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STATUS OF THE COMMISSION

The CHATEMAN statéd tiﬁat ‘the. chief outstending matter
before the Commission wes the congideration of the status of the
Commission as & consequence of the rcsolutior.l pasged by the General
Agsembly on 14 May, which had relieved it from the fuwbher exercise
of its responsibilities. He callod on the Secretary to make a>

statement regavding the view of the Sesretariat on this matter,

The SECRETARY, before maling this statement, observed
that the Commission would probably be interested to know that the
United States delegation would be proposing l‘afer in the day a
resolution In the Scourity Council requesting the latter o consider
that a breach of the peace exlsted in Palestine: this wag of
paribicular interest to the Commission in that it corroborated the
viow which the Commissgion héd taken of the securlity situation in
1ts first Specilal Report on tho Problem of Security (S/676).

Rogarding the question of the status of the Commission, he
stated that, ai .er haﬁng d.i_scussed the matter with the Secretary-
Goneral, Mr. Sobolev (Agsistant Secretary-General , Depertment of
Socurity Counsil Affairs) and Mr, Feller (Principal Director, Legal
Department ), his Yiew wag that Part III of the General Assembly's
resolution of 1k May created a situation in which, after that date,
no anthority to take eny action under the Resolution of 29 November
i‘am&iried ves't.élad in t}ie Commigsion., |

He obaefved. that prior to the last plenary meeting o:f‘ the

| General sssembly he had pointed out to Dr, Jessup (United States
Delegation) that the resolution, as it was worded, would have such
an effect, and that, moreover, it would create the difficult situation

of leaving the Commlssion in the awkward position of being unable
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to wind up 1its affairs, to repiy %o outstanding communications, ete.
Dr. Jessup recognized that this was true and suggested fhat the Greek
rapmégamﬁamiv@y through whose amendment to the resolution the

date of 1 June had apﬁarently been inadvertently dropred, mlght

be approached with a viéw to having the matter raised during the
plenéry meeting, Accordingly, the Secretary atated, he had

taken up the matter with the Greck. ropresontative who hed indicated a
willingness to ralse the question, However, in the turmoll of

that last meeting, this had not been done and the resolution was
passed in its original form without any amendment.

Thus, the present lesal sltuatlon resulting from the adoption
of the rosolution was that the Conmﬂesioh probably could not take
any further acfion, including the submlsslon of any Purther reports
to the General Asscmbly or to the Security Council, since these
wore among the‘rqspensibilities which had been vesgted In the Cormission
under Resolution 181 (II) of 29 November 1947, from the further
dischawge‘of vhich the resolution of 14 Mey seemed to have relieved.
the Comﬁission.

However, he obsorved, 1t would be very unfortunate 1f the
outetanding matters of the Commission, especlally those not directly
rolated with the Implementation of portition, such ag food allocations,

’postul arrénbémonms and Palestinian agsets, were not, 1n gome way,
drawn te the attentlon of the Security Council. .

nHu would not advise the proparabion by the Commission of a

reﬁort on these subj@ctsvinasmuch as the submission cf such a

.ropdft nlght inﬁite a rebuff from States which look unfavourably

upon the Commission bocause it had been set up to inmlement‘partition.
Inatoad; he nlght suggest that the Chairman address a communication
outlining all the eubstanding matters to the Secretary-General, %hus

/not involving
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not involving the Commission iformally in the matter. The Secretary-
General could then present the Chairman's communilcation to the
Security Councll.

He cmphasizod that he was expressing hie perscnal viewé,
after congultatlon wlth the'Secrefary-Ganeral, Mr. Sobclev and
Mr. Feller,

The view was expresdod by a member of the Commission thet
the resolution of 14 May really hed a retroactive offect as far
as the Commission was concerned, in that in relieving the Commission
from further roesponsibilities it algo affirmed the Impcasibility,
due to the action of fhe Mand.atory waer, Tor the Commission to
have ilmplemented the plan in accordance with the tima»ﬁable W'?:liclfJ
1t had cnvisaged. | t

To this, the SECRETARY added the observation that it could
be contended that the resolution of 14 May had not actually
dismolved the Commission, since the rea.lution of 29 November 1947,
by virtue of which the Cormission had been cféated, had not been
regcinded. The wholé mechanism was simply in abeyance. Conceivably,
the situation could develop at some future date whereln it might be
congidur-l advigable to reconvoke the same Conmission.

Ihe view was aleo expressed that the two resolutions passed
by the General Assembly on 14 Mey reaffirmed partition. The resolution
calling for the appointment of a Mediator implied two partles, and
two parties‘implied partitiqn. Likewise, the other resolution,
expressing &ppreci&fion of the Goneral Asgembly for the work performed
by the Commission in nursuance of the maﬁdate given to it last

November, also could be interpreted as reaffirming partition.

/The CHATRMAN
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‘ The CHAIRMAN stated %haﬁlﬁhewCommiasion should tako the
view that 1% had not coased to oxist, but that until and vnless it
received further instructions from the Gonoral Assecubly to the
contrary, 1t would ad journ §igg dlo.

It was agrecd thet a communication from the Chalrmen to tho

Sceretary-General should bhe tranamitted dealing wlth the outstandinq'

nottors which had been left hefore the Commigsion.

The SECRETARY gtated that hé would prepare a complete
documentary record for the Secretary-General of the Conmiséion's
activities forvsuch.disposition a8 the Secretary-General might wish
to moke of it. o |

A suggestion vas ﬁdde that a éeparatg mﬁﬁoranaum should be
preparéd dealing with all matters concerning which either the
Cémmissicn or the Manﬁatory Power hod mede decielons of é. legal
character, and that;this.memprandmm should make clear wﬁere:theee‘

matters stood as of 1k May.

It was asreed that a seporate memorandum dealing with all

matters on which the Commission or the Mandatory Power had taken

declgions of & lecal character, and making it clear where these

matters stood as of b qu, ghould be gubmitted by the Chalrman

3

to the Secretary~Genoral.,

Mr, MORGAN (Panama) expressed on his own behalf and

in the name of the other members his warm approciation of the

vory good work which the Secretariat of the Commlssion had'performed.

The CHAIRMAN said that he had been about to make a
slunilar expregslon. He wished to th&nk the Members bf the Cormission
and thé Secretariat for the way in which they had aséisted him in
hig difficultﬂtask. He récalled that in his' opening epeech, when

/the Cormiseion
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the CommissiOn.fifst commenced 1'ts work, he had gaid that he
realized that he could not discharge his tesk without the full -
boncurxence of his colleagues,: He could now &ay thet he had

never lacked that concurrence.

i

The SIORE TARY ctated that he could earneetly say that
it had been a real pisasure fc% him and his ataff to work Wlth
the Commlssion, The Je: "etariat had worked ag a team, and, he
thought, as a very good team. He thanked the Secretariat for +the

gincere way 1a which they had served the Commission.

The CHATRMAY statod thet the Commission could disperse
with a cloar conscilence ragawd*ug the work 1+ had performed, and
feel confident that hiauory would Judge 1t favourably.

The OHAIRMAN fornmllv declared that tbe United Netions Palestine

Cormigsion was odwouwned sine dle,

The meeting rose af h:05 p.n,
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