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“ presents
© " Chairmen: Mr, LISICEY - (Czechoslovekia)

Metibers ; Mr. Medina . (Bolivia)
Mr, Federapiel . (Denmark)
Mr. Morgan : (Panama) .
Mr, Frencisco (Philippines)

t Secretariat: Mr. Vigier ~~  (Senior Political Adviser)

Mr, Reedman (Senior Economic Adviger)

OONSIDERATION OF THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSED TRIP TO IONDON
At the request of the CHATRMAN, Mr. VIGIER (Senior Political Adviser),

who in the absence of the Prinoipal Secretary acted as Secretary, made a

statement regarding the attitude of the United Kingdom Government to thé

’proposed trip of the Commission to London. Hb ‘gaid that Mr. Fletcher-Cooke,

1in a reply to a queshion put to him'by the Secretary, had stated thet

his Government was not anxious to see the Commission proceed to London,

that although no hindrance would be placed by his Government in the way 

of the Commigsion, sheuld it decide to make the trip, his Govermment's 1
__attitude, showmld the Commission come to London, would be one of polite
h neutrality.

‘ Mr, Vigler also drew attention to ‘the faot that according to the

Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, all reports to the General

Assenbly must be submitted several days in advance of the opening daté‘of

a gsession; this meant that the Commission had only one week in which to

write 1lts Report to the Special Segsion of the Generai Assembly. The Report
”should be in the hands of the delegates to the Assembly by Moendsy, 12 April»

It was agreed that in the circumstences, the trip to Iondon should

wnot and indeed could not physically, be squeezed in between 6 April and
o opening of 'the Special Session of the General Assenbly on 16 April,

SO AT . a4+t
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' With reference to the matters which had been sonsidered by the
'Cbﬁmission as being urgently outstanding wi‘bh the United Kingdom Government,
it was observed that the attitude of the United Kingdom to the Commisslon's
proposed trip relieved the Commission in one way, On the other hand, it was
8%ill necessary for the Commission, out of duty to itself and to the General
Agsenbly, to commumnicate to the United Kingdom delegation a list of the
outstanding questions of & purely practical nature which had to be put into
such shape as to make it possible for the succéssor authority, irrespective
of which authority it was, to take those matters over. If the United
Kingdom Government proved unwilling to negotiate the matters, the
responsibility for fallure to do so would not rest upon the Commission. The
matters in question were: +the food supply, the representation of Palestine
on various intermational bodies, the questu".én of the Posta.l Union, the
dispesal of certain assets, certain customs questions, currency and foreign
exchange questions and communications. _ ‘

The CHATRMAN suggested that it might be advisable to submit a 1list
of these outstanding questions to the Special Session of the General
Assenbly; possibly the Assembly would then charge the Commission to carry
out that special section of %3 work vhile the Assembly session was in
progress. It would be impossible to make provision for the carrying out of
these tasks by 15 May by any other body. .
Consideration of the Chairman's suggestion was postponed until the
time of the examination by the Commission of its Report to the Speclal
' Session of the General Assembly, o ’

~ Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Denmark) agreed to draft a commnication to the
‘ Un:Lted Kingdom delegation regarding the. outstanding matters and to submit

it to the Commission at the subssequent. meeting.-
COMMUNICATION FROM THE HEBREW COMMITIEE OF NATIONAL &IBERATION
(Informal Paper M/29)

. With reference to the above communication dated 31 March from
Mr. Peter Bergson of the Hebrew Committee of Natiohal leeration, reques’oing
an opportunity tQ submit proposals at an oral hearing, it was agreed tha;b
the Chairman would interview Mr. Bergson on the Commission's behalf.
COWIUNICA’IE[ON FROM THE UNITED KTINGDOM DELEGATTON CONCERNING THE PROPOSED
POLICE FORGE FOR JERUSALEM (Informal Paper UK/91)

. Note was taken of the above communication. It was agreed that “the

»_'matter in question should no longer ‘be . followed up with the Unlted Kingdom
Delegation. T

/COMMUNICATION
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION'S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE IN IONDON
CONCERNING THE FOOD PROBLEM {Informal Paper M/28)
W Mr. REEDMAN - (Senior Economic Adviser) vas asked to explain the
above cable from Mr, Henson:(Consultant, Food and Agrioulture) and to
prepare g paper on: the present foed situation . 1n Palestine for sdbmission}
to the Commission together with the cable.
PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF: THE SPECTAL REPORT TO THE SPECIAL SESSION OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Informel Paper R/10) _

Consideration was given, point by polnt, to the Draft OQutline of the

'”**Special Report to the Special Sesslon of the General Assembly prepared

" by the Secretariat (Informal Paper R/10) .

Tt was agreed that the Report should he complete in 1tself although
references to and attachment of other reports of the Cormission might be
made. ’  _ :

With reference to Chapter I - Orgenization ef the Commission - it
' vag agreed thet the First three sections, dealing with the establishment

of the Commission, its meetings and its rules of procedure should be
very brief. Section h dealing with the review of the tasks of the Commission
ghould be lenger, while Section 5, dealing with the invitations to the
‘Mandatory Power, the Areb. Higher Committee.andethe Jewlsh Agency should
" also'be brief, : ‘ - . :
With reference to Chapter II - MaJor dlfflculties csonfronting the
Comnisslan - it was suggested that the questlon of tbe eatablishment of

« ' Tthe militias should be dealt with on the basls of the points respecting

“1t in the General Assembly resolution, Those of the points already dealt
“with in the Commission’s 8pecial Report on Securlty should be reproduced.
* The ‘Report should confine. itself to a statement, of facts, without critielsms.
With reference to Chapters II end III, Mr, VIGIER (senior Political
- Adviser) explained that the idea of the Secretariat had been ‘that Chapter 1z
wehould congist of a etatement of as many factu as posszble, followed by &
. general discription of the situation in Palestlne end the difficulties .
confronting the Commission, together wlth an exposition of the way in which
. the Commission had tried to cope with those difficulties and the progress
ithadm&de,_u'hw S o | |
With reference o Chapter III - The Work of the Commie51on S was
agreed that the Report should conform as closely as possible to the language
of the Commission's Beports to the Security Council° ‘
With reference to -Section 2 (a) ~ Administrative problems - of Chaptcr III
1% vas agreed that thet part of the Report should be as complete ag posaible
and that it should include a clear statemenm of those outstanding prdblems

/provision
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provision for which should 'bé madé in any conbingeney for-the perdod
before 1% May &8 well ds’fdor thHe period immediately following.

With veferenss to Sebtion e (b) - Econcimic’and financial problems' - of
Chapter TTT it wad fhotight 'that an accownt of the Btops taken towards the:
establishment of the Preparatory Economic Comfitgsion should be glven as ¥
well ds ‘an erplanation of!ths reasons for the'failure ‘o complete that
task. Also, 1% was to be pointed out that the Eeonomic Union had noti besi
fedsible wittiout ths' co+operation of the Arabs: el R

"Mr., REEDMAN (Senibv Economic Adviser) named the following matters -
which should also be covared: the-qﬁeﬁtion“ofiﬁheffood supply and the’ fifancial
provlens ) ineluding (Hose donnected with Tconemic Union as well as the actual
finandial problems duchids the state of the Cuiwvency Board, the state of v
sterling balances, ths reletionship of Palestine %o the sterling area, and
economic, fiscal and finaiicial problems., ' '

The GHATRVAN noted"that ths lack of & provision for'a worlking fund
for the Commissioin should be pointi Jut as one of thd weaknessas of the plan of
Vipartitionm, - o vt U ' R

Tt was noted “that méntion should also be'mads of tie. amendaents o'
local gover:ment Atts Which had been approved by the Comnlssion. ‘

Mr, RIEDMAN (Serior Economic Adviser) observed that the necessity for
arrangementa bebiddn’ thé €3vil and military authorities 1n Halfa after 15 May
should be pointedioufy! Alst the question of assets' connected wibh the fiscal
quegtlon ghould becovéred: . ' L :

With referencé to Sechion 2 (c) - the Securlty provlem - of Chapter III,
it was thought that this"dhb>i1d consist of aISHdrt‘éumma+y of the security
“problem to which shduid Eé’appou&ed the Comniséion's 8peo1al ‘Rep6it - on Sscurity.

It shtould be stressed hhab the Commission had acted p omptly in reportlng to
“the %ecurlty Council on'thé seourity question.

With refe“enwe to' Chanter IV - Reports of ‘the Commissior ‘to the uecuylty
Council = it was deoxded that thao poz tion of the Rﬁporu should come under
‘Ohapter I, as Section’ 6 W1th the nece sary ciahgo accorulngly made in fhé
title of the Chapuer.‘g" ' o S ,

It was agrued that the resolution adopuud by the Commissidn after “the
decision of the Security Counc:l to request a convoca+1on of the Aqspmbly

" (document A/AC, 21/1)) 1nstead of being 1ncorporaﬁed in Seculon 1 of |
Chapter V - Concluslons'- ‘§Hould be placod in a separate chapter -
\‘Chaptev IV - in plade ‘of tis former unapuer IV ' .
| wlth referehde to Chupler V, Section 3 * Review of tho prdblcms W ich
require ax urgent solution - it 'was agreed that the Roport 'ghouid Omhlw ize
that the responsibility for the settlement of the urgent problems ir guestion
a [had 5 be
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had to be chaiged to some body immediately inssmuch as action on them could
not be delayed ds-labe as the final decisbon ofhhe Special Session of the
General Assembly, B S ST PR:
‘Thé necef8sity for immediate action regpecting Jerusalem was also to be

%'"'Pointcd ‘out 'in Chapter V" .

- 'CONSIDERATION OF THE STATUS'OF THE ADVANCE PARTY | . Sk

‘ _" “The -CHATRMAN told the! Commigsion that in his opinion it wes difficult.

to Justify o :Purther stey of the Advance Party in‘Palestine for if the . -
U Bituation deteriorated fuither their lives would be in danger while they ...

would be servinhg no uselul purpose, . L

T was pointed oudl; however, that the Commission had not as.yet settled

theiguéstion of the derisalém Police TForce noir -had it conferred upon

Col. Roscher Inmd (Seniof Adviger) the authority %o act as an exzpert for .
7' ¥he reeruitment and organization of such a police force.. It was stressed

that if the Commissglon did hot decide whether or not to retain the services

of the British Polige pérsomnel hefore 15 April 1t would be contribubing

“1¢ the chaos i Palestine; It wag requested thab:the Commission be given

a day's time tofponderJthe'problcm of whether or not to recall the

Advance Party. N - iy

' The CHATRWAN: steted that in his opinlon the Advance Party would have
to be present during the special session of the General Assembly as the . -
information 1% could provide would be most useful, since they were the:
only neutral and unpmejwuloeg eye~yitnesses of the actual situation'in-.
Palestine. . ' Lo '

The Chairmen's vugvesﬁioh'was upheld on principle, but 1t was remarked
that, before recalling the Advance Party, the Commission should know what
work they were doing in conmection with . the Jerusalem Police Force and
the proposed truce arrangements. It vwas further . remarked that the
Cormission should communicate its intention of recalling the Advance Party
to the Security Couacil in order to ascertain whether the Security Council
could in eny way use its members for work cormnected with the fruce.

Tn answer to this last remark, the Chairman pointed oubt that the
competence of the two orgahs, namely the Commission and the Security Council,
could not and slhiowld hot be mized. Furthernmore, he could not see what
purpose the Advance Party ‘could serve singce the truce negoulaulons would o
be uaderteken by the' Sécurity Council in New York. : ‘ -

It was decided, in principle, to recall the Advanse Party in order t. be

&t the dispocal ~f the Jeneral Assembly.

/The CHATRMAN
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The . CHATRMAN read 0~ the Commission the corrected version of
Mr, Azcarate's ceble of 1 Ap#il, concerning the British'Pollce personnel.
in Jerusalem, '

" The Chairmen stressed that the 200 policémen mewtioned in the cable
would obviously be insufficient to provide security for Jerusalem, and reminded
the Cormission that Sir Alsxender Cadogsn bad -informed the Commission that he
gonsidered the minimm nuiber for an édequate police force in Jerusalem to be
1,000 men, Me expressed the fear thet the retention of this small force: :
would fimply provide an excuse for no further action by the bodies. considéring
the problem of Palestine. o

’ Though it was conceéded that +this danger existed, 1t was pointed out that
if any kind of poliee force vere to be esteblished in Jerusalem, ‘s nucleus
of men vho knew the situation at first hand would be needed., L

o The CHATRMAN suggested that this opinion be included in the Commission’s
‘peport to the Cenersl Assembly. - S R '

" yhile it was agreed that perhaps the time 1imit of 15 April should
not be considered as final, it was &tated thet from the point of view-of the
policemen themselves, it would be neceéssary for the Commission to-adopt a
definite attitude so that they might know where they would stand after the
termination of the Mandate, For this purpose the simple 1hclusion of this
suggestlon in the Commission's report to the special session of the
Generel Assembly would come: too late. It wes proposed that the Commission
retain these men even If it were only for ome or two menths., . . = %

The CHAIRMAN read the correspondense on the subject between the
Becretary and Mr. Azcarate, The first commuaication, from the Secretary,
dated 1 April 1948, iaformed Mr. Azcarate of the slteps that ths ‘
Cormmission was taking 11 connection with the question of the British Poliee
personnel and the financing of a police force for Jerusalem. - The second
conmunicaticn, from Mr. Azcarste, dated 3 April 1948, set forth the texms
under which it was considered that the British Police persommel would be
willing to serve, A contract for one year's service was considered
advisable, , .

.. In regard to the latter comunication the Chairman pointed out
that 1t was impossible for the Commission to employ the services of:the -
British Police persounel in Jerusalem for one year ms: 1t would only have -
authority until the international regime of Jerusalem took over the
administratior of the. City..

/I‘c was proposed
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It was proposed that the Commission make an offer to the above-mentioned
personnel for a brief perlod and explain to them simultaneously that
1t would recommend their rebention by the competent authorities in the
fubure, The Commission then would have done all within ite power and
the outcome would depend on the answer that it would receive to its offer. .
Thus, the Commission would at least be showing that it was taking concrete
steps for the preservation of security in Jerusalem. Concretely, it was
guggested to answer Mr, Azcarake ip the affirmative concerning his
suggestion of retalning the services of the British Police persomnel; to
- instruct him to transmit to them the Commission's offer for one month's
service and explain to them the other stops that the Commission would take -
on their behalf; to explain:the situation clearly in the Commission's report
to the Speclal Session of the General Assembly; to recommend that the
General Assembly use these men as a nucleus for a future police force in
Jerusalem and to impress upon the General Assembly that this force would
serve no purpose unless 1t were reinforced., This would be necessary
in order to avold lusing even this last and small opportunity of preserving
order in Jerusslem.. - ' ' -

The CHATRMAN raised the question of who would command thesoc:men.

Tt was pointed out that there would be time for the General Assembly
toidecida this point. The urgent problem was to ze%ain the services of
“the e,

It was agreed that the Commission would have 4o receive the comsent
of "the Mandatory Power eitler to second these men for the period of one
month or otherwise to guarantee theilr future if the Comr.ssior should find
{tself unable to retaln their services after the flirst m.th. It was
suggesied that Mr. Azcarate be informed of the action taikea by the
Commission, ' o

Summing v the debafe,”thé CHATRMAN pointed'oﬁb the various cobgtacles
confronsing the Commission as follows: the doubt a8 to ~hether the
Secretary-General would authorize the expenditure in view of the gituation
as albtered by the convocation of the General Assembly; the danger of the
proposed[steps being used as an excuse for agbandoning any further
steps to provide adequate security for Jerusalem; and the necessity of
meking it quite clear that the intention of the Commission was gimply to
vetain the services of persomnel having first-hand experience of the
situation,

Although the possibility wes mentioned of the establishment of a
Tederal State in Palestine, which would have no use for an international
police force, it was agreed to submit to the Secretary~General the Commission's

plan to confer with the 200 British personnel of the Jerusalem Police Force
Japardtne
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rega:"diag 'thelr retemtioniforca period of one mongh &s & nuclend for

a futupe intemational po dgenforee,s | The Secreﬁa**y~General vould then
" have to decide whethe?'he wowld be willing bo. rel@ase thv necessary funds.
It was agreed ‘Purther that si;:nuj taneous steps sm mlcl “‘e taka 5o a,aoe.c"cain

the attituie of the U&ited Kingdom Joyermment on, ane met uer. | phip gowd CH

be necéssavy in viewrof the.fact thut the Cumn*saiqn 5 pmpogaa contract ¥
¢l

with the persopuel 1 questdon would comuence on, l Mo,y“ and DQfO.ﬂ‘L. ’ohe R

oo
o
il

termination of the Mandste, ..

e CHATRMAN agkéd the Commixaion Tmome 3:1 n,ce un,is mwue“ had been ™
settled anc sidte Mv, Akteiats had geked Cov. a. r;mew Ei.libu '»..10 trould presma‘bly
comna.hd' chts personael efise:l Mey, 1t woald b maegsaﬂv for '*‘hu Adva,nce

-

Pur’cy to remain in/Paléesbicg: - In this TOBPCay up .L 6] was sug;oa B, na,t

ey an
Hia

M, Azcarate himeelf be esked: o Inform Lm L:OAI‘ul,LB \)1* mo bhor he considerésci
sop

i)
e

thet the Advancc Pewty would fuwve e greean nm‘pose m Ne,r Yourk or in

Palesting. SR SN SR L ‘
Though it was agresd in. principle uhau u,;e ‘advancc I‘ax- b mou‘Ld be

back in New York in ‘ovdem 1o e &t tae "'uaoam.,of bhe Ge"w' 1 Assenbly,

1%t wes decidsd sk the maites showld be iefs ©o the Ady ance Parb,f itself

B R .
o

to decide, Thé Secrobarymei insbrucied to coarunicate m,.&_ dec.eion to
Mr. Azcarate, ' b o

“t

This dsoision 'vas. & J;‘IVSCL at at tho “ns:x.sm"‘x\,o of Mr, MORGAN (Panama)
sho registered the opinion vhat, according to e esc! ssion passad by 7
the Commigsion in its. sixuieth neeting, the Advemce Pa:"by ghould not be
reqallcd unless 1t were capving no purposs in Paﬂ GSL: a S, 08 obherwise this
would wean a suspension off; the "om of the Comiss'ou i*x f‘uub evention of
the resoluvion adupted. - . S ’
CONSTDERATION OF CL]JCArIC\IS‘l‘ Oﬂ OU‘JJS.EA\TD""“"' f\'ﬂ'

It was d=cided Vo discuss the “‘~ec’"~”su of‘ ouua ue,uchin@, guestions
in oonjunc‘;ion with me disoussion of the d*ai’t of me repor‘b to the
Specisl Sesaion of tl’;e...G@x}gxa_l Asasih, 1y end 4'11:) dvm:“b on ’m comunication
to the United Kingdom, . B

AR

the meeting rose ab 5.30 p.m,




