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UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION 

2XJMMARi RECORD OF THE FORTY-NINTH I'fEETING 

Lake Success, Neti York 

Tuesday, 9 March i&8, at 3.00 p',m'. 
Present: 

Chairman: Mr. I&SICK-X (Czechoslovakia) " . 

Mr. Medina (Bolivia) 

_ Mr, Pederspiel. (DenmsWr) 

.: ', Mr,, Morgan (Panama) 

Mr. Monzon (Philippines) 

(Observer for Mr. Francisco) 

Secretariat: Mr, Bunche 

Mr. Ree&nm 

(Secretary) 

(Senior lkonomic Advisor) 

CONS'ETATICN KITE MR, EOOFIE~T, FINANCIAL EXl?ERT'OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR 

PALESTINE, ON-QUE%'IONS~ FElLATING'TC ,THEl CWEENCY BCARD AND STERLING 
BXj/qpJJS ‘, ; i. (. ..- 

On the invitation of the Chairman, Mr, S..Hoofien, financial. expert 

of thc.Jet&sh:Agency for Ealestihe, took his place at.the table. 

The CHfZ%AN--stated th$t according to the Commissionqs previous 

decision, Mr, H~&fi'efi~~ould state his views to the Commission an questions 

geiating to tl%Currency Board and Sterling Balances, 

Mr. HGWIEN (Jewish Agency) stated that he intended to divide the 

subject-matter of his statement into five peints which covered the 

subjects which the Commission had asked to be dis-,ussed, 

He explained that the first effect of the ne-tir regulation regarding 

Palestinian Steslkg Balances, was that the amount of sterling now 

available for purchases from the sterling area as we:LS as the amounts 

granted by the~B&nk & EngIand were very small. 'Of the 7,0002000 pounds 

sterling wh,ich' the Rank of England stated w&e available for current 

expenses and for working balances for the banks, 'the 4,000,0C!O pounds 

sterling which were stated to cover the latter purpose were mainly, if not, 
L.LLT,-"X?I. I."_n ,,_/, ‘:"~."H."'-,‘ ,.i"li ,." -.I, -.I-..‘o 

gi. $?m-FpT~ ,SFqea t 0 cover credits already granted. The remaining 
sterling, however, plus the accruals from exports chiefly 

/of citrus 



of cit-=us fmi-; which amounted to approximately another 42000,000 Pounds 

sterling, were available. me gwstfon arose as to whether this amount 

was sufficient to cover the needs of Palestine during the interim 

period. This, he submitted, =was a practical interest as His IdajestY's 

Government might be prep,ared to listen to the Commission’s views if the 

Commission should wish &press for further releases of blocked 

Palestinian funds, In suchCan eventuality certain intricate calculations 

regarding the necessary amounts VGUbi have -to be made, and Mr. Hoofien 
indicated that he was vCLli.ng to' submit them to the COmmj.SSfOn together 

(' 
with his conclusions'& the'subject; He stated that in the opinion of 

the Jewish Agency the existing 3,000,000 pounds Sterling Plus the 

accruals from current exports would be insufficient. He expressed the 

view that it was ‘orilylpossible to adapt the regulat+s of import trade 

by means of licenses .to the available foreign, exchange over 10% periods, 

because in this case the;orders could be adapted to the requirements of 

the situation. For shorter perZods he considered it an Tmpossibilitg 

owing to the time lag involved irksh$ppik?g and in payments, He stated 

that it would be desirable for the Commission to be informed of His 
‘. 

Majesty’s Governmentls attitude toward the posskkty of granting .’ 
further allocation for a longer period of time. ' 

In the second place, Mr. Hoofien expressed the opinion that the ,. 
foreign exchange earned by Palestine should accrue to.Palestine and not, _. 
as would be the present case, to the dollar pool of the sterling areas 
in spite.of its own management of its economic affairs, He stated that ,;- 
this situation should be altered now if’ possible ana’ could certainly not 

be preserved after 15 May. 
,- 

He proposed, therefore, that a mechanism '. 
should be found for Palestine to'administer its ovn foreign exchange. : 
This, he submitted; should be in the hands of the’ sovereign authority 

. 
and not under the control of a kndon organization, which would be 
COnCeYtXed with the interests of 'the lJrPit&I&g&mo He pointed out that . .’ 
this immediately raised’ the &u&t~ons of both the’ present and the future 

fate. of the Palestine Currency Botird. , 
Mr. Hoofien affirmed that there was a consensus of opi&ion on one 

thin& namely that no revolutionary meas&es should be taken; as ", 
confidence in currency was a ‘delicate”&tte’r and might be shalcen. He 

. . . 
said that the Jewish Agency vould'agree vith the.‘Vnited’JI-lngdom if it ., :. 
were in favOUr of “continuing the services cf the’ Currency Boa&d, He 

., ,. 
esrpressed the hope that the~‘Co&.nission would “second’‘this ‘view. 

‘, 
In such 

a case, howev&r, the point k0tiJ.d arise as’ ‘to who ‘w&l-d control and have 
aufhxity over’ the Currekcy So&d &?“ter’ lj”&y; He ‘explained in this I’ __‘.,_. ‘.. ., .,. ,,I’ .,, _ -, 

/regard 



regard that the United Kingdom’ Government exerci.aes its authority -in 

Pales tine through two channeXs, one being the Pa3.esMne Admkz?stration 

under the High Commissioner, T;hich was charged with aI1 .‘matters, except 

those regarding Palestinian Currency; : The sa.t:~factorg:condition of 

the Currency and the ,finsncial interest, of Palestine were in the hands 

of a second channel of authority, namely the Palestinian Currency Board. 

In anslrer to a questiojn by the Chaiman, coticerning the’ rela-bion. 

between these two chsznels of authority, Mr, Eoofien stated emphatically 

that there were none. He explained that the Palestinian Currency Board 

was a creation of His MaJesty*s Government which was parallel, ‘but not 

subordinate, to the Palestine Government, but received its instructions 

directly from the Mandatory Power a He pointed out, that this ‘was ~kue in, 

most similar. finanoial arrangements with countries considered backward 

,in that ,rospect, that is, where local administration teas inexperienced 

Sn currency matters and the people were considered to have, greater: 

confidence in London a 

Mr.. Hoofien submitted that it followed from. the doctrine .of the> 

United Kingdom Government that authority could not be .shared,’ that ‘if, 

the Palestine Administration renounced its authority over’ Palestine after 

15 May the Palestine Currency Board should be handed over to the 

successor authority. He made it clear that, trhile this doctrine appeared 

radical, he was not authorized to propose revolutionary changes in the 

functioning of the Pales tine Currency Eonrd but maintained that it was 

necessary to clarify the situation on’ this point zthich had. immeEliate~ 

bearing on the proposition that a 2k-o tern observer of the CoYhrilisslon 

would be “welcomed on the Currency Board, Be suggested that. by the same 

reasonTng, a British observer might be appointed to the Palestine Currency 

Board after 15 Nay. 

In answer to a question by the, Chairman, concerning his opinion about 

the period prior to the surrender of the Mandate, Mr ., Qoofien stated;thk%. 

H the appointment. of an observer to the Palestine Currency ,Board on behalf 

of ,the Cornmission was not a very important matter but would have c ’ 

considerable practical advantage s by putting the Commission. in touch with 

the Eunc43ons of .the Board.. He ,cautioned against this step befng’ ‘1 

construed as subtracting from the Commission1 s eventue;l authority over 

the Pale s-tine Currency, Board e .Be explained that if the Commission:~ecj.de’d 

to assume authority over the ,Currency Board after 15 May, one solut3.on 

becqe’ possible, nawly that the Commissi.on could: control; matters of. 

foreignexchange by permitting the present agents, Barclay9s Batik, to 

hold and administer foreign exchange as they were at present ‘doing.: Ke 

further pointed out that the Commission would find, on taking over, 

/ certain 
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certain ,wms available in the coffers of the Palestine Currency kard ., ; ./‘.: 
which Vese not required’ &n ,, a reswxe but which w&e k’arned ah!, therefore .’ : :!‘.j 
could be included in the country “S revenue e He expressecl. the opinion 

that it w&s Incompatible kith ‘the di&i.ty of & government that an 

exl;raneous body should determine whe6 an& how much ‘of ‘its ,funds should ,. 
go into the rovenue# !I?iis, he submitted, was a matter j’or th.e 

Commission to decide a He stated that a &&ditio,n concerning the amount 

to be handed over for reveke’ purposes by the Palestine Curyency, Board .’ 
had grown upe He hoped that’ the C&mission T.ould not deviate much from 

‘,. 
this sum in the future d 

The C!a.%RMnN asked whether the change should be chic$ly in the legal 

structure of the Board o 

Mr. HOCIXEN (Ykwish k&zncy) answered in the &firmative, H? 

expLained that the;ae would b’i’ Tao maii chan;Ses after 15 14ayF X%%itJy, whprea6 ; ! 
victim now the &3hTJtirJe Cwra:~oy I3.1Rrd had I~ww& &~*i;ou &C$dIN3% 0tplyil.ng 

holdings, after the ‘~bov6--mentic&&l date it would be able to issue no$es 

against foreign exchange s Secondly, after 13 May, Falestini?n securities 

might be accepted in the portfolio. Regarding this latter.‘point j.t had, 
‘, 

already been rais’ed and discussed by the Jepribh Age&y amd the Currency i 

BbaYd but had re&iried unsolved owing to the troubled situation which 

had ari.sen. 
.’ , , ,  , .  

Mr. HOOI?IXN expressed the opinion that since, aft& the order of 
22 February,’ Palestine was not any more a part of the sterling area 

systeti,’ but was to ‘be independent, the question of an equitable share ,, .r .. 
of the sterling area’s gold reserves for Palestine arose e AXthpu(=fn the 
United Kingdom &thorities had rep’catedly emphaslzed that the gold 

reservk which ‘they held did not belong to them ‘ex&&vely, bu,t to all 

the nations constituting the sterling area , no mention, had been made in 
the pronouncement of the United Kingdom authorities of the share due to 

Palestirie 0 In sup:port 6f Palestirk’s right in this matter, Mr. Hoofien 

mentioned the fact that non-members of the British Commonwealth of 
.,, 

Nations were included in the gold hold.ings of the sterling area, as we15 

as the precedent &eat& by former co&tri.es of the sZ;&$ing area which 
,:, 

in departing hBd raised the point of their share tn the gold holdiligs 

and their right to do’ so ‘had not been denied, Mr. Hoofien refused ,to, 
., 

name a definite fF&re as the equitable share of Palestine bind skated 

that it was a ‘matter OP f6ttire disdussions. He sugge&ed that the 
: 

Commission reserve the right of the future Economic Board to raise the 
,. 

point of Palestine “2 share 6f the total of 500,OP~,OOd’ pounds sterling 

’ ” in gold holdings. 
., I, 

‘. 

.’ 



The CUAIRMADT inquired +&her this question, arose only if the 

Economic Union of Palestine were to be separated Ofro~~ the st,erling area+ 

Mr, HGC!lKiJIN @ewish Agency) stated that the question would”no’t .,’ 5 
arise if the Union were to return to the sterling area, 

Mr, ,HO03?IEM then raised the point of the appointment of a currency 

officer in Palestine 0 He observed that at present this official has 1 
appointed ,frcm the Palestine Currency Board in London and proceeded to 

explain his dnt ie s n He s,tressed that this was proof :that the Commission 

should take over the Palestine Currency Board because othorTris9 it 

would be dependent on an appointee from London, 

Mr. H9Olj’IlDJ described to the Commission the procedure fo:t.loWd by 

the order of 22 February, which he called “unilateral and unprecedented” ti 

Be,,noted that in the similar case of Iraq and Egypt, these countries had ’ 

at least been consulted, Though he admitted that no government existed 

in Palestine to be consulted, the ‘order had been issued while the 

Commission of the United Eations was in existence and should have been 

party to the decision. He reminded the Commission of the delicacy Of 

the situation in lzhich Palestine was placed in regard to the 

United Kingdom Gove1men.t ., He expressed surprise at the moral and legal 

standing of their position in which the trustee was in debt to his .rsard 

and yet did not even consult him about changing the nature of the 

property h,eld in 1033~ He said thst he mentioned the above not simply 

as recrimination against the action taken but as a warning to the 

Commission that if nothing were done? the Commission itself might be 

faced with a similar action, Burthe~more, he expressed the belief that, 

if the Commission were to react strongly, its position regarding the 

details would be considerably strengthened, He cautioned against ,asy 

method that might strain the relations of the Commission with th.e s 
United Kingdom GoyerJnnlent, but suggested that a method which would avoid 

this pi Wall cou1.d 'be found 0 

In answer to a question regarding his previous statement that the . 
Mandatory Power had changed the nature of the assets in its hands by its 

order of 22 Pebruary, he reaffirmed that both the assets of the Palestine 

Currency Board as well as the sterling reserves of the whole of Palestine 

had been changed in nature’by being blocked’, 

In exp$anation of the, mechanism of foreign exchange control, within 

the sterling are’s; Mr,“Hoofien pointed out that this control had’& be 

exercised on more or Less identical lines thrbughout the area,, He 

explahed that since the, earnings of foreign exchange of the sterling 

Wea were’ ins&ficient for all purposes, 
,‘, I 

Gly;y: ha? to be used to co‘ver the 

/ most 
,. 
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most urgently needed requirements a He noted that since sterling bias 

freely interchangeable within the sterling area, it was logical that 

there should be one central board but, this had been found to be 

impracticable owing to the great number of transactions involved. Owing 

to this fact, as well as to the vol.unt;ary nature of the agreement, which 

invo?,ved sovereign decisions on the part of the Dominions, there Was a 

considerable amount of delegation of authority. In Palestine the system, 

owing to the particula.. F ns,ture of the case, was .a mixture of 

independence and direction. He explained that the Palestine 

Admin.istTatj.cn received directive rules but was free t0 decide On ma*terS 

of detail. He then explaiued the mechanism of control In Palestine in 

which the Office of the Comptioller in Jerusalem npproved the import ‘, 

licenses for which ‘the foreign exchange was then granted by three ranks 

that dealt in foreign exchange end which were -informed of all receipts 

of foreign exchange by residents of Palestine, namely, Barclay’s Bank, 

the Anglo’-Palestine Bank, till the Ottoman Bank. AI.1 foreign exchange 

receipts by individuals in Palestine must be declared, Thus, the 

Comptroller was ene,bled to distribute the foreign exchange at his 

disposal by means of import licenses, This system, which was in general 

effect in all the sterling area, was complicated in Palestine by an 

agreement between the Jewish Agency and the Palestine Administration : 

concerning gift dollass brought into ,the country by the former, r9%i.s 

agreement, which had been in force for tlie lsat two or three years, 

provided for the keeping of gift dollars brought into the Jewish economy 

by the JeTiish Agency under a separate account which wes still u~dcr the’ 

control of the Paiestifie Government and teas distributed by moans of 

import lic&53s. Mr. Hoofien explained that these dollars still had to 

be converted into sterling and had to be handed over to the dell&r pool. 

of the sterling area. ThejT were handed over by the Jewish Agency, to 

the Anglo-Palestine Bank lrhich kept an account open in the United Ste,tes 

and exercised a further contrcl by ‘allocating them mainly for capital 

purposes o 1 .’ 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether gift dollars. could not be’ held outside 

Palestine for the Jewish Agency and, in that way, not have ‘to be ohanged 
into pounds in Palestine ., 

f\ilr, HOOFIEN (Jewish. Agency) replied’ that ali s&h gift dollars were 

bound to be converted inasmuch as’they came into the olmership of the 

Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, which, since it, w&s ‘Sibb~ect to the norm& 

foreign exohtznge controlsj’, had to declare them. However, a Jewish body 

outside of Palestine, in New York for instance, might do what it liked: ’ 
.” 

/ it could 
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it cou.X buy g66ds in New Pork, always providing the required im&rt 
: 

licerise's were obtainable, 

II@ explainia that three mouf$is'previousiy the Pales-tin& Government 
: '.' " 

had Gaie an 'arrangement, to the detriment of t&Jewish AgenrJy, whereby, 

in view of the difficult Position regarding doilaru, no allocations of 

dollars to Je:;ish impo&ers would be made in the future, the ddllar supply 

being conserved for Arab importers. He said that the JetJish Agency had 

protested against the arrangement as being entirely unjustified, but in . 
vain, 

The' CHArXim asked whether he understood correctly that during the 

past thr&'months dollars ea%?d by exports by Jews came into the dollar 

pool of the Palestinian Government and that -I;his pool was available only 

to the Arab traders,' 

Mr. HOO?XEN (Jevlsh Agency) replied that that was correct. 

Mr, l?EDl3ESPlEL (Denmark) requested that Mr. Roofien prepare a w&i.tten' 
'. 

memorandzm oti the subject of the gold reserves in the sterling area. 

He had Gathered that the United Kingdom had undertaken to hold gold 

reserves av'ailable to members of the sterling area,, He trondered whether 
Mr, Hoofien meant that part of the assets of the Currency Dosrd &ould be 

re-invested in gold, and was rather at a loss to see how that would work, 

Mr. IIOOFZEN (Jewish Agency) replied that it was not so much an 

undertaking as 'a clear uzderstanding and a repeated declaration on the part 

of the United Kingdom that it was aware of its duty and wanted the British 

public to be aware of its duty to hold Tfhatever gold it had Fcr the lrhole 

sterling area. 

Mr, l?lIDERSPIEL (Denmark) understood Mr. Hoofien to mean that since 
sterling was to some extent based on gold, the Palestinian share of such .' 
gold should be forthcoming when the Currency Board was separated wi$h the 

creation of the independent States. 

Mr. HOUIXEN (Jewish Agency) replied that as the assets of the Currency 
Board were of importance to the cocvcrtibility pf sterling into other 

currencies, some machinery sliould be devi&d by'whieh the functions of the 

Currency Board and of the exchange central &thorily shouid pe unified. 

The CHfYlX~~ asked whether foreign exchange ~~~t~oi~ were copihcted 

indep&den&ly of the Currency Board : " 
Mr. HOOFfEN (Jewish Agency) repli& iri the affirmative. 'Foreign exchange 

.: .I 
controls were exercised centraily for the whole of the sterling area,, ,Undgr ,. 
the existing mechanism, doll&s sel?,t 'to'Pales-&e had first to be conver%e& ,I ; ,. 
into sterling and were trailsmitted tb the recipient in tKi& form, The, '. 

. b '. 
ibllass in question &&ined &I. th0 dolldr'pool z?..nd were the property of the 

/sterling area, 
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sterLing area. Ea. noted that; if the Commissj.on were to establish its 

authority over the Currency Board independent of the sterling area, dollars 

accruing: to Palestine would remain in the Palestine dollar pool. 4. 
Mr, l3%DlXRSl?IEL (Denmark) asked .what, In Mr 6 Eoofien’s .opinicn, would 

be -t;he erfect or1 i.nternational confidence in the Currency Board if the 

Board re-invested its assets by, for inetaace, sell-J.ng sterling securitle’s 

and buying public utflities D 

Mr * EO9FIE1”J (Jet:ish Agency) replied that if the re -invegtmcnt 

transaction had been an imprudent one, it would have an adverse effect on the 

international ccnfidence in the Currency Board, i3e pointed out, however, 

tha% Palestinian currency could not remain eternally in the bxt%xt s-b?e 
and that one should not g:9 on the assumption that it t$rodd So rema?-no 

$~r * ~~ERSPIF,% (Denmark) thought that any change in the present 

arrangement of the Currency Board would be likely to create some kind of 

inflation, 

Mr o EOOYIER (:S’ew?sh Agency) did not agree e Ee said that if the Control 

of foreign exchange were placed with the Currency Board, the general 

confidence in the character ,of Palestinian currency would not be reduced if 

against a certain amount of Palest-inian currency there was a certain amount 

of dollars available a 

Mr e l?!ZDlZRSPIEII (Denmark) asked whether the presence in’ Palestine of 

troops had a marked effect on the note circulation of Palestine. If so, an 

estimate of the requirements in note circulation would have to be made, 

Mr, EOOJ?IE$? (Jewish Agency) replied that the presence of troops d3.d 

have some effect on the note circulation, but that the requireme,nts of note 

circulation really had :tm meanings - the technical meaning of the number of 

pieces of paper, and ,the question as to the availability of sterling. Only 

the first question would azrise. ,, 

The C!I!CAImNN asked whether it was possible for foreign exchange control 

to Come under the Commission whilst the Currency Board. was maintalned under 

its present status e 

Mr,, EOOIXEX (Jewish Agency) replied ,that such an even.tuality was 

conceivable if the. Commission d.id not accept the thesis he had put forward 

or if the United Kingdom Government refused to give over the assets of the 

Currency Board* If that happened, a mechar$sm would have to he set up for 

the oontrol of foreign exchange by the Commission. But he would repeat that, 

in the nature of things, if it was desirable that foreign exzhanae control 
SllOUla lie in the halIds of. the Government of. the. people of Palestine, the 

control over the Currency.Board should pass i&p th? hands of the Coinmission. 

The CHAIPWJY reqtlested Mr, Boofi.en to explain the connection between the 

/ role that 
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role that sho~~ld be played by the Currency Board.,and. the control of foreign .., 
exchange in a written memorandum. ,I,.;,, 

Mr. HOOKCEN (Yewi.sh Agency) co,nfirmod, upon the ChairmanFs request, 

that he agreed with the Commissi’on@s view that the appointment of an 

observer to the Currency Board to serve E tern UT to i.5 May, with the 

Commission reserving its position after that date, would do,no harm and 

might be useful. 

Mr. Hoofien offered to submit a written summary of the statement he 

had just made, and Mr, REEDI~~N (Senior Economic Adviser) was asked to 

I?repare, on receipt of Mr, HooPients w?fitten statement, his comments on 

the latter. When Mr. Reedman’s comments were ready another discussion Vith 

Mr. Hoofien would be hela, 

Mr.. HOOFIEN (Jewish Agency) expressed a. desire to come before the 

Commission again to discuss with it the matter of the food supply, and 

particularly the financing of the food supply, 

The CHAIRMtiN invited Mr. Hoofien to speak to the Commission on that 

subject immediately. 

Mr. HOOFIEN (Jewish Agency) said by way of introduction that it had 

been the practice of the Jewish Agency to make its own estimates of the 

food requirements for the whole country, and had found that these estimates 

compared very closely with the official figures, He would be glad to compare 

the Agency’s estimates w”ith such est,imates as Mr, Reedman and the 

Secretariat might make 0 

‘He strongly favoured the Commission’s proposed procedure of extending, 

if the United Kingdom Government agreed, purchases through the present 

machinery and through the Government trading account. De urged the Commission 

not to rely too much on such food supplies as could be bought by private 

importers, which vould lead to price control difficulties and ifiorainate 

profiteering, and t~omld thereby reflect adversely upon the Commission, 

However, the financing problem remained, If the Mandatory Power agreed, 

to put its trading account at the Commission’s disposal but could not “. 

fzinance the pwchases and if sufficient funds cou1.d not be obtained through 

pYLvate means, the Ccirunission shouqdr he submitted, seek a loan. 

As a source of lending he had in mind the Eqort-Import Bank, a loan 

flrom which would solve the exchange problem. The extent to which other funds 

were required cpuld be fairly easily determined and a revolving fund cod16 

be worked out. As the Export-Import Bank machinery was rather complicated, 

however, a procedure 9 which had been used in other urgent cases, could be 

folJ.owed whereby the Commission would be referred by the Export-Import Bank 

/ to a commercial 
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LO a commercial bapJ< lrbich. ~.roould receive the Export-Import Ban&'~ backing in 

malhg a loan to the Commission. As regards figures,, he thouglk it more 

oonvenient to cotivey his ideas at a later stage. . ', 

He would be glad to have further discussion on the whole-question with the 

Secretariat and had already received Mr. Reedman's Consent to d0 SO, (53 <w 

The CBKIP$~AN than&ed Mr, ,Hoofien for his very useful co-operation. 1' 

Mr, IIoofion, ficsncial expert of the Jewish Agency, withdrew from the .,. 

meet2xq, 
CZmSTION 03 THE APFO~Nl'MjlNT OF AN OBSERVER TO THE CURREl!TCY BO-4RD . . 

It was agreed that Mr, Reedman would take up the matter of -the ap$oir,tment 

Of an observer to the.C!urrency Board with Mr, Wen, Assistant Secxetary- 

General, Department of Economic Affairs. Enquiries would be made regarding the 

availability in London of an individual with an adequate background fox the 
Qobo He woul.d report back to the Colnmission on the matter at the subsecplent 

meeting:, 
QUESTION OF !JXCE APP3INTMERT OF'THE PREPARATORY ECONOMIC COMMISSION 

Mr, PaEDMAJ!T (Senior Economic Adviser) repcrted that he had again discussed 

the matter of appointments to the Preparatory Economic Commission lrith Mr. Owen, ,\ 
and that enquiries lrere in progress in search of qualified individuals who would 
be willing to serve. 

, ,' 
QUESTION OF TBE FOOD SITKJATION 

I'?Ir. REED&IAN (Senior Economic Adviser) infoxmed'the Commission that he had 

received a cable from Mr, Henson (Food Expert) from London, giving advice 
concerning the commodity situation, An explanatory note on the cable would be 
circulated and a draft letter to the United Kingdom delegation would be 

prepared on the basis of the information received from Mr. Henson. 
COMMUNICATION FROl4 JE?$ISH DETAINEES, GILGIL, K?JhTA, ANl COYllWNICAT%O~~ FRbJ.4 
TIfu CHAPLAIN, JEWISH DETAINEES, GIkIL, KENYA (Informal Papers M/l1 and M/12) 

It 1.7~ noted that the information contained in the above two telegrams' 
Was completely at variance with the information received by the Commission from 

the United Ki.rigdom Delegation. 
It was decided that the ttio communicationswould be referred to 

Mr, Fletcher-Cooke 'and a clarification requested, 
' QUESTION OF TEE CONTENTS OF 'DIE SECOND IiONTHLY IjEFOR'J.' TO 'IQ3 SECURITY COUNCIL 

The CPLAIRIW, in reply to a questionby the Secretary, stated that 
the Report to the Security Council should include only those of the outstanding 

questions submitted fro the United Kingdom Goyernment and a+nslTers thereto T;rhich 
G 

concerned pokioy. 

He also stated tinat the Report should state the impossibility of setking " ,. 
up the Provisional Council- 13 of Government and the militias by the dates called 

for in the General Assembly Reso&&ion. 
.',, : 

she meeting rose at 5.3 p.m. 
---I- 


