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i 'I / , . . . 7 ., , . 4 . . 

The,CHAlRMAN,irifonned,~he:Commisa~cvn that'Mr'.~':R6edm~ (Sq.n@~.E$qq~$q - / ..,. ., ,( 

Adviser) was back from !&r&n' and would deport to~'&&"ComWis@~on on hYs ; .I : 

consyltzgbions with officials of the United KZn&loti"Gove~~ent concerni& 
T 

the food situation in Palestine. , _ 

Mr. REEDMAN (Senior Economic Adviser) prefaced his,remarks by 
I 

informing the Commission that he had met some of the members of the 

Secretariat Advance Party in London who told him they were proceeding 

1: 
1 t~~~~f~~~,~~~~~ I at the~Colonial OfHce who wa.s Iti charge of administratfve 

i 
." rj 4-4 G 1' cif:; i* ;..., E' i “y&j &$ 

i_,...._.,-~~~~~~;~~~-~. through him, met M?!. O&e; &e.ChieF of the Rivision of * 
;.' , .(. '. 

Supply, Ministry of Food. Mr. &k&"Vas Largely respontilbl~ for the supply 
. . . . . , , 

.of food;t.h??ough the Ministry to areas outside.'Great Britain.: -, 

:  

/He had 
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He had discussed with Mr. Oake the general situation and had tried 

“co ascertain what the United Kingdom Government intended to do about 

fulfilling its guarantee to maintain an adequate food supply for Palestine 

until 15 May. 

He learned that the situation appeared to be different for different 
, 

oommotities, but that the gen8ral picture was that adequate supplies would 

be delivered to PaJestine up to 15 May, but that after that date, generally 

speakirig, there would be no further supplies allocated or shipments made. 

Eoweverj as the situation differed. with each commodity it appeared 

to him necessary to examine e&h commodity fully and arrangements were 

therefore made for him to see the Ministry of Food experts in charge of 

the allocation of cereals, sugar, oils and fats, f’ertilizers, meat and 

dairy products. Mr. Henson (Secretariat) arrived in time to see some 

of the commodity ,exp8rts with him. 

Mr, Benson would send a detailed report of the food situation. But 
I .~ 

in general the picture was as follows, ,Wfth regaJ?d to oils and fats, the 

situation was likely to be bad in any case du8 to the fact that there was 

a shortage of oils and fats throughout the world, especislly in non-dollar 

areas. The programme of allocations up to l‘j tiny would not be fulfilled 
” 

by that ‘da& since most of the requirements were from dollar areas and were 

not being ,obtafned by the M&s&y of Food itself, However, 3000 tons of 

co%ton seed had.been procured from the Sudan and. would be shipped for 

pressing in Palestine, and this quantity represented a v&y small 
. 

proportion of total requirements. Also, the Palestine Administration had 

been informed that 9,000 tons of copra could be obtained from the 

Philippines if the Palestine Administration could make its own 

arrangement 8, So far no action had been taken on. this score. 

.The..oiZ and fats’ situation was 61~0 discuss&d with representatives of 
I 

Unil8ver; who -had a factory in Palestine ‘and who were anxious to ,heJ.p both 

out of personal inter.sst and because they ‘desired-to maintain trading 

rf$atlons with Palestine, It Was, however, quite clear that the 
situation would bi difficult. 

..” 
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With respect to sugar the situation was as follows‘, The allocation 
., p&&&e (3&y.& 9&s 25,ti0(.y,Ttons to be shipped annually, :.O%. tiia 10,000 

.I,’ .  !  ,+a I  !  ,  ,‘, ,  ,_ 

.t&s ‘$&zje expe&ted’td be’,& Pal&tine before 15 Ma$, .,but ‘in ‘order to 
.,‘, 

2 r 
:  ..<., 

pres’erve”a”‘gajdiis~boto~y~ situation in regard to sugar; the rate’of 
’ :  

shiprrients woufd’have’to be”iha&taitied after that’date’. ‘He had been 
! 

info&&‘&at&e M&&try of Food would have no physi&I. difficulty in 
.‘.’ ;;” ., ‘, ::, 

s&pi&& &he &maining ~ 15, CC0 tons either di$ec&iy or &om’ outside 
5,. : 

sources, assuming that in all other respects satisfactory arrangements ,. ,* . (’ :., , , ,j .‘, .’ I.,,/ ,,.‘), ! ,, .’ 
could be made with the Ministry. 

,I’ ” ‘.,, 
However, the financial arrangements .., ., I,. ,.,,” ,’ ,’ ‘. 

, were: ,another ,m#ter .and w+re. not entirely within the con&L of the . : 
‘i&wodities exp&ts, i --. ” ,” ,, 

$’ I .  “As f@? as cereals~‘were conc’erned, the sftuation was complicated by 

the fact that the Palestine Administration had requested the Ministry of, ,.. A. .,, ., * I 
Food to have fl,our ‘substituted for wheat be;ause un&er the present ,J ‘;“‘\ I ‘( ,.I , I. “,“!<” I 
disturbed conditions, with some of the mills’.in Palestine closed, the 

,1,.’ I ,  
. . I  

distribution of flour was easier than that of wheat, Australia had an 
:  :  

! ,  , .  ‘,. :  :  , . ,  .’ 

available surplus of Flour which was being lshipped to Palestine. The 

ship carrying the flour caught fire at sea and had’ to ‘put back ‘to !&I&y 
,,I’_ ., .*, “:.‘f ., ,_I I- 

for repairs. It was not known as yet whether the cons$.&ent would 
:‘;, ’ r ,,i ._,, ,.i’.” ,“. / ,*, .! 

arrive before or after 15 IQ&;’ 
. . 

There had’been “one cd&$&ation: 
. : ‘, , 

the 
I.’ .‘I, a,, , . 
standard flo& in Salestine was composed of’ a“mi&u&‘o$ ‘75 her 08x&” 

-, ,,*wheat and 25’., per cent barley; the barley used to be obtained from 

/Middle Eastern sources + 



A/AC,&jL45 
Page 4 

.Middle. -Eastern r av.rc,ea . As it. ha4 bisen ~impossiblf? under present 

cj,roumsts,nc,es.. $p ptyt,ain, ,Iraqui: I barley,, the, ,PaLest ine Administration had 

substituted &gent$n.e barley,: This Argentine barZey .WOUM. have to, be 

mi’ll~d.,In,,Palesti~e; which presented certain diffictities, owing to the 

faot i&at; fJqur had lately been .substituted for wheat b 

m,. Ree+qn, told the .C$r&,ssion that if the shipment. of AuStraUan 

flour. arrived -before 15 Mey, there would be a fifteen to tyenfy day supply 

of bread, cerea&s in hand,, but bf it- arrived later. Pe@stine, would be short 

of flour. $e pointed out .that one shipxoad‘ of flouy ‘would, complete the 

,, prograrmqe of. th,e Ministry of ,Foo+ , :. 

,.: ."i . Th:e!.~ommiss@n I+L~ have ,to decide whetherin. the future ,FaletJtine 

should be ,suppLied with f.lour or with wheat. . r In, Mr. Reedman’s opinion, 

wheat wouIld .be preferable,, especially if supplies. had to. be obtained 

through. the’ sterling: ereas, inasmuch as the Australian flour would not ,, ./ 

,b.e as,. freely available. , . . ,. ,. Also, the cost of flour ,would be higher then 

the cost, ,of Imported wheat. Re had asked Mr. ’ Henson to take thi.s $n-tp .,. ,, ‘, 
consideration in his report. 

.,j ,’ ,‘i, ‘..,’ ‘. 
With respect to meat, Mr. Reedman stated that he had been unable to 

.: ,: ,’ 
see the oommodity expert ‘of the Ministry of Food, who was absent from 

London and &&efore did not &t an authorl-t;&i~e opinion on the ‘subfect. 

Mr, SEenson would see him. However, he was informed that the meat supply 

was very ,bad :with, only .,@ consfgnmenta available from New Zealend and 

.Austr&L$a. ,. ,.) , , 
As for fertilizers, the supply, compared with previ&s years, had & I, ,( ) : i 

been eatisfaotory but the needs had greatly increased due to the development 
:.‘. . ; I, ., ,1 /’ ” 

of’ farming by the Jews. Althou+@ allocations Looked large on paper they 
/ ,i.,. .;. 1 

Were certainly not excessive. .’ ,Again the problem of supply was complicated 
_, : ‘,J, ” /.. 

by the currency pr&l&. 
* !‘, ,_. , ,:,: ,, ,j “. ’ . ,I ,.: h .I ., : 

With respect to dairy products, that is, butter and cheese from 
C~, L. ;: ! ‘:’ ; 1, I’.’ , .’ ” 

Australia and ,yew, Zealand, Pelestine would recezve the full year’s * ‘2.’ : ‘.I.:..; ,, 7,: ‘(’ : r;f’ I :‘, .; > ,I ,’ 
allocation, : . . . .Hq was i,?formed that the order wou3.d not be count~rmand?d. 

*“. ,.J .“! .., : ,,. ‘. ,t’ ,’ ,. , 2 



A/AC.2l/SB.45 
Page 5 

In summing up, Mr, Reedman poWted out that the whole food picture 
I' :. 

was complicated b,y the hard &d suft cui’iuleti’cly’ situation, The food 
.Ia 

situation in Palestine, especially as regards the large tonnage 

commodities, was satisfactory until 15 Mey,,but shortages would develop 

soon aftawmds. Steps to lay on shipments to cover the period following 

l‘j May had to be taken immediately if such shortages were to be avoided, 

He stated that while he was in London the Palestine Administration 

had sent a communication to the Colonial Office enquiring whether they 

would relinquish some of the import restrictions in order to permit 

private importers to take up shipments and supplies to cover the period 

following 13 May. The fundamental question raised by this communication 

was discussed at a meeting lqhich Mr, Oake arranged with the Food Ministry 

and to which he had been invited, He had pointed out that it might be 

unfortunate.if,the Commission were forced to depa& from the machinery . 
established by the present administration, and that if controls over some 

food supplies were to be relinquished, it would be very difficult to 

reimpose them. He had stressed that this was an important decision as 

far as the Commission was concerned which should be taken only if there 

were no other alternative. 

He had suggested the following alternative. In view of the fact that 

the Commission would not have very close contact with the administration 

in Palestine during the process of transfsr of authority, it would be 

desirable for the Mandatory Power to maintain the machinery in a form in 

which it could be taken over by the successor authority. That is, during 

the period prior to the termination of the Mandate, the Mandatory Power 

would make provision for supplies in the period immediately following 

1.5 May. The Ministry of Food had shown great understanding and sympathy 

for this suggestion as they fully recognized that it would be impossible 

to have a comp1etie.brea.k in the administratidn with regard to food supplies. 

/It became 



I+ becamC evident,’ howevep, &ha;, &hi’ Treasury,,+oUid be, very much 
/,I.’ 2 

concerned about the effect. of ,any exj?&@M?nt On khe dolle2-sterling 

relationship, and that it ,wotiid be. Qnpossible to make any general. 

commitments without reference to .particular co.mmoditles in eaph case. 1 ,:. 
But the Ministry did not exclude the.possibility of coming to some such 

arrangement with the Commisgkon. 

Mr. Reedman told the CommJ.ssion he had, been unable to come into 

cont&t with the Treasury before the end of the week. He .hadi however, 

3nterviewed the F;conomic Officer of the Colonial Office and exprqssed the 

same opinion to him but putting more aphasia on the financial aspect of 

the problem, He had suggested that the only alternative left to the : 

Commission’ other than th,e introduction of new meehinery would be etther 

the supply of Palestine through. private channels or thatthe PaXestine 

Administration should act on behalf of the Commission in certain essential 
commodities and spend shead, That would mean that the Palestine 

Administration would keep open the trading accounts and finishing up on 

15 May with a sligky increased deficit to be charged to the CommissSon’s 

account. The officer in question was most sympathetic to the latter 

suGgestion and undertook to submit f-t both to the Colonial Off.ice and the 

Treasury, but said that he was unable to predict their decision, However, 

the next day the Treasury’s decision to block Palestinian sterling balances 

was made public. 

Mr. Reedman had then interviewed the Treasury of’ffcial who had been 

responsible for the drafting of the order and had put his proposZtion to 

him also. This official too had appeared sympathetic, He thought that if 

the arrangements made’with respect to particular commodities did not put 

an additional strain on the sterling-dollar relatilonship there should be 

no insuperable obstacle so far as the Treasury was concerned. . I 
Thusl when Mr, Reedman had left London the understanding was that a 

meeting would be arranged with the Palestine Administration to make the 

general arrangements whereby the Palestine Administration would operate its 

trading account on the Commissionas account respecting agreed commodit%es. 

/Mr. Henson 



lpdd.:gj~,e, $iq,.gonsiyXered o,pig$+on on the supply situation ‘&nd how it might ,:,, i..: .II .L 

whi$.:(thg Cow@$on .cou,ld,,;lqak~ specific proposals. to the Mandatory Power. ,, , .,i ., 

He ,,added that he had Q+?nd ,that ,M..thin the ‘limit’s of tibe holiby’ t&i& i: :.’ .’ ,, ,.,: , 

! &$,, byn 1$&J. dotm, 1. ‘. .,’ .I. ,t$,e British ofPfqials that he had met Tier& fuJJ;y atiexe 

of’,, thp ,~~,fq&~~~i,es..fac~ng .the, Commission as. welX as: of the dZffY.diiLtieti ‘3 ! ., 

that ,~.I&$, WiEip, ii. tll? .(Zogm$ssion ha,d to *Lake hirer <after. l?‘.May’ &ih a”’ ,. ,’ 

det erio,rF$$ng .economic,,, @tuFtion, in Palestine,: .&nd, were, prepsz%d .&o’ ’ ’ 
“’ : ” 

co-opera%?, with; ,the Cswssion so far as possible.. in. aWnist%tii problems, .,:; ., I. I ;. !/ 

He+ had been ,we,l+ received ,a$ sympatheticalLy heezd-by. the ‘v~Lou& bff’icials, 
5 ‘.‘.I 

/, The, C$2Am, thanked,Mr. ‘Reedman for the vaJ.u~%l.e informa’tfon h’e dad , * ~‘, (. 1.8 
riven to the C~,+~~$XI .and asked, for comments-.on+is report., He Li.6 ,,I ” ., 

enquired whether Mr, Henson s s report would be received .by ,the Cc&Wssion 

and whether It woul$ ‘be excJ,usLveXy ooncsrned,with ,,t@e technical aspects .; _. ; .‘. 1.1 ,, 5 
0f"tJie ;ZtGGiem of supply. : : ‘. ‘: .’ ,,.;‘.. ;. 
:“. :: ;. .‘.._iy,” : : 1’. ,,. ‘. 

Mr, IXEZWAN (Senior Economic Adviser) answered bpth quentio?s .in the 
‘.,‘. ,:., . . /, . 

affirmative, He proceeded to explain in ans~~~~ to, a f’~~@her .qpes;Cion.:, 
,: :.: I.:..,” : 1,. ‘,_ : . 
con’derning the difficulty of financing the, project that. .iS tie,, Commission, .’ ( r ,I. I 
were to ‘ksk’ the Palestine Administration to relinquish c~at,~ols.~ 5.n re&ect 

of the fmportant food commodities in question and Lea%-e the matter in the 
_, ..r : ,’ 

.’ 
hands of private importers, no financial problu would a++~. ‘I. There,. ‘ 

j ., : ,I ‘4 ” : 
would, how&e??, ’ be &her risks, 

, ,; ,, 
These ,were, that priva$e import?rs mi&$., 

,’ ,.. ‘. .: ,:. ‘. .’ .” : 
not wish’ &o unde&&e the risks involvtd, that supplies woul.$ not be, , ., . :,s. , II,,, (, ‘. ., .: * I ” : 
fox%h&&ng, or,‘“if’ ‘forthcoming, the commodities might be hoarded in ,.:. ..: ,, : . “,’ : ..e;,. .~. :. ,... i .‘. 
anticipation bi? “A ‘price raise, 

:,’ 
with the result t&at black wkpt ! _. : ,’ * ,: ., , ! ,, .: . *.. :;/; 

operations might ensue. 
3. 

Tie &UIRMAN expressed the opinion that this was a grave risk and 

asked for greater clarifioation of other alternatives. 

/Mr, REEDMAN 
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< iylr, RBEDMAN ($enior Ecohomic Adyiser) r)ep&bed dlat the a3ternatJve 

A!rqu3.d be,either the acceptanbe of the pY?oposal which he had suggeated.in. 

London and which had been sympathetically received, or that the Commission 

should ,f+nanco the urgently needed commodities for procurement by the A :_ ' : 

Administration.. This he explained would depend.on,an agreement .with. the, 

Mandatory Power. Be explained further that such aryangementswould be 

for a short period only., He stated that 30 Sune, which was the date until 

,:.which.wheat allocations for Palestine,had been made, might be taken as a -. 

,.dat,e-line in tho,case of cereals, In the case of fats the date-line might . 

b? !vaguer since allocations had not 'yet been made. he pointed out that, 

the United Kingdom in~msking such arrangements from dollavl areas wa,s 

guided by the dollar-sterling position; hence, they %?ould not spend 

i~ol~l,ars~ but would procure supplies available Tn the,sterling area, as, 

,for instance, wheat from Australia. 1n the case of the Argentine basley, 

,if, an equivalent quantity of wheat were available it could be substituted. 

Cert,ain commodities such as fats could not be supplied.from the sterling 

area In the future. i. 

1n answer.to a question, Mr. Reedman'said that this difftcuity did 

not arise from the exclusion of Palestine from the sterling &ea,.’ Payment 

would have to be made in dollars, He then suggested the possibility of 

procuring'the dollars through the Jewish Agency, but considered this might 

be politically unwise. It might, hoyTever, be necessary to find ati 

undertnziting agency.- ': _' 

The CHAmW stated that the technical side of this question cduld be 

arranged with the Mandatory Power, but in the matter of obtaining dollar! 

credit the Commission could approach a"'government 'Interested in the 

impleinentatfon of the Assembly resolution. To leave the matter in tho 

hands of priva”ce agencies mi@t be disastrous both as regmds the food 

situation in Palestine a& the authority of the Commission. 

/&e opinion' 
'! 



The opinion~.wa~~.~~~r’essed that Mr. %eedmanf s report sho&d the 

gecegsity: for thee: Commission to reneti its wo&k aiming at ‘the ‘establ&-&3ent 

of: th,ei P~v&io,nel~ Counc;lls. ,of Government, inasmuch &a ‘many of the “tasks 

involved in administering food supply would have’ to be’ donk on the spot .’ 
.,*. 

‘, In reply. to a question, &. Reedman explained ‘that rationing in 

Palestine ’ was *carried out not by ind.ividuaJ. ration c&da but’ by 

allocations ,to the distributive outlets on ,the b&isof ,po$ulation, and 

that,. therefore, was a matter of internal price~c’ontrol~ ohiefly carried- 

out by government subsidy. 
;. 

The view ‘was expressed that there was no obj&tion to allo$iing private 

importers., to,, finance imports providing, that all their ‘contracts. were 

approved. by, the Commission and. that price and’ blaLCk’&&4&t cont&s were’ 
: 

instituted. I ‘, ./.,, ./’ ,.. 

In reply to a question regarding the system of food distribution ,in’ ” 

Palestine, I@. Reedman explained that the bulk-of the purchsses%rk ‘made 
,. ,.I. 

by the Palestine Adminif&rat$on from the ,Ministry of Food. ’ ‘In the’ case of 

cereals, sugar ,and dairy pro.ducts the, ptichases w’ere made on’ the Governmdnt 

trading account and distributed by the government agents I The’, agents ‘w’ere 
/ ’ 

largely Ste.el Brothers, a British firm. 
:,, I ‘, .’ . . ,.I :; ), 

It was suggested’that after 1.5. May Steel Brothers be’&iade ‘the: :’ 

Commissiont s agent for exclusive handling of specified commodities; “’ ’ “’ 

Ar@ments in favour of such an arrangement. were that the market ‘trouLd be 

kept under control, and that there was no other effective way of ctirying 

out the provisioning of Palestine whioh obviously ‘cduld not be’postponed. 

On the other hand, there were many arguments .againat this pro%osal. It was 

pointed out that Steel Brothers might not be interested in’ the offer since 

they might consider the risk excessive; that the .proposal mi&t be 

considered a violation of the Assembly resolution, and that it could not 

be carried out without the necessary administrative tichinery and should 

rightfully be undertaken by the Provision&L ‘Councils of Government. 
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J4i?. ~~~,(Senior,~.ogn~~~a Adviser) stated that he-had asked .' ;: . ,, 

.i,Mr,O,Henson to ,g$.ip:@uch,w‘ith Stee;l Brothers. He point+d.out, however, 1 :; : : ; ; . . . ,: ,' 
that,GgeUctnment ,buyin& had ,constituted part of the, control &I subsidies . ;,. ., 

had,.,been pa,id tp,&e.eppri~es down. . 5' ,. 

The CHAQD@N:thou&t that.the Commission would in any case need a ;'! ,/ i. : .,. _ %. 

workin@ fund,,..not,+$.y with respect, to food supplies, but relating to . ..I 

i-$. ,d$i,pcj, . . . . +n g,e7n,er$ r -An att,empt td:securefinancial assistance now,;, 

rn~~jg,~.~e ,p,.tes$. case..showin~ whetherthe governments whiFh voted for . . . . 

partition really meant to have the plan implemented, .:', 

&.yp.+~ to a.question, Mr. E33EDW stated that the tota& annual ., ., . ,:,.. ," 
cost qS,,fqod,.~porta:~~as 20 million pounds, of which 9 $.lllon were on, _. 'I 

t41e.GsvernmentItL?ad~ng acy;ount, with a.loss due to subs$.dies amounting:,, .,.. 

to 2 million pounds. Thus, if the Government trading acoount,were.J.eft 

openfor en addit,ional,3 months gfter3~1$j May, the total cost of ,food ,. :( 

imports wgIld be approximate&y 5,million pounds. ,',c; I. ,, 

The SECRETARY .dre%attention to the ironic ,inoonsistency $?.whioh, . " 

,! the Commission wou&d find itself .if it took the position that itcould ,A'/' 8' 

..n,ot make any arrange3nents for the purchase of food for.oonsumption~after 

15 May while simultaneously accepting the position of'. successor authority 

in Palestine with aI.1, the responsibilities that devolve upon such an 

authority. . I : 

He pointed out that regaJ?dless of what mi&t be decided dono'erning 

the supply from dollar areas something could be done within the sterling 

area by using the sterling surplus of theIPalestine Administration. 

Mr+ Reedman 1ra.s requested to prepare a memorandum for the Commisston's 

,lnformation on the implications of the blocking of Palestinian sterling 

balances and how that measure would affeot the Commission's position 'after 

17 May. ,. .: 

The CEAIRMAPJ:stated that the, who@ questionof financing w&a very 

important and would require much further thought pn the part of the'.. ' ' 

Commission. Consideration of the subject would be resumed at the next 
meeting. I 

/CONSIDERATION 



CONtikilIERA~ION OF THE M!ZMOIitAJYDW ii$&lXEb i3Y MR, ,IJ!!$b?IkS$?EL REGAIWN?;.,.:, :;., 
CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT OF PALESTINl& %&PLOYEES (Informal Paper UK/44) ,." L.. ,, 'I' ,. .( .., ,, .: ',: i j.;.; ! 

The above memorandum with the accompanying~letter to ', 
.';' '+ : (, I .l: .~ ,, ;J' ; ; i ,, : ,' ,,' 

Mr. ,Fletcher-Cooke were accepted with minor drafting changes, 
,' . 

It was 
4,,;, .,' :; ,',! .. . " ,y , ,", .', A.. ..;; I .' ,. I,, 

decided to entitle the document "A Communica$ion to all. the Employees 
.i I :.i,;, ,!' ,' .., ,:, ,, ,.: ,I . ! .I~ 

of the Palestine Administratfon." . I ., I ; I,.':", ,,, ,. :,: ; ‘i, I ', , ; . '-'. 1. I ,I; 

COrirsIDER&PION OF A~TfON.BY:THEMANDATORY POWER; I&$KV@JINGS~?LING-B&N~S 

It was decided to postpones consideration: of' thi,s stem until the . ,,,: 

mti~orandum by Mr. Reedman :(.Senior Economic AdvJ.s,er) was.submitted, 

: ,  .,,‘. 
. -  . . ;  

j 
,,:’ ,  . .  ,’ . :  

CONSIDERATION OF MEM%ANlXM OF 'FRE JEWISH AGENCY F&!PAIESTINE ON "THE 
POLICY OF THE mATORY POWER IN PAIESTINE SINCE THE ADOPTION OF TEE. : 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION, WITH PARTICULAR REF%IXENCE TO SECURITY" 
(Info&al Paper JA/21) : :, * : ,,i ; I : I, , 

memorandum was to acknowXedge:its receipt and .to take .note of. .the ,fact: 

~.~tHat It h&d alreddy~be~n,is~bmitted by the Jewish Agency to the Members; 

of:tho Security Council. f I 

‘, . ,* 
‘. 

.’ ,  ,  

COMMUNICATION FROM THE'JFWISH AGENCY CONCERNING MUNICIPAL POLICE UNITS" 
.i.',' fnr"PAL;ESTINE (Informal Paper JA/20) 

‘. 

It',t&s d&idsd'that'no action other than an acknowledgment of the 

receipt of the above Gommunication would be neoessary, In the letter-of 

acknowled&ment~ mentidn'should be made of the fact that the Commission 

' had'alreadji &vered"this matter in its Special Report to thb Security1 

Cournctl. ” 

, 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HEBREW COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION ' 

'.i ' ,. The +IRMAN, in calling the attention of Members to ';he above .,. .:' i 
,, communic,qtion,: atated,that .a representative of the Hebrew Committee Of: ..'!, ,,_, ', ..!I .I, 

:,,:' National L,iboration.@hed t;o appear before,th,e:Cpmmission in order toA ,. '.I. 

: express ., t&e c~,QRld,ttee!B Vi W8 on the Palestine, situation.. He.pointed . t,.. . ,.', ., 

OU$ that .the Hebrew Commit$ee of National Liberation was a revisionist ',. :, 4 

organizatidn which sponsored the Ir@ln Zvai Leumi, Was opposed to the 

: ; :..$ /Jewish Agency 



Jew~~~,&&~~ ,j;;;;d:;i;~~'not.ap~~~eh befqrd' U&SdOP) In:vi%w '&7 the fact,', 
<,,.,.,'Y,L '.> ;, "';,' :' ;,: 6 . . j. , 8'. ' '. :' ., 

that the Committee claimed to ba an a&!&nization in exile, the Chair&n 
,:, ", :;,:: d., 'I 

suggest:eh that it should be given a hearing. This concession would not 
: :, <‘ ,i -.,,:,;',,,,, '. , . . . . . . :I. .,. _; 

establish a precetent; the Commission was free to interview anyone tgat“ 
.' :', ,;.' ., :. ,. .: . ,'. 

it considered useful for the implementation of its tasks. Es saade it 
. ,. 

clee,r that the Committee was not being consulted on the establishment 
I , .  .  . , . I .  .  

ST.' --o$~'t$e%'rov-isional Gdticil bf Government in the Jewish State..but on the 

terti'bE.l*Gference of~its letter to ,the Commissions . 

The'E&JQARY' inrormed the Gomr&~ion that a,repres,entative of the 

above organfzation had been to see him and that he had refrained from ,.; i:. ,. ,,, I > ' i' "' . . : ',:,; 
indi?at&ng-'tb.the representative that it would be'pqssible for h%m to'- , , '. .'.: a_ _, ', I ,,' . ..<.. '.: 
come before the Commission for the time being. His reason for doing:so 

r'&preek&t&l any &&.q3' ini Palestine. Moreover.he.had- explained to .him 

that;'th& 'C~mrmi~ssion-was!bon~~rmed with the impksmentation~of the,,Assembly 

resolution and not tiith a discussion of the entire que,stlon of Palestine. 

He had advised the representative to send the CommissSon a communication I,.,., ';';.; .;, ,._I.,, : 1' . _ : '. / ,! :, ..,. I ,.. _ ,,, ,.!" ; ,. ..' 
formally requesting to be heard'at the'time:rh'e;l',th.~'comnclEibion'~~~s hearing 

the various .Palesti;nian.groups.in connection,with,the setting up of the 

l?rokLsiond. Counc3jls..of Government., ..: :,),. 

i' 'HOW6ver;'itias:decided 

r'ejx?eseritatZve of ~the~:Hebrew 

letter be sent asking him to 

that it might be useful. to hear thb, ,,_ 

Committee .of National ]Liberation and ,thFt a 

hold himself in readiness for an interview 

with the Commission some time during the following week. 
'. i" . :. '.(,.') I, .,., .,. '/ ,, .,," , 

COMKJNICATION Et?014 TEE JEJKtSB COMMUNITY COUNCIL,'&IF'A (jtiformal'P&er JA/22) 
/,( .' ,' 'I > 
Uith reference'"& the above commtnication'coacerning Je& detainees 
.:. ! ., .' _. ( .‘ ,' 1 1, 

'in X&$$ it was deoihed"th& in the 'acknowledgm&t of the receipt of tkse 
'., Co~~~icati.iOri; 'j.hc' ()&&i&l;on woda se&f.& '+.kd.$ it' h& asea~ 'ta;kefi up the 

: ,‘: .; i ,.: ,t, ’ 

matter with the'$&&tory~Po.cie~ a&-had ?kk~"adkikk 'by the iatte3e'-tliat 
' . . ' ,I, ; ,'.*1'*, ,, (: -, . . ' ',,, 

all detainees outside Palestine would be r&leased bet~een'l'j I%$'and 
.,','.' ;., i ; .; l Au&s;.; ,,‘ 'L... ,:'t. (, .:i'.. ,;, : ,,iL ,r;;. I, ,‘. ‘1 :,:,: I . > > :. 

. . . . :, :. , :,‘., ; .:,: ,.i ,,i /The opinion 
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The opinion was expressed, however, that the Commission should look 

furthep into the possibilities of arranging for the release of the detaiinees 

immediately after 13 May. 

The Cm pointed out that inasmuch as *the position of the 

Mandatory Power was that the detentions in question took place fox 

security reasons and that as long as it occupied any part of Palestine 

it would retain responsibility for the security of that territory, it 

was impossible for the Commi.ssion to secure the release of the detainees 

before the stfpulated time. 

The meeting rose at 6.10 p,rn: 


