW WITH MR, CREGCH-JONES

The CHAIRMAN gave a briel account of his meeting with Mr. Creech~-dJones,
.. the United Kingdom Colonial Secretary, earlier in the day. He stated
thet the views expressed to him by Mr. Creech-Jones were similar to those
expressed to the Secretary of the Commission the day before. '

(documeni AJAC.21/5R.41). On his part, he liad told Mr. Creech-Jones
quite‘openly that it was in the 1nterést of the United Nations ahd of the
United Kingdom Government itself that the latter should give its fullest
co-operation to the Commission and not raise unnecessary obstacles and
difficultles., As an instance of the lack of co-operation on the part of
the Mandatory Power he mentioned their attitude on the question of the
Secretariat Advance Party to Palestine, which had now been satisfactorily
settled.

The CHATTMAN also referred to the objections raised by the landatory
Pover asainst the arrival of the Commission in Palestine prior to 1 May,
namely, its anxlety to avoid any overlapping of powers and security
considerations, The approach of Mr. Creech-Jones to this question wes
identical to that of Sir Alexander Cadogen, The CHAIRMAN had pointed out

that he saw no reasons Tor the United Xingdom Government's anxiety in
that respectw-,NG verlapping of powers could take place inasmuch as the
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Commission had taken note.of the stand of the Mandatory Power, ncmely,
that the Mandatory Power was-exclusively empowered and responsible for
security and the maintensnce of law and. order in Palestine untll the
date of the termination of the Mandate: The. CHAIRMAN had expressed the
opinion that it could not make very much difference to the Mandatory
Power whether the Commission arrived two weeks before the termination of
the Mandate or several weeks sarlier than that, -Slnce the Mandatory
Power stood prepered to provide for the qumnission’s security in the
last two weeks before the termiriatiqn of the Mandate, which would no
doubt be the most critical period from the point of view of security,
he did not understand why it could not agree to the Commission's arrival
at an earlier date. ' o
The CHATRMAI had raised the question of procedure in negoblations
between the Commission and the Mendatory Powér, Mr. Creech-Jones thought
that the procedure should be less formal than it had been to date. The
CHATRIAN pointed out Lhat since the preliminary questions which had been
posed by the Conm1ss1on so far had been 1mportant matters of pr1n<31ple P
some - formality: ha.c't been unavomable. S
Conecerning - “the 1mmpd1ate questlons to. 'be taken up in London,
Mr. CREECH- JONIJS :ndwa'ted that his- Government wanted to deal with the
1icg,uldatmn of Jts asse’cs 1n Palestine. Hovfever, ‘the CHAIBMAN thoug}rb
that the Commlss Lon would ‘Have to ingist on deallng with other questions
which .might not ~t.ouch upon special Bri“l;iuh interests but were
‘nevertheless of 1mportance to ‘the- Commlssion. The questlon oft liqmda’cmg
British assets was in all probablllty one - which shoulc‘i not be dealt with
by the Commlssion bub by Lhe Governments of the Areb and JeW:Lsh state.a N
when they were set up. S : g
., The CHAIR[MN announced that Mr’. C}eech Jones would nieet with the
-COIYIIIllSSlOIl on, the f‘ollowmg day w;wn he would make a gencral a’wmcnmt
and would- be prepared to ar%sxrer questmns._ He added that he had 'Wa.C‘I’LCd
Mr, Crcech Jones H07) ejcper*t some: questions whd ch he mgrht .t‘md‘ ‘
dlsagrceable, 1mply1nrr Gl‘lvthlum of the attltude o:ﬁ‘ ‘the Mandetoi'y IJ wer,
~The" CHAIRLL’\N B‘bated tha.b hie- 1mpres.;i0n uwon the conclusmn oi‘ his
intervlew mth Mr,, Creech~Jones We’ts t;hat ‘t;hc pos:.mon of the Mandatory :
"-'-:”Power con’c/.inued to be as rigld B8 1t had been prevlously. e
' It vas " grced that c-a. speciflc list of questions 5 be put to
My, Creech-nJone.; would not be pr‘epared beforehand a.nd tmat the' Members
3 would be i‘ree Yo asl: any queu’umns thqy w1sher1 , o
5 The QECRLTMY circula&ted a liﬁt o:f‘ bhose 'of it prpmous, cluesta ons
prepared by the Secretariat whlch had not yet beer-answered,' in: case the

.,Membara might msh to ask an'y of then,
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UTMERRSHIP OF THE PREPARATORY ECONOMIC Cobprssion o |

Mr. MALANTA (Secretariat) submitted the names of three Latin-Amerlcan
economists which the Commissioh might.wish to consider as members of the
Prepayatory Fconomic Commission, The first was Mr, Daniel Cassio Villegas
of Mexico, Professor in Dadnomics at the Unlversity of Mexico and auﬁllor,
of widely-knowm books on economics. He was highly recommended by the
conomic Affairs Depa,rﬁment of the Secreteariat and favourably commented
on by Mr, L'opez'-xHe:‘zi"rarte ; Liaison Officer of the Internatiomal Bank, He
wag known ';éo be ready to accept a post with the Commission.

The seccond name was that of Mr. Guillermo W. Klein of Argentina, who
had been a high of:f‘ic:i.a'i‘ of 't;hé Ceh‘bral Bank, He was a lawyer
spectulizln{f in taxation, aalung and fiscel pollcy. He was highly
qualified but was regarded by the Tconomic Affairs Department as being a
second choice to Mr, Villegas, Tle had been approached in’fomal] NG and’ said
he wou“l.d be ready to accaph m principle bubt had cmmin mservattong.

The third name was "hat of Mr. Roberto de Oliveira Camposg, Toonomic
Adviser Joo the Brazilian aPlega’mon, member of ﬁhdt delegatlon at the
Bretton Voods Conference, as well as a“t the Internatlional Trade Conference
and the UNRRA Conference at Atlantic .‘.Clty, and Member‘ of the United Nations
Comnittee on Pogt-~UNRRA Relief. He was considered s very‘ able bub
perhaps 8 Aivtle Loo young for the pest, He had not yel been approached.

It was declded thaL My, Danlel Ca sio Vlllogaz wou"d be asked to

Join the stafl oj" (he Pvepqratory Economic Comrmssmn‘ '

COMMUNTCATTION FROM MR. FLOTCHER-COOKE CONUCERNING A PAYMEWT TO THE SUPLEME
MOSTEM COUNCIL ' ' ‘ R

The view wvas expressed that the sum of £P300,000 appearing in the -
above conmunication, dated 17 February 1948, seemed unduly greet.

Mr, Federspiel (Demnark) was charged with taking thls matter up in the
course of his current negotiations with the Mandatory Power.

The CHATRMAL pointed out that upon examination of the matter the
Commission might find that the Mandatory Power had sound reasons for the
size of the sum in ”queubion,‘ but that a natter of principle v&$ involved
here: they .,hould hcxve consul ted the Comml ssion before making their
declumn. 1 IIe noted bhat lt mlght be one of the ques’clons to take up m,Lh

Mz, (,rmmhma’ones when the bonnmssmon met mth him on the i‘ollovmg Aay.

COMIUITL OA'.’I‘ION I“ROM 'I‘HL’ JEWISH AGENCY CONCER'\'ING JEWISH GOVLRI\TMLNT OFFICIALS
IN PALRSTINE - © A

The Cormission Yook 'nlotté'" of ‘i1’ above conmunication from lir., Horowltz
of the Jewish Agency Por Palestine, ‘dated 13 Tebiuary 1948, It was
decided that the Secretary would ask for additional informatlon regarding
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the grade of the officials in question and the branches of‘theuGovernmeptij..

they were serving. : oY
Tt was noted that the reason for Mr. Horowitz's.asking that the
communication be kept confidential was not clear. » ,
COMMUNICATION FROM MR, FLETCHER~-COOKE CONCERNING I%RIFF AND. TRATE
It was agreed that, inasmuch as Palostina was a free trade country

it stood to.benefit from application to it of the Gvneral Aprccnent on
The Commission would therefore

Tariflfs and Trade concluded 1n Geneva, |
This

suggest to the Mandatory Power that lt adhere to that Agreement.

would also bc consigtent with the Commission's principle of preserving

as far as possible the Lontlnuity of Palestinian affairb.
COMMUNICATION FROM MR. FL&TCH&R—COOKE-CONCiRNING A TELFCRAW FROM

THiI JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF HAIFA
With refercnce to the above communicaLion, dated 17 February l9k8

it was noted that the account it contalned of the incident in question
did not altogether COincidé with thattwhich'had‘been given by the Jewish
Agcney. S -

A copy of the relovant portion of the communication would be forwarded
to the Jow1sh Agency for their 1nioxmation ' '
PRELIMINARY CONQIDLRATION OF . THE SECOND MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT TO THI
SECURITY COUNCIL S |

It was agreed‘that the Report would be brief, and would nbt deal
with matters which might oreate an anti¥climax to the Coﬁmission s Special
Report on Security nor digtract the Securdity Council's atteﬁﬁion from it.

It would simply be a record of the work of the Comnission in the

perlod following that covered by the last Report. It was observed that the .
Comuission’s session with Mr. Creech-Jones scheduled for the following

day would in gll probability be of value to the Commisslon in shaping

the Recport.

RELATIONS WITH THE FRESS .

It was brought to the Commission's attention that a diupatch in the
New York Times of the pruvious day based on a statement by Mr Jrancisco
(Phlllppinos) was at variance with the agreed position of thc Commlssnon
on the matter involved, Mr. Fransisco's 9tatement according to thc
New York Times was that a poacoful sottlement 1n Palostino should bw

attempted even if that meant altering the timeteble of the 1mplgmentation
of the resolution. ~ .

The CHATRMAN noted that’this vas a very important question which
should be dlscussed by the Commissionlas carly as pbssible ‘but that
discussion of it would be postponed until Mr. Francisco was present He
»askud Mr. Roxas (Phllipplnbs) Observer for Mr. Prancisco, to convey to the

Jlatter™
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latter that the guestlion hed been tuised end would be dealt with at the
first opportunity when Mr. Franciseo was present.
SECRETARIAT ADVANCE PARTY
The SECRETARY stated that the Secretary-Generdl had Informed the press
that the Secretariat advance party, consisting of six people, would be
leaving for Palestine at the end of the week and that he had given the
press the names of flve of the six persons.
The CHATRMAN noted that although the advance party was the responsibllity
of the Secretariat, the Commission was entitled to expect that the duties
of the advance party would be those given it by the Commission in the

approved check list. The Secretary reassured him in this regard.

The mesting rose at 4.20 p.m,



