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EXPIANATION OF MEMORAI\TDUM SUBMI’I‘TED V0 UHE CHATNMAL BY THE LEAIRMAN OF ‘I’HE
HEBREW COMMI’I’T EE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION

The CHAIRMAN sugges‘bed that the following proced.ure be followed in the
hearing of My, P. Bergson, on behalf of the Hebrew Committee of Na.tlonal
Liberation. Mr, Borgson was to be received unaccompanied by any other member
‘of his committee, After he had concluded his statement he was to bevquesti‘oned
only on matters concerning which the Commigsion wag in need of enlightment. |
The 11m1tatmn of time at Mr Bergson's disposal was to be left to the dis-
cretion of the Chairman

The Chaima.n 8 suggesﬁions wei'a o.greed to | It‘was further decidéd to
release to the Press only the vbare statement that 8 representative of The
Hebrew Committee of National Li‘beratlon had a;ppeared before the Commission
for the purpose of making a sta,tement on behalf of that Committee. o

N On the invitation of the Chalrman Mr P, Bergson, Cha,:trman oAf‘ ’.Phe |

H A C'ﬁ ?\’ R T —

; ebfew @ommiat‘dge o National Liberation took his pl&ce a.t the Commission
g’ Mﬁsl SIS

U L A - - ' - B . . . R . : .
i ARG QTQHKIRMAI\] invited Mr. Bergson to present his views on the memorandum

nn sz

which he had submitted (Informal Paper JA/19),
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Mr ‘BERGSON (Chairman df The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation)
stated that he had brought with him copies of the statement which he inten@ed
to submit to the Commission embodying certain proposals Which he proceeded to
elaborate. | |

Copies of Mr. Bergscn 5. statement were di tributed to the members of the
Commission. o et -‘

Mr. BERGSON ‘said that he would not burden the Comaission with s reading
of the whole document which he had submitted but would state only the gist of
its contents. | |

He wanted first of all to stress that his. a_ppeaiance before the Commission
did not signify tha.t_‘jahe:‘_ Coinmittee which he reﬁresented had altered the posi-
t}on it had taken with respect to the overa:ll 'questic;n KQf partition, and that,
at the same time, the proposals they were submit*bing ﬁad been formulated in

strict adherence to thé terms of reference of the C.ommission

| In analysmg the present situation in Palestlne and the difflcultles

confrontlng 1te solutlon M., .Bergson.- suated that the Hebrew Commlttee of

Natl‘onal leeratlon belleved that there were-'-two ‘Lmaerlying cond_.itions facil}g

the Commission; firstly, the.deliberate hampéring and sabotaging of the )

Comm:.ssion's tasks by the United Kingdom Government which was domg all mthin

its power to create 8. state -of chaos in Palestlne, and. secondly, that the )
‘ Comm:Lssion on J_v May, would undeniably become the de facto or de Jure Govern-
ment of Palestlne . 4

| 4 Th;e Comrnlttee believed that the overall question in Palestlne coﬁld not

be Bolved vrlthout taklng into account the attitude of the United Klngdom -
Government. They also believed that the Commission should reallze that the |
Hebr‘ew people Were determined ;ever -ag&m to jpermlt themselves to be reduced to
a, sub human status a8 had ooc:urred in Eux*ope a,nd not to submlt further to o
nassacres a,nd_ campalgns of exberminahlon. Whlle the Hebrew people were weak
and peace- lov:.ng, yet they were strong enough to retallate 1n klnd and cause
an equal number of casualtles to those attacl«:ing them namely, ‘the Britlsh and ‘

the Arabs s as they would sustaln themselves He ma,de it cleaxr that 1f there

were a war it would be a two- sided war &and. not a one: sided massacre
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He thén read from the memorandum ;‘
chérnment had preventéa the Palestiné Cdﬁmiésién fromlcarrjihg out its duties
and informed the Commission that the Hebrew Coémitteé for National Liberation
had formulatéd'proposals ﬁhose adoption wouid“not be conditional upon the
acquiescence of the Mandatory Pdwer. He gtreseced that hié Committee believed.
that’only by proceeding independently of the Mandatory ?ower could the Com-~
nission resolve the present crisis in Palestine.

Mr. Bergson theﬁ proceeded to read td the Commiesion the proﬁqsals con-
tained in the supplementary document which he had previously circulated.v'in
elaborating the first proposal regardihgvthe iﬁmediate establishment of a
gsovereign ﬁebfew republic by the Palestine Commlssion, he stated that the
notion that the plan oi the General.Assambiylhad to be carried out in its
entirety was unwarrantéd and ﬁrovided %? axcuse to ite enemiles for frustrsting
it, Thé Commission ghould therefore make it élear tovall Members of the
United Natione that it would proceéd fo cérry out some of the provisiong of
the resolution irrespectivé of the impossibility of carrying out others,

Mr, Bergson quéstioned the authority of the Arab spokesmen to‘speak for
the- Arab people. He sccused them of being foreign adventurers and collabora-
tors with the Axié who had been‘installed in their present posi?ions by the
British, He said that tha.neighbouring Arab States were more concerned with
acquiring a seventh sovereign Arab State and therefore would oppose partition.

He explained that hie Committee drew a distinction between Hebrews and
Jews. . The term Hebrew was synonymous for them with the term Palestinlen and.
was used to describe Moslems, Christians, and Jews who were natives or had
become citizens of Palestine. In the Hebrew Republic these religious groups
would be equal in the eyee of the law., He stated that the religilous division
should be‘understood as such and that the purpose of the Assembly resolution
wag not to establish religious states but political ingtitutions. In thelr
view the General Assembly Plan provided for the creation of democratic, pro~‘
gressive, and not archaic states., The Hebrew Republic in Palestine could and

would include members of all groups.

paegage stating that the United Kingdom
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With reépect to, the eecondﬁproposalPregarding the formation.of e militia,
Mr, Bergson stressed again its general %aiéstinian character‘as opposed to a
purgly Jewleh one. H{s Committee believed that the Commission could proceed
with the orgenization of a volunteer,asrmed force immediately even while it
waa_still in New York, He pointed ovt that thers wes no need for a draft

law sipce there‘wereAplenty of eager volunteers available; and proceeded to
explain the ways end means for the_immediatefcreation of an armed force. He
tqlq‘ﬁpevCommission that his Committes had informaﬁion fromipeople coming
erm.Palegtine vho had been in contact with the undérground forces thet there
were thdusgnds of Christisna an@KMpslems th were’prepared to volunteer, for
such a force in order to participgﬁe activelym;n_the restoration of order in
Palestine. He_claimed,that no Palestin;an Ar@bs wefe taking part in the
prasgnt clashes in Palestihe but that the fighting was being instigated by
foreigners who employed non-Palestinien mercensries, He stressed the amicable
relations that existed even now between the Arab and Jewish natives of

. Palestine.

Regarding the proposal for the formation of a small bodyguard for the
protection of the Commission, which would be composed of sméll contingents -
granted. to each member by_his own government, Mr, Bergson stated that this was,
necessary as he had conclpded from reading the Commission's report that the .
Commission wag unwilling to gee itselfl prétected only by the Arab an& the

Jewlsh forces. He took the opportunity to stress agein that this difficulty

vas due to the cetermlnation of the non-Pslestinian Arab mercenaries to
frustrate the work of the Commlssion. 'He gtated thet this propos&l, although
it mighﬁ appear fantastic at first sight, had beén exeminad'carefully by
several experts whom.his_Comﬁittee had consulted and was fouﬁd'to be feasible.
He pointed out that owing to the length of the presént déliberabions of the
Security Council and other.téchnical reasons it Would be impossible to send

an armed force of the Uhited Nations to Palestine in timé to avert the im-
pending tragedy, nor would it be possible to avert if by'keepihg-thé troops

of the Mendatory FPower there any>1onger, an act which would only make the
clash more violent. He emphasized thet the Hebrew people did not need. the

assistance of an armed force, but military equipment and supplies and the
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moral support of the Commlsclon | The tasgk o1 the Comm;861on Qa;'to establich
the scverngn states Hle Commlttee ﬁelleved that the respon51b111ty for the
integrity and the Securlty of the two States, once they had been created
would not lie w1th the Commlsslon but w1th the Securlty Council, which should
protect them from external aggreesion but not from internal disorders.

Regarding the uevenbh proposal namely the flnan01ng of the Commissioﬁ
Mr., Bergson thought that the fuliilment of the CommlsSJOn 8 task could not be
carried out on a charltable basis, and he therexore proposed a loan from the
International Bank. He noted that in the case oi the application by the
Unlted Nations to the Internatlonal Bank ior a loan in connection w1th the |
building of the United Nations Permsnent Headquarters, when the loan vas
turned dbwn; anvéppiication had 5een ﬁade directly to'fhe United States Govern-
ment, He thought that the same proced: re could be followed by the Commiséion
chould an application made ﬁy it to the Bank be turned down,

;Onithe question of the prisoners held by the Mendatory Power outside
P&lestihe'Mr.'Bergson depléied the fact that they had been ignored both by
the Jewish Agency and the United Netions and expressed the hopé that something
would be done about them shortly. | | A

In conclusion, Mr. Bergeon resffirmed that his Committee believed that
the sense of the General'Assembly resolution was a'recbgnitioﬁ of the right
of the Hebrew people to Palestine, The issue waé~nof s question of territory,
but & question of a péopleL Therefore, the Assembly resolution had stressed
the urgency end the prime importance of the question of immigration and pro
vided -Tor.the date of 1 Tubruary as the time vhen the flow of displaced persons
to Polestine gould commence His Committee considered that the nullificetion
of that dateline Dby the United Kingdom Government had been the most severe
blow to the whole Plen, and that the Commission should: counteract ite eflect
ag much a8 poecible by e%pé&iting'thé?flow of displaced persons to Pezlestine,

Mr, Bergson repeated that the Hebrew people did mot need srmed support
and expressed his vegret thet he.could not share the Commission's view that
en. international force in Palestine was imperative for the carrying out of

the Commission's task. There were many degrees of asction between the two
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extremes of gsending sn intermational force ﬁb Palesgtine and maintaining an
embargo on arms to Pelestine. He'reaffi%mad‘hi@ucdnvictiOn*éﬁat the Hebrew ©
Repﬁblic once*CreatedﬂWOul&'defend;itéeif‘and would receive the' protection of °
the Security‘CounCil.

In reply to a questibn by the CHAIRMAN as to the meaning of the phrase -
"Hebrew Repuvblic" used by his Committee, Mr. BERGSON (Thé Hebrew Committee of
llational Liberation) replied that it was the Committee's term for the "Jewish
State! referred to in the Geheral Ascembly Resolution. 'He clérified hie under-
standing of the term "Hebrew" as'inéluding 511 the inhabitants of Palestine as
well as a2ll European displaced Jews.  His Committee preferred "Hebrew Republic"
because they considered that the Commisgon would not be setting up a réligioﬁé.
stete but would be establishing the independence of a certain area of the
world.

Mr., FEDERSPIEL (Demmark) noted that Mr, Bergson delined those who be
longed to the Hebrew Republic as the popuiation in Palestine'and the displaced
persons of Burope deeiring to go to Pélestine. He asked wh@ther‘thé;Committee
held the question of general immigration as beiﬁg a separaté'métter;H
' Mr. BERGSON (The Hebrew Committee of Netional Libera{-,icn) replied’ that
thenCQmmittee‘considered the people in Europe who wished to go to Palesfinéi
not as immigrants but ae those returning to Palestine by right and not ﬁ;
sufrerenace' The&ibecame Hebrews by fhevproéess of self—déterminétion:“On
the other hand the Jews of Amerlca fbr insténce vere considefed“gflﬁhem th:
Americans, When the utates were set up and their 1mm1gratlon laws establlshed
Americen Jawe w1sh1ng to go to Palestine should, in the Committee's opinion
apply for visas in the normal way .

Tha CHAIRMAN asked what wee the relatlonshlp, if any, between the Jevish
Agency and The Hebrew Commlttee of Netional Liberatiomn. - ‘ .

Mr BERGSON (The Hebrew Committee of National leera@iog) replied that .
there wae no relationship between the.two orgenizatione. ﬁiq Committee con
cidered the‘Jewish Agency to be an internstional body, which? though entitleq"
to represent tue interegts ol the Jevws in Palestine, had m right to act as

their spokesman, especially since 1t wag. collaborating with the Mendatory Power .
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vhich was opposed to the 1ndependence of Palestine. The Committee did not
challenge the right of the Jewieh Agenoy tovbe recogrized by the Commission
as the repreeentative of Jewry, but it did challenge its right to be the
spokesman of the Hebrewvﬁeople of felestine inacmnch'as ahvest part oi the
population of Paleetine who had iought for the liberetion of Palestine did
not maintain any reletions w1th the JeW1 sh Agenoy. He defined the Hebrew
Committee as being a Pelestinian body in exile since 1¢Lk) having no direct
alfiliation with the militant underground orgenizations in Palestine except
insofar as they had the same ends in view, namely the 1ndependence of Pelestine.
The Committes would remain in exile only as long ac Palestine remained under
the oocupetion of the Unilted Kingdom,

The CHAIRMAN enquired whether The Hebrew Committee of’ Nstional Liberaticn
repreeented any political perty of Palestine, hed any political efiilietions
or wag backed by any organization in Palestine. |

Mr..BERGSON (The Hetrew Committee of Netionsl Liberation) replied in
the‘negetive. He‘stated that the Committee, although a political organization,
did not epeak for any politicel party in feleetine ag there were in fact none
other than internationsl Zionist'partiee and those collaborating with the
Man&etory Power. The Committee concerned iteelf with the national interests
of the whole population irrespeotive‘of any political viewe. It maintained
that Pzlestine had bsen occupied by United Kingdom forces and had set as its
obJjective the liberation of Pzlestine. He added that there was wide support
of the Committee in Ielectlne which would become apparent when the forces of .
the Mandatory Power had left the oountry and there was no longer feay of
British reprisals. He claimed to speak for’ell those Peleetinions who were
seeking the independence of thelr country. |

Mr. MORGAN (faname) enguired nhether the Committee had‘eny relationship
with the Irgun or Stern Groups. |

Mr. BERGSON (The Hebrew Committee of Netional Liberation) replied that

the Committee aimed at fighting politically for 1ndependenoe while the Irgun

and Stern groups aimed at fighting for it millterily. Therefore their aims

were the same,
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The CHAiRMAN aeked whether independenoe was not the aim of all the o

pdrtiee in Palestine.

My, BERGSON (The Hebrew Commlttee of Natlonal leeratlon) féﬁiiéd‘in:'
the negatlve. The Jew1eh Agency, he eaid were cQ- opereting w1th the o
Mandatory Power in Paleetlne whlle the latter were merely trylng to creete

{

chaoe.. However, he. would draw the Commlselon 8 attention to the eecond
paragraph of pege g of the document he had eubmltted which 901nted ont thet
the Commlttee were not anti- British in general and were reluctant to cite
euch bltter truthe about the United Kingdom Government's pollcy in Peleetlne.

My, MORGAN (Panama) referred to the statement in Mr. Bergeon 8 memo-
randum that the Hebrew people would never accept pertltlon a8 the flnal

; eolutlon end aeked whether the Commleeion could at present expect the
Committee's co- operatlon in ite epe01flc task, ‘

Mr. BLRGSON (The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation) replied that
although hlS Commlttee wanted to make it clear for the record thet they
thought that the Hebrew people had no right to cede part of their natlonal
territory by acceptlng the establisghment w1th1n that territory of two ellen
states, Trane-Jordan and the Arab State and that thereiore it reserved 1te
epproval of the Plan as a final solution, the Committee vas there to help‘”
the Comuission in whatever way the Commlcelon vlehed them to. They under-
stood, of course, that thelr proposale to the Commission had to be withln
the terms oi referenoe of the Commission. The Commlttee thought thet it o
would be poeelble to arrive at a revision of the partitlon scheme 1ater by
negotlatione. He affirmed that 1f the Lommleelon accepted even eome of h1°1
proposals hie Commlttee would assiet the Commieelon in 1te work both here |
and in faleetlne, but eteted that it was at preeent 1mpoeeible and in fact
pomntleea to try to determine the nature of the future politlcal regime 1n
Palestine. | -

Mr MOBGAN (Panama) esked if Mr Bergeon believed in the prlnciple of

democrucy, end if BO, vhether he under tood that the Commieeion hed to work

with organized groups in eetting up the Prov181onal Coun011e of Government
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Mr. BERGSON ('lhe Hebrew Committee of Natlonal leeration) replied that
he did belleve in democracy and that the Commlttee vag equally concerned
that the democratlc rlghts of the Hebrew oltlzeno of Palestlne, 1rre°pect1ve
of whether they were Chrlstians Moslems, or Jevws; for only 1f a formula |
were ;ound meklng 1t p0351ble for all the groups to live together in frlend-
shlp would peace bhe secured. However he believed that it was imp0551ble‘
to apply democracy in Palestlne today when people were shot for expreswlng
opiniong., Therefore, the Commission should, in his opinion, first.set up
Provieionai Cougcils of Government as best 1t could. |

Mr. MORGAN (Panama)'esked what specifio assistance the Committee
could give ﬁﬂe Commission. |

Mr BERGSON (The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation) replied
that it oould give mllltary co- operatlon by putting at the Commiesion' 5
disposal, after its arrival in Pelestine, Pelestinian officerc and men to
cerry out the Commisslon' 8 orders. o

| The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr, Bergson for his statement and his answers to
questlons.

Mr BERGSON (The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation) sﬁated that
he was most grateful to the Commission for its courtesy in allow1ng him to
come before it and assured the Commission that the Commlttee would be gla

to assist the Commisgion st eny time.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION CONCERNING CERTAIN POINTS
WHICH WERE AT PRESENT OUTSTANDING (Informal Paper UK/49)

The Commission took up the five points mentioned in the above -communi-
cation and took the following decieions.

Regarding p01nt (a) Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) observed that he had
understood that a8 a result of the previous correspondence on the subgect
of the Palestlne Museun in Jeruealem a8 Board of Trustees would be set up
and thet the proposals of the Mendetory Power had been found acceptable

However, he would take up the matter again and give them a reply in writing.
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: Regérdiné poiﬁt b), 1t vas deuiﬁed &fter a brief discussion that the
Commlssion agreed thh the proposal 1t boﬁtained in principle and that
in thie comnection Jt would have no comment on point (e) |
| Regarding poiht (¢}, it vas agreed that the COmmic31on should accept -
thé Méndatory Pover 's proposal. The Internatlonel Red Cross Committee couldﬁ
probably provide for‘the vacuui iﬁ'other similar ser&ices vhich would be |
crested after 15 May. |
It wae péﬁnfed out that the United Netions Appeal for Cﬁil&renuféilﬂrik
in the same category as the matter concerning the Internstional Red Croes
~ Conmittee. It‘was agreed that no cOntribution céuld be made to ﬁhé Aﬁﬁeal
vnder the present circumstances. N
| Regardiné point (d), My. FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) read a draft he had
prepared of aulétter to be sent‘to the Internatlonal Bureau of the Uniﬁérsal‘
Postal Union. He féﬂarkedAthat the legal poéition regarding the Postéi
Union was very obscure and Mr., Stavropoulos (Senior Legel Adviéer) had pre-
paigd'a wvorking paper on it (document A/AC.él/W.éG). It was cléér, héysaid,
that the Commission would wish to consulﬁ with the Universal Postal'Uhién“‘
on the arrangements to be made for the continuation of thé péétél:éervice
after 15 May. ‘ |
‘The CHAIRMAN pointed out that there remainéd ﬁhe question regarding
the differentiation between ordinary and parcel post, élsb regérding Monéy
Orders.
It was agreed that Mr. Federspiel would send e letter to the Interna. .
tional Bureau of the Univereal Postal Union, wlth a copy to be sent to’

Mr. Fletcher-Cooke.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE UNITED KING@OM DEIEGATION‘CONCERNING MILITIA IN
PALESTINE (Ihformal Peper UK/46) | | |
The CHAIRMAN ASKED Mr. ERANCISCO (Phillppines) 1o 1nvestlgate the

matter dealt with by the above communication.
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COMMUNICATION FROM TEE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION CONCERNING THE FODD SUPPLY‘
POSITION IN PALESTINE (Iniormal Poper UK/ 51 |

Mr, REEDMAN (Senior Economlc Adv1eer) read hie report to the Commie-
sion on financing the food sutply of'Paleetioe. |

The opinion was expressed that, judging by the Agreement, encloaed
with the above document which‘the‘Government of Palaatine had entered
into with Steel Brothers and Company, the latter prov1ded readJ made
machinery which the Commiession could wtilize with respect to the procure-
ment of food supplies. The Company was accustomed to doing the buying and
distributing. However, the financing qaestion remained. It was pointed
out that the subeidy paid to Steei'Brothers was very{emall and thereiore it
ghould be QOS°lble for the Commiseion to retaln their serv1ces which would
be of great value'

The CHAIRMAN asked about the Company's machinery.

Mr. REEDMAN (Senior Economic Adviser) replied that the Compsny acted
as agent in the procurement of cereels the allocation being made by the
International Emergency IFood Counoll within the framework of the British
Ministry of Food quota for the whole of the Middle EEst. Suger suppliec
were obtained by the Ministry of Food by direct arrangement with the
Palestlne Admlnlstxatlon, In any case, nearlg all the shlpments vere
obtalned through the Ministry., Fats and 01ls were only partially provided
through the machlnery oi Steel Brothers the balance being provided for
through Unllever, and other private traqers Also, fate and oils could
be obtalned outeide the British Emplxa if dollar lundc could be found.

The CHAIRMAN obeerved that Steel Brothers did not therefore provic
the total machinery which would be neceesary

Mr. REETMAN (Senior Eoonomlc Adv1ser) agreed that 1t ‘did not. It
would be necessery in the firet place to be able to gurantee payment
Then, the Commiesion would have to satisfy itself regardlng the machlne
of procurement. He noted that allocations had been‘made through the exi:
ing machinery for whest and bread ceresle beyond 15 May -- in fact, to

3¢ June, There was e strong case for extending the uee of the trading
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account'by £hé“Uhitéd“Kiﬁg&omVaﬁﬁhoritiésffar a period somewhat beyond . .
15 May as a part of the responsibiiitﬁeé,of”theﬂMandatory Power, since. the:,.
Cormiseion had no »‘wa;y 6f continuing the 'supply of food to Palestine without
interruption.

' Ttwhs agreéd thet, with i;espect to the machinery of procurement, the
Commission should address itself to the United Kingdom Government, which -
was not unsympathetic to the idea. o

' It was further agreed that the technical side of procurement should
be separated from the financing of supplies., Regarding the former, it was .
agreed to transmit an official request to the .United Kingdom Govermment -ask-
ing them not to liguidate th'eir“tfading accounts until 31 July, as well as
o’ e:xten'c'i’ tie contract of Steel Brothers until that date. The adopted. date
could be changed if necessary to 15 July in order to facilitate the negoti-
ations,

On the question of the finanding of supplies during the trensition
periocd, it wes decided to approsch the United States Government as a feeler
for subsequent negotiations for a $10 million loan to the Palestine Commis-
gion either from the United States Treasury or from the Export-Import Bank.
It was pointed out, however, that with respect to the Export-Import Bank-
there was a limitetion in that losns could only be secured if they were spent
on 'Ii‘roducts bought in the United States or its dependencies. The original
figure of ¢4 million submitted by Mr. Reedman in his report, and arrived at
by the éalcﬁlation of the present annual rate of spending for a period of
six weeks, was changed to a tentative figure of $10 million to cover &
longei" period, Mr. Reedman was instructed by the Chairman .to prepsre an
analysis and justification for the amount of the proposed loan, . It was
agreed that the Chairman ztould sound out the United States 8slegation to
the United Nations regarding the best procedure to be followed in applying

for & loan from the United States Government. |
SECOND MONTHLY REPORT TO THEE SECURITY COUNCIL

The Commission decided to defer consideration of the second monthly

progress report to the Security Council until a later date.

The meeting rose at 6.26 p.m.



