
Secxetaxfat : Mr. Byxon Price (Acting secretary-General) 

Mr: Sobolev (Assistant Secretazy-General 

Mr, Runche (Secxetaxy) 

1. Relations with the Press 

The SECRETARY stated that some members of the press had asked to be 

admitted to the meetinge He added that Mr, Shextok had been approached 

and had explained that if the Commission should make inquiry of him on the 

matter, he would state that he had no objection to ma!ring hLs statement 
in public. 

After a brief discussion, it was agreed that it would be more 

satisfactory to hear Mr, Shcrtok in a closed~mecting and to release , 
the substance of his statement to the press after the meeting, 

2. Consultatio tative of the Jewish Agency' 

Mr, M. Shextok, together wi"ch Mx; A. &ban, who had come at the .' 

invitation of the Commission as representatives dP the J&sh Agenc~y fox ,' 

Palestine, entered the meet&g room and were invited by &~:Chaixr@n to " 

take seats at the ,table. Mr. Shextok"s ata&r&t 'and his ans?&% to, 'I i 

questions put by Members on ,points a&sing from his'statement are xep+ciduGd'a ..' 

. I  

Agency for Palestine, to OUT midst,' I~'un&rst&h-'that 

t$ @atemcnt about the pxosent situation in Palestine, 

infor&tion i&l be.,of'a precious character because he ,.; .: 

he i&&es to'make 

I think.this I 

has Just xetuxned 
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Mr:. &XRTOII: ~(Jewish Agency fo? Palestine): The pr?vilege which 

has been afforded to me to address this Commission at so early a stage ' 

in its labours is one ~~hioh I deeply appreciate. I should like to take 

this opportunity to extend the good wishes of the organization I represent, 

the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and. the .community fox which I am 
privilcgcd to speak, the Palestine JM.sh community, Lo &his Commission, 

the appointment of whLch we welcome as a most impoknt landmark on the 

road along iqhich'our 'problem is travelling t&a&s its solution. 

Actually, the solution has been decided upon by the General Assellbly 

of the United Nations, and, taday, .wg,are in the stages of its implementa-t;ion. 
I shall gladly comply with the Chairman's indication to give a 

brief survey of the position which I found'in Palestine during my very 

brief visit there. I was there aix'days altogether., Hoover, I hope 

I may be permitted, first of all, to say a few words about the nature 
of the solution with which'we are:now dealing', I say so at the risk of 

abusing the patienee of the,Chairman, not as Chairman I hope but as the 
one who has now dealt with this problem for many month;, and who i.s 

very intimately familiar with all its aspects, both by virtue of his 
eWerience as a member of UNSCOI? and as a representative of his government 
in the Ad Hoc Committee and in the Sub-Committee of the last session 

of the General Assembly. I nevertheless claim this opportunity because 

not all the members of the Commission have been px-csent th..~ough,&LJ. 

these stages, and I think it is important for me to stress the fact 
that the solution which the United Nations in their wisdom, and I would 

say in their courage, have decided u_oon is to us a compromise solution. 

Jt by no means gives LIS :rhai; we believe -GE are historically entitled to or 
what VC: could take advantage of properly and legitimately in,ordor to 

ensure a better future for the'Jcwish people in its historic homeland; 

There have been a number of solutions,propounded in recent years, 

particularly by the,, British'Gover~ent,,whhiCh &re.accepted neither by 
'- 

the Jews nor by the Arabs. The fact tha: today the worla, has initiated 
a solution which. has..mat with Jewish, acccptance‘but with regection on the 

'. 
Arab "side should not signify that it gives the Jews one hundred per cent 

" "'of -what they want or ,feel entitled to,. ..It entails a very painful sacrifice 

for the Jewish people in that it takes away from them, mnybc for all future, 

time',- cor%ain very important parts of the country which, through the ~ 
centuries past, ,they cameto regard as their past and future national '< : 
patrimony.., : _ , \ . . 

,',, I 1, - ,I 'I ,., 
/The JoIrish people? '- t . 



Ur$te# Nations retreat from their policy, they ~C.ll. cestainly not tippose a 

' s,lut,ion which is more in favour of the Arabs and less in favour ofthe 1 
Jews, But if they find that this 5;ttenrp% to subvert by force an autho&tativti 

in.tcmational decision fails, an attempt in which thoy themselves havd'no 

particular desire to Dako part, they wiPl ~cttlc down and accept wha&‘ has, 

been de&o& axd m&e the best of it. 
F/e boliove'that f'ivlmness 'is as essential, therefore, as benevol&ce' if 

', 
the prospects of lasting &ace arc to be assured, The po&tion toddy ii 

one 'of a rather unstable equilibrium, ' It is n very delicate: rLa-to of‘ 

things - del.icntc politically and delicate ps&hologicall.y. Many, many 

Aribs, and many Jew& for that matter, are v&y kc&l y watching the ; &galls ' 
of the United N'&"cions as to what l&o they will take and to whz~~ti e&x& the 

$xisiori'of %hu United .Nation$ can bo taken as something ir?evocably .I 



ma+h&tn been ~nc~&bie'&ls,~k ii+til& famutioh bf this' ComrtWa$on. One e 
Z;he eonnnission has && f&m@&;- ilr;"'ii;"'t&@ m&&r ~',&f' J$$ '&I& d@Si;%lTy' &.$a Z!+.t' 

is i'or, it'& decide ~&a4 db.~tz& i-&s work ~~ll'k~ke. Htitiove&,"It is II@ duty 

to ropar~ on the imprestiions that -i"'h&e'fotIrid"'in Palestine', ' " 
.., 

1% teas $y&en: for gj:anCcd that the very. first 'thing' and the"i&iedi&t6 

thing that rqiII follow upon"'the decision df 'the Gcnera.I'AQsemb.%y '&otid"he"' 

the arrival of the' Commission in Palestine. I hope you 'k~~'~'~~e~$M,t me' to ' 

say"that th$s is a fact which r&&be taken &to accourit in the! appmi.sal 

of'-the general: sftuati&n,'the fact that'ghe delay has had'it8 psychc&$$c~l 

o'p&cts which have not been c&rM f&Vo~&ab;e. Now, 'a: how Q-g ~t.t;H$.adr. 
.'. 

taken by the Unftud' Ki'ngdoiri Goveinment. It was openly stated,Ln the debatb 
in the IIouso of Comr&nti that'the early arrival or the Commission in 

Palestine $oul.d or 'might lead to a conf~%c% of au%hority'. I should' like to 
_a ' 

report ihat; this is not the ieeling ap oW; pkopie in'l?aLestine,' They fu.!Lhy 

re'aliza that so long as the mtidate stdnd"and sd'lon'g as the I&ltish 

administration is responsible fo$ law and order and for the rl&~in~ of'&? 

seevices, there can"be no rival' authority by their side. 

It Is not the question of 'rival United Nations suthoiity to compete' 
: : 

with the United Kingdom.'authority which is being raised by ok people. 

What is distrizbing to'them is' the fact that'no effective preparation for the 

setting up of Cnew rcgimo"may bb accomplish&d unless there i's an o&an of 

the United iUntions operating on the spot and making itself responsi'blc fop 

these preparations. They may be wrong, but it S.s 'my duty' to z&p&t their 
views . .A&& all, there is 'a great deal that must be obseked 'ad studleb. 
'on the 'spot, there are a' host of problems to be faced, the Importance 'of <a ,'. 
or'priority of rihiih it is extromuly diffiduLt to judge from a'distsnce. 3: 

,/ 

will~h3f'er to s&s sfmific $3~0bLems arising in this connection1 riowever , I 
t~ould say in a general way that the people cannot conceive of a new regime 

',: 

being born other than aft& a certain period of pregnancy, if I m&y use -the 
.' ,' 

term. A new se&rre must develop Mth&r the womb of the old.! J&addition, 
the people find it extremely difficult to imagine that overnight, ,' 

the new 
regii~e will come into being. They arc very much baffled and bevildered'by' 
the uncertainty of' the yrospoct of the Cornmi,ss3.0rits arrival. 

,, , 1: ' * 
" ‘.' 

When people are nervous and sensitive, '. 
\ 

they beg&to impute aLI. sorts‘ 
of motives. They t&y to'probe the'hiddcn desi&s behind. it,, $nd they fea+ ., /' 
generaliy discaur~&ed &d s&ken in-their car&d&&e ih the validity ef ' 
the decision, ?hiti, 

,' .' 
as 'I have pointed out, has a most u.nso.Lutary effsct 

,_ 
._ I 

bbth on the Arabs and on the Jtiws, I need not point to'the i,mplfcations &f : ", 
this general propositions. 

'+ f 
1' trust tdaC‘ they are cl&$. 

.‘ .a., '. c 
.,' .?,. , . ,, " :I 

/Ofi Cblirs6, 
., :I .,-_ I' ,:,., 
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Of cour!se 9 tho phrakjunt'~u~'s~~i~~'~~~~l~h~a~~t~~.I;~s peaplers minds in 

Falestine ,is that 'bf'>ublic sed.LxL't;$; LAc-klly, spc&.ng for the JeVs, 

I trould say thdt ire co$Ld no~$w.& for jr@ new arrangement to be s'anctiorled 

by the CorMi osion or by the Sectiity Council in PLlestine. we WC'TC forcea 

by the coutise of events to take &'hand &&to take a very 'iletemrlined action. 

ii'c i'ound o& security, the personal 'safe'ty of la@ numbers' of JOWS and the 

subsequent socuritg of Jewish tow s and villages and whole parts of the 

country inhcil~ito'd bg the Jews, not pi-opx3,y bafe@arded. As the JWY~ sh 

commLMty ha~"Llarejrs 'been an 'organiS&d community with people at the top 

feeling responsible for its well-being and elected to' disch&g;c that 
respotisibflity, quit'o' naturLl.ly they had to fend for thomsBlvcs, and they 

had to asr;wne dire& responsibility for $heir own ::;afety within the very 

limited means at their disposal; so that actually, today, we already hElVc2 

a kind of a Jewish national &thority ~porating as a secu&%y uuthoE.l;y. 

iv&w; rlt might be said that this is a rival authority to the British 

administration.‘ In a sense, i..i is so but i-t' just could not be helped. 

The poS'ition has been aggr"avateil %y the position taken by the 'LTnited Kingdom 

ndnrinistro,tion. 'I,say aggravated bcc&se it'was also serious in the past 

when no such 'far;roaching political conflict between us und the United 

Kingdom admfnistPation arose? Even in the past yeurs when ~avcs of 

'disturbances slrept over Palestine, we vary largely were left to oux 0m-l 

debices in'taking steps for 01x own protection, al.thou&h the Britfsh forces 

did a great deal with that' end'in view, ‘but never enough, It is quite 

natural. A military machine cannot be here, there and everwheye at every 

mirhte of the twetity-four hogs of the day, and poop10 who are on the spot 

must dd t&at th& can to protect themselves. But I say in the -ffrcscnt ci9sis 

which we are expe?i.encing, the position has been particularly aggmvated by 

the political attitude of the United Iflngdom adxi.nistration. 
In our estimation, the United Kingdom administration, acting re;nder 

.(' iri$i-J&x?t~~ns fr6m"the United Kiizgdam Government~3.n Lbndon; is, in a sfayp 

att&ptin.$ to square a circle or to reconcila two irreconcilables. what are 

the two fundamental positions which they have taken? One fundamental 

positioa is that so long ati they are there a$ nrandatoxy, they are responsible 

fox law aild order, That is unassn$lable and is most welcome. That‘is 

a &tiy'affirmative statid. But iti l&o v&y sac breath, they have taken 

the a%titude +&at they a~"e not respons'ible~for the implementation of the 

United Nations policy;,not only that they' are not responsi?xle for its 
fmplemoxitation) lx,& they do not regard themselves under obligatibn to 

co4perat& Mth this pollcy~ 'Phis~has I.&&a vovgr confusing psychological 

situat&n &.tho"iidst of 4he Unite'd Kingdom administration itself, 
% , ,' / The attacks 



United Natigns; ..pqIicy,.~ go?, find yor.qse~f qt ,e’ver;y ,&age :dor$btA,ng, ,h.gsi,tatitig > .,.. . ,, .i 
whethes. ‘you ,,,should taJ$e ,,q, cyy@ln mgpqp $+.gh,, ,on suxe securi$y ,qrour$& :.:‘: 7: .,.‘,& 
is the most -effective ( one, .lea;t. by .the .toc rqegtaculax. chazqcter of, the : ::; .““L”, (, ;. 
measure, you would. implicate, yourse$$ , in, enfoxo~&g United Nations.. p,oIA.c,~ ; ‘. I’ 

You would tqpear us. if you, IJWPO talr;ing t@t,,poLicy unde;x pour defence’;, ‘.,’ 

Nay, 3: WOI;L~& ,q.itm+.t that.,$t. is qxtxemely, diffic,Xlt m it is. impossible : .; ’ 

to defend the vi,ctims of the present qttacts trithout .defending United Nations 

policy; and unI.ess you axe pxepaxed,.to. do..the. lwttey,., you cannot . i ,I’ I 
effectively do the former, We .;find the, ,unfortunatc results of ,this inner 

conflict -at .overy step *. , It is true that, in .cextaiu, extreme, cases, British 

t?oops .have .3ntexvened an+ inteavsned effective&y # ~~O~JBVBX,. their effectiv,e 

intexvention has been restricted to the most ,e@xeme cases, The~efoxe, *. 
it has always been a IittAe late in the day. In .the meantime, things 

got out of band, and unnecessary yictims ,have been claimed; 1 

There is. today no com$rehensi,ve concerted plan of.defence in Palestine, 

arid, no comprehensive concsx-ted system of ~~EWLWEI ta&en to ensure the safety 

of the threatened loommuni;ty in l?a3,e,stine, Tbia ia not ths otqse, in xeGaxd to ‘the 
Bxitish~ nor ,i.s it the case in regard to ouxsaIves e Today there axe Tao , ,. 
a~etir,i,?s opexe;ting in Palestine. which axe interested. in the protection of 

133s ..and pxogexty, * :$he Jews .as a comfun.it$, the oxganized. comyunityj and the 

?$ritpd. Kingdom @,minigtxat~on, He~thex off these .two aG;pncies ,enjoy,s comploto~ 
freedom of action, ,co,m@ate fxeedom of decision, and the implem~n:ta:1;;2on q of ‘., 

that decision,,. ,r(ri.th rqard, to .the c@ws 3 ,I; Tgould say that. oux.,:fxeedom to act is _ 
c&~@e~. +++m ~~~thout,l+wyxtm tro~am+ -qaet. the ~~I.I-(;~Io~LGY:,, '1 ~71~1: mplh~~ W&V x.tiean 

a little: later *, ,,’ Wi.th .rogayd + the .i.w,;!.ted .~Qk-gdo3~ a~&miqistxation~~~ th&x Zt3wl+om . . 
to act is parsI.yged. from isithin beta, :,GI they. ,dc not? fee&, xespons$bI.e .fox. ;the ,, \ 
pJim3ersi;. poI.icy. Tqy do not fepl. wn:~:..~~:~~ an obliq+ti.~n t,o I~c,y the-,:px,icq,~of ;i,t, : 
in ,teqrrs of? sacxific,e! and exextion; T1ie.y axe hqmstrun~, byA ,.: ., ,, / - : lr ,thf3 pol.iQi,caJ. ., ,‘I , ..‘, , 
Fos-ition that. ?-xv, &ya- $alqn, and. the rswlt is: *that rrgq things, whi’cl~ ncrmsll.y I ,. (, I ‘, ,, ..;l ,’ 
would hove,,bean .,$one,, and’ +XX~ in t&rg: ,a~!s eith,e~. r?qt done, at all ox::,d&we~ too ~ .I ., .*:! ,,/ ,/_)‘,’ ,... .‘f.. ,,,_: i : ” 4 ;,; ‘,’ 
late m This cirour~st,ance .aGgxev,:&es the. .gxase,nt, @s-is F /, ,._ ‘::. ., 7. ” /. : ,, : ,:’ ,,,, “jj 1 ,, ‘, i.:Y;tl, :,;’ :i ” ; $2 j::,‘-’ 

,y+~2n pinb : ,'. ; 

a ..&.$eq,t ,deai of theix ,, 

~ 
,, I ,: 1’, j* *:. 

qJn+ ,t;o diFxqmin(r: ,Jows e \‘?,I: ,; ’ :: ; 
Now, the t~~~]:,,~h.in~B,;naturaLLy do not go very well. toI;Pethex. I do not want 3.. ,. 

/to weaxy 



Jewish bus bohoyb aloni”&d road, ‘&he United.P KbiGdom ‘authorftles are 
,I.. L. 

extroae~y Y@.&XX~t to appear in the ‘role of’ p’?btectin& Levi& t?onVsyS 

because’ &at ‘i&entlfles them with ‘the Jews in %h6’ eyes of the Arab population, 

It’ means’ ‘th&& they are there to defend’ the policy that is’ supposed to be 

in f&ouG O;f the Jews.. ITot only has that escoti as often as not nbt beon 

forth&&g, but when the Jews provide their ovm escort, as”ofi;eil ab not 
’ 9% has been searched by the British patrols, and, if a~%s are found, they 

are taken awn.y e The usual. patten -is that the convoy ste,,rts, “lt is I 
accosted by a British patrol, it is searched., arms are taken &way) and then 

it proceeds along the yoad. It -Is attacked by the Arabs e It fights back 

lrith such firearms as are left (1 It beats off the attack, 1% proceeds 

further, again it is accosted b,y a British gczt*~ol, agQ',in wXk3 ~WZ7l8 0233 

taken away, and ao forth. This does not happen in ever:; case but that is 

the general patten of what has been occurri.ng, 

Today9 We have an Intelma corrmunal defence oygunizntion usuallg 

described as the Dgana. It lacks completely the elamenta~ freedom of 

action in order to provide for z*eallly effective defence, 1-t caniot deplo;?; 

it cannot trade openly; it cannot send z-einfoX%emen-ts rrom place to place; 

it cannot take under control. certain parts of the country, ,and plan for 

territorial defence + There is a feeling of frustl%tion, a feeling .of 

intib1lity to do what they would have been able ‘io do if Given the freedom, 

That feeling of frustration Leads to the quest bf rather dangerons outlets 
for the l’ee11ng that accumul’ates 0 It leads to unnecsssax*y retaliation, and 

,to blind acts of revenge, People say9 “Well, what we cannot do by day, let 

us, do under the cover of darkness .‘I . 
The position &I completely ‘abnoxm&L, People keep ‘as1r:l.n~ themselvoa 9 

.: ‘.’ -,_ 
“Mha,~I w-~.l.l. happen a fortnight f’rom now, a u&-&b from tio~, two months PxD~. ,I” ‘. 

I noyr! if the position becomes aggravated in the event that the British forces 1’ ;. ., 
are, evacuated? Are we going !o bi ready for the dsy? Wi11 we be i:iven a ‘,;.!*.:;r’ J , ,i 
chance to,.be’ ready for the gay in the measure we can be?“” .‘I’,’ ‘. 

Nowp,’ .t$is brings me to the questJon of tlie.reg)onsibi.lity‘ for ?;he 
.,’ 

,, ‘; I’ ,y: : 
metintenance of Law and oyde.z- And .the 

the c&ning months 
.1 pro,tection of life’ and properti in 

,, ,*. *his is ,’ tlhe quebtion IYI-$$I is ypp?.most ‘in our 

peopi9 8 minds p 8:’ OUT people’ &$,r. ‘that”‘two ‘:,,:,,,a’,:; ! 
byo&h4dcas a &Ltition. to the’ prob&$, 

idea,s,, ,:en~1’al.$ h{,e been .’ I,. : ,.,, 

; ‘. ,.,I,,. These ikeas a& ‘not’ Futl.(aliy exclusivea 

01;e Is the idea oi ai; intem&ti.onai .fo&e, 
./, ‘“8, .: ., 

and ,I;& other is ‘&e idea of a ,, .A , ‘,,!‘., 
militias, ’ 

:‘,. .‘I/ 
Wi’Lh Teaa& to %k;e idea of & militiaY” <:t; is more tha.l $1-1 idea,, : ,, ” _: ,_ ,, .I’.. ; : ,, (,,, .:: _ . 

/Ti-%ie is , ’ i,” ,, 



no c!ifXW X&ilOlht~Oil 011 ii b :’ .’ , *,.; ., ;. ,I L’ 

1 ~ovj.& ~uri,,y@. the feeling .of our people and the F,t,titude :vf the .’ : <, 
Jewish Agency, for Pales.iine brief3.y by saying that we genera,lly. SqeardI, ;, 

:I’ ; 
..’ 

the esta~ljls~ent of $11 inte,mat,ional force as being, most essen$ial,, most 

,‘,‘,,‘. 1 

.’ ‘,, 
necessary, and most em,inent&y @sirabl@~. It ie ,not for us, need&ess ,to, gay! ,.- 
to hri~g, ahout thk’ formation of such a’ force.. It i.s not even for us to say ,/’ 
lrhether it .is in(ermationally prac$icable or not, In this regard, we must 

defev to the judanent did action of the competen! organs of the United I\Tr;l:Lior+t. 
.' 

4 2'. 
All I think thq Colllmlssion should know ,is that z1o.t only do we not reject, ,tha’G ., 
possibility but we d&%nitely take tt into account in OUT thinkine . I 
and consider 1.4 .inost eminently desirable. , We should be most happy to, co-opc&ati 

with trhatev,e+r intel-national force might Be, fomned. S say “co-opegte” with . 
it because, in no’ circumstance <do we envisaGe a pos,i.tion whel*e we would not 

he called upon to play a par( in, the protection of our own lives and OLI:P own 
possessions in our own territoq, i{e may share the burden with an internatPona3 ,, ,“j 
force but we ~r,ouILd not expect people to voll$teer OT to be cpnscripted 
in other parts of the world to stalzd be,tween us and danger. We woul.cl prefer 
to stand shouldolr td shoulder,with them, and even to be first in facing the 

danger a@ hqve them more in the rear behind us as reinforcements in case of 

nead e 

Even if there ii an international force, we shall still require cer-t;ain /. 
measures of nssistanc,e to, be a.b:Le to discharge, 0~x9 responsibility; much more 

., 
)S ,’ ,, / 

if there is no international force. 
4, 

If t$e,,Un-lted Nations finds that this is .I 
impracticable,,, we shall not retreat from the re~ipor~sjkiliky ~&ioh t,hi 

. . 
.I ,. _,., ., i 

adopt.ion of th& resolution entails fyr. us O We shall be prepared to accept 
1 

I. ,, 
, the fL1.d measure of the responiibflity w&i.& would then pylesumably devolve 

, ,,‘I 

, 
Upon UR alqne. ~~owa~~,~r, then, our claim, f?r ‘assistance will be more insist&t B 

‘. ” 
.,‘. : _,‘,, 

[ihe &ld knows. gen&.-alry tpat Jkws ’ :Ln Palestine, are amned I Those ii”o .- 1 1,. ,, ‘. ,. 
are far aw_ay Srom ths, ‘sce&’ are prone td exa@gel*ate things, 

: ,‘,, ,, 
and that is’ ‘! ’ ‘,.a . ..’ i 

quite’ natural. Even &rtain people nearer ,I;0 us cxa~&rate the ‘actuai’ sG,te” 
I ‘, r, 

’ . t, ” .’ ” ,,. , 
of OUT amed strength. ,, NOW, I rrou!L$ nd’t say, t?at we’ ‘have ‘a)solut&~ !~\Gl.ii~~ ” 

:, ,, ,I(’ 
with which to defer&d our-se,lvOs,’ bii we b9 no means have enough, ’ Ev$ in ” ::.,, : ‘, 
rward to the kind of am& %‘hat we do p~psesp,, there are insufficietit ” “’ ._ : : ‘, ‘. 
quantities~ of them, ,The;re a?.-@ l&&s ,oT arms whiclz we feel, we must have 

;. I .‘,’ 
:,: r ,’ ,; ;.:,, I, ,‘, 

in order to be ‘able to-“-c* ‘faoe &&tins% the dangers t,pat are.:~hreateninl:,.:,:,, 
,,, ,(. ““:; 

/I , / 
arms of which. we havB -&&tic&&r nothing, 0, quite &sol&&g ,,yothine. 

i., ‘, ‘, 

‘@odayi a l&ge park o%“6&‘&4~ood is alr&.y eigaked In daiitp-dag . ,, ,,, 
,’ : ,: ,,a.,’ ‘:’ .’ ‘: : ‘. .* 

; .~ ,(.,, 1 .,, ., ,.’ 
defence duties O ‘If’% $$o&$ ‘ihli’t-ia ‘is t;>“bi fo-rmed, i’t has &’ $<‘$,F?perJ.y 
trainad, it h& tb :~@~!-p&$&&$ <iufpped, ‘it has to be put into uniform,: ” 

.‘: ., ,I.’ ..:, .’ .’ 

Ve .Iave no’ ‘uni~foi.$& at all today, 
/?wTrY?~J~ 
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&lx. SmIiTOK (Jetrish Agency for Palestine): Bot necessarily, no; 
no-thing distinctive at all. The question of badges could be solved quite 

easily but the question of proper uniforms an.4 goneraJ. equipment is a more 

dj.ffi.~ult grobLem. r 

IJe ITOU%~ then have to mobilize a large number of people, not to clo 

day--to-?tay defence duties but to be trained as the members of the future 

mil.itia * Plxis would entail. a heavy burden on our manpower (I 'We would be 

j?!?repared to cope with that additional uaJ.L on our manpower but what WC 

would definTtt9.y then requ.ire -c.rould. bo assistance in terms of equipment 
and fUK&3 j financial. assistance. !iIo&y, the Jewish community and Zionist 

funds are already hearing an increased cost of security. For that, WC 
do not ask for any contribrztlon. But in order to build up a militia and 
put it properly on its feet, ,>rF cons;ider that we are sntitled to Some 

assi.stmce during the tranqitional period to tide IIS over it, If we 
enViSagfe th.e state of things in the future Trhen the Jewish State j.s 

a goin@; concern and it has its militia, its armed force, quite naturally 

the State will have to cover the budGet of that militia without resorting 

to any outside help. Blot the trouble is that we have to be ready for the 

day and we have to make our preparations during a period Vixen the sources 

of govermental revenue in Palestine are not at our clis~oanl. Today, we 

continue to pay taices to the United K:ingclom administration, direct ;-tnd 

indirect e The taxes do not go :i.nto our till, They go into ,the ti.12 of 

the goverment y IJe shall be e;rtromoly hard pu4; to finance Prom our own 

funds obtained by volktary contributions what is essentially a state 

.function - the preparation of its armed forces,. Tbercfore > for that 

specific purpose, i<e believe that we tire onti.tlod to financial assistance n 

It may be a grant, it may be a loan to be repaid by the Jewish State. lie 

wo,uld very much appreciate a zrecommendation to that effect ‘by this Commission. 

Now, the. other question which r&l-L arise xLll be military advice a 
Althou.& we have -in our midst people Edith good fi.ghting e~~~eriencc both of : . . 
gueril$a yarfarc in Pales-Line and of seguLar fighting in the last ear, 

people wQ0. we.xe, sol@iers, NC0 ) s ,and officers of $1~ Jewish ikigado, yeople 

who salr,.@rvice in oth.er u,nits of the British army on &amEI, on se8 and 

in the air; and also p~&XLe~ who, while residents of PaJestine, saw service I. 
‘with other arm:ies, people Ttho fought with the Ameri,cans, the French xnd 

/G.th the Czechs 
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militau;y’ talent if t,riz want ou&:defefices to ,be**z?eably .p,u& @z a proper ,basi.b;, 

and th& que&tion of” competent military advice .:tril8 certainly. arioe + ! :, 
Then, there is thB quea”cion’ of equipment, .‘I The ., f oroe8. that we : are,, ,,;, 

up against, and to whic!h I shall yet have. to refer before I close, have.. 

State xm,&nery to hiel& them: For ‘the Pcime‘ being,. I am taking it ats proved 
that the machinery of the Arizb, States ‘in the neighbourhoad of Palestine’ i.s, 

there to’ help not. those. in Palestine who are ready to acquiesce: and , , , : :I 
eventually to co-dpe$ate ‘With this bobution, but to help, in the .fia*st 

insttiticej those ifho are out to ‘d&fy ii; by foroe of ‘arms. ‘They. can buy anm,~ 

in the markets of the -Trorld’, ‘Certain governments appear to be ‘+inde.r a 
contradtual obligati’on to continue ~deliveri’ng axms to these Ayab’ States, 

, / 
and deliveribs’ are t&in@, plade . ” These Aixb States cm easily devote a 
part of their arms to he& the gu&illa$ in P&&ine, ., 

We have no eudh facilities~’ Wk bolie’ve that this ‘&nor&l E;tate of 
affairs calls for a cil&xr Umit&i Nations poliby. We must leave it td the’ 
Commission to judge the appro&iatene 8s of- it, and also the methbd by 

, 
which this might be secufed. !iZ do ,hat know whether’ the Security~Counci.1 
mgilt not to’ lx3 on ,.. 

The policy which we ‘think is the only right ‘one in the circumst&ces 

is that it’ should in fact be i&umbent upon gdvernments who are in a position 

to deliver arms, to’ help the deliveries of arms to that party or those 

parties’ready to co-operate with-the Unit6d’Nations.i.n the implementation of 

the& decision, and;“bec%use of that, are’ exposed to danger. ConveJPsely, 
arms shouiil be &ithheld ?‘ram those &it tci defy the United Nations decision’; 

‘., 
I would be realistic e&$&h to ‘add thatr’ do not think that even sucb’a ., , : 
decision firmly ad&?ted’ &x3 &l?;Lly aitilikd ~ould”complete2y solve, ‘the issue 

because’ t&tie a&e &e$ things as’ oont&,ba&.d arms ; ‘....I ., Howdverj ‘;it’ would goa,:, ; 
..‘, 

long i&y tottird” alleviating the position e On the af$‘imative side; ;’ E MxXLd 
not rkstri’ct this policy as”re@&d$ d&Iivery of arms to the Yewi.alone. If, 

tomorr&, an Arab grou]p <ere fotied’ fn P&lestine tieadp to play its pa;rS,:ih 

the im$Lementation of ‘thik’ decision and:entsrtained~o~ alleged fears~ of x’ I 
Jewish aggression, ‘l&g’& ‘bay that” that group t& &x~LLd~:be entitled to, be ,I 
heLped to fox&‘itt;s”mQ’~tia in x&actly th& ~&ame”ma’r~~r .a8 ‘:&he ‘Jewish ‘side,, : ~ ,. 

/comprehensive, 



corn~u:eh~‘nsiiv~,-,‘,,b~~i; -i@ .yhqul,@ .& ,qneth~ng that wo~~Id, -,in. the firsf insbnce, 

embEe.. us W:gek~ $ !~~~~tle,~mo~e~.bs~l~? . than v~.. are now ge,t-tinlr, , Actually, we 

get nothing: today by ,VW log .pxepa_~;atLo.g,-: : : . ., . ,_ : ., 

: ,4n rega;rd,,--~o.~“chi,s,: #of coug,se., ++~-e~ ,iq::gr?at ngrvousness in Palestine 
because ; people bfeel l&al; ;,.t,Jme i s # the .utmost ~SEJWXX. They l.inotr the 

calckar Gkq$ed by,~he~Unitq~,r\Ss~iQ~~, and they know that the days are I 

ndx3r~tt. >-If thoy~nre. $0, !be ready to; assume complete military, responsibility 

by a cestain. date,., they proceed to, figure out how .much sooner. ,,t,hey ,m+st 

start’ ce-king ready ,cor it e 1-E they do not, see any$hing .ye,t happening to 

help them. to be ready, naturally.,they become very nervous and appr.ehensive . 

Flowkver , tmderlying all this, there is a Eee.ling; of deep-seated confidence 

in our people- in their. ultimate future o They have, dug themselves in in .>’ I 
Palestine, ThGy, $mve+ stmdc very dee:? roots in Pidestine, and they are 

determined to defend to the utmost the parts of the territory now a,ssigned to 

them. I ,: I’ 
., Vhile plans of defence.- are. going on, -at the same time, @XX are going 

on to stren;lSthen our position in the ~olonization sense. ,Thcre are axealy;. . 
,>rherc .the network of our settlements is not a B Lc.l.ose, as ‘rfe would wish it ,, 
to be. .There are plans now going ahead to make it closer r I IznoTJ there 

are plans to put up quite a nl3~bcr of new settlements, for instance, in 

the Begeb, in order to ma!;e,,our network closer and in order to px,ovide for 
,, 

better’ protection of the settlements and of the pipeline tJhich tre have laid 

there e The same is true of other parts, of the countsy , 
The people aye also ready Por sacrific.o? excqt that they feel it is 

not quite fair to expect them to put up !Jitb an undue ,burden of sacrifice, 

t?i,th an undue number of casualties. They feel in them the capacity to 

organise their defence rnllch more rationally and the capacity to use preventior, 
in many cases where the cure ,is a little too painful; and to be much, stronger, 

and thus, instil1 greater respect in their neiGhbourhood, 

As I have said, for the time .being, the large mass of the Axab population. 

is ,e::tremely averse to becoming implicated in this ~traub1.e o Thexe have bken .,“I 
somq~,very Sierce attack, e but they have not ‘been as widespread as on pSt 

occasions; : of, the ,,300 settlements in &$,estine today, 1 do not think more ,’ .; .:.t 
than ,?;cpz,oc ,tplve h+vp so far been attaoked. The large bulk o:f, our I 

settlements, ;have so far not suf~ergd any attack, and there have been ,’ I 
pro@g,tat@ns,..of fxiends,hip, on the naxt of,,, their iknedi&e ‘neighb$Ws a1 ,, 

: .’ .( CI@/R~,:, ln ,!rhat part of. the. country are these* ten settlements which 3 ., I I.,, 
have been. .a;l;%ncl@.,? $xe they dispersed:! : , , . . (3 .’ 

r\!r .: ,,EjlIj3RTOIC~ (Jewish Agency: .:Pox Palestine) : PO& p but they ’ are laWelY I_. .; 
concentrated ,in the,, e::tremities mor,e than in $he central. part . Pexhaps -~hexe I. ,I 
are fruit:, gr five in,$he south,’ three or ‘four in the ‘nortIi and only %WO 03~ 

3 

three in the &&r&part, 
/BePore I leave 
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” ‘, &acx& i lee&e the Eiecilrity: tC3pic, f, musti say, a: few VOT~G aba@ what e 

~~e,lhe:&~~.&s goj.ng on j.h .‘the neighbo;ur$ng GOh&?.?$C?& ..‘%his is ,ground ,~n Which 

one must tread very waril.y particularly in’m;li pobftion a&’ a ,Yeprgsentative 

of the Jewish Rgency for Pa3.&tinc3’ V. 1 camel:,lay claim to knowledge oP all 

the secrets that majr be in”ceresting iti that ,reg&rd. , One thing 3s Clear. 

In one fbrm or ‘another, the govonlments’ of the n&l’ghbouring ,statBs are 1 

implicated in direct military prepq&atian+ fo’r tictibn in FaLet3%ine against 

UEI anfi against the decision of the United Rations,’ I say “in one form or ’ 

another” ;’ By that, ‘I iptend to &x$i.ude the eventuality of direct military 

aggression on the parti of sotie of these:gov&ments, I would’ not exclude : 

it’ on the p&t ‘6f al.1. Howe&, in till these governments, funds are being 
/ 

voted, arms EC& being assj.gned, and recruiting of voluntcerc ia in progress 

with the direct s$tnctioti-of ‘the government c&c&Wed. This incursion from 

Syria * of which there were rum&rs trhiie j: tras in’ Palestine and for which 

our people were op the ml-vive all the time, trhich acttLl.ly happened, 

assttmed smaller dimentiidnti in effect thati rumoured? According to th,e renorts 

that- tre had, this in&rsion was iM.$%ded~as ~2 ballon dlessQ to try out .the 
Uni&ed Nations to see how it ‘~otild &CL, to ‘se-5 -whether it ~ou.2d. take’ this 

< 
ilXX!X’sion seriouhly or tytiether ‘it WH,LL& minimize iiS importance, or sir@.y 

show re:!.uctance t6 enball;&’ iiz a conflict lriih the established governments e 

Z’O Ilsp th& is a very serious situation trhich we believe calls for some 

react ion, some proper, effective and authoritative Teaction; I need not 

Offer advice as to holr that reaction should be secured, bl!t it see?is to Us 

that if the Secu.ri%y C.!buncil could b& brought- into operation, it would 

ac%nin:ister a”very salutary check to certain ~dv~n”r;urous trends 17hich are ;, ‘-.,, 
operat:lng, and a@nst; lrhich there is no’ lack of wiser co~~S!.s &. It would ;. 

‘E& st&&$hhe&~ .wiser councils arad. weakezing thos& out for trouble. It ‘. ,., .’ 
~cdd be a great se&ce9’ I anl sure, done noi drily to us bdt also. to the 

“$ab States in the’ long run 4.f a ‘~&per rqaz%G.ng could be adXnis%ered in : 1’ 
"time2 &d if it cog& be erfectively backed up. 

‘:, 
Now, with all its paramount iYapo&ance, ‘the ‘~ec~.t;:!.~y problem is not ‘the 

only one that agitatei the mitidti of ow people, \Jha-t ie er~qKLy 2mportczn-l; ta 

them is the whole future of the schkr& with regard to the transf.ea: df 
‘h.,’ 

authority and the ef:kzt,ive estatilishment ‘of ,-the .&ate; in p’ax%icular,. with 

?Xzard to future J&i& immigration I ‘z’ am sttre that even such brief ‘$tt!dy 

as the members of <&& ~&~~~lission have betin able t6 devbto ,,%o OUT’: :?roblem 

has already convi&ed t&em iha& immi&ra.tion is the crux CX~ the whole probLemi 

It has been the crux of it for years iast,; a&l .it has been.behind every 

political crisis ?~at we’ h&3 to go thiomgh. Actual1y;‘i.t is -erhq@ the 
immi@?ation crisi.(;nb?& than an$‘otheti’ aSp&ct of OUT problem %liat.!has forced 

.I 3 
/jhe sl~bif3Y*iS$idn~ ' 

,, 



i %he rj~brnl.@&xt ;a% ht. $o $8~ .~$$:$xI tiatibns d ~;ltmm~,~r~,t~$~n has been the chief 

‘, tagdc of,, every ~nydxl.gation~,, $~&a$ ,&~ij: bean ygq+$ea put d The problem Came to 

. a heah on the one htgd .,i+$y$l $hq, 3%.K+ .$Qat $n .l@$gr t&.? Un;ltcd JCJ-nf$om 

Cdoveynment adoptal an extr~r&.y .res%~iet$ve poIl&y $3 regard Co, immiga*ation, 

which pc&ic~, ,-in eflcct though not, quite in fomnp it is pursuing. today by 

allowing QOO peop2.e to fpdxr Palegtipe~ each mogth; cm ;the . othox bandj by ..I_ 
~.~.nprecedented aggravati.op ,af the need foa” immigralion to Palestine from *‘ 
Europe as a result of the war and, its, .aFtex~~~th, S neef3 not go Sntp 5.1” in i 
any detail, 2he cU,spa$,ty betveen *the need, and the opportunity has produced .’ 
the crisis. l?t is that; ~dSspwi,ty that lms p%uuged people in Euroge into 

despair and has led them to take desperate. means Sn o~dor to try to effect 

an entry Srqto @3&stSne. 1°C has led, to the ntovemant of the so-called 

ille& or unauthorized immigration0 Scores of boats have ~u-itil nc?w crossed 

the ~leditcrranean, mostly in the vain attempt to ~733~13 the shores of 

?alcstine, mostly,d%varted f”rom,the shores of,P~lestine to Cypru~,~ %nd, 

on one occasion eycg back to f3mimny, As the result of this, Were are 

32,000 people waiting in Cy-gx~ now; as a result of thig 9 hods axe stiJ.L 

cro’ssbg the sea X>~T~Y or rr~ay be crossing nny,day, 

There Ss a ve,ry clear rec,omnenclatAon in this regard, My people have 

aske,d me how is it that the recommendatjon of UJIJSCOP with regard to 6,250 

persons in. connection tri.tk~ imrnigrntion has not come in for any reference 

in the resolution ,of the Genera1 Assembly, T had to exgLain to them that if 

that resoluti.on had been endorsed, the question wou3.d have arisen as to 

whether the United Kin:;dom Government 1rouI.d have been ready to im@.ernent it i 

It TEIAP thought by the Sub-Committee that it wouLd be better not to chaqe the 

United Kingdom Government trith implemq&in~ something Mxich it 1701.il.8. probably 

refu:;e to do, but to open the way $or the .SeTIs thel,melvea to be respons2bJ.e 

for their, own imnmigration~ As a result of, this, instead of reiterating the 

recommenc@tion of WXOP T*yith regard to the ~immigra’tion of 6,250 people a 
montk !, what the General Asseinbly decided on was t,o recommend that by 

1 3’e’?~a~y, a port stqtl.d be freed to enable immigxtticn of substantial 
dinlen.s .i%ls . I hope J a,‘!~ not ~nj.aquotxi,~g the reso+utiqm. ?%a xords aye 

I’ substantially .thcre,. smgd the date of, .I February. is there e /. 
: FW3pb? said to me, “Pus ., but t~?~~t.~,i.s L Pebrua~y?~ lJHSCO? prom:ised us 

. the &-at a$ tkp itig~at,s,~n PPXTY I. September l.” “Wel,l., ‘I. S said, , 3, ? ” i?. LlJis 

r~commendatia~, is i~@mented, we. shall ,perha$s~ ,be ab3to to m&e up for, lost ,. )I( 1’ 
j&e .,‘I ~Q,$+. ve are faced, t+$h the ,. I .’ tmtmlative,pre~,~yre for the need for ,, 
h~j.gr@$o~~: f&&.ities to PaLestir@ @-+ch .come from four dWiYe.rent territorial A. ‘. ., 
Cplqr+?S. e’ Firqt .o$ a&Z, ,-t;be.ye . is Cyprus 6 Tmt is neazrest to ly+l.estine and ,‘. /. I .,’ 

., ,, .“c%? I?eop$e ,aT;e not. the,x@ to,,: stay #, There $4 no guestt;icm of their bein{: absox’bc 

/in Cyprus’. 
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'The fourth' cont~@enrt.i8, the ,or~erz~a2~~~e~~sh.commuurit~es, many,of which 

have%Xirays lived in Q state of poverty.,- :most of Whom h&ve always been 

treated as second-i%te and third-rate,.cktizens, .and.against whom tre vo~y 

seriously fear the hatred of the ArabZ.may -nbw be,vented on account~qf the 

part'ifiolll.'& Pal33stin&.: W&$X-~ ve$y s..nxious to gave as many of them as 

possible in'time;,'fbr their olti.sak& and for the s&c of Pales:t;2ne,~~by 

b&k@$j 'them to Palestine; .a 

tiI this depends on whether the very clear.rccommendation of the * 
United~NatJons will be implamented.. If it is implemented.,. if there is a 

certainty of im$l.,emerrting it, then people can trait and me are strengthened 

in our efforts $.n advi.sLng and counsel%%ng people 110-t; to take 'the Iaw.into 

their own hands, not to ~ta.rt on th$s haznrdous~ voyage, .b~t to wait for? 

l3ze:i.r turn and then ctomc in properly and l.egltlmatcXy, ,If.we have no such 

certainty, if we,meroly give-very vague promises with,.regard to the indefinite 

fut~~rc, then the ef'fectiveness of' our- x.rarning;s and of 0uT admonitions must 

be very he&ily discounted. I ,m pt&ting the position before you exactly as 

it is. 

The country is very tensely a~~iting~whatwill happen on the first 

of Fcbrumy. The country, Jews and Arabs alike, rogajcd'this as a crucial 
,', -&St * It so happens that this is the fir&date; there .is a series of dates. 

ThBr'c is &date of 1 February; there is a date of I.5 May now operating; 

them is a date of I, August, and I think %h~e is a date of 1 October. J 

believe.1 have mentioned all the dates, It just so happens that the 

imm%gratSon date,is the earliest of tha'dates. Thk3lWfOr~ , not merely on, 

account of immigration, which is a boning 2ssue 1n itself, but because that 

is the first date it has particular imporDulce, cruciC.l importance, critical 

importxwo attached to it. It will either be honoured or it will not. Both 

the dews and the Arabs Worn conxrcrsc points of view will rc&ard this as a 

test of the seriousness of the:United.~'N~tlons.deoision, as an earnest c 

indication CC good faith; ~hother it w'i1.L be implemented or n.ot, A great 

doal Gill. dcpiznd on.that. 

I shol;lPd~say thero~~rj.21 'be:a direct nexus, for instance, bettreen 

undesirable Forms of Jeltish retaliation and immigmtion. If there is 
immigration. people:~ wKLZ say: "Yall, we have achiefrcd ~something; now wz can 
take many blows ca3mJy,without rcskting. Pf'this ik ,not "to c&e tTe knave 

bcen,left, in~Qi&lurch &nd'let daTm by Ohe Unitod'Nations~, '.Therefore, let us 
take the Jaw into our hands." With regard to the '.Ar&s It will~al.so have a 
profound psychological effect as to the sc&ousncss of the decision and as 

to the futility of trying to oppose it by force 33 this is done. If it is 

/not done, 



that we are entirely at the disposal of the Commis’sion for any information 

it wRnts’iis til supply:’ ie shj’il cb;i$iil.;r seek an early ‘opport;~~L!ty . ” 
of p~eschting perhqx 8, more ~‘coh&ent &d also a’ more forntil sum&G~~ of \’ ’ I. * 
oGr proposals and roguests of you.‘: ” “‘I: ‘, , .’ “,.‘, 
3, : ,I .:.L ‘..,, 

‘I should. like to clo& ‘-$.th ‘a !rcfaience to ,ono ,nspcct of the’ problcrri 
’ .:,;i’.‘:.* 

of ‘“cho ‘pro’sentation oT’ our ‘case to ‘you’ in ‘the coming days or, weeks’, I . 
k&,d n0.t &$ that” it’ ‘i 6 ” ” ” * ” izd+ we who are ‘hijfding you here, ‘IJe wmlid he 
: :,,, . s. 
ready to make cur representations to y’ou wherever you Vauld wish, ,and we 

‘mould bo more thali,happy’ to do abY% to -do so. in Jcrusalcm or wherever else 

in Palestine you &y deaido. ‘We ~aslc’your. earliest possible ‘arrival in : 
Palestine in order to see what is going on and to get the feel of th&s 

in or&x to get ad$.Mdd’%o ‘the situatiOn ,and. in order to take in ha&d the 

practical preparation which is most essential $0 us ,, For instance, 
I.! 

it is 
” m&t, ossentlal concerning. the qucation’ of a niilitia ,’ Peyhaps ‘a few military 

advibers in wh.om you ~otrld place confidence ‘should go ‘out and see .on the 

spot ‘what i,s necessary. WC would ,-be ready to ait down with your mtlitary 
advisers’ and discuss the problem 0% a mi1.iti.a. To us this is -most vital-, 
considerir&thet no ‘time. should be lost, that it should not be too late, 

” tihat =W should not be uripreparod for every contingrjncy as it arises. 
.’ 

8 
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But assuming that discussions \ill’%avo to take place, whether here 

.‘or iii Palestitio, there .xLs’ of course the #‘m&t vital problem of the ideas 

that will ba brou$it before you by the representatives. of the Unitcd.,K;ln&lom 

Govermc~ht as the mandatory, Ye’ are not ‘o-f;fidially in direct contact ‘with 1. I 
them,’ &&vre”u.nde~stood from them.‘-that they prefer to ,be. in dir&t ’ 
contact lrith the Commission and for 11s to be in direct contact wi,th”the 

Commissfonrathor ‘than’ that we should’comp i&diroct contact ~i’th : 
: Q 

them q 
‘.:, ,. ,,, ‘: ” 

,. ,‘,,’ 

Now it Gould be: ,mos%. impartant for us to knot-r what their’ propaW~ ’ . , 
are. Ibe consider ‘ourselves &titled ‘to knoti $aC their &~&&2.s arc 1 ,, 
in order to ~&OTT trha$ %s’.in store f&+‘us and ihat difficulties, 

/ 
and, let .’ 

_. ‘. 
0’ ’ ;’ . , I  

,  ‘_ I .  
.< ‘.‘.: 

.’ 
:  :  



We saw in the press that ‘in appearing .yenterday Six Klexandcr Cadogan, 

POX whom personally I have the ‘do&pest respectl made it‘ clear ‘that he 

Would have to stipulate that certain things he stated to you would 

xcniaid seeret. .% qtite ‘eppxcciate that point of view aazd I have 

nothing in principle to say agains.t it, except thatcwe do not 

think that these things which must ‘00 kept’ secret in the interest 

of ‘Eho public will, :in the interest of policy, that they need 

necessarily be ‘kept secret fxam us. We do not think they should be 

kept secret from us because they most vitally and directly affect the 

well--being and the very life of our people and our whole future in 

Palestine i We ma;y h&e to say, something about those m%tters. 1 We may 

be in a position to help, We may find it necess;ary to Vaxn against, 

certain things. 
It is up to the’ Commission, of course, to decide ultimately what, is 

to be secreti. All we can do is to pladge full con-rpliance with the 

directives of the Commission in that regctrd, and to observe the strictest 

sccWxy in regard to certain prov.1. ‘sions if the Commission finds that 

they must be kept secret or if that would be the absolute condit:Lon 

of the ,British Government. 
After .ajl;‘we otirselves one day may have to say somothi.ng which 

we regaxd as secret, and may have to ask you to keep it Secret for OUT 

sake . We do not dispute in the least the right of the British Govarm~n’~ 

to ,ask that certain things be kept secret a What we do dispute is the 

right to withhold that itioxmation from the party most vitally and di.rQCt~Y 

concerned in these negotiations. 

I do not, myself9 regard anything that ‘I have said here to you as 

.bcing secret. We have no desire or’dntexost to rush it Co publicity, 

but on the ‘other hand we do not mind your making arrangements for 

informing the ‘press of the gist of my submissions to you today. If. 

the need should arise Ear withholding something fror~i the press in 

OUT hmble opinion, T-X.? shall say so. If ‘any communi clue is given, to 

the press, ‘I should then permit myself to sugges$ ‘chnL my reference 

to the Ax6.b side of’ the problem should be not too detailed and should 

be rather goneral in order not ITI arouse unnecessary hostile .1 

reactions. 
In general 3 hGve made a clea.n breast oi’ trhhnt I had to say, 

and I th;luilr: you, Nx. Chairman; for ‘the time given me.. If the 
Secreta&,% ‘finds it ne&ssary to i s sue some communique to the press, 

we would not 0’0 ject, 

/ml-m&MN : 



C&&IxaN.:,’ ‘Ori bc~&ff? ,of:.t;bg..C,~~~~S~~~Olr: ~++3h;~~~i;Q~, :thF# b’&‘. . ShW$Ol,~ 
., . .“; ,i; 

for hi-s ~~vci~"g .iialbab~e .~~~on~a"c~:o12,t~:~;ln,ce~n&n@,,.~he .v~~~~~~~.,,q~,.~~:~~~ri~~~!: ., I, ,,. 
community in the. present :*situa:t.i,k-x3;~%n ,Palas;t;,ine~ :; ,,; ,,,!:, Ij , ,, , I ,',",~,, ::,j :r;;; 

Before',.~o~n~"'fu~t~e,r~. mdy~:I be. amg"mI.a$:~n umqg I&&,~~~,,~$pP, 
. . . 

to take slight e:<ception’;ko trhat .:WRS i.a@yanced by. I!+@: ,_. ,,_, :,, I,, ,, Shertok vhon"he 'stated 

that UT\JSCOP~h&,d promised a :ce~ts%n.system~ of Jewish imrriigratian~~ ,,,.,, v].,, : . 
.,: (,,,.. 

Mr. SEZRTCIS (Jcirish 'Agency ':f.oi* Palegtir$e,) : 3 meant to sayilI,,c!$mrended. ;,, .,, 
c!~I~X%z?;r;r I Of course, UN~COI? .~ould not ,promise, anything. .UWSCOP ,, ,,,: 

formula-ted 'the rocor~~lbh~a,tl.ons;' tb:;the ,Gg&raL Assembly and .tlze C@le~;a&, 1 .' . . . 
Assembly was quite fkee;.to decide itin its own way,. I ,thi@ that ,thF. ,,, 

expxkssion by Mr. Shertok vent'slight2.y beyond ,hi.s, cxm thoughts,.,, I 

14r; S~RTOIS ~(Jewish. Agency for l?al.esti.ne): If I used the trord 

"pnomised" I am sol-x-y. I meant to say "x-ecommendedttp and I thought I ,did / 
say : "recommende'd" , but ,I 'rely .on. the mcmorg~ OI? ,the Cha.i.x*man. y 

CFIAI~RMA3J:: You 'said, "px%mised'~ .: Bavingbeen a member of UNSCOP I am 

a bit sensitive -about these po:ints.~ : ,.i i 

mPekhaps niy '~&llea~ucs wish 'to ask :Mr, Sher~0l.r some questions in direct 

connection with.hiis statement.~ 1 .; ' : I : ,, " 8' 
Mr. MOPGAN (Panama): I should like to asl~,~liir.~ Sheytok if 'he is, :of the 

opini'on~th&t'there is a @eater number'of -t;ro,ops guairding the frontiers 

between the Arab states Lix.Palestinc~or ifthereis a greater number of 

troc$s in the knral~ zones dr populated distriots?,, s ., 
Mr'. SEIElXi?OIT: (Jewish Agency?for Palestine): '1 ,really could not Say* 

',;l' I have, no eftlc~l~nosrled~~e, .of the British military dispositio~s~.t.oday, and 

I am under *he impression that there is a $ronstant shifting and movement 
of' tzoo-ps 3,n~accordance with the changes in the sec,uri.ty situation. 

ilik..'I~C~RN~(Pananla):~ I~,had,been givcn.to ,understand thatin Tel Aviv 

the legal order and the public orden which on one, side rmnqthe juridical 

order..and. on ,the. oChei* side ,it,.refess to actual. force sur,h as the. police, /,' 
et cetera, are in the .hands,,o:f t,he Jew&::, I:p, .tbat, correct? ,, , 

Mr. SKERTOK (Jewis,h :Agency for Palestine).,,. It is corre,ct in,, the ,.. 'I' 
EollolTiilg .ser1se * Internctl. sewu3.ty: in the ?Tel Av:‘Lv, areF1 and “)“:T?!,b, 

.’ 
comp~ikes '%&TO other... towns j adj,oining. To&,. Avir ..w:Lth, the ,,subu~bs, is lloir 

'. 
,.i'<T :,, ,,',,, ,', ,,', .' 

in 3ewish hands,.- .a::B~k it is ,not.,:n. Jewish .hands' in the sense that there ,, .,/' ,'.' ,.,.I ,,, ,: " 
is a Jetrish authority there independent of the British autdori:ty. ' it is 

I il. a, ; :' , :' I 
still under, the .Senoral ~espoqs,i~~iL~ty,~nd the oyders of the central I" .,I' : ,;,_ : ! ; ; ,'I 
British adminis@at~ion,,~ e&?ept~@at ,.only, Jeyisb.,polbce~,,~li.?s, an " . . . . ( .I :. ..:.: , _ , /I ,<.. 
nur:iliary fq,rtp: OT ~~~rcrisln-..g~~~ds.,are now,. pgyided $1 Tel ,Av.iv on local __,,I .I..,, '. ,,' ; :..,y /;:' ,; . . . . 'i' ,'. '. 
security duties. . I I. ',' .I. '.';.; _, ', ', 1. ,) 

*., ' ' ; 1. I 



the British and Arab police have been. withdraxc.’ from that area and 

their place% have been taken by Jewish police posted from other 

districts *” 

CHAI?~‘Il\,N : But it is still the 0rdinaYy Palestinian ;3olice?, 

Mr. SI’IXCTOK (Jewish Ag~rcy for J?alestine) : It is still the 

ordinary police , and they are under the orders of the British. InspectorP 

General’ of Jerusalem. In addition, the Jowish Agency has been given 

permission to recruit a force. of five hundred. man as Zuards to be 

armed w-ith amns to be provided by the. Jewish .flgoncg, for which ams 

the British authority is issuing licenacs now, Ve tried to insist 

that the arms be issued from Britis1i Government armoriesj but IJO 

failed to obtain that, The British said, “As you have arms &X1. 

should provide your 07m arms . ” There tras even an argtmlent - and I 

request that this matter should not be published - about Chether this 

police force should be armed M.th rifles or with Sten guns. 

CI-IAIPW: You are now referri.ne to the supplem,entary police? 

Mr,’ SEERTOII (Jewish Agency for Palestine] : Yes, It so l?XiQelIS 
that we are a little short of rifles, and a rifle is a more effective 

instrument on the highroad. or in %Qe protection of out-lying settlements 

because of its longer range than a Sk31 gun. Me said that as we are 

relatively better supplied with Sten @ns than with rifles may rle not 

use Sten guns fez. stationary ,security duty inside the area where, if 

something hapgens ) it is a street fiE;ht and you have no range for 

firing s;t a great distance, thereby not tyzi.ng up five hundYed precious 

rifles &ich we 17ould have to ririthdraw from outlying settlements. Rut 

they insisted - I do not say because of any vindictiveness; a rifle is 

a’ standard treapon of the :Joli.ce in Palestine - on ow providing rifles, 

and we had to provide rifles . I,le prefer to use S-ten g.uzs for this 

duty because we could put rifles to a bet-i;er use- iq the rural I 

di.sCrlcYts 1; . ” .’ 



Elr ; X’iDImSPIEZ, (D&-&ark).: h’k d&e you’ not short .‘of ,rifldgP 

Mr, SElIU?TOI~ (Jewish Agency for Palestine 1 : I~u~!ed the term 

“short”’ relatively, iJe niay *have ,more rifl& thq SZ;e,n gtins,. but ‘in 
relation to the need for rifles we are less %ell~supplied with rifles 

than with Sten guns, ., 

CrnIRr,UN : If I ,un&rstand you correctly, Z;his suppler~~eatary 

pol.Sce force means in ‘pra;ctice limited recognition, a le~alization 

of Hapgna in this rcstkicted area. .’ ‘. ,’ 

Mr. SEERTOIC. (Jewish Agency for’ Palestine) : Yet, sub ject# to tlro 
l-imitations : within that number and within that area. Defin~.:te~y so’: 

CHAIW: Did thiti passing of the powers, to the Jews in Tel Aviv 

have any other effects, such as 01-L the cystoms control? 

Mr, SEIZRTOIC (Jewish Agency for Palestine) : That is under the 

British administration + Thore~ is no change at all. In no, other 

respect has there been any transfe:r~aE authority. , 

CIXIW~~N : What about the: administration of justice? 

Mr. SFIERTOII (Jewish Agency for.5 Palestine) ; It is definitely .the 

same. Tt may tie a Jewish judge ‘who ,i$. sitting, but he is still a 

Palestinian judge; it may be a Jewish di’strict officer or commissioner 

trho is directly responsible, for the administration of Tel Aviv, but he 

is a BritiSh official, an official of the British administration. 

CrnIRrJIAN : Or of the Palestin.ian a&ninistration? 

Mr. EXERTOK (Jewish Agency for ‘Palestine) : Yes , This cannot 
be regarded as the creation of a nuch.~s of an. independent Jewish 

authority , It is not that. Theoretically, yes, insofar as has been 

the measure with regard to the legalization of Eagana. 

CEIAIkIbQN : ‘And i.t cannot be regarded as a sort of evacuation of 
the British from the area? 

Mr. SJ3ERTOII (Jewish Agency for Palestine) : .Yes, it calI be. 

They have taken out all of the military personnel from the area. 
CEAIRMAN: But’liot th@i.r, regime? 

Mti. S~NTd31 (Jewish Agency for l3,lestin.e) : Yes, it is. still ,. 

their regime, 

CI~IRMAI?: The mandatory’s regime continues $21 force j.11 Te,& ,l;lviv 

and in that area,. 

Mr, SHERTOK (jettish Agency for Palestine) : Precisely. For 

instance, it does not affect the question of immigration, 7%~~ trmsfer 

of internal sec~l.rity in the Tel Aviv area does not mean the freeing of 

the Tel Aviv Port for immigration. Tlley are -two different things, 

/C~IN~I.AN : That is 
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CHAImN: ThaL ii a veky i&&&m.t $Oilli;~, 

Mr b MORGAK (Panama) : I should IWe to ask if there have been many 

difficulties In the functio&ig”& ‘t& oiVfl :&vemnr&nt and its various organs 

fllB’l?aJ.estine * 

Mr, SEERTOK (Jewish Agency for l?al&titine) :’ There have been ve~?y serious 

difficulties for two Teasons tl One iij foy9 purely technicaL securfty reasons 

and the zther, I shotid say, is for piycholo@cal arid organizati’onal reasons B 

I- hope J shall not be ‘accused of an exaggeration, and I speak subject ‘to 

a certain mental reservation because I was there for on3y six days and I cannot 

rely only on my own direct impressions V T must rely on what I heard. from my 

friends and reports that E’,~%ceived n 1 make that rese27vation quite frankly., 

There is a phenomenon of disintegration of authoritya There Is a 

phenometion of internal mozl’deterioration within the ~.nlrs of the 

adm%n%stration 0 Yor instance, if the Chief Secretary assures my colleague 

who represents us in Jerusalem once and twice and, three times that vegy strict 

orilers grill be lssuod not ,t;o ssarch Jewish convoys or Jewish settlements for 

arms ) and if the next thin& that ha,ppens in each case is that -there is SUCK 

a search, then the f’eeling bf my friend. who is the recipient of that 

declaration is not that the Chief Secretaq is guilty of doubledealing. She e 

it is a lady In this c&so - Mrs* Meyerson, honestly believes the Sacretaq,f 

was quite sincere and quite factual, fn his statement that hc had actuall;i/ 

signed that instruction or uaw such an instruction signed by the 

HiGh Commissioner, Yet if such searches continually happen the only 

conclusion to which we are driven is that the Movement 1s una,ble. 

to enforce its authoritiy, and that locally people do what they 1?.ke 

in some respects. 

Cl&IRM.AN: What do you mean by the term “p6opTe” - the military 

units? 

Mr, SBERTOK (Jewish Agency fCir Palesti~) ; The milit:zr;y police, 

CHAIRMAN: Becauie it is even done by the police, 

Mr. SBXBTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestfne) : Yes o On one occasion 
‘_ 

it was very sez+ou6. B.ving received such ark assurance, Mrs, Me;yerson 

happened to go dow,n tovm to Tel Aviv - actually she came down to Tel Aviv to 

me& xm &=m my arrival w and QPI the $ray the convoy in which she vaa fx?aWdlin; ,i * 
was searched ., She askc& the military officer trho &~~‘ied out the search 

under whose authority ho VW acting.: He stated that he tyas’ covered by the ,. 
police s&pant. She asked the sergeant and he said that it was the mZlitnry 

I 
trho decided to search and he V&S simpig’ standing by, She could. not obtain any 

’ clarity, She then Trent back ,to YemoaJem and I do not know what ex@anation WI 
then offered,, She- had no doubt in her mind that the o-sder to which 



21.~ j3etzry cx~133:~ had referred h,@.,,q,~@&&~ /@VW @wed. ,and ?ras mT:~s$ $o,,Fe I. ,., 
executed. a :-: ', ,I .:. : ,l:,,I:: !,.:i z.:,sl;,:: ',.,. .,,,, :I : ( , : , 

.I CIJI?I~N: . 1 think,tbe ,di,f~ic$&, ip,, .Fhg,t ,$he W-i@ Se,c?t,&J if .I..' /.((., /' ,' ,* (' 
au.tllc)rized to give orders only to the police but not to the militar:{, units, 

.l'+k. ~~~R~QK.(Je~~ish Agency .fq Pa$estAne) : The, sta~emC2nt $hat . . ., .̂ 
he had mado ,to, her was that .,it ,JCE! ,n@ee$, ,to, by the, milj.t?qy B,, ii$": _ , ,. ., " .; .',_, ' 
kinow ve$y,,well~3hat,they have the @litaq ,,to deal with in $2a&,estirF,. 

'7 
: :; ,'! 

Mr.'MORGAN (Pana@) : 3 shoul,$ l,ike to agl~ if amoni civil q,grVan$ or .,:: / i I 
.public ~~~~10yees there have been anj s~tyik?s, ana,, ir so, approximute~g“on' what ,I,. ,. 
dates, ., 1 .' , 

Mr, SlXlQ?TOK (Je\rish Agency for &&%~ti.ne): There have been s:rikes, 

though not recentlgp There have been occasion lrhen some people have failed 

to turn up for duty because they thought their lives wwe not, properly proteqtei ,.I ., 
1 do not know if,you wou.3.d call that a s.trike I) Pos't.office employees in qertair ,. .,. 
cases did not report for..dutg becan.s.e they thought they. mould be in danger 

and ,they would, not ,b,e sufficiently protected,. 
If Dr. Morgan refers to strikes in the past, th.t is a different 

story. There have been s.trikes,oP government employees in ,the past 

purely. on economic ~round.s,9 suc?z as ,sCriking for better pe,y or for 

better conditions of work, 

CHRIRMAN: $1 believe Dr. Morgan referred. to employees not 

reporting for duty. I 

Mr. S~lRTOK: (Je&sh Agency for $'alostine):,,,Such case! have been, 

occurring-j, .,. '. '. : 
Mr. MORGQJ (Panamq) : For more or less how long $id this situation 

continue? That is to say that the employees did not turn up to work due 

to the fqct they were afraid? 

Mr. SEIERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): For several days at 1,' 
! 

a stretFh,t at-$. t&en, it vcs remedied. ,, . ,, 

Does ti1i.s apply,,particularl.y to Jerusa&em or does i.<"' 
: 

CHAIRMAN: '. , ,;.. 
apply t,o .!he ,wh& of Palestine? i ., : I .I 

Mr. ~EERTO~C (Je!ri.sh Agency for %les,tine): this q$l.+s tk~ 
,' ':m 

"I '/ 
Jerus,alem, However, I trouJ^d not gtaaytiptes that it did not happen ' ,,I 4,'/< 1,;. 
at various p.laces ,else,qhere.: $ut,,it applies partixularly to Jerusalem. : . , 

There is .a.feel@g among the gopu&atisn of boinh qomple$e3;r"out 
* ,, 2. I.' '.i,:::, .;: 'J::',; 

. : , . ,, ,,' 
of touch w.i'th the govex+nment o.n most ,.impor*txnt i.ss~.les, ,,fqr instance *' . . ,,,,' 
regardii?G the, disposg$ ~7 gove,nxnent; prpp‘erty,: ,,the $:etq of the, government ..i ,. ,'. I ', 
z&hives -1 These aye.yel;~r important dapartmT,?!s,, .n?ecllqgC~,,,to say B ,Take the 

._ . . 

Department of SuuveJT whi.ch.is an: on~.~~u?,,,~re.~s~~r~, of most,,;~,aluable .m+terjal. 
. . . ,., ,.a 

. . ,. _:' 
There is “~?o.,kno~l6d.@.of whqt 5s *go:.ng$ to,,happen tq it, ~wours )?re,'rif'e. 

', 
_ . . ,/' ! 

/ The rumour i 



is a particularly. iinportdtit as&&. oKhe dount3+y, is the only department OP the I, .:. 
go~err&mt akt&te’i in a”be$&k t&ii,g in Tel AViv,” 

I ::.imxXMF;I;: 
3’61: the who2e of’ Pale&&e? 

&. SEER;1’6K (J&rish’&eticy for-Palestine) : Yes * Othem& se ths 

government departments art? situtiked either in Arab totrns or in mixed 

towns, Je&&alem rrrid H&Ta ; But ,h&e 1s’ a cenWa1’ &oveY%Wnt department 

situated in Tel Aviv, The rumour is that on withdrawal this department trill be 
‘, 

transferred ta Rmle e Why &I Rarnie? Is Ramle such a pro@?essive town as to 

be able to take che.rG:e of the +ole archWe depw?lxmnt? That is the YL~DJoUY'; 1 

cannot vouch for its accuracyll, In the abasnce of any clear and official 

information, of coupse tumours spread, 
One of the probJ.emn which i&zests us verys much snd in more 

than one sense is the fate of the equipment bf’%he Palestine police 

and’ the Transjordon ETontier fol'ce * Tlie Falos.tlne .poU.ce 5.3 a trell-squippe~ 

‘. 
force, Jt has over ogle hlxdrod rind I‘ifty armoWed. cars, most of them amned 

with guns 0 This is FX vcry,importjnt asset. T&is is .the c:sset of the 

Palestinian taxpq er; it is the prdperty ‘of the country + 

CHAINtiN: These amouyed cam were not loan&by ,the army, but fire the 

property of the police? , 

Mr. SERTOK (Jelrish Agericy for Balestine) : That is cor3?ect; 

they are the property of’ the police, There are also laqp storm of 

arm$ , ammunition and unifomns, et cetera. WEI hear that ce,ytain things 

be remov&, ard that IThat cannot be removed will. be destroyed, 

Whether ‘It is t’rue or ,tiot we Cl6 not knot?. But we would take a very 

serious view af’ that property being destroped, It, is the property of 

Palestine, 
. ., 

CHAIRMAN: I think that in the p9ali of the GenoraZ Assembly thn.i; is 

jj,Ovii,d for, . 
i+ .“’ ‘I&?. Sl3EYdK (Jelf$.& Agency fbr Palestine) : Yes o It v'Ol.d-d be 

p&q& to say thtt, one half of it should go ‘to the, Jew. and one hq1.f 
‘. 

should ‘go tb -the Arabs, So long ‘as the Arab authority ‘is not. ready to 

&ike $e$'it should b6 stored away sometrheye waiting for' that d.asf. We 

are terribly bad3y in need of armoured ‘cam for aur protection, and 
20’ say khat ‘b%oured ,c&s ~~&L ‘be d.&tyoyed is 9 -as gq fri.end here 

(Mr, Eb’Eln) ,h&s said, ‘Ilike destroying’ f’ood.iin ~a sta$e OF l’+‘@er, ‘, 
. ., ( ‘, I. ’ .-. 

There 3_ril the question ., _,., 



tu+e very fetr .J&ws.,~ and some;~rS~lsh"d~ficers,. ,~y,and.lai;ge iti.s'an~Arab . 
force D ?Je were told by the British Governme& 'in &or&on tHat.~thc intention 
is -to disband this force, liquidate, it iti:f&e pmcess Wthe British withdram 

, 
Naturally British units ~i2l'be'sent elsewhere. ,' Wher& csn~they. send ,the ,, 
Trmsjo&m Prontier~ Force? It will.be.disbanded, , .I ,, _. 

Now two questions arise: What ~$13 happen to the~'equipment of, the ., 
Transjordan Prontler' Porte?. :. s ,' , . 

.CMAIRMAJ!J: ,Is this force recmrSted,ezclusively ;fr& tha,inhabitants of 

Palestine? 
Mr. SmTOR (Jewish Agency for Palestine),; From Palestine and from 

Transjordan too. It is a sort of mixed force. Its maintenance is largely 

a charge on the Palestinian Exchequer. The British E:xcheq.ver pays the 

share of Transjordan, and P&estinc: pays its share. ',, 

' The question of the eguipm~nt of that force interests us from,two points 
of view: affSrmatlvely, whether we shall .be able to make use of, it, and also 

the Arab Government, it if <comes ;,into being; negatively, l!hethar in the 
process of disbandrdent and the process, of,d.isintegration, particularly if 
it Comes very late in the day toward the yery end, a situation,mag not 
arise in which the Arab personnel of the Transjordan D'rontier Borce may not 

decamp with the equipment - with the. rifles and machine-guns, and even 
with the armoured cars, aid turn them against UD and against the United Nation 

Bri.tish trobps' tii.13 not do it, AnyhoTq, they will be e,vucuated. British, 
ewipmentf we dsswrio; i,rill not be there .to,fall into the hands of undesirable 
people. But the Transjondan Prontie,r.Force is a local,force and there the 
danger is very iw,l. , : : 

I should like to say what I ascribe to general disintegration of 
authority i.s"also the fact.that there .:arB' increasing train robberies by 
Arabs, On one occasion there was a train robbery and the official cOmIIIUni.clue 

was careful to point out that troops arrived and. fired .over the heads of the 
marauders. Hero ,they wxw caught redh&decL robbinga train and,~ the.~trOoJ?s 
tml?e considerate efiough to 'fire o'ver their heads, and that was 'published. .aS U. 

deterranti I'assume; to'othera s'a' -&a&hey &y&d know that :bullets IJill f ly 

over theSr heads if they try to‘ rob a:tr&hn; : ,,(" 
There have been c&es.of theft of artidles a$-'&mtinition~ .Im One..CaF@ a 

whole store' ofs'fok hundred rifles with,,~~~unitibn,.'ij$s.'stoLen by Arabs, from a 

British store,, 1~ another case forty cases of ammunition were stolen, whioh 
were intended for Greece, from the harbour of Eaifa, NO?Y I shall be perfects-Y 

/frank; 



%rank;‘~‘T m&“&at l~say -fa I mead m,rei?y iu+&er. ,pf..yhu’l; f say, I do not 

acctise shy B&Lti& ~ffic$~'o~~~de~iber~~t@Ly looking aside hn order to enable 

‘the Ax"abs,to. &t&l, But it .definitely means'to.me thereis a relaxation of 

,&&ral vigilance.atid 'a 5olaxatio~~'of disci.plirLe ,A. people not caring about. 

their 'dutyi people:.being very 1~; It may be human and perhaps itmay be 

~erfectly'esr~licable, They know that they.are nearing the end; they do not 

care any more L If a man has a term of service to run he is anxi~ous ta do 

his duty; he 1 's anxious to be on the good conduct sheet; If he knows Mlat 

he wi~1l'qui.t soonor or later and his, pension rights are @aranteed, he does 

not care. The whole thing deteriorates and that is a ver;y dangerous , I 

situation if it continues e I.‘m swc that an "eye" of the United Nqtions 

on the &pot ~il3. help a lot to prevent tl~a~.de~lloral.:izatio~1. 

'Mr. MORGAN (Panama): I should, like to ask if the ;Telrish Agency has 

taken any'measures td defend the patrimony of the Jewi,sh state. J. W-3.1 .lzO@ 

mention the Arab. state because naturally the Arabs have people who will 
speak for them; '. / 

Mr.' SIJRRZY)EC~(3o~rish Agency for Palestine): tlhat the Jewish Agency iS 

noV trying to do is to defend all ,Jewish towns and settlements. .!Jhe Jewish 

Agency has not assumed and cannot assume rcsponsib.i%ity.for the territorial 

defence in its broadest sense. 
Mr, MORGAN’ (Panama): Then I take it that in such cities where law 

and order are in the ha&s of the Ye-wish. Agency for Palestine there'are no 

drganizations of any kind that have in their care the defence of any such 

goods, material, equipment, armoured cars, et cetera, to which Mr. Shertok 
has referred, 

Mr. SI-JERTQK (Jewish Agency for PaTestino): Certainly not, and actually 

the questiondoes notarise9 The only area Trhere we are respons$ble for 
.the defence of tho,Trhole area is the Tel Aviv-R,amat Gan-Petah Tiqva area. 

I.-b is a la&p Jewi.sh urban area; It .is'smull in area but it is large in 

population. 

! .c' *:.-.<tCEIAIRMA.N: That is only'on'a municipal level? ! 

Mr. EXERzy3K ,(Sewish Agency for Palestine): It is &ocal, yes. There 
,iS n0 such, equipmeazt there, Such equipment is concentrated,,ir~, the centrsl 

StOrea ,at::headyuar"cers 'or.in the police stations up and dopm the country 

whioh:';~~~e.:n,ot~~.ynder our control.. ; 

: ,-Mr I) I~NORGAXT (Panaraa)' : Are, these military moyements or attacks lrhich 
:h~~e~~ieen;~arriecl out, sporadic ordoes Mr,, Shertok feel that they are carried 
out On.plalzried,and"specifio' dates?; . . ,,,. 
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:; lx“ i ,,. . Mr.,.S~RWK (JewlslyAgency~ fdr Palestine): In,!eve~y.~lay poqsible; , 

It is w3thlri the discre.t;l.dn~,&' the lacal~ rtbrnmander. If he..$hiqks $$,ia , 

saker 'to attack a parkl'c~ular' sktt1ertient;than td at%ack a.nother,,,if,he thin&s 

it is better to .concenktk”cr&‘ori convoys~ along the road,. he can do-as. he-l, ,:, 

pleasix q If he',thinks '5.t is betteq to"concentrste on a mixed urban,area 

he' Cain send a few'people~there and collect a'few more from the young,people of 

the toTim and statit trouble:there; ;Ik6 5,dkali.s. to.keep'the country,in a 

state of tmresk in order, first, to get the Arabs accustomed to jt, that 

this 2s the Y'oatl' o~~kLLbur, s’o t&’ speak, paha emmmtge -them -@ ‘@in; 

secondly;. in order %o f2ighten tt;he Jew;' thirdly, in order to exert, pressure 
on the United'Nutions; fourthly, 'in 'order .to drag such elements in the 

Arab League as may not be quite enthusiastic about militsry~intervention into 
it by creating a :sta"de“ b$ aff&.rs ix& fi3~9dim: ." here the Arabs are fighting an1 

being'killed and'you are. not ,coming"to their help; you must come to their 

he4p," by creating' a feeling of noblesse dbli&: .Tkiat,is the purposeof .the __u--."- 
pWx3ent:-&lase of thG ctipajiE;n, . . t'... 

It is, therePow, both organized and sporadic at one and,the same time 

"ik r'e&ids Ghe!actual operatibti8 'that have been curried out. ' 'I * 
"Mr, MbnGAX' (Panama): The resolution of thc.UniCed NatSons,,'dn partition 

ref& to detio&atic' or$anieations :to participate in the govarnmentcounc~il~ 

DO& I!&?. She&ok I$now of: such org8niiati&w, and prhat is 'the. attitude the'y 

have assumed? . s : ! ; 

Mr. SmTOK (Je~rish.Agenoy.'fbr,Ijalestfne): .~ Yherti are quite,8 Qun1be.r of 

democrat&c o~gi3~~i~ations:,wi"cihin the ,Jewish community; .tBa"c is to. say:: 
WganizatiQns :consigting 'of a ,ceitaili..menlbers'hin and cdnduc$ing theiir internal 

affarira.;,dernscjsatlically by electibn, ~~Mo~eovcr', the Jewish comrnunllty as a 

dx4e is democratically organized on a polmqnent::basie,C The organizati~~nis 

reqogri'irsed ei~, Pal,estine law, The&+ .areLeltictitins .held ba@ed on'universal 
'sui%-age, ,.a@ $he$e.:i& :j.&.elected assemblyA trhich resul$s from such elections 

which in its turn elects a national cowlci~;i....Thattj~s:'as "far asthe Pales-t&x 

&ws aye;concg~ne~d, They have their permanently-nuthorized mouthpiece to 

speak for them elected democratically, 

/There is in addition 



There, is iQ. addition and. above that Che Jewi.+ &3n,cy for Palestine j 

which 4s also a, -,delt?dcra~ic~l~y-e.le~ted b,ody but qot by the Jews of Palestine 

.alCae but ,by Sarge ~umbcuzs pf Jew, throu&out. the, world who ad-here to the 
PalestQte idea, :Actu$lly, ..when. ,tha- particular provision to ‘which l4x’ p Morgan 

has just referred wwz u@.e~ discussion,, I,.requested to speak and &a-i;+ that 

In .“che. cpse of the Jews a, more ,qgropriatc formula to our mind would be to 

sa,y that, the provisipql council. of govcrmnant rqoould be appointed by the 
Commission upon the recommendat$,on of the representative Jewish institutions , 

That i8 lto say that we sh.ou3.d ,prefer the representative Jqish, i.nstitutions 

which nqrmally l;hyough the years speak for the Jewish community and the 

.Jcwish interests, to. submit a list of candidates for- the apprc~rzl of this 

body rsther than to have this body engage in negotiations with a hundred 

and one parties and organizations. The number one hundred and one is not a 
Literary exaggeration .% But it was explained to, me at the stage that this 

formula was meant to meet the conditio!ls of both cormnunities, Jewish and 

Arab,, As the Arab community is not clemocraticall~ orgnnizecl in its entirety, 

but has various party organizations, t1~i.g middle Pomuls was adopted and we 

did- &o&press the point, ” 

Mr. l?EDERSPIEL (Denmark) : I should ,like to go back to Edr . Shcrtok’ s 

ansrler to the former question of blr. Morgan. \Jhen you desdr:ibed the 

trouble,-making on the part of certain Arab orgnnizations, I understood that 

this trouble took two f~rrns, first th,e form of direct attacks to create 

confusioil and also, to some extent, provocat:ions I Which is t&e major form 

of that ‘activity? 

,Mr , SEERTOIC (Jewish Agency fbr Palestine) : The direct a-t;tempt to create 

confusion is the main fo-rm. 

Mr, I6’EDERSFIEL (Denmark9 : Is the other incidental or of some magnitude? 

,Mr D SEl3RTOI~ (Jewish Agency for I’alestine) : To judge by the press of 

-t;oday in that .particular spot it is of considerable magnitude #’ It ,is a spot 

where there is a sma1.l. cluster of oni!y Pour young settZemcnts not very strong 

and otherwise isolated.’ If there i s an a.ttack in trl+clz hundreds of Ara’bs 

take part, that is fairly substantial.. Also, in all. centres trouble broke 

out as a result of ,Arab i.nitiati,yre,!;, ,Tcl AvTv, Jaffa,, Jerusalem and Haifa. 

In ihe :cour,s,~ of ,-I+! develypmcnt df ,,the trouble there have, been acts of 

retaliation on the part of the Jews some of which, I should nqt hesitate to 

dcscride’,as: mo’st, unfortunate’ aWmost damaging: ., They in turn may have called. 

forth’~fulgthe‘Y+ ‘acts of retaliation; ,I Up in Ge,li&ee is, a part of the country 

where I should wish any colmnunity in the world to possess such a si;aKLe and 
rcs$oiisible Czlement of settler+ as are Located in that particular corner OP 

Palestine a There has been no provocation, in that,:,part, but. this Tdas a 

dFl.,iberjzt.q at;ack because it was easier to reach them from outside the 

country, namely, from Syria, 



Mr, lY&DI&A (Bdli.vk) :,. Th&& is on$ &atamen:t kf ‘MY, $3he&lt that I 

think recpU%~s’ somk ‘dlarif ikatiox? For the’ r&x.&, name31y,’ the ane ‘referrln’g 
I( , ,, 

to the firs6.&&’ on o& &&end&?‘. Iie’ vexy emphatic$lfy de&La&d tliat if by . . 
1 Februtiry : 6~ ‘fid;$t. h&. not been opc&d for substantial immigYation the J&i.sh 

commun-ity ‘atid ‘eiren the Arab s would ititixpret ‘that as a failure 05 the United 

Nations: arid &a& i;hcy would lose faith in this Orguniz&tion, I think tha-t 
is not quite accurate because thak pdrt of ‘cl-k, x*esok.itioxi ‘is specifica1l.y 

1 ‘: :i,addressed to the mandatory powe’k and it &ales thtit the mandtitory, power 

shall use’ . . , et cetera. T$ thex-e is any blame it should fall. on the 

mandatory r]ower and should ‘not’ involve the prestige 04 thik Commi. ssion ; ” ’ 
< Mr, SFlERTQIC (Jewish Agency for Palos~t~ne) : AU. I can’ say, s9$, ‘is‘, first 

that 1 do hope by 1. Pebruary a .llort is free; jnh secondly,, I do hope that if 

a port is.,not free the blame will not be, L&id at the door of the United 

Nations bLit 6,s you su@cest. That IG my hope, I ,also have my fears. 
CI-JfSImNN: Mr. Shextoli has stated what are the views of the Jews oi 

Palestine, He has not &&ted whhetlk those’ views are correct OT not, ‘but 
that is the faktual situatibn from his poink bf vi’e~. 

I have just been infozrmed that MY. Shertoh has a pressing nppointnlent, 
: 

and I am afraid unSes~s Mr. ‘Pruncisco’s questions u axe irexy br:i.ef we should 
not detain Pk. L3herl;ols any longer. 

Mr . SEERTOI~ (Jewish Agency for Ptilestine): I am terribly SOWy. The 

last thing I shollld wish is to appear disrespectful. I was under the 

im-ression that 1 would only in&e a statement at this meeting, and I nlus’b 

fly to Washington in about half an hour from qow. If X could be e’xcused at 

: ,this time and r&‘~urn any &$“y that I- may be wtinted I s&all be only too happy 
to do so, 

ClxKrm.mIIN : 14x. Shertok will non be excused, and $he questioning wiLZ be 
resumed’ at n Inter date at ,which time Mr. Francisco CBQ present his questions 

Fdx . Sl!llXRTOII (Jewish Agency fox Palestine) : Thank you vc~y much, 

141~. Chtiix-man, 

At .t;h.i.s pint kk , Shertolc and Ik , Eban left the meetidg, and 
discustiion on this s&ject ended. 

3. -_lll.. Continuatiod bf the ,gene~aE discussion on the statemen,t bx ------- _I_.-..,----- 
$ir Alexa,&@- Cadogan with & view to the prep&-ation of a list of .# .---m- 
questions to be put to him. ’ P-P-* 
The CI%ImW invited comments’ 011 Section II ‘of the provisional list 

of questions piepar&d ‘by ,thc Secretariat dealing with the .,probLem of 

immigration. ’ 

The ofiinion T,ras expressed ‘tha% mar&of the questions, might be ~xedxaftd 

and couched in more diplomatic language 0 ., 

,’ .: ‘Ls ( */ , 
/I$ w&z pxiipm~d 



, ‘. 
f”2;’ Was pld$o’S$‘$ %lat’: the’. Commi~ssidn &hoiLLd’ a& f&ether the MEEldatory 

POW~ int8rrded to’ gi,$& ig&ri.ty to ‘the detainees in Cypjxs in its immigration 

policy. It was further observed that the Provisional Councils of Governmen% 

-c,r&e 6.’ be @‘anted autihori ty ovc+ &sitters of immigration. 

The CIWXNAN paintcd,tiut that 6uch ati authority co&d be exercised only 
after”’ t’he e.s’~abZLishme~t“of the Pr’ovisional Councils ‘and their successful 

institfition of effective control. in the areas concerned. 

The PolLowing qtiestibns on immigration were’ provi.sioncLXly adopted 
..‘,, ;, 
iiffier ‘a b;rief di%xsskon: 

,I ; ” ,., 
“What a,& ‘the @am of the M,Iamd.atory~ Power regarding immigration 

, , 
prior to the termintztion of the Mandtite and particularly with respect 

.’ 
tib the pre’sont quote, of’ I, 700 Setrish immigrants per month?” 

“What are the plans of the Mandatory Power with regard to the 

rccdmmendation in paragraph A.2 of Part I of the Assembly’s resolution 

which reads as follows: 

*The Mandatory PosJer shall use its best endeavours to ensure 

‘that an area situated in the territory of the Jewish State, 

inCltiding. ‘a seaport and. hinterJa,nd adequate to p-ovide facilities 

for a substantial immigration, s’hall be evacuated at the earliest 

possible da-& andi in any event not later Wan 1 February 19118. ’ ” 

“FJo6l.d ships carryi.ng unauthorized Jewish immigrants be prevgnted 

Prom going to’ Tel Aviv ‘!in tliie perio& betlreen 3. Februgry 131C8 and the 

termi.na%ion.~of the Maqdate?” 
. “Do& the Manda.&dry Power intend to transfer all Jerrish Immigrants 

pr8setilZl.y detained in Cyprus to !t?al.estine? If so 3 trhen and. under what 

cond% t ior& ? (Within the existiiig quota or otherwise? ?TP within the 
, 

quo’t;A’, in what proportion?)‘“- 

’ The’ CWIR,W proposed ,&at ‘the Cotiission proceed to examine Section 1 

of the list of ~qukstibtis submittdd’by the Secretariat, dealing with security 

problems. 

Ibra?t q&ski&s l.and 2 were &&e-Led. 

Draft questions 3 and 4 were merged to read as follows: 
,. ‘;, 

‘“Has” “chh lJni&d Kingdom Gd&rnme&t any ~~ro]?osnls to make to the 

Con&ssi& tiith regard: to the,.transfer ‘of the P&lestine ‘Police Force, 

its stores and equipment?” t ,, ,. I. Draft ‘qu’es.i;ions 5 aiT& 6 lr&re merged 6’ read as‘ fol.3.0&: 
c  ̂ , ,,i, 

“In Tallat man&r ‘does the Unit&?!Zingdoril Go’vernmcnt propose to 
. . . . 4 

cons&t Mith the Commission as to the .tirne and natu& of its evacuation 

of each loca%.ty ih &&h area,$Yio? t6’ s&h evacUa?;Eoli? Does the Unitoa 

, * King&n& Government intend that an Oarea’ occupied by British. armed forces 

should mean the actual locality in physical occu]~atiQn?” - 
/The words 



deleted frmn;; @q&t ,‘@ueski&i~ 7 ,. Qu~tion ,7 VBS thus mckkified to .xsad $s 

;follosis : : ’ I ‘.‘:I ,,,.., _’ .’ .., , ,, 

“Whhat measures is the Mandatory ,Pover, as the sob authodty in 
\; : I,.‘, ‘;.:pules$ine until the termination of the, Mandate, ,prepared to talk lrith 

: repmd to the security of ‘t1l.e Palestine Commi.~sion upon i:ks axrival 

in I~alestine ? ” 
Draft question 8 was modified to read as follows: ,. 

“V?.mt axe the plans of the United Kingdom Government with rcngax4 

2’ to the withdrawal of,sthe Arab Legioti, the Transjordan ??rontier l?orce j 

and British personnel of’ the Palestine l?ol:Lce Force? V’hat disposition 

5.s to be made and w$en, of ,the arms, equipment, stores, etc. 9 of the 
!Jrans jordan Frontier YForce. (and t&e Taleskine Police Force?” 

,‘#, ., ;. ,? ,J’he words “in any -WY!’ were. deleted from dral’t question 3, which was 

thus modified to read as follows: 
“Will the Mandatory Powerp prior to the termination of the Mandate, 

be prepared -to Pacilikate the wM; of the Commission respecting the 

’ measures it may take to establish the armed militia for each State?” 

On draft question 10 it .~as observed that the Mandatory Power had 

already refL?sed’td per&t measures envisaged in th.at question to be taken 

before the termination of the Mandate, 

The CHAIE.WM pointed out that the p1t~3vifhW in paragraph 8, Section B of 

Part I of the Assembly Resolution, which referred to security mea&xes, had 

s been intended not to be operated before the termination of the Mandate a 

The question was raised as to whether it seas szot the intention of the 
provision, to permit the progressive assumption of responsibility by the 

Commission at the various stages of the trithdrat& of the J!dandatQry POWCr a 

It was proposed that the Commission shoulcl ask what the position of the 

Mandatory Power was trith reC;ard to paragraph 8, ,~oction B of Part I of the 

Reeolxtion of the General Assembly, 

After a brief discussion, draft question 10 WE modified to read RS 

fol.lows : 

“Idhat is the position of the IJnited Eingdom Govarnnlont trith regard 

to paragraph 8 of Section B of Part I of the Assembly,‘s resolution, 

which reads as follows: 

“The Provisionpl Council of Government of.each State, shall, 

within *he shortest time possi1Xi.e 1 recruit an armed militia from 

the residents of that State., sufficient in num’ber to maintain 

internal~~order and to prev,ent. frontier .clashes + 
: 

., ’ 
1 ’ 

/IThis armed , 



‘This axmcd milktia in each State sha$l, fox+ operational 

purposes, be under the comm&nd of $ewish 01” Arab ofTicers resident 

in that State, but general. political and military control, including 

the choice of the militia9s Hi.& Command, sha13. be exercised by the 

Commission e ’ ” 

I’olXowinC a brief discussion on draft questions 11, I.2 and 1.3, it was 

agreed to postpone thei r consideration to a later stage. 

1% vas suggested that the Commission should ask whether the Plandatory 

%orrer ~0~161 be prepared to enter into consultation with the Commzission at an 

early date on the security requirements of the country in the Light of the 

experi.ence of the Nandatory Power, 

The CHAIRIti>T observed that the position of the United Kingdom Govcrxment 

in relation to the problem wised by draft c~LE?s~~.o~ 14 was not clear. Be 

proposed that the Commission should ask Aether the Mandatory Power would 

remain responszible for the maintenance of Iaw and order and the essentiaIl 
services in the areas trhich it mQht not evacuate immediately on the 

termination of the Mandate. 

Draft question Lk TEE modified to read as follo’i;rs: 

“Will the Mandatory Potrer continue to accept responsibility :f+Or 

the mainterwxe of l.atr and order and essent:i.al public services in areas 

from WLcb its forces have been evacuated psior to the terxnination of 
the Piandate ‘I ” 

The meeting r_ost 6.00 p.mA _I- 


