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CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF AGUDATH ISKAEL ‘
On the invitation of the Chairman, Rebbi Roserheim, Mr, Gl ckman-Porush

and Mr, H. A. Goodman, representativss of the Agudath Israel World

Organization, took.thelr places at the table. The statement by

Rabbi Rosenheim and the answers by the representatives of Agudath Israel to

questions pul by members on points arising from the statement by

Rabbil Rogerhelm are reproduced in 9xtansg, as Tollows:

CIIATBMAW: I welcome jrou in our midet, TYou are aware of the purpose

for which you were invited to attenrl In paragraph 4, B, Part I of the
prov1ded “bha,t before the Palestine Comzlssion proceeds
sional Council of Govermment in

Plan of Purtlblon it is
to £n6 selection and establidhment of a “Provi

each state it shall con ulb the democratlo parties and other public

organlzations of both the Jemsh and Arsb communities, The fact ig that

P"‘dCLlcally all the Jewish parties and organizations have empowered the

Jewish A[’Oncy to peak for them, bub smce you have preferred to exercise
1y T would dsk your spokesman to

address the Commission and o enPI‘eSS ’YOW' v1ews on the qugstlc?n of the

I your right Lo be? Relo) 1uulted. 1*1dependent

P I I N ST S /h,u_: 'r-sr\crmm‘[r"lﬂﬂ
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Robbi ROSENHEIM (Agudath Israel): I am speaking as the president of
Agudath TIsrael World Organization, the universal organized body of
orthodox Jewry, but in this particular instance I am authorized, together
with my colleagues, Mr, Glickman-Porush of Jerusalem, Mr, H. A. Goodman, our
political secretary in London, and Rabbl I. M. Lewin, the Chairmen of our
Palestinian Executive -~ who ﬁnfoftunately is uneble to be present today ~
to present the views of our Palestine branch organization to the Palestine
Commission of the United Nations.

Agudath Israel was established sbout forty years ago by the generally
acknovledged spiritual and religlous leaders of orthodox Jewry. Its purpose
wes, as an independent organization, to defend the political, social, and

cultursl interests of historical Judaism and the interests of those Jews
who are comscientiously clinging to the age-old traditions of the Jewish
nation, For this reason we are not represented within the Jewish Agency
for Palestine, which is a religiously neutral body, although in many cases
co-operation between the Agency and our organization has been 'achieved to
the advantage of the Jewish people.

Negotimtlons concerning the problems connected with the creation of a
Jewish State in a partitioned Palestine have taken place for some time
between the Jewish Agency. and our leaders in Palestine, but since no
satisfactory result has been achleved to date, we have to submit our
suggestions separately to your Commission.

We feel it ouwr duty, in the first place, to express our sincere thanks
to the Commission in the name of the Jewish population of the Holy City of .
Jerusalem for the Commission’s‘concern in the fate of our brethren in
Jerusalem, threatened by violence and by starvation, .-

In this respect we submit the following proposals:

(a) The Commission may, in the neme of the United Nations, address a

solemn appeal to Britain as the Mandatory Power to fulfil the

obligations - in spife of all disappointments and difficulties of the

past - of her legal and moral responsibility for the life and welfare

of the Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem, As long as the Mandate is vaiidv

the London Govermment has the solemn duty of guaranteelng security and
adequate food supply at all costs.

(b) As regards the period after 15 Mey, we appreciate the Commisoionf-

endeavours to provide for a police force of 1,000 men, bub-we are afrald

that such e limited number will be by no means eufficiemt for the
adequate maintenance of order among-er population of 140,000 souls. It

should.be‘increased*commensurately with the need.k o

/(c) With respect
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(¢} With respect to the food situation in Jerugsalem we also ars
vornlng in different directions on the basls of the terrible and
terrifying renorts whilch we receive day by day from our starviag
frisuds in ths Holy City of Jerusalem, and we are convinced that
direst negotiations by the Palestine Commission, in the nsme of
the Ualted Natlons, with the Red Cross in Switnerland would mean a
clear encowregsment For this body in 1ts welfare work for the
Toly Land - which it has just initiated without achieving very rrach
to date. These ors the points concerning Jerusalem.

. Ve arve aware “hat the faymation of the Provisional Council of a

legal goverrment for the Jewish State, recognized by the United Natlons,

will hs bhe Foremost task of this Comnission, Representing some 25 per cent

£ the Jewish populaticn of Palastine - thoze orthodow Jows who have gulte.

o)

distinet concepbions end couvictions regarding a viable Jewish State in

g
JJ

alestine ~ we consider it to be our duty to participate in the 1 .aemation
of the Ceouncil a: well as of ths Ca‘mine“c in the event of their being
legally mscognized, arnd we feel this to be our auty for the sake of the
represantation end defence of religilous interests in the different 86T ES -
of governuental work. _ ‘

We would cleim ot least eigh seats in a Council of thimty-two monbors,
but eppreciating the internal difficuities of the Jewish Agency, with 1is
differsnt groups and bodies, all of them claiming extensive representation,
‘we limit our demand to e minimun of four seats in the Council. Ina
Cabinet of thirteen st least two Agudists should be represented.

In view of our religious convictlons which prevent us from taking
over responsibilities for amy specific acts ol the Goverpnent not approved
by Jewylsh Torah law, we must be csutious in the acceptanca of specific
portTolios., We believe that the Department of Immigration and that o
Social Welfare could be adwinisteved by Agudlst ministers withoub
conscientious couflichs. FEventually, we should also be prepared to enter
the Cahinet as ministers without specific portfolics, participating in the
general ministerial work and representing the viewpoints of Jewlsh religious
tradition over the whole fromt of govermmsnual activities,

Finally, we suggest, in accordanco with the resolution of tha General -
Assemhly, that proportional electlcns should be introduced, thus securing
nct only the rights of the Arab resldenis in the Jewlish State but also
those of the different Jewish minorities, as far as they are organized. We
reserve our right to submit furcther suggestions in due course, whensver this
should prove desirable, A
/e exnress
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We cxpress our epnreciation for your courtesy in according us the

i
opportunity of addressing this Commission in our cepselty as represantatives
of woxld-wiiz indsnendent or'shodnx Jewry.
CirIRMAN: Thanxk you for your statement. Do menbers of the Commission
wigh to put any guesticns to the representatives of Agudath Israel$
My, FEDRRS II?L.(Danmark)g In connection with religicus representation,
is it youwr idsa, o is It the gsnersl idea, that there should be an
establighed church workinz undsr the govermmsnt or that the church should
be indspendent of the govermasnt?
Eabbi ROSENRRIM (Aguu'a L Israel): Our idea is that the whols of the
tate organizotion in the Jewish State must be subjugated to the law of
ne Toxah - the law of Jewish tradition. If you consider that to be the
chupch ther, of course, we demend that the whole of the State chall be
approved by and in accordsnce with the prescriptions of the Jewish church -
that is to say, the traditional historicel law of Moses and all law as
codified ;n the Telmudic and Rabbinical scriptures.

T an aware that whereas orlginally some of the Zionist leaders hore

n-

in Amsyica declared that they wished to separete State and church, as i
the case in the Uaited States, nevertheless in the Provisional Cabinet
which they neminzted some time ago provision is made for a ministry of
religion and education, I must admit that they have taksn the view that
although a man does not bLelong to us he may, neverthesless, be a religilous
dew. TFor our part, nevertheless, we must be cure that whenever a Jewish
State arises it will be absolutely hound to the traditional religious law,
We are ccrvinced - and ere always procleiming to the whole world - that a
cewish Stote in opposition to the religious law will have the same fate
that befell the Tirst and second Tenmples, which were destroyed. We have
left our country because the Jewish people was not fulfitling its religious
tasks, and we are convinced that only the full return to God and Eis liaw
car save the Jewlsh people and lead it home to Palestine as the Holy Iand
Tor ail the nations of the world,

CHAIRMAN; You have statad that vour organization represents 23
per cent of ths whole population of Paleztins., On what is tha® stotoment
based?

Rebbi ROSENHEIM (Agudath Israel): Perhaps you would allow =y colleague
Rabbi -Glickman-Porush to reply, since his family hzs.lived in Palestine for
eleht gensrations nast?

M. CLICKMAN-PORUSH (Agudath Israel): We say that memhors and
syampathizers of Agudeth Israel represent 25 per cent., This figure was also

/officially
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officially dsclared to the League cf latlons by the Flgh Commissionsr in
1936 or 1937. o

CHAIRMAN: Do you thirk that this same percentage still holds, given
the fact thet since 1937 there has heen a very numerous Jewish immigration?

Mv, GLICEMAN~PORUSH (fgudoth Terael): If you ask me whether it is

exactly 25 por cent I camnot reply definitely, but that is what we belicve
genorally to be the percentege,

TATEMAN: And how doss the matter stand inm the light of ti. election
to sxy Jewish body in Dalestins? Did you participate in the electioms to
the Assembly?

Mo, GLICPMAL-PORUSH (Agudath Israel): No, we did not.

CTATAMAN:  And the elections to the Ziomigt Congress?

CMy. GLICKMAN-PORUSH (Agudsth Israel): T,

Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Dormark): Does that mean that your members voted
according to othser political ideas, or that they did net vote at all?

Ranhi ROSEMARIM (Agudath Israel): Orthodox Jows in Jeruselem,
especlaliy those ovganized in the rank and file of Agudath Israel, had a
long, long vathle at ths League‘of Nations in Geneva to obtain their.
incependsnce, and they were allowed to esteblish a separate Jewish congnunity
that hes nothing to do with the so-called Vnad Leumi, This Vead Isurl is a
strange body. It secems that it is a natlonal body, but it is also veligious
©and is established on the basis of what is known as the Religious
Ordinance Tor Palestine. As 1t does not acknowledge the authority of the
Torah oxr friends and adherents emeng the ovthodox Jews - with the exception
of the Mizrachists - couid not porticipate in it. Vaed Leuml has ils own
cormunity and its own Chief Rabbinate, This positlcon has always been
aciknowledged by the Goverument, but if a legal Jewish State now arlses 1t
wiil be impossible for anyone to be independent of the State in which he
lives, Tant is why, if a legal Jewish govermment - and I stress ths word
"lagal" « 1s established in Palestine under the auspices of this Commission
and of the United Nations, we shall be bound to participate and shail, in

fact, participate and co-opsvnte in order to defend the interests,
particularly the religious interests, of the whole Jewish people.

Mr. FEDERSPIEY, (Denmark): May I take your answer to mean that
surportsrs of Agudnth Israel formed a very large part of voters who did
not actvally teke part in the electlons?

Robbi ROSENEEIM (Agudath Israel): Yes,

M. GOODMAN (Agudath Israel): The Palestine Comwmities Ordinance of

022 permitted those persomns who desired so to do to opt out of the
Jcommunity,
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comrunity, I was personally associated with the negotiations at that time,
and in my view that was an mfalr regulation, It should have required
every Jdew in Palestine to chooss Which community he wished to opt into.
Neverthaless, as vas stated in evidence hefore UNSCOP, at the present
moment tuere are 8,000 male members of the community in Jerusalem alone
who havs opted out of tho comnimity, Opiing out of a community cavisages
serious ecénomic and, possibly, political difficulties, WNevertheless, as
I heve saild, theve are 8,000 male members of the orthodox community in
Jerusalen alone who have so opted out. \

There is one more polnt which should be mentiomed in connection with
percentages, Originally, paragraph 4 of the Mendate required the Zionlst
organization tc cbtaln the co-operation of all Jewish bodies concernsad in
the welfare and upkeep of the Jewish national home. Our co-operation was
never sought, or conmditions were imposed which mede 1% impossible. It is
known, as I stated in evidence before UNSCOP in London, that members of
our organization were not allowed to receive a single certificate to enter
Palestine for vears, BSubsequently, as the result of the intervention of the
High Commissioner, we were given six per cent, which vas increased about a
year ago to ten psr cent, a figure wihich etill holds. I am con: aced that
if there hed been no guestion of percentages and Jews had besn alilcwsed to
cere in in aécordaune with the nroportional representation of their
organizaticns, there would have been cornsiderably more than the 25 per cent
which Rabbi Eosenheim has mentioned for Agudath Israel,

Mc. FEDERSPIEG (Denmark); Whet is the effect of bpting out of the
community? Does that mean that the person concerned loses the rigit to vote?

Mr, GCODMAN (Agudath Israel): Every Jew in Jeruselem is presumed Lo be
a member of the'commumity éuﬁomatioally. To opt out he has to state in
writing to the community and to the Goveriment, "I am“optingvbut of the
compmunity”. He is then no longer associated, actively dr paésivaly, in any
way witi the general Jewish community and c'an, if he so wishes, Jjoin the
other community which, in Jerusalem, is the Vaad Ashkenashiy and waich is, in
fact, much older than the neﬁ'community.

Mr. FRANCISCO (Fhilippines): Why do not the menbers of Apudath Israel

participate in the general electicn %o the Jewish National Congress? Is ?
it because there is a lsgal disqualification, or because they do not wish to |

do 807

Mr., GOODMAN (Agudath Israel):; A decision reached by the greatest
Rabbis in the world requires a Jewish community to have certain religious
bases, Since Vaad Leumi, or the Ceneral Watlonal Council, which is similar,

ftave no relimlous
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have no religlous basis at all, the Rabbis of the world, without any
important excéptions, have stated that orthodox Jsws canzot be membsrs of
those comnunities., For twenty-five years, therefore, our friends and
Pollowers in Palestine have decliued to co-operate with, or to particlpats
in, the General Jewish Community of Palestine, This is purely for religious
reasons hassd on the considered statemsnts of our greatest leuderéo

Rebbi ROSENDBIM (Agudath Israel):‘ May I add that, as the Chadlrman

£ the Commigsion will no doubt knew, in Czechoslovakia also orthodox
Jews had a separate community and separate community organizatic..s. Ihe
gane difference exists in Jerusalem where ceritain communities will not
acknewledgs the authority of the traditional Jewish law but make their own.
Soue, of course, share the Jewlsh feith in one God and so on, but the law
is not acknowledged., That is the reason wly orthodox Jews must have thelr
own commmities,

CHATRMAN: What ebout the Mizrachists? We have been told by a
representative that they are orthodox as well,

Rabbi ROSEMHEIM (Azvudath Israel): I am sorry thot I have to discuss
these internal Jewish affalrs, but it is umavellable.

COAT:MAN: It is hecessary in oprder that the Commission may be able to
form an exact picture of the situation.

Rebhi ROSEWIRIM (Agudath Israel): Waen Agudath Israel was established
forty years ago we tried in vain to win over the Mizrachists who aliready
exlsted as an independent orthodox organization, The belief of the
Mizrachists is that by belonging to the Zlonist organizations they cun
influence it in a religious sense, bub in our opinion they have tried for
over forty yvears and have not succeeded, That is the difference between
the viewpoints of the Mizvachists and ourselves. We cannot male any
concession in matters that concern 1ot our personal, buslness or economic
interests but our religious interests, and it is the cause of Cod and ils
divine Tewnh that we defend in thils respect, The Mizrachists are cumpslled
to make concessions ab any moment, That is why it means nobling to us.thnt
8 certain person, vwho is a msliglous Jew, may become Minister for {ulture or
Religion, Also, Chief Bebbi Herzog of Pelestlne is a Mizrachist."otherwise
he could not have accepﬁed the office he holds. The orthodox Jews have
their cwym CHief Rabbinate in Palestine.

These matters would not be of any interest to this Commission if the
Jewich State were not now at stake, IFf the Jewish State is a legal State
we caunot, of course, separate ourselves from it but must co-operate. IHpwever,
we must heve conditions in which it is possible for us to co-operate in

accordance with our consclence, fin e
v WM I 4
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Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Demmariz): What do you mean by "a legal State"?

Rabbl ROSENUEIM (Agudath Iswael): There are rumovrs in vhe werld thab
a Stete might bé created which would ndt be acknowledged by the United
Nationz. Thabt would not be a legal state, and I do not know whether we
should bé prepé;éd to participate in it because, according to our
téaditioﬁal Telmndic law - I could quote the page of the actual
prascription - Jews in tihese times are not aillowed to rebel against the
nations of the esrth or, as the expression is, "To climb the wall and
congquor Palestine by force'., We ere not allowed to do that so long as
the sovereign of Palestins -~ the United Natlons - does not égree. Ve
cannot participete in a Jewish State which cen be maintained only Dby force,l
violence and deuth. v | '

M, FEEERSPlEL {Demmark}: Ts that not rether casting a shadow on
Moses? “ ‘

Robbi ROSENERTM (Agudath Israel): No, ¥oses had the explicit conmand
of God vhereas it is written that we ere not allcowed to do so, These things
are dealt with in the Talmudic scriptures, and it is a miraculous fact that
the present situation was foreséen by those scriptures which state that to
conguer Palestine with erms and violence before the coming of the Mcssich
vould be to commit & crime sgainst the Jewish peonle.

Mr. MORGAN (Panama)s I should like to ask how the Agudath Israsl
Community is organigzed,

Me. GLICUMAN-PORUSH (Agadaln Igvael)s Domgcraﬁically, of courege.

Mr. MCRGAN (Panama): How is the membership determined?

. Mr. GLICRVAN-PORUSH (Agudath Israel): TFirst of all, our menber has
left the Vaad Leumi. Secoudly, he signed & declaration that he was & member
of Agudath Israel, Every two years therve is a general elantlon in Talsctiue.
Our members may come from Tel Aviv, Haifa or other places.

Mr. MCRGAN (Panema): It is not a politicel body?

Mr. GLICKMAN-PCORUSH (Agudath Isvael): I do not understand exactly what
you mean., We take up political matters.

Mr. MORGAN (Panama): Is it = religious asscciation only?

CHATRMAN: Ie your organization only strictly religious or are you also
political?

M, MCRCGAN (Pznama): We have to stick to the Resolution of the
General Assembly, end, of course, this is a questiocn of a democratic, economic
and political State. You can see that the United Naticns is for a deﬁocratic
eCORONV, _ | f

Mz, GLICKMAN-PORUSH (Agudath Icvael): Perhaps Mr. Goodman can explain

it better.
/Mr. GOODMAY
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My, GOODMAN (Agudath Israel): We are not an asscciation of Jews purely
for religious purpoges. We are the political represcntation of organized
orthodox Jews in every country of ths world, including Palestine.  In
pre~war days, for a period of twenty years, as a politicel party we were
represenbed in the Seja and the Scnate of Poland, The Government of
Czechoslovakia recognizss us as a political body. During the war, I was
personally associated with negotiations which gave us officilal state
recoguition during the period of the govermment in exile, I think the
Chairman here may remcrber some of the negotiations. We are the political
represcntation of religlous Jews; we participated in the elections of a
nunber of towa councils recently; ia Enai-Brek, a small place on the
outskirts of Palestine, three of our delegates were elected into the tuw
council,

We feel that if dewocratlc elections take place in dus cour~s in a
recognized Jewish Jtate and we go to the polls, we shail he able to attain
the figure mentioned by my Fresident, maybe twenty per cent or twanty~five
per cent, but T hope it will not be understood and that it will not be
thought that we are purely a religlous orgenization. We are the politilcal
representation of religious Jews, and I have had the honour for soie twsuty
years to be in the pelitical association of the Agudath Iorael World
Crganization, so I know something about it.

My, MORGAN (Penama): T would like to ask if the leaders of your
organization are chosen on the basis of elections.

Mr., GOOIMAN (Agudath Israel): Yes, we have had three world congresses
since our establishment. The last world conference was held in Mardanski
last summer. The elechbions were on a dwitocratic bhasis, ITvery branch
organization in the world was represented. I have the honour to be tihe.
Presideanl of the United Kingdom biansh organizetion, and I know that every
branch ceganization has 1ts amnual conferences. We have branches where tose
menibsrs elect delegates; we have a comstitution that has been in exlstence
thirty years. We even have separate women's groups, workers' groups end
youth groups, all of whom have the cpportunity of expressing their views
democratically. Mr' Roserheim, our President, was slected, I think, some
twenty-one ycars ago, and he is the IFresident of the world organ.sation and
subsequently has been re-elected at worid congresses to that position.

Mr. MORGAN (Panama): You realize that the principal purpose of the
Commission is the juridical organization of both the Jewish and Areb States?
This requires strict conformity to the inftent of the General Assembly
Resolution., Therefore, I ask if in nccordance with this Resolution and this

intent, you can co-operate in the selection of e Provisiomal Council of

Gover b,
overnmen [iv . ROSENTETIM
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Mr. DOSENAEIM (Agudath Israel): Wo shall definitely do so if the.
Government is a legal one. ‘ _

CHATRMAYS 12 I uwnderstood your explenations correctly, it means
that your organitation forms a separate Je‘wish ‘community in Palestine, that
you have control of your members, and that 1t is quite easy for you to sey
how many members your comnunity has in Palestine., I am interested in your
figure of twenty-Tive per cent. I sinll tell you why: This percentage is
not gulte exactly the same as the number which was indicated for you to us
fron another source, so I should like to have as much Justification for your
contention that you repressnt tvwenby~five per cent of the inhebitants of
Palestine as 1%t will bejossi’ole for you to submit to us.

Mc. ROSENEEIM (Agudath Israel): We shall try to bring evidence for
thet number; we can do that.

CEATRMAN: Am I right in svpposing that you have liste of your menbers?

M. GOODMAN (Agudath Isracl): Rvery country in the world has political
parties. 4he number of members of g political party and the people who
actually go to vote are quite out of proportion one with the other. I know
because I am associated very prominently with a political party in the
United Kingdom, the Conservative Party, which, I think, has less memvership
than the wumber of voters it brings out. We do nol say that our
inscribed membership in Palestine is twenty-five per cent. What we say 1s
that in a free ond democratic election we have no hesitation in thinking
that we can attain the tweaty-five per cent, bubt we do not have twenty-Tive
per cent inscribed mewbership in the same way as the Jewish Agency does .
not have inscribed seventy-five per cent of the Jews in Palestine as members
of the Jewish Agency. The number can only be determined through
democratically-held elections , and ve are quite pispared to prove our
contention,

CILTRMAN:  Our difficulty is that the selection of the Provisioual
Council of the CGovernment should.'precede any election, so I hope you will
realize that difficulty.

Mr. ROSEWHEIM (Agudath Israsl): The Jewish Agency has conuoded to us,
I think, two seats in the Council, and afterwards three, We claim fowr; the
difference is not so big.

Mr. FEDERSPIEL (Demmark): That is, assuming it would be thiriy-two?

Mr. ROSENITIM (Agudath Israel): Yes. That is-the .Council, but the

~cabinet should have thirteen. A ,

Mr. TEDERSPIEL (Demmark): There it was two,.

e
!

<

/Mr, ROSENHEIM
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Me, ROSEWIETM (Agudath Isvael): In the Council we demand only four.

CHAIRMAY: T must shtate thot we are operating with some numbers whiéh
wstil now have had nothing to do with the Commission, bub you should realize
that it is for the Commiesion to make the sclection and to make the
decisions concerning the size and structure of the Provisionel Council of
Gevermment - and now you opsrate wilth the number of thirty-two or thix‘fy
in the Council, and also with the Caninet. .

Mr, ROSENEEIM (Agrdath Tsroel): Those are oaly examples. We change
these nuzbers with other ones; if you go into the goverument, you must
have safficient influence., We are historically considered as the oldest
part of the Jerusalem population., There was a time when the vhole of
Jerusalem and Pelsctine was orthodox. The Zioulst movemsnt is a new
movement, but orthodox Jews since more than two thousand years, speal,
thiak, and feel for Palestine and Jerusalem incessantly in all their
prayers three times a day, and 1t would be the sumalt of injustice and
prejudice against these orthodox Jews who live with all their hearts in
the Holy Tand.,

CHAIDMAN: If we take the nuber thirty-two just at random, you say
that you would be entitled to elght members out of thirty-two; that is
twenby-five per cent, bub you may be satisTied with half of that nurser o
four, twelve and a half par cent? Wiat do you say about the Cahines?

Mr, ROGENSEIM (Agudath Israel): According to the press roporis ws
have assumed that it would comsist of thirteen persons; I do nof know if
I am rigav.

CHATHMAN: Tou are operating with some notions which, until now, were
not discuesed by the Commission, a cabinet and a council of thirty-two,

Me. ROSENTEIM (Agudeth Israel): That may be discussed.

CHATRMAN: Cn what ground are you operating with these notions and
these numbers?

Mr, ROSENAETM: (Agudath Isvael): The Jewish and the Yiddish press
here in New York.

My, GOODMAN (Agudath Tsveel): Taere have been negotiahions between
the Jewish Agency and owr orgenlzation in Jerusalem, Londoa, anl New Tork.
We can only go on the figuves which they give us. The {igures of thlrty-two
and thirteen are figures which the Jewish Agency have given to us. Thelr -
suggestion originally was one in the Council and one in the Cabinet; they
heve incrsased that now to two in the Council, and,one in the Cabinet. Our
President, Mr. Rosenheim, suggested that Four in the Council and two in the
Cabinet would be equitable on the besis of thirty-two and thirteen. IT |
those figures are not rigit, it 1s simply a question of adjusting in

roportion,
prep /M, MORGAN
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Mr. MOBGAN (Panazm): Ts it a gine qua non condition of Agudath Israel

that the Jewish State bz under the rules of "c',he Torah, and would they
co-operate if such a condition is not accepted in comsideration of the
cther sections of the Jewlsh ccummity and of the Arabs forming about
fifty per cent of the populaticn ¢f the proposed Jewlsh State?

r. ROSENARIM (Agudeth Isrzel)s OF course, criginally we had
demendsd the adisrence of the Jdowish State to the law but that is not a
condition gine gua non Tor our entering the govermment. We would go to the
polls and try to get as lurge a parliamentary vote as possible. We would
co~operate with the Mizrachi in this respect, of course. We wouald Toxm -

eligious bloc within the Jewigh parliament, if it were realized, and

iy
a]

then try to do the best for cur ideals, of course.

Mr. MURGAN (Pemama): I think that when proportionsl representation
comes in after the elechtions, that would not be very cifficult.

Mr., ROSEFEEIM (Asudath Iareel): That is why we prefer pronnrtional
revveseuntation.

M. GOOZMAN (fgudath Isreel): Oune might visualize co-operation batween
religious Jews, religlous Arabs, and religious Christians, I can very well
vizualize a parllament where all religious-minded people who gll believe 1n
the same God, each in his own way, might very well co-operate ian order to

form a majority against irreligiously-minded people. I can visuslize stuch

a policy, and there mey be socmething in common between religilous Jews and
religlous non-~Jews, which unhapplly 1s not in common between ncn-religlous
Jows and religicus Jevrs.

Mr. MORGAN (Panana): Today, religion is a guestion of free consclence.

Mir. GOODMAN (Agudath Israel): Yes,

CIATRMAN:  Tou stated that in the immigration quota now there is
ten per cent reserved %o meuwbers of your community?

Mr. GOCDMAN (Azudath Israel): Yes.

CZAIRMAN:  Indirvectly, it may be inferred that in the view of the
Palestine Adainistration, your present strength in Palestine is calculated
at ten per cent of the whole. ,

Mr. GOODMAN (Agudeth Israel): Paragraph b of the Mandate requires
recognition of ths Jdewish Agency; the whole of the immigration is handed over
in thecry to the Jewish Agency. They have controi, They have been compelled
Ly the Palestine Govermument to come to an understanding with us. It is not
the Palestine Government which made the division; it is the Jewish Agency
which mede the division., The United Kingdon representatives here in the
United States would confirm that ten per cent is not an equitable percentege.

JCHATRMAIT:
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CHATRMAN: It 1s not an equitable psrcentage?

Me, ROSENTRIM (Amudath Israel); It is ot o edequate percentepgs.

Me, GLICKMAN-FORUSH (Agudeth Iscael)s I represent Agndath Israel in
the Immiﬁration Depertment of the Jewish Agency. The Jewish Agency
themselves agree tuat the percontage of ten per cent is not correct; it is
not right.

Me. ROSEIMRIM (Apudath Israel): I believe that we must add that during
the last years efber the Kitler destruction the Jewisl Agenzy has not
strictly adhered to ths ten per cent, In the immigratlon of persons that
Wereuin danger, they did not maks such a discrimination, but in meny cases,
neverthelecs, thers were conflicts between our rep“esén atlveu, for instance,
in the displaced persons' camps in Germsny or the Dastern Duropean couutriles,
and I have had a good many complaints that Agudasists were dlscrlmlnated
against by the Jewish Agency agents in the different countries., I o not
know whether this whole discussion is practical because if the Mandate is
ended, the Jewish Agency must be re-crganized anyhow because the whole
mendate of ths Agency is founded on the United Kingdom Mandate, so I think
that in this respect there will be a new prouneut of coming vo &n
understanding regerding the number of imnlgrants.

CEAIPMANs I am raifing this questlon only in connection with uy
ressarch at arriving at a provortion which should be es near the reslity aé
posslble. Given your decluration that you would be satisfied with four
mgmbers in a body of thirty-two, which means twelve and & half per cont,
perhaps e maJ congilder for our purpose your preseut strenzth in P3100tlﬂe
at twelve snd a half per cent of the whole pepulation,

Mr. ROSENIDIM (Agudath Israel): We €o not belleve that thal is the
truth, but we felt that in view of the difficulties which the Jewlsh
Agency haé with all their own parties to satisfy, we are satisfied, againgt
reality, with twelve and a holf per cent instead of twenty-five per cent.
That is a concession for the love of peace,

COATIRMAN: Would it be twenty-five per cent of the'humber of the
Jewish population? It is more than 150,000 or 160,000. Thuss arc perscns,
not voters. You are claiming that you have some 150,000 or 160,000 souls
in Palestine? | | ‘

Mr. ROSENHETM (Agudath Israel): TYes, who are wembers or who are
sympathetic‘with our religious couvictions; they arvs followers of our
ldeas. Mot all of them are organized.

i, GLICKMAN-PORUSH (Agudath Israel): TYou will understand how aifficult
it is for orthodox Jews to be organized in Palestine. Our community is not
organized but the Jewish Agency is. The community of Vaad Leuml is
organized. It is very very difficult. We say twenty-five per cent; that
means to say thet mewbers do recognlze themselves as mewbers of Agudath Israel

/end are sympathetic
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and are sympathetic to the iden that orthodox Jewry in Palestine should be
independent.

CCHATRUAN:  You would not feel prejudiced very much if we considered
your strongth on the basis of your own prcposal of twe¢ve and a half peo
cent?

Mr, ROSENEETM (Agudath Israel): Tt may prejuiice us, but for reasons
of equity and for ths love of peace, we have resolved to be satisfied with
four seats in the Provisgional Cowvncil to meke an understanding possibile
becauce 1f we insist on elght s=ets, then the Jewlsh Agency will not be
able to satlsfy the claims of all the different parties who ars fighbing
for represcontetion in this Council, so we think if we have four
repressntatives in the Council and two ministers in the Cabinet then we
shall be able to represent cur interasts until the vote will prove the
real stzength of the different pavties,

CHATRMAN: T must call your attention to the fact that the plan of
the Ceneral Assewbly makes no mention of any cabinet; it is only the
Provisional Council of Governmiment which should be selected and establlshed
by the Commission. This Provisional Council of Government is not a
provisional govermment. You stick to the number of four; I think it would
be preferable toc stick to some per cent of representation such as four in
thirty-two, or twelve and a half per cent, because, as I told you, the
Conmission until now does not lnow the size of the Provisional Council of
Government, since the Commission, which should make the selecticn, has rot
deliberated. There are some suggestioms from the Jewish Agency on
which the Commizsion has not yet delibersted. ‘

Mr. GCODMAY (Agudeth Israel): Could we leave it at that, without
prejudice to our rights in an eventual, democratic election when we are
Pprepared to prove our strength? We would accept a renresentation of twelve
and.a half per cent in any govermmental body which will be legally
estebllshed. That does not mean, however, that we recognize that twelve
and a holf per cent is our strength in Palestine.

CHAIRMANW: It will be sbrictly for this practical purpose.

Mr. MORGAN (Panama): Your plan is to solve all the difficulbies now,
and then after the elections you can show your strength. The Commission
wants co-cperation now for the difficulties that we are now facing.

Mr, GOODMAN (Agudath Israel): Yes, we want to help the sould;

CHAIRIMAN: But in your suggestions for Jerusalem, there is no direct

comnection with the matter we are discussing?

/Mr, ROSENIEIM
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Mr. ROSEWHEIM {Agudath Israel): ~The Commission will help to solve the -
problém? : S ‘

COAIRMAN: We have talken note of it, but at the present moment it is
not on cur sgsnda with vou. Do you wish to make a stotement? ‘

Mr. GTLICKMAN-PORUSE (Apudath Isreel): I was born in Jerusalem, “For
generations, my parents and grandparents were born in the Holy City. I |
beg you to have pity on 100,000 Jewish souls now in Jerusalsm who are faced
wilh tragedy and, Cod forbid, destruction, )

V ‘.M“V are without foof, without drink, without light, and apparently
without hone.

e, GLICKMAN-PORUSH (Agudath Israsl): They are 1n a very, wory difficult
gituation., Ther do not want Lo speak now of any question, but tuey want to "
be saved from stervation. Ws believe that the Commission should do
something to prevent the destructicn of these 100,000 Jews in Palestine.

CRATRMAN: I can assure you on behalf of the Commission thot we are
thinking of this problem and that we are trying to do the best that we are
able to do, '

M, GLICIMAR-FPORUSE (Agudath Isract): Thank you.

Mr, GOODMAN (Agudath Israel):s I should like to thank the Chairman end
hig colleagues for their courtesy in allowing us to trouble you tihls
afterncon, Anything that we can do at any time in our very nodest way in
solving this difficult problém, we shall be very gled Lo do. We hope that
in the new set-up of Palestine 5 vhatever it will be, in all circumstances
81l Jews of ail shades of opinion may have an opportunity to co-oparate in
order that the lund of peace may really become a place of peace for the
whole world, '

CHATRMAN: I thank you for your declaration of willlingness to co-operate

further with the Commission.

At this polut Rabbi Rosenhein, Mr, Gliclkman-Porusi and Mr. Gooduan
left the meeting.
CONSIDLEATION OF TN DRAFT OF SECQCRD SPICIAL REPORT TO TR SECURITY COTICIL
O T FOOD STFUATION IN PATHSTINE (Informel Poper R/LR)
Me, RIEDMAN (Senior Economie Adviser) read the draft of the Seccnd Spacial

Beport to the Security Council on the Food Situstion in Palestine wailch had
been prepared by,the Secretariat, ‘

M, HMNSCH (Food Expert), in an explanation of the foo'd situetion in
Palestine, stated that normally shipuments of foud to Palestine hel to be

ordersd two months in advance, and that since that had not been Gome fur the

Jreriad
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period immediately fcllowing 15 Moy, a break in the flow of supplies
shortly after that date could ouly bhe avérted by the taking of emergency
measures to divert to Palestine cereals already purchased and in process of
shipment to other areas. Ounly an already established pipeline of supply
covld thus be used to avert the interruption in the flow of food imrorts.
Setting up a nsw system of cupply always took more time than could be
allowed for in the present emergency.

The Comniscion agreed that the report should not be divided into
chapters; each with its own title, but that its twenty-one parsgraphs should
be nuwzbsred seriatinm.

In addition to a few minor drafting changes, the following rodifications
wers approved: |

1, At the end of paragraph 10, to insert a footnote reading as
followsy "The Twsesury swrplus, which was one of the specific asgets
of the Palestine Administration nemed in Part I, E, 2 of the Assembdly

Resolution, amounted to IP.5.5 millions st the end of December 1947."

2, At the end of parsgraph 11, to insert a footnote reading as

follows: "Palestine currency is backed by en equivalent amount of

British securities and currency, which are held in London by the

Palestihe Currency Board, The totel assets of the Currency Board, as

of 31 March 1947, amounted to L 51.4 millions (now blocked by a

Treasucy Order of 22 February 1948) of which I 46,9 millions

represented the statutory one hundred per cent backing for

Palestinian note circulation and L'4.5 millions represented surplus

assets. These surplus assets provide a generous margin ageinst the

risk of depreclation of the statutory assets, considering that the
latter are in the form either of cash or of gilt~edged securities.

This margin could be considersbly reduced without risk. It mey be

noted that in its earlier years the Palestinian Currvency Board oparated

with a much smaller percentage margin of surplus assets, For the last

completed financial year for which figures are available, i.e. 1546-47,

the net income of the Currency Board amounted to L 1.2 millions.”

3. In paragraph 12, the last two sentences were deleted and the

following sentence inserted: "The Commission is not in agreement with

this viev taeken by the Mandatory Power, since the Assembly resolution

(varagraph I, B, 13) clearly establishes it, for the transitional

period following the termination of the Mandate, ag the authority in

Palestine under which the Joint Economic Board is to act,”

4. In parvegreph 13, to delcte the last sentence.

O+ In paregraph 1%, the last sentense was re-worded as follows: "Even

| Jassuming
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assuming the approval of the Advisory Committee for the withdrawal from

the Worlding Capitel Tund of the emount required, the fact i that this

Fond might be unduly strained by such withdrawal at this time, since

it wes not designed to meet major operatlonal expenditures in exoess of

those alrcady authorized in the Working Capital Fund Resolubion,

6, In paragreph 18, to dslote the phrase "though it might cover the

nceds of Arehs in Jewich areas,” in the fifth semtence.

7. In paragvaph 19, to insert the phrase "for the Jews in Patestine"

after "a desperats situmtlon will evise," in the second sentence and to

delete the thirxd senterce,

Tt was noted that the Report did net contain a formal request to the
Seeurity Counciil; also that with the dispatch of the Report the Commilesion
could.not consider its own vesponsibilities in the matter completsly
dischargad,

The Becond fvexial Renort to the Security Council ss a wihole was

e

approved waniwously.
CONSIDERATION OF A COMAUNICATION RECRIVED FROM TEE HADASSAH ORGANIZATION,
ImW YORK (Informal Papsr ORG/18)

Note was taken of the above communication, comcerning alleged Areb
attacks on rem-sectarian medical and allied projects of the EHddassah
organlization in Pulestine,

It was agreed that a reply would be sent stating that the mabter in
question had received tho Commission's abtention end that the Commission
had sent instructions to the Advance Party to do everything that 1t could
do usefully to prevent the occwrrence of similar alleged attacks.,
CONSIDERATION OF A COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM THE UNION OF ORIZODOX RABBIS
OF AMERICA (Informal Papor M/32)

Note was taken of the above communication, concerning International
Trustesship for the City of Jerusalsm.

It was agresd that a reply should be sent stating that the Commission
was very much concerned with the matter in question and was taking such steps
s it could,

CONSIDERATION OF A DRATT IETTER TO THE UWITED KINGDOM IEIEGATION CONCERNING
THE PROCUREMENT AND FINANCING OF FOOD SUFPLIES FOR PALESTINE (Informal Peper
UK/106)

A draft letter to Me. Fletcher-Cooke in reply to his letter of 5 April
regerding the position of the United Kingdom Government in the metter of
procuring and financing food supplies for Palestine for the period
immediately following 15 May, was considered and approved with minor
drafting changes,

The meeting rose at 6,15 p.m,

- -



