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1. Relations with the Press

The SECRETARY stated that some members of the press had asked to be
admitted to the meeting., He added that Mr. Shertok had been approached
and had explained that if the Commission should make inquiry of him on the
matter, he would stqte that he had no objection to making his statement

in publie. ‘

After a brief discussion, it was agreed that it would be more
satisfactoryMtQ hear Mr. Shertok in a closed mecting and to release
the substance of his statement to the press after the meeting.
2. Consultation with the Répfesentative of the Jowish Agency

Mr, M, Shertok, together wi_"ﬁh Mr, A. Fban, who had come at the
invitation of the Comnmlssion as repreSGhtativéé 6f the Jewish Agency for
Palestine, entered the meeting room and were invited by the' Cheirmen to *
take seats at the table. Mr. Shertok's statément and his answers  to,

questlons nut bv Memburs on pojnts axlsing from his stauument are reproduced
in extenso, as follows: ' SRR S ‘ o
CHAIRMAN I wclcome Mz, uhertok the politlcal head of the Jéwmsh
Agency for Palestine, to our mldst T undérstand’ that ho wishos to’ make -
a statement about the present situation in Palestine., I think.this .
llnformatlon will. be of a pre01ous character because he has just returned

- from Palestlne less than a week ago.
Ivr . SHERTOK
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Mr., éﬁERTOK:(JewiSh Agency for Palestine): The privilege which
has been afforded to me to address this Commission at so early a stage
in its labours is one which I deeply appreciate. T should like to take
thils opportunity to extend the good wishes of the organization I represent,
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and the community for which I em
privileged to speak, the<Paleétine‘JQvish cpmmpnity; to ﬁhis Commission,
the appointmenﬁ of which we welcome as a most importént landmark on the
road aloné vhich our problem is travelling tovards its solution.
Actually, the solution has been decided upon by the General Assembly
of the United Netions, and, today, we are in the stages of its lmplementation.
T shall gladly complybwith the Chairman's Indication to give a
brief survey of the p051tion which I found in Palestine during my very
brief visit there. I was there 8ix "deys altopgether, However, I hope
I may be permitted, first of all, to say a few words about the nature
of the solution with which wé are’ now dealing, I say so at the risk of
abusing the patience of the Chairman, not as Chairman I hope but as the
one who has nov dealt with this problém for many. months, and who is
very intimately familiar with mll“;ts aspects, both by virtue of his
experience as a member of UNSCOP and as a repfcsentative of his government
in the Ad Hoc Committee and in the Sub-Committee of the last scssion

of the General Assembly. I nevertheless claim this opportunity because

not all the mcwbers of the Commissgion have been present thrqugh,all

these stages, and I think it is important for me td stross the fact

that the solution‘which the United Nations in their wisdom, and I would

say in their courage, have decided upoh is to us a compromise solubicn.

It by no means gives us what we_beliove.we are historically entitled to or

vhat we could take advantage of properly and legitimately in, oxder to

ensure a better future for the'Jewish people in its hiétoric homeland.
There have been a number of solutlons nI opounded in recent yemrs,

particularly. by thu Brltish Government which were acceptod nelther by

the Jews nor by the Arabs., The fact that today the world has 1n+t1atod

a golution which has.met with vaish accoﬁtlnce'ﬁut with }cjcctionioﬂ the ,

Arab ‘side should not signify that 1t gives the Jews one hundred per cent -

'of what thoy want or -feel entitled to. .. It entails a very painful ScCTlfLCL

for the Jewish people in that it takes away from them, majbc for all future

t1ma, cortain very importent parts of th@ country which, through tho

centuries past, they came to rcgard as thulr past and future natlonal

patrimony.:

/The Jewish ﬁéoplq,
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] Thu Jewmsh pupple,ras represenﬁed by bhe Jéw13h Agency for Palgstlne,
has d@c]ared lbaelf w1lling to co operate 1n the 1mplementat10n o eits
compromiue solutlon bccause 1t made an sfforb to apprOach th@ problem in
a realistlc splrlt, to undersbdnd the dizflculiiep whlch the world ig
todn; Lonfronted wlth and also to undcrutand and ‘admi®t the lopltlmate
rightis and interests of thc other bectlon of Lhe populatlon of Paleutine,
namely, the Arabo of Paleotlne Today, we are engaged Y478 hew chaptcr

of strlfe but e flrmly hope and belleve that beyond that hbrlOd of strife -
Vhlch ve hopo w1ll not be of too long a duratlon - there WJll 118 a - long
peraod of. future hlgtory which will witness closer and n]oser collaboratlon
between us and. our Areb neighbouro Even today, while on the surface there
is nothlng but opp081tion, and all the ordlnary fedder of now papers reads
about are, inCLdento of attacks, of clashos, of victimg clazmod by these
clashes, beneath that bOlllng and bubbllng surfacc, there are very deep and
stable laycro of desire for peace, of determlnation to preserve peace and
frlendly relations among the ATub ponulatlon With regaxrd to us I have ‘Found
a w1doapraad readiness among the Arab population to acqu¢osce in thls dacislon,
I have found widespread reluctancc to envagu 1n trouble at present.

OUALG natural]y, not all ueop]e hayve the couragc of their convictions
under thc etress of such an acute polltlcal cr181s, and it 15 perm3551blo and
1og3cal fox many Arabs, for the time belng, to adopt the attitude of wait
and. sec. If thcy see that the militant wnng 1s victorious and that the ‘,
Uthed Nationc retreat from their pollcy, theJ will cortainly not oppose &
solution which 1s more in favour of the Arabo and less in favour ofthe
chs But Lf they find that this attempt to subvert by ioroe an authoritative
1ntornational decision fails, an attempt in which they themselves have no
partluul&r desire to takc part they w1ll Dcttle down and accept what has’
been decreed and make the best of it. '

- Ve believe that £1rmnes¢ is as of senthl thercforc, as benbvolence ir
the prOuPOCtu of lasting peace are to bo ausured, The p051tion todpy is
one of a rather unstable equ1libr1um. It is & very delicate state of -
thlngs - de]:cate polltically and, dclLC&te psychologlcally Many, muny
Arab and manf Jewu Tor that matter, are vory keonlv watchlng the organ55
of tho Uhitcd Nations as to what line thcy will takc and Lo what extent the
deciSJon of thg Unlteu Hations can bu taken as somcthnﬂg 1rrevocably
cstabllshcd and mcant to be implemented. In this connection, I-should like
to say that from Bl1T heard and overheald 1 found that 1mmed1atoly after
thu dec1sion Wau ﬁaken on 20 November, Lt Wd& generally assuméd in Palestine
by Jéwo and Arabs allkc that the Iirst thlng that would happon next would be
the arr rival of this Commlusion in Paiostlna i should ke the Comiiission

to believe ‘that I say this in no gplrit of criticism WhatSOchr Therc
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ney have been ineVitabiémaélayéffﬁfﬁhé“farmatibn of this Commission. Once
the Conmission has Béeﬁ”form;d;*1f“iéﬁtﬁe“qu%éf5o¥fifé”ohﬁ'déstinyraﬂa it
is for it Lo deecide what dourse 1ts work Wity takc Howwvorj It io mv duty
to report oh the impressions thﬂb T have found in Palostlne, B

Tt was taken for grantcd that the very LLrSL thing and the immediate
thlng that will follow upon ‘the decision of “the General Assemb?y would be

’ the arrival of the Commisgion in Palestine "I hope you rifl permlt me to
say ‘that this is a Fact which nust be takun into acoount in the' apprausali‘
of “the goneral situation, the fact that the’ delay has had itu psychologlcal

- ¢fFects which have not been qulte favourable . Now, I know the attituds
taken by the United Kingdom Government It was opcnly stated in the debabo
in the House of Commons that the early axrival of the Commission in
Palestine would or mlght lead to a confl1ct of authorlty I should 1like to
renort that this is not the fOLling of our peonle in Palestine. They fully
realize that so long a8 the mandate stands ‘and so long as the Britlsh
admlnlatration 1s rcsponblble for 1aw and order and Tor the running of the
services, Lhere ¢an be no rival authoritj by thelr slde.

It is not the question of wival United Nations authorlty to competc
with the United Kingdom authority which is bging raised by our peovle.

' What is cii.ﬁumblnrr to them is the fact that o effectlvo prcparatlon for the
setting up of 8" new reglme may be accompllshed unless there is an organ oi
the United Wations operating on the 5pot and maklng i1tself r65pon51b]o for
these prepaxatlons They may be wrcﬂg, but 1t is my duty to report their

A VioWs After all therc is a great deal that must be obgerved and studied
‘oni the Spot thgre are a host of problems to be Laced, the 1mportancc 01 »
or’ pr¢011ty of WhlPh it is extrcmely dlfflcult to Judge from a dlstdnce I
will refer to some 5pec1fic problems arising in this connection However,'I
.would say 1n g general vay that the pcople cannot concelve of & new rcglme
belng born other Lhan after a certain period of prcgnancy, if I may use the
term. A new reglme must develop within the womb of the old In addltion,
‘the pcopla and it extremely dlfflcult to imaglne bhat overnlght ' the new :
regxme w1ll comu into being. They are very much baffled and bewilderea by’
bhe uncerhalnty of the nrospect of the Commn%sion 8 arrival C

When people are nervous and ganoltlve, they bchn to 1mpute all sortu
of’ motives They try to probe the hldden d851gna behind lt, and Lhey feel
generally dlscouraged and shaken in thelr oonfidenco in th@ valldity of
the d801510n, Thlu, qs l have pointed out has a moot unsalutdry eLfect i
both on the Arabs and on thc Jews.l I need not point to “the implications of

¢

thls gcneral proposjtion I trust Lhat they are clcar

~ Jof course,
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of coursc, the paramount questlon vhich agltates people's minds in
Palestine is that of nubllc securlﬁy Actually, upeaklng for tho JeWS,
I would say that e could not wait For any new ¢rrangement 6 be oanctioned
by the Commission or by the uecurlty Counc:l in Palestine. We wore ¢orced
by the nourse of cvents Lo take a hand and to tuke a very determined actlon
e {ound our security, the porsonal qafoty of large numbers of Jows dnd the
subsequenb security of Jewlsh towno and villages and vwhole parts of Lhc
country inhubvted by the Jews, not properly safeguerded. As the chi&h
community has' always been an organlzed community with pOOplc at the top
'eeling reSponsible for its well-being and elected to discharge that
responsibility, quite naturally they had to fend for themselves, and they
had to assume direct responsibility for their own safety within the very
limited means at their dlsposal; so that actually, today, we already have
a kind of a Jewish national authority operating as a security euthority.

Now, it might be said that this 1s & rival authority to the British
administration. In a sense, 1t ig sp but it Just could not be helped.
The position has been aggravated by the position‘taken by the United Kingdom
administration. 'I say aggravated becdﬁse'it'was‘also serious in tho past
when no such'faréreachihg politicul conflict between us and the United
Kingdom administration arese, Iven in the past yeurs when waves ol
‘disturbances swept over Palestine, we very largely were left to our own
de&ices in taking steps for our own protection, nlthough the British forces
did a great deal with that end in view, but never enough. It is quite
natural A mllitlry machine cannot be here, there and everywhere at every
mlnute of the twenty-four hours of the day, and people who ore on the spot
must d¢ what they can to protect themselves. But I say in the present crisis
which we are experiencing, the position has been particularly aggravated by
tho poiitjcal attitude of the United Kingdom administration.

In our estimation, the United Kingdom adminilstration, acting uader
©instructions from the United Kingdom Government in London, is, in a way,
attéﬁpﬁing to square s circle or to reconcile two irreconcilables. What are
the two fundemental positions which they have taken? One fundamental
position is that so long as they are there as mandatory, they are responsible
for law and order, That ls wassallable and 1s most welcome. That is
‘a very affirmative stand. But in tHe very same breath, they have taken
‘the attitude that they are not responsible for the implementation of the
United Nations policy; ‘not only that they are not responsible for its
lmplementatlon, but thoy do not regard Lhemuelves undler obligation to
co«oPerate with this pollcy. This ‘has led to'a very confusing psychological
situatlon jn the midst of ihe Uhlted Kingdom adminlgtratlon itseclf.

‘ ' ~ /The attacks
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The attacks, Lha@ how take,place are. nob attacka dlrected againat bhe
lives and property. of certa;n individuale, TheJ ure attacks difected R
aélnst a, certain policg, anainsb the Uhlted Nations policy. To malntain if'ﬁ
Lewr and crder.ieans 1o resiat those att cks and 6o put them down, ‘ |
In. puhting Aown, Fhose, ﬂttacks, yon find yourself defsuding, actua]ly,‘

United Natione polchn._If you are. nob wholeheartedly prepared to defend
United Nations .policy,. you, flnd yourself at every stage doubthng, hesitatlng
whebher you., should take. 2, certain measure.. which _on pure securlty gnoumda,

is the most effectlve one. lesb by the too spectacular character of, Lhe~r
meagure, you would. luplicate youreelf in cenforcing United Netions. pollcy,v;‘“
You would appear as.if you were btaking that policy under your defence, . -

Now, I would submlt that. 1t is thremely‘diffiqultrnvit is.iﬁ@ossible} R
to defend the victimg of the presgent attecks without -defending United Nations
pollcy; and unless you are prepared.to do.the latter, you cannot
effectively do the former, - We ;find the unfortunate results of thls inner
conflict -at -every etep. Lt ls true that in certaln extreme cages, Britlsh .
troops have. intervened and intewvened effectively., . However, thelr effective
inte?vention has been restrlcted to the most extreme cases, Therefore,
it has always been . a llttle late in the day, In the meantime, things
got out of hand, and unnecessary victimg have been tlaimed,

There ig today no comprehensive concerted plan of . defence in Palestine,
and no comprehenslve concerted system of measures taken to ensure the safeby -
of the threatane@;community in Palestine, This is not the case in vegard to the
British, nor is 1t the case in regard to ourselves, Today there are two -
agencles operating Iln Palestine which are interested.in the protection, of -
life and; property - the Jeﬁsvas a community, the organized community; and the
Uhitp@\Kipg@omwadministration,_ Nelther of: thesge -two agencles enjoys complete:
freedom of adtion,:cqmplete Treedom of decislon, and the implementation.of .
that decislon. Wwith regard to the Jews, I.would say‘that.ouxcfreedom«to act 1s
crippled from without becanse we are not the authority, T will explain what'I mean
a little later.. With regard %o.the iwmited Kingdom adminlstration, thelr reedomn
to act is paralyzed from within beceaws they. do«not Teel responslblé for the
'prosent_policy, They do not fegl uni»p en obligatlon to pay the prlce,of b,
in terms of-sacr111oe and exertlon: They are hamSurung bv Lho politlcal
position that ther have taken, and the -regult is:that meny. Lhinps vhivh normal]y
would have, been done and. done- in timeiwre elther not done at a]l ox: uoue elel
late. This o1roumstance aggravaLes the present CTlBiS,',y

H AT TR

The British: troops inteyvene when thin S, go»bo ond 8, certain point
time and energy bo oaxrving out searches among JewsJL aud to disarmlng Jews.
Now, the two.thing 38 naturally do not zo very well tOPether. I do not want

[to weary
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to weary the Commms&ion w1bh a very detaiied enumeratlon of the incldents,
If necessaryy they could be submitbed in Wfltlng, -Brid Lhose ‘menbers who are
~ particularly 1ntercsted in this aspect “Gould study’ the material, waever,

this hasg been happening t1me and again0 If 1t is a questlon of~escorting
Jewlsh bus convoys along the road "the United’ Kingdom authorities are
bxtremely reluotanb to appear in the ‘yole of’ protectinb Jeyist convoys
because that i&entifles them with the Jews in the QJBS Of the Arab population,
Tt moane tht they are there to defend the policy that ig supposed to be

in favour of the Jewq, Not onlJ has that escort as often as not not been
forthddming, but when the Jews provide their own escort, as ‘often as not
lt haq been searched by the British patrols, and 1if ammg are found, they
are taken aweay . The ‘usual pattern is that the convoy starts, it 1s
accosted by a Brlblsh patroly it is searched, armg are taken awaj, and then
lt proceeds along the road. Tt is attacked by the Arabs, It flghts back
with such firearms as are left. It beats of'f the attack., It procaeds
further, again 1t is accosted by a British patrol, ageln 3come arme 616
talen dway, end so forth. This does not happen in every case but that is
the general patbtern of what hag been occurring,

Today, we have an internal communal defencé o?ganization ugually
described as the Hagona, It lacks completely the elementary freedom of
action in‘ofder ﬁo provide for really effective defenoe, It canﬁot deploy;
it cannot trade openly; 1t canuot gond reinforcements Trom place to place;
it cannot take under control certaln parts of the country, and plan for
terriﬁorial Qefencé. There 1ls a feellng of frustrdtiom, a feellng of
inability to do what they would have been able to do 1f given the freedom.
That feeling of frustration leads to the quest Of rather dengerous outlets
for the feeling thot accumulétes;v It leads to unnecessary retaliation, and
to blind acts of revenge, People qay, "Well, what we cannot do ﬁy day, let
- us, do under the cover of darkness,"” B » ' |

_ The poeltlon is completely abnormdl Pebple keep"asking.them591Vst
"What w;ll happen a fortnight from now, a month from now, two months [rom
,now, lf the p031b10n becomes ageravated in the event that the Brltish forces
. are evaouated? Are wo going to be readJ for Lhe day? Will e bo plven a |
ohance to be ready for the day in the measure we can be?

wa, thl" brlngd me to the quegtion of the respon51blllty for the
m&intenance of law and order and the proteotlon of l]fe and pronerty 1n
the ooming months. This ls the quebtion vhlch 1s uppermost in our
people s minds, Our people know that Lwo ideas benera]]y have been
broached as a solutlon to Lhe problem. Theae 1deas arc not mutually exclusive,
One is the ldea of an 1nternational force, and Lhe other ie the ideq of a
militia, With regard to the 1dea of a mllitla 1t 15 more tbau an idea,

B ’ e i
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There 18 a very clear resolution 1r that re&aﬁd With reg@rd to the
1nternat10nél force, bhls has also oome np for refefance on various
ocoasions auring the session of the Generdl Assembly but Lhere is,rw
no clear rasolution on 1t o ‘ . o )
I would sum up the feellng oi our people and bhe abtitude qf the |
Jewlsh Agency. for Palesbine briefly by saying that we generally regard‘
the establishMGnt of an Lnternatlonal force as belng mogt essenbial moat ’
necessary, and most eminently desirabls.; It is not for us, needless to say, B
to bring ahout the formation of such a force, It ig not even for us bo sav
wvhether it is. 1nternatlondlly pracblcable or not In Lhis regard, ve mueb
defer to the Judpment and actlon of the oompetent organs of the Uhited I\Tublonsm
ALY T think tha Commlaslon should know is that not only do ve not reject that
possibllity but we deflnitely take 1t 1nto account in our thinking
and conslder 1t most eminently. deslrable.b We should be most happy to co~operat'
with wvhatevexr internation al force might be, formed I say "co- operabe wilth
it because in no olrcumstanoe do we envigage a rooltlon.where we would not
bhe called upon to play a part in the proteotion of our own lives and our own
possessions in our own telrltory, We ‘may share the burden with an internatlonal
force but we would not expect people to voanLeer or to be uonscrlpted ‘
in other parts of the world to stand batween ug and danger., We would prafar
to stand shouldér t6 shoulderhwith”them, and even to be firet in facing the:
danger and havejthem,mére in the rear hehind us as reinforcements in case of
need. | | | . o U
Even 1f there 15 an intefnatiénal fdrca ‘we shall sfill require certaln
neasures of assistanoe to be abLe to dlscharge our responslbllity, much moxre
if there 1s no internatlonal force. Ifr the United Natlons findd thau this is‘
1mpractlcable, ve shall not rebreat from the respon51bllltJ vhloh hho ' '
adoptlon of ths resolutlon enbails for ug, WE shall be prepared to acoept
the Tull meaqure of the TGSDOHSlbllitV Whlch would then pre sumdbly devolve
upon us alone, Hbvever, then, our claim for assistanoe w1ll be more 1nsistent
lhe world knows, generallv that Jews Ln Palestine are armed, Thoae who N
are far away from.the scene are prone to exaggerate bhlngs, and that 1s i' e
qulte natural Fven rertdin people nearer Lo us eyagperate the actual state .
of our armed strenpbh ‘ Nbv, I vould not saJ that ve have absolutely nothlng
with which to defend ourselves, but we by no means hqve enough, Even 1n " i
regard to the klnd of arms thaL we do pos°ess,‘there &re lnaufflcient
quantlties of bhemqb There are lnnds of arms whnch we feel we must have ‘
in order to be able to set faoa aeainab the dangera thab are threatenlng,w
armsg of which we have pracbically nothing, or qulte absolutely nothing,_,
Today, a large part of our manhood is alreadyrengaged ln day-to day . o
defence duties, TPy proper mllitla is to be.formed ib hae Lo be properlv -
trwined, it has to Be*properly equ:pped 1t has to be put into umfox'me

We .ave no: uniworms at all today, F
YT A T AA D s
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CHAIRMAN: ' Does Hagana have any.unifoyms? - ,

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): No wniforms at all. It is
the community, part of which is armed when the need arises.

. CHAIRMAN: Do they have distinctive badges or something Llike that?

- Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Iot necessarily, no;
nothing distinctive at all. The question of badges could be solved quite
casily but the question of proper uniforms and gencra] equipment Is a more
difficult problem _

We wouwld then have to mobllize a large number of people, not to do
day-to-day defence duties but to be trained as the members of the future
militia, This would entail a heavy burden on our manpower. We would Dbe
prepared to cope with that additional call on our manpower but what we
would definitely then require would be apslstance ln terms of esquipment
and funds,; financial assistance. Today, the Jewish comminity and Zionist
Tunds are already bearing an increased cost of security. For that, we
o not ask for any contribution. But in order to bulld up & militia and
put it properly on its feet, we consider that we are entitled to some
asslstance during the transitional period to tide us over it. IT we
envisage the state of things in the future when the Jewish State is
a going concern and it has its militia, its armed [force, quite naturally
the State will‘have to cover the budget of that militia without resorting
to any outside help. But the trouble is that‘we have to be ready Tor the
day and we have to make our preparations during a period when the sources
of governmental revenue in Palestine are not at our disposal. Today, we
continue to pay taxes to the United Kingdom administration, direct and
indirect., The taxes do not go into our till, They go into the till of
the government. We shall be extremely hard put to finance from our own
fuhds obtained by voluntary contributions what is essentially a state
function - the preparation of its armed forces. Therefore, for that
specific purpose, we believe that we are entitled to Tinancial assistance.
It may be a grant, it may be a loan to be repaild by the Jewish State. Ve
wdula very mich appreciate a recommehdation to that effect by this Commission.

| Now, the. other Question which will arise will be military advice.
Although we have in our midst people with good fighting experience both of
guerilla warrare in Palesw1ne and of regular fighting in the last war,
peonle who vere. 5oldlers, WCO's and officers of the Jewlsh Bripade) people
who S serV1ce in- other units of the British army on ldnd, on sea and
in uhe alr, and also: erple who, while residents or Paleutine, gaw service
with ofher armLes, people who fought with the Amerlcana, the French and

/with the Czechs
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with the Czechs - I do not thiﬂkwth&ﬂ@v%&saanfarmyrinpnhe;wqudﬂnpt_
only'witthhich Jews ‘dia ot fﬁghtﬂbuﬁ»With“which-Pamestinian‘Jews*did:not
fight in view of the various ‘complications.that arose during -the war, -
However, I would be immodest endugh to admit that weé gould do with higha
mllltafy talent if we want our- defences to be really put oh a- ‘proper basis,
and the questlon of" competent. nilitary advice will certainly grise..

Then, there is the question of equipment. ~The-forces that we*ata.:
up against, and to which I shall yet have. to refer before I close, have:
State machlnery to help- them: Tor the time béing, I am taking it as proved
that the machinery of the Arab States in the neighbourhood of Palestine is.
there to' help not those in Palestine who are ready to acquiesce and ., -
eventually to co-opérate with this solution, but to help, in the‘firsﬁ.
1nstance; those whé are out to déefy it by foree of arms. They can buy arms
in the markets of the world, Certain governments appear to be under a )
contractual obligation to continue delivering arms Lo these Arab States,
and deliveries are taking place. These Arab States can easily devote a
part of theiyr arms “to help the guerxl]as in Palestine. '

We have no such facllitieb We balmave that this dbnormal state of
affalrs calls for a clear UniLed Nations pollcy. We must leave 1t to the’
Comm1881on to Judge the approprlateness of it, end also the method by
Whlch this mlght be secuped. I do not know whether the Security Council
ought not to be addressed on tho subaeut

The pollcy which we ‘think is the only right one in the cilrcumstances
is thab it should In fact be 1ncumbent upon governments who are in a position
to delivar arms, to help the deliveries of arms to that party or those
partieo:feady to co- operate with -the United ‘Nations in the implementation of
their decision, and “Yecause of that, are exposed to danger. Conversely,
a¥rms should be W1thheld Pfrom those out to defy the United Nations decision.
I would be realistic enough to dad that I do mot think that even such'a
deolslon flrmly adopted and flrmly applied would completely solve thé lssue
ﬂ’because there are such things a8’ contraband arms: Hovever; it would go.a:’:
'long way toward alleviatlng the position.  On the affirmetive side; I Would
not restrlct thig pollcy as regards delivery of arms to the Jewsd alons. IT,
tomorrov, an Arab group Were formed in Palestine ready to play its part:iih
the 1mplementat¢on of this de0151on and ‘entertained or alleged fears of
Jewmsh aggress10n, let e - say “that thet group 160 should be entitled to be
helped to form its mﬁl tid in exactly thée same merner as “the Jewlsh bid@,
both as regards arms “and as regards équipment - 15 tomorrow, any Arab ruler
or any Arab government declared’ 1tselt réady to- co«operate; it should. come
under Lhe,aff;rmaﬁlve part of that policy. This poliey should be

/comprehensive,
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compiehemsive, but it shouldﬂba,Something‘that;would,:in the first instance,
-enable us to-get-d Livtle, more:help -than we:are now getting. - Actually, we
get nothing: today by .way: of -preparation. | _ | V ‘
- TvIn regayd-to.this, of course, “there ig.gre at nervousncss in Palcstlne
because:people ‘feel that :time. is oft the utmost essence. They know Lhe ‘
calendar adopted by the United.Nations, and they know tﬁat the days are
numbered. Il they«are_tOJbe-ready to, assume complete military:responsibility
by e certain date, they proceed to figure out how much soonern., Lhey must
gtart: getting ready for it. IT they do not see anyth;ng.yet happenqng to
help them to be ready, naturally. they become very nervoué and. apprehensive.
However, underlying all this, there is a fealing of @eepfseatad‘confidence
in our people- in their. ultimate future. MThgy have dug themselvgs in in
Palestine. . They have, struck very deep roots In Palestine, and they afe
determined to defend to the utmost the parts of the tervitory now gssigned to
then. - o ’_Q )  " o
~While plans of defencesare.goiné on, at tﬂévéamé tiﬁé, plahs are going
on to strengthen our position in the qolpnizatiop sense. . There are argas 
wvhere the network of our ééttlements ié not;gsfcloss as we.wduld wish if
to be. There are plans now going ahead to make it closer, I know there
are plans to put up guite a number of new settlements, for 1n5tance, 1n
the Negeb, in order to make our network closer and in order to prov1do for
better protection of the settlements and of the p1peline which we have laid
there. The same 1s true of other parts of the Qountry.
The people are also ready for sacrifice, except that they feel it is
not guite fair to expect them to put up with an undue:burden of sacrifice,
with an undue number of casualties. Théy Teel in them the capacity to"
organize their defence much more rationa;ly'and the capacity to use‘preveﬁtior
in many cases where the cure is a 1little too painful;_and.toibé much stropger,
and thus instlll greater respect in_theif neighbourhood.
| As I have sald, for the time .being, the large ﬁass of the Arab populatior
is extremely averse to becoming 1mpllcatbd in this L“vub]e. There have been
.some very flerce attacks but they have not been as wides pzead as on past
occasions.. Of the 300 settlements in Palegtlne today, I do not thwnk more
“than ten,or tyelve have.so Far been attachod The large bulk of our
settlements, have. so far not. suffered any attack, and Lhere have bcen
protestations .ol frlendshlp on the nart. of Lhelr 1mmed¢ate no¢phboars. _
~ CEAIRMAN: In vhat part of. the country are theue ten scttlcmentu whlch
have been.attacked? . Are . they dlspersed° R A .
dr.,SHERTOh.(Jew1sh Agency Por Palesblne) i Ydé, buﬁ théj;aré jar*eiy
-concentrated in. the extremities mor bhan in the central paxrt. ‘ Pelhaps there
are Cour or. flve in the south three or four in the ‘Horth and only two or

three in the central’ part.
[Before I leave
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" Hefore I leave the éeéurity;tOpic,-fimnsﬁ sayfa;few words about what .
we heaxis going on ih the neighbouring countries. This is ground on which
one must tread very warily particularly im.my position as a representative
of the Jewish Agency for Palesting. I cannot lay claim to knowledge of all
the secrets that may be interesting in that regard.  One thing:is clear.

In one form or another, ‘the governments' of the neighbouring states are
‘1mplicdted in alrect military preparations’ for actieon in Palestine against
us and agalnst the decision of the United Natioms. I say "in one form or
anothér". By that, T intend to exclude the eventuality of direct military
aggresaion on the part of some of these: gOVETDMLntS. T would not exclude .
it'on the part of all, However, in g1l these governments, funds are beiﬁg
voted arms are being assngncd ‘and recruiting of volunteers is in progress
with the direct sanction-of the government concérned. This incursion from

'Syria, of which there were rumcurs vhile I was in Palestine and for which
ourApeople were on the cul-vive all the time, which actually happened,
assumed smaller dimensions iﬁ effect than rumoured, According to the reports
tﬁdt we had, this indﬁféiohfwas irténded as a ballon d'essal to try out .the
United Nations to see how it would react, to seé whether 1t would take this

1ncvr51on 3eriouslj or whothcr it would minimize its importance, or simply
show reluctance to engage 1n o conflict with the established govermments.
Tio s, this is a very serious situation which we believe calls for some
‘rcactlon, some proper, ‘effective and authoritative reaction., I need not
offer advice as to how that reaction should be secured, but 1t seems to us
that A the Security Council could be brought into operation, it would
admlanter a very salvtary check to certain advénturous trends vhich are
Operattng, and analnst which therp ig no lack of wiser comecils. . It would
fmean strennthenlnp w1ser councils and weakening those¢ out for trouble. It
‘would be a great service, I am sure, done not ouly to us but also. to the
Arab States in the long Tun’ Jf a proper warning could be adninistered in
tlme.‘and Jf 1t could be effectively hacked up.

Now, W1Lh all its paramount importance, the sec.writy problem is not the
only one that agitates the minds of our people. What is equally important to
them isfthe'whple future of the schéme with regard to the transfer of
authority and‘tﬁe”éffective eatablishment of the state; in varticular,. with
regard to future Jowish inmigration, T am sure that even such brief study
as the mcmbers of the CcmmuSSion have been able to devote to our’ Hroblem

| has already convinced them that 1mmlgrabjon is the crux of the whole problem.
It has been the crux of it for years paat and it has been behind every
:pOlltlcal orisis that we had to go through ‘Actually, it is perhaps the
imm:pratlon crlsls mmre ﬁhan any other asPect of our problem that . has forced

/the sdbmlssion
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 the submiﬁéionjaf.iﬁ,ﬁo‘theﬁﬁqited Natiéns, Immigration has been the chief
v topic of. every investigationithaﬁlha§.been caryied 6ut, The problem came to
~. a head on the one hand.ﬁhncugh;thggfaﬁt‘tgat in 1939, the Unlted Kingdom
Government adopted an extremely restyictive policy in regard to immigration,
which policy, in effect though not quite in form, it is pursuing_today'by_
alloving 1500 people to enbex Palegﬁimé;eash month; on the other hand, by
- unprecedented aggravation of the need for immigration to Palestine £rom
Turope a8 a result of the war and its aftermath. 1 need not go into it in
cany detail. The dispafity'between the need.and the opportunity has produced
the crisis. - It 1s that disparity that has plunged people in Burope into
desnair and has led them to take desperate means in order to try to effect
an entry into Palestine. It has led to the movement of’thé go-called
illesal or unauthorized immigration. Scores of boats have until nOW‘érossed
the Mediterranean, mostly in the valn attempt to reach the shores of
Palestine, mostly.-diverted from the shores of Pmlestxne to Cyprus, and
on one occasion even back to Germany. As the result of this, there are
32,000 people walting in Cynrus nov; as & result of,thls, boats nre.still
. crossing the sea now or may be crossing any day. 7

There is a very clear recommendation in thislregard. My peocnle have
asked me how is it that the recommendation of UNSCOP with regard to 6,250
persons in connection with immigration has not come in for any reference
in the resolution of the General Assembly. I had to explain to th@ﬁ that 1f
- that resolution had been endorsed, the question would have arisen s to
whether the United Kinsdom Government would have been ready to implement it.
. It was thought by the Sub-Copmittee that it would be better not to charge the
Unlted Kingdom Government witl implementing something which it would probably
refuse to do, but to open the way for the Jews theuselves to be responsible
for their own immigration. As a result of this, instead of relberatmng the
- recommendation of UNSCOP with regard to the immlgrablon of © 6,250 poople a
morth, what the General Assembly declded on was to recommend that by
- L Pehrnary, a port should be freed to enable immigraticn of gubstantial
dimensions. I hope I an not misquoting the résolutiqn. The words are
- gubstantially .there, and the date of. L February is there.,
‘ ;. People sald to me, "Yes, byl W1at is 1 February? UNSCOP promised us
- the gtart of the lmmigration from 1 Septemwber," "Well," I said, i th;s
~ recommendation is implemented, we- shall perhaus be able to make up for lOaL
:“tlme. Today,. we are faced with. the. wumulative presgure for the need for
immlgration facllitias o Palestine which .come from four deLerant territorial
quarters, Firgt of all, there.is Cyprus. That 1s nearest to Palestine and

.., the people are not there to.stay. There is no question oi their being absorbe

/in Cyprus.
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“4n Cyptus. - Bven' L they'triéd,vthsy dre very jealously walbched by the Cyprus
popﬂldtlon,vané, at. tmmes, there was "gredt tension. around the@e campm lest this
be & wedpu frox startmng Jewish. immilgretion 1nto Cyprus, The boople of Cypxus

" gan thit ‘these pebplc atayeﬂ in: campfand did. not venture ovt51de oi camu so
uWEy aive acquiescent.-‘There is-no. question 0, gome ofus - I am sure to our
CHatrman ~ that it ig axiomatic thab Cyprus lslnot the plaCe Lor thom, but
ﬁhefe~ar@~gentlemen'whmnaﬁﬁynot'acqpalnted‘with~thrs. I should lmke-tpﬁstress
ihié. Mie Jewsin CJPTUo are | gpending their. time Ln a hlvouac, An-a half-way
‘Hotige . & Mhey set sail for Palestiney they were: thrown batlk to Cyprus, damped
there iato intermient campo,"and ‘they are wn1t¢ng~there~;‘They cannot start
“their family life; they cénhot-éduéatéf%heir‘children;rthey cannot worlk; ‘they
spend'théir fime in enforced:‘ldleness. You cen imagine what amount of.
physlcal and. moral deterioration this, involvés. :We hope. they are not boyond
repalr. - We have a mission operating there., - We try to establlsh trade
workshops, 1mprovised schools for Children, and all’ scr*s of obher thlngs,
Hovever- there are! 30, 000 or 32,000 people waltinp there,

" We next come o the camps in Turope. Some members of . UNSCOP v1ulted ‘thos«
camps. Various figures were given. There are figures of 200,000 end 250,000
according to who is and who is not considered a displaced person within the
strict lnierpretatlon of “the ‘term. - Anyhow, ‘there are tens of thouunnds of
people, between 200,000 and 250,000 people. This is the second: oathgory

"Again, these are peoplé who are living in a state of suspense vho cannot yeb
start -to rebuild their Tives 'in the proper manuer; ‘they cannot be absofﬁedfin
*anyveconomy; and they are already waiting for the fourth winter after the war.
.'"* THen, there are digtresséd Jewish communities in certain parts of Burope
"”ﬁ@ﬁ‘iﬁ'dambéi‘ There is great distress prevalent among the Jows of Rumania for

'ééfﬁain'péculiaf reasons due o the peciliabity of the Jewish economic
‘s¥ructire, and due, of course, to the ravages of war, to the révages of Hitler
and his gatellites. ‘However, it'is aldo due to the Tact thet in the face of tt
newvrégimé-ih<Rumania,'thé Jévilsh comminity, vhich is ninety-five per cent
middlemen; finds it extrémély difficult to adjust itself. It is not the case
with thé Fumanian populetién as & whole vhich is severty per ‘cent peasant.
There are no Jewish peasants in anania, and Lhere is very little by wiy-of an
urban Fewish pfoletaridt'aﬁong thé J'ewsv° ‘They ‘are mostly middlemeri ond they ax
very hard hit by the ‘transition of Rumania from. one Torm to hnother foirm: This
is not intended as any refliction onthe Government of Rumanid in 1ts tredtment
of the Jews in that''cotmtry.  The Rumenisn Govermient stands befuden the Jews

" and ‘the very deep-seated antivsemitism in’ecertain sections ofhthe?couﬁtry.. But
economiéally,'ﬁﬁey just éan't help 1%, They gree:and. the Jevs Qgreeﬁﬁhat a
‘large number of the Jews must get out if théy want to have a chance at economic
rehabilitation.

/The fourth
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"'The'fourth‘COntinéent.is;the~orien$aleewish‘communities, many .of vhich
have‘always lived in & staﬁefbf paverty., most -of whom have always been
treated as second-iate and third-rate .citizens, and against whom we very
seriously fear the hatred of the Arabs.may now be vented on account of the
partition of Palestine.  We are very anxious to save as many of them as
possible in time, for their own sake and for the sake of Palestine, by
bringing them to Palestine.

A11 this depends on whether the very clear recommendation of the -
United Nations will be implemented. If it is implemented, if therc is a
certainty of implementing it, then people can wait and we are strengthened
in our efforts in advising and counselling people not to take the law into
their ovn hands, not to stert on this hazardous voyege, but to wait for
their turn end then come in properly and legitimately. . If we have no such
certainty, if we mercly glve very vague promises with regerd to the indefinite
future, then the cffectiveness of our warnings and of our admonitions must
be very heatrily discounted. I am pubting the position before you exactly as
it is. ‘ |

The country is very tonsely awaiting what willl happen on the first
of February. The country, Jews and Arabs allke, regard this as a crucial
Jtest, It so happons thet this is the first date; there is a scries of dates.
There 1s a date of 1 February; therc is a date of 15 May now opcrating;
therc is a date of 1 August, and I think there is a date of 1 October. I
believe I have mentioned all the dates. It Just so happens that the-
immigration date. 1s the earliest of the dates. Therelfore, not merely on
account of immigration, which is a burning issue in itself, but because that
ig the first date it has particular importance, cruclal importance, critical
importance attached to it. It will either -be honoured or it will not. Both
the Jows and the Arabs from converse polnts of view will regard this as a
test of the seriousness of the United. Nations. decision, as an earnest .
indication of good faith, whether it will be implemented or not. A great
deal will depénd on . that.

I should say there will be'a direct nexus, for instancec, between
undegirable forms of Jewish retaliation and immigration. If there is.
immigration  peopleé will say: ""lell, we have achieved something; now we can
take many blows calmly. without rcadting. IP this ié not to come we have
been left in. thé lurch and'let dovm by the United Nations. ' Therelore, let us
take the law into our hands."  With regard to the'Arabs 1t will also have a
profound psychological effect as to the seriousness of the declsion and as
to the futility of trying to oppose 1t by force if this is done. If it is

D /not done,
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‘not done, it Will be a tremendous encourag@ment to tho 36" Who saJ that by
force they can do anvthing They wl]l By, "Hare We haVC uhot and’ bombed
and burned, and the Unlted Nabions has taken the hlnt. Thcre is no |
Jmmlgrdtion on the first of Fcbruarf. S E -
"I am afraid I havo taken up too much of the Commlss1on ] tlme, and

therefore I should like to close my utatcmant.‘ T should like to say
that we afo Gntirely at the dlqposal of the Commissmon for any inform@tlon
it wantis us to supplj Wo shall certaln]y scek an early opportunity
of presenting perhdps a more cohorent umd also a more formal uummary of
our proposals and requeats Qf you.' ’ o

I Jhould llke to clo:e WLth @l Tefcrcnce to- one aspect or the  problem
of thc prcoeniatlon o;'our case to you in- the comlng dayq or veeks. I
néed not saJ that it is not WL who afu hold;n& you here We would be
' 'ready to moke our representaﬁlons to JOU wherever you vould Wlah and we
would bn more than- happy to be able to.do o in Jhruualcm or wherever else
" in Paléstine you nay dsoide. ‘We-ask»your earllest possible errival in
Palestine in order to see what is going on and to get the fesl of thln&S
in order to get adju ted ‘o ‘the situation and. in order to taﬁe in hand thp
practlcal preparation which is most espentLal to us. For Lnstance, it is
st essehtial concerning. the quc@tion of a- mllitia ‘Perhaps o few mlljtary
advisers in whom you would place confidence 'should go -out and: see on the
spot-what is necessary. We would bé ready to sit‘down with yowr military
advisers and discuss the problem of a militian. To us this is most Vita],
coﬁsidering"ﬁhat no time. should be lb st, that it should not be too latc,
) that wé should not be unprepared for cvcry contlngancy as it arises.
' But asstming that diucussions will havo to take placc, vhether hcre
Uop in Paléstine, there.is of course the most vital problem of the ideas
that v;ll be brought before you by the reprQSuntatlves of tho United. Kingdom
Government as ‘the mandatory He are not officially in dlrect contact with
them, and.we understoocd from them. that thej nrefer to ‘be in diréct
contact with the Commission and for us to be 1n Airect contact w1th thc
Commission’ rather “than’ that Wa should coma xn dlrcot contact 1ith '
them. : ' “ )

Now it would be most, 1nmortant tor us to knov vhat thelr proposals
are. We consider ouruelves ontltlcd to hnov vhat their pr0posals dro :
in order to knov vhat jp in store for us anﬂ what dlfficultloo, and 1ct

us hope alse what facilltieaé'we may Pxpoct wnd nust prepare for.fv o

s Mo saw in
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We saw in the press that in appcaring yesterday Sir ‘Alexander Cadogan,
for whom personally I have the decpest respect, made it clear that he
would have to stipulate that certain things he stated to you would
vemain secret. I quite appreciate that point of view and I have
" nothing in principle to say against 1t, except that'we do not
think that these things which must bo kept secret in the Interest
‘of thé public will, ‘in the interest of policy, that they need
necessarily be kept secret from us. We do not think they should be-
kepf secret from us because they most vitally and directly affect the
well-being and the very life of our people and our whole future in
Palestine. We may have to say something about thosc matters.  We may
be in a position to help. Ve may find it necessary to wvarn against
certain things. '

It is up to the Commission, of course, to decilde ultimately what is
to be secret. All we can do is to pledge full compliance with the
directives of the Commission in thet regerd, and to observe the strictest
secrccy in regard to certain‘pfovisions if the Commission finds that
they must be kept secret or if that would be the absolute conditlon
of the British Government.

After all, we otrselves one day may have to say somothing vhich
we regard as secret, and may have to ask you to keep it secret for our
sake. We do not dispute in the least the right of the British Government
to -ask that certain things be kept seccret. What we do dispute 1s the
right to withhold that information from the party most vitally end directly
concerned in these negotistions. ‘ ‘

I do not, mysclf, regard anything that T have said here to you as
‘being secret. Wé have no desire or interest to rush it to publicity,
bub on the other hand we do not mind your meking axrangements for
informing the press of the gist of my submissions to you today. 1If
the need should arise for withholding something from the press in
our humble opinion, we shall say so. If any communique is glven to
the press, I should then permit myself to suggest that my reference
to the Avéb side 6f the problem should be not too detailed and should
be rather general in order not to arouse unnecessary hostlle
reactions. S '

In getieral I have made o clean breast of what I had to say,
end I thank you, Mr. Chairman,“fdr3the'time'given‘mer If the
Secretariat finds it necessary to issue some commﬁnique to the press,
we would not object. ;
JCHATRMAN:
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* CHATRMAN: - Orf behalf: of: the .Comnisbion L wish, to, thapk Mr. Shertol
for his very. valuable: Faformation chcernlng the vtewu of the JeWLsh
oommunltv in thé present situation dn Palestine. i e

Before’ gOLng “further, mdy I be allowed. as.a formqr mumbcf of 6N$é0é;
to take slight exception-to what .was:advanced by Mr, Shertok whnn hc statcd

that UNSCOP: had promised a:certain. system of Jewish lmmigratlan.‘;;_Pu

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency’ Eor,Pdlestlne). I moant 1o say rncommendcd.
CHATRMAN: OFf eoursé, UNSCOP gould not promise anything. UNVCOP o
formuiated‘the recommendationsvto;the,qcngral,Aqgembly and.thGHQQQe;al f
Assembly:was quite free.to deeids it in its anrway,V_I‘ﬁhink‘thathphéiw
expféssion by Mr. Shertok went slightly beyond his own thoughts,u,...‘“”
Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): If I uéed the vofd
"promised" I am sorry. I meant to say "recommended", and I.thought I did
say "recommended", but I rely on the memory. of the Chaiiman. - .
CHATRMAN:  You ‘said "promised'. Having been a member of UNSCOP I am
a bit sensitive -about these pointg: RECA L
Perhaps nmy ‘colleagues wish ‘to ask Mr. Shertok some questions in direct
connection with his statement. . o « i 0 Lo e
Mr. MORGAN (Panama): I should like to ask lr. Sherbols il he isﬁbfAthe
opinion that there is a greater number of troops pguarding the frdmtiers
between the Arab states in.Palestine or if, there is a greater number of
troops in the fural- zones. or populated districts? .
My, SHERTOK (Jéwish Agency for Palestine):. .I. really could not say.

I Hawe no ekact knovledge: of the British military dispositions .today, and

I am under the impression that there 1s a constant shifting and movement
of troopsin.-accordance with the changes Iin the security situation.

. i, MORGAN® (Panama):. - I had been given.to undergtand that, in Tel Aviv
the'legal‘Order.and,thﬁ public order which on one side meanm‘the_juridical
order.and. on. the other side it.refers to actual force such as the police,
et cetera, are in the hands of the Jews... Ls that correct? o , 

My .. SHERTOK (Jewish, Agency for Palestine) It is Lorruct 1n thc ”
following sense., Internal security.in. the Tel Aviv. area, and uhat ' .
oomprluos ‘two other. towms;adjoining. Tel., Av1v wah Lhe suburbs,‘ls now,;
in Jewish hands. -~But it is not in Jewish hands in the sense that thexc
is a Jewish avthority there independent of the Bribloh au horlbj It 1s
still under. the general responSLbllltv,and the orderu of an central a
British adminisfration, excopt that only. JEWimh pOlLC@ plvs an -
auxiliary force of - Jewish.guards. pre now. prov1dcd xn Tel AVLV on local

security duties. b e e T
HERRE N -"’r... ;(' .

o JCHATRMAN: Can you tell
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OHAIRMAN:aoCaﬁ.ymustellquswmmre‘specifigally;how.thgt‘is arranged?
I8 that a-special Jewish foree? . . .. ,< ~, : ; 2 , v -

- My, -SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for:Balestine): Fir}s“wc: there. n‘.s. the
personnel of the regular police. |

CHATRMAN: Is that of the municinal police?

My .. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency. for Palestine): It is made up of
Palestine police, but the personnel is only Jewish.. That is to say,
the British and Arab police have been withdrawm' from that area and
their places have heen taken by Jewlsh police posted from other
districts. _

CCHATRMAN: But it is still the ordinary Palestinian police?

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): It is still the
ordinary volice, and they are under the orders of the British Inspector
General of Jerusalem. In addition, the Jewlsh Agency has been given
permission to recruit a force of five hundred men as guards to be
armed with arms to be provided by the Jewish Agency, for which arms
the British authority is issuing licenscs now. Ve tried to insist
that the arms be issued from British Government armories, but we
failed to obtain that. The British saild, "As you have arms you
should provide your ovn arms." There was even an argument - and I
request that this matter should not be published - about vhether this
police force should be armed with rifles or with Sten guns.

CHAIRMAN: You are now referring to the supplementary police?

Mr, SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Yes. It so happens
that we are a little short of rifles, and a rifle is a more effective
instrument on the highroad or in the protection of out-lying settlements
because of its longer range than a Sten gun. We sald that as we are
relatively better supplied with Sten guns than with rifles may ve not
use Sten guns for stationary security duty inside the area where, if
something happens, it is a street fight and you have no range for
Firing at a great distance, thereby not tying up five hundred precilous
rifles which we would have to withdraw from outlying settlements, But
they‘insisted - T do not say because of any vindictiveness; a rifle is
a’ standard weapon of the police in Palestine - on our providing rifles,
and we had to provide rifles. UWe prefer to use Sten guns for this
duty because we could put rifles to a bebier use in the rural_h
districts..

7 Mr. TEDERSPIEL
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Mr, FEDERSPIEL (Démmark): Bub vere you not short of rifles?

Mr., SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestinej:“l'uSGd the term
"short" relatively. te mdy‘have‘more.riflés than, Sten guns, but in
relation to the need for rifles we are less %ell¢supplied with rifles
than with Sten guns. ' A e

CHAIRMAN: If T -undérstand you correctly, this supplenentary
police force means in practice limited recognition, a legalization
of Hagana in this restricted area, . L L T

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agenecy for Palestine): Yes, subject‘to4tw0»‘
limitations: within that number and within that area. Definitely so.

CHATRMAN: Did this passing of the powers to the Jews in Tel Aviv
have any other effects, such as on the customs control?

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): That is under the
British administration, There. is no change at all. In no other-
regpect has there been any transfer of authority. ,

CHAIRMAN: What about the:administration of justice?

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for:Palestine): It is definitely the
same. It may be a Jewish Judge who is gitting, but he is still a
Palestinian Judge; 1t may be a Jewish district officer or commissioner
vho is directly responsible for the administration of Tel Aviv, but he
is a British official, an officlal of the British asdministration.

CHATRMAN: O of the Palestinian administration?

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Yes. This cannot
be reparded as the creation of a nucleus of an. independent Jewish
authority. It is not that. Theoretically, yes, insofar as has been
the measure with regard to the legalization of Hagana. _

'CHATRMAN: And it cannot be regarded as a sort of evacuation of
the British from the area? | ,

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Yes, it can be.

They have taken out all of the military personnel from the area. -
~ CHAIRMAN: But rot their regime? . _ ,

Mr, SHERIOK (Jewish Agency for Pelestine): Yes, it is still ..
their regime. ' ' ' _ | T

CHAIRMAN: The mendatory's regime continues in force in Tel Aviv.
and in that area. : _ Lo

My, SHERTOK»(JGWish Agency for Palestine): Precisely. TFor
instance, it does not affect the guestion of immigration. The-trgnsfer
of internal security‘in the Tel Aviv area does not mean the freeing of

the Tel Aviv Port for immigration, They are two different things.

JCHAIRMAN: That is
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CHATRMAN: That is a very 'mﬁbi%é‘m Points .

Mz, MORCAN (Panama) I should lixe to ask 1if there have been many
d1ff¢culbjes in the iunctlonlng of the eivil govarnment and its varlous organs
in Palestine. ’ A

Mr.‘SHERTOK:(Jewiéh Agency for Palestine): There have been very serious
dlfflcultles for two reasons. One i8 for pursly technical security reasons
and the other, I should say, is for psychologlcal and organizatLonaL 1eagons.
L hope T shall not be accused of an exaggeratlon, and I Bpeak gubject o
a certain mental reservation because I was there for only six days and I cannot
rely only on ny own direct impressions, I must rely on what I heard from my
friends and reports that I.received, ‘I make thatb resevvatidn gulte frankly..

There is a phenomenon of dislntegration of authority. There ls a
phenomenon of internal moral deterioration within the ranks of the
administration. Wor instance, 1f the Chisf Secretary assures my colleague
who represents us in Jerusalem once and twice and three times that very strict
orders will be issued not to search Jeirlsh convoys or Jewish settlements for
armmg, and if the next thing that happens in each case is that there is such
a gearch, then the feeling of my friend who ls the reciplent of that
declaration 1s not that the Chief Secretary is guilty of doubledealing, She -
it is a lady in this case - Mrs. Meysrson, honestly believes the Spcretary
wag qulte sincere and quite factual in his gtabement that he had actually
signed that instruction or saw such an instructlon signed by the
High Commissioner, Yet 1f such éaarohes continually happen the only
conclusion to which we are driven iz that the Government 1s unable.
to enforce its authority, and that locally people do what they 1ike
in some respecis.

CHATRMAN: What do you mean by the term "people" - the militavry
units? l '

Mr, SHERTOK (Jewish Agency Tor Paleastine): The military police,

CHATIRMAN: Because it is even done by the police,

Mr, SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Yes. On one occasion
it was very serious. Having recelved such an agsurance, Mrs, Meyerson
happened td & down town to Tel Aviv - actually she came down to Tel Aviv Yo
neot me upon my arrival - and on the way the convoy in which she was travellin
was gearched., She asked the military officer who carried out the mearch
under vhose authority he was acting. He stated that he was covered by the
, pollce sergeant She asked the sergeant and he sald that it was the military
who decided to search and he was gimply standing by, . She could not obtain any
clarity. She then went back to Jerusalem and I do not know what explanation w
then offéred;, Sheﬁhad'no doub® in her mind that the order to which

1O an T (L3990



AJAC .21/sR. 8
Page 22

gir Henry Gurney had referred h@@«ﬁQF%ﬁl@VEPQ@P ;esued.epd yae meegp_te“be
gxecuted . - - 0 T DT sl e R - .
- CHATRMAW: - T think the difficuliy is that Lhe ChJeT Secretdry ls ;
authorized to glve orders only to the police but not to the mllitarv unltsq
“Mrp, ‘SHERPOK -(Jewlsh Agency .for Palesthe) The. etatement +hat
he had made to: her was bthat it wes agreed .to by the mllltary They A
khow very well that they heve the military to deal with in Paleqtine.~:“iA‘
Mr. MORGAN (Panama): I should like to agk 1f among cnvil servants or ‘”
-public employess Lhere have been any ebrlkes, and, 1f 80, approxﬂmately on what
dates, - « o o A
My, SHERTOK (chlsh Agency for Ealeebine) There have been etrikes,
though not recently, There have beoen occaslon.vhen some people have failed
to turn up for duty because they thoupht thelr llves vere not properlJ proteqtec
T do not know if .you would call that a strike, Pogt, offloe emplovees in certalr
cases did not veport for.duty because they thought they would be in danger
and they would not be sufficiently protected,
If Dr, Morgan refers to strikes in the past, that is a different
gtory., There have been sitrikes of government employees in Lhe past
purely on economic grounds, such as striking for better ﬁay or for
betber conditions of work, L |
CHAIRMAN: ' T believe Dr. Morgan referred to empleyees ﬁot
reporting for duty.. E L , ‘ : , ‘
Mr., SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine)éu_sﬁch‘casee have been‘
occurring. ... - o : . o : | . ' A o ,
My, MORGAN_(Panama): Tor more or lesg how long did this situaﬁidn“
continue? That is to say that the employees did noﬁ turn up to wofk duel
to the fact they were afrald? . wl.
My, SEERICK (Jewleh Agency for Palestine): For several days b
a stretch, and then 1t was remedied A L . o S
CHAIRMAN: Does this apply. partioularly to Jerusalem or does 1t B
apply to .the whole of Palestlne? = s
Mr. SHERIOK (Jewlsh Agency for Palestlne) This. appj'ies o
Jerusalem, However, I would not guaxentee that 1b did not happen‘k

R

at various places -elseyhere, But.it applies particularly to Jeruselma.f:
There is & feeling among the population oE belng complebelr outuwvudﬁm
of touch with the government on most . imporbant issne for 1nstance
regarding the dlsposal: of government. propertv, the f te of the Eoverﬁment
archives,. These are Nery lmportant, departmenﬁs needless to sagy, Take the
‘Department of Survey which is an.enormous treasure of most valuable materlal

There ls mo.knowledge.of vhat is going %o, happen to. 1t Rumours are rlfe.‘

/The rumour
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The rumour 18 that in some ‘chges such files and records will be destroyed,
that certain parts will be tuthed” Hver to the 1mmed1atelv availeble local
authorlty, £y some munlcipallty, for inébance,  The Service Department, which
iu a particularlv 1mportant asget of the oountry, ig the only department of the
government 51tuated in &' Jeirish towh, in Tel Aviv,” '
L CEAIRMAN For the whole of Palestine?

M, SHERTOK (Jewish' Apenoy for Palestine): Yes, Otherwise the
governmont departments are situated either in Arab towns or in mixed
towns, Jerusalem and Haifa. But hete 1s & central government department
situated in Tal Avwa The rumour is that on withdrawal this department will be
transferred to Ramlu. Whv to Ramle? Is Remle such a progressive town as to
be abhle Lo take charge of the whole archlve department? That 1ls the rumour; I
cannot vouch for itg accuraCJ. In the absence of any clear and officiel
informatiOn,.of courge rumours spread. |

One of the problems which interests us very muech and in mere
Yhan one sense ls the fate of the equipment of the ?alestine police
"and the Trensjordan frontler fovce, The Palestine police 1s a well-equipped
‘force, Tt has over one hundred and £ifty armoured cars, most of them armed
with guna, Thils 1s a very important asset, Thieg is the esset of the
Palestinian taxpay er; it is the property of the country.

CHATRMAN: These armoured cars were not loaned by the army, but ave the
property of the police? ‘ ‘

My, SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): That ig correct;
they are the property of the police, There are alsc large stores of
armg, amunition and uniforms, et cetera. We hear that certain things
w8Y be removed, and that what cannot be removed will be destroyed..
Whéther‘it ig true or not we do not know.  But we would take a very
serious view of thet property being deatroyed., It is the property of
Palesblne. ’ '
‘ OHATRMAN: I think that in the plan of the General Agsembly that is
”_‘prov1ded for,
"7 My, SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Yes, It would be
‘pfbper to say that one half of Lt should go to the - Jews and one half
should go to the Arabs. So long ag the Areb authority is not ready to
' take Sver 1t ghould bé stored awey somewhere walting for that day. We

are terrlbly badly in need of .aymoured cars for our protection, and

to say that “armoured cars will be destroyed is, as my friend here
_"(Mr Eban) hag S&ld 1ike destroying food:in.a state of hunger..

,

/1herb is the questlon
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There is Lhé'qpestioh“of~%he*Tfahswarann Frontier Foroe. It is a. - .
British force; its recruitg swedy alldgiance to. His Brittanic Magesty. It_ 
"is afl Ardb force as regards its persomel - almost. completely Arab, . There
are very fewr Jews, and some 'British offlcerso ‘By and large it is an Arab
force. Ve were told by the British vaernmenL invLondon-thaﬁjthe\intention
is to disband this force, liquidate it in the process of the British withdrawa:
Waturally Britnah units will be sent elsevhere., - -Where;canjtheyxsendwthe
Transgordan Frontier Force? - Tt will be disbanded, : .
Now  tvo guostlons arises that will happen to the equipment of thc
'Transgordan Frontier Force? . R . S .
CHATIRMAN: Is this force recruited -exclusively from +ho inhabltantﬂ of
Palestine? : ‘ S o ‘
Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): From Palestine and from
Trans jordan too. It is a sort of mixed force. Its malntenance is largeiy
a charge on the Palestinian Exchequer. The British Exchequer pays the
share of Transjordan, and Palestine pays its share.

. The question of the equipment of that force interests us from two poinis
of view: 'affirmatively, whether we shall be able to meke use of it, and also
the Arab Covermnment, it if comes into being; negatively, whether in the
process of disbandvient and the process of disintegration, particularly if
it comes very late in the day toward the very end, a sltuation may not
arise in vhich the Arab persomnel of the Transjordan Frontier Force may not
decamp with the equipment - with the rifles and machine-guns, and even
with phe armoured cars, and turn them againétvus and agalnst the United Natior
British trcops will not do it, - Anyhow, they will be evacuated. British.
equipment, we assume, will not be there to:fall into the hands of undesirable
people. But the Transjordan Frontier Force is a local force and there the.
danger 1s very preal., .. . | '

I should like to say what T ascribe to general disintegration of
authority is also the fact. that there are increasing train robberies by
Arabs, On one occasion there was a train robbery and the official communique
was careful to point out that troops arrived and fired -over the heads of the
marauders. Here they were caught rédhanded. robbing'a train and: the.troops
were considerate enough to flre over thHeir heads, und that was published as a
deterrant; I assume; to’ others so thah ‘they should know that bullcts will fiy
over thelr heads if thev try o rob a‘train. ‘ L

There have beén cases Bf theft of artmcles and ammmivion. In one.case &
vhole store of four hundred rlfles wiuh ammunitlon was stolen by Arabs from a
British store.‘ In enother case forty cases af ammunition were stolen, vhich
were 1nﬁended for Greeve, from the harbour of Haifa, Now I shall be perfectly

JErenk;
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frank; T mean what 1-say - I mean evety letter of.what I say. I do not
accuse any British officet of deliberately looking aside in order to enable
lthe‘ArabS“tGTStéal, But it definitely medns to me there is a relaxation of
: gehérai vigilarce and a relaxation of discipliue = people not caring about .
their duby, people being very lax, It may be human and perhaps it may be

" perfectly éxpliceble. They know that they are nearing the end;. they do not
care any more, If a man has a term of service to run he is anxious to do
his duty; he is anxious to be on the good conduct sheet. If he lmows -that
he will quit sooner or later anhd his pension rights are guaranteed, he does
not care. The whole thing deteriorates and that is a very dangerous
situation if it continues. I am sure that an "eye" of the United Watlons
on the spot will help & lot to prevent. that.demoralization.

Mr. MORGAN (Panama): T should like to ask if the Jewish Agency has
talken any measures to defend the patrimony of the Jewish state. T will not
mention the Arab. state because naturally the Arabs have people who will
gpeak for them. ‘ . 4 , Do

Mr. SHERTOK (Jowish Agency for Palestine): What the Jewish Agency is
novw trying to do is to defend all Jewish towns and settlements.. The Jewish
Agency has not assumed ond cammot assume responsibility for the terriltorisal
defence in its broadest sense. ;

Mr. MORGAN (Panama): - Then I take it that in such cities where law
and order are in the hands of the Jewish Agency for Palestine there . are no
organizations of any kind that have in their care the defence of any such
goods, material, equipment, armoured cars, et cetera, to which Mr. Shertok
has referred. i

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): Certalnly not, and actually
the question does not 'arise, = The only area vhere we are responsible for

wthé‘defence of the whole area is the Tel Aviv-Ramat Gon-Peteh Tiqva area.
It is a large Jewish urban area. . It is small in area but it is large in
population.
e v, JCHAIRMAN: That is only-on a municipal level? , N ,

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): It 1s local, yes. There
18 no such eguipment there. Such equipment ls concentrated . in the central
storeg at:headguarters or in the police stations up and down the country

,whiehﬁareunotmundeerur control. !

JeMr, MORGAN (Panama): @ Aré: these military movements or attacks which
chave been earried out sporadic or does Mr., Shertok feel that they are carried
out on planred and gpecific dates?: N -

' DR e e Jyr. SHERTOK
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S Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Paiésﬁim)":-.; Mey. 1. gay that 1% -is neither
the one noy ‘thé other withoub, & hope, kiving offande;ruAonrding $b our:
information -the position is as follows: - Today. there are in vgrigﬁg&@isﬁrigtg
commanders' appointed by the Mufti from .outside; either from. among Rdlestinians
who.are loyal te:him or people‘whp-arGTSGntyin:from'outside,mb\takgw@ven_.m
pommand. They operate in.various aress and:they have g general standing order
to make trouble, - ) o
... CHAIRMAN: In any way? .. - ... a4 B P e b

wo Mr. SHIRTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): In'every way possibles
Tt is within the discretion,ef the local' cormander, If he-thinks 1t,1is .. .
safer to abtack a particular settlement' than to attack another, if he thinks
it is better to .concentrate on convoys along the road, he can do-as. her
pleases. If he thinks ‘it is better to’concentrate on a mixed urban, area
ne' can send a few ‘people, thére and collect a few more from the young people of
the town and start trouble: there. Thé idéa is. to:keep the country in a
state of unrest in order, first, to get the Arabs accustomed to it, that
this is the road of valour, so to speak, and encourage them to Join;
éeéoﬂdly;‘in'order ‘o frighten the Jews; thirdly, in order to exert pressure
‘on the United Nations; fourthly, in-order to drag such elements in the
Arab League as may not be guite enthusiastic about military intervention into
1t by ccreating o state” of affairs as Tollows: “here the Arabs are fighting an
being killed and you are hot coming to their help; you must come to their
help," by creating a feeling of noblesse oblipe. That is the purpose.of the

present: phase of the campaign. ,
It is, therefore, both organized and sporadic at one and the same time
ds regards the' actual operations that have been carried out.

B Ui MbRGAN'(Panamaﬁq The resolution of the Unlted Nations on partition
refers to democratic organizations to participate in the povermment council.
Does Mr. Shertok know of* such organizations, and what is the. attitude they
have assumed? S fe

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): . There are quite & number of
democratic orgemizations within the Jewish commmity, tHat is to say::
organizations congisgting ‘of a certain.membershin and conducting their inbternal
affairs. demooratically by glection, - Moreover, .the Jewlsh communlty as a
vhole is democratically orgenized on a permanent.bosis . The organization is
regogniged in Palestine law, There are.eldctions Held baged. on universal

‘suffrage, -and: there-is ‘an elected assembly which resulits from such eléctions
vhich in its turn elects a national couneili. That s as ‘far as . the Palestine
Jews are:éoncerhéd. They have their permanently-authorized mouthpiece to

speak for them elected democratically.
e cnan T tom o DA A d o
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There.is in addition and. above that the Jewish Agency for Palestine,
vwhich is also & -democratically-elegted body but not by the Jews of Palestine
~alone but by large numbers of Jews. throughout. the, world who adhere to the
- Palestine idea. :Actually, when the particular provision to which Mr. Morgen
has Jjust referred was under discussion, I.requested to speak and stated that
in the case of the Jews a more appropriate formula to our mind would be to
say that the provisional council of govermment would be appointed by the
Commission upon the recommendation of the representative Jewish institutions.
That is to say that we should prefer the representative Jewish institutions
which normelly through the years speak for the Jewish community and the
Jewish interests, to.submit a list of candidates for the approval of this
body rather than to have this body engage in negotiationé with a hundred
and one parties and organizations. The number one hundred and one is not a
literary exaggeration.. But it was explained to me at the stage that this
formula vas meant to meet the conditions of both commmities, Jewish and
Arab. As the Arab community is not democratically organized in ;ts entirety,
but has various party organizations, this milddle formula was adopted and we
did not-press the point. - A o

- Mr, FEDERSPIEL (Dermark): I should like to go back.to Mr, Shertok's
answer to the former question of Mr, Morgan. When you described the
trouble-maliing on the part of certain Arab organizations, I understood that
this trouble took two forms, first the fom of direct attacks to create
confusion and also, to some extent, provocations. Which is the major form
of - that activity?

Mr, SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for.Palestine): 'The divect attempt to create
confusion is the main form.

Mr, FEDERSPIEL (Denmark): Is the other incidental or of some magnitude?

My, SRERTOK (Jewish Agency for Talestine): To Jjudge by the press of
today in that particular spot it is of considerable magnitude. It is a spot
where there is a small cluster'of only four young settlements not very strong
and otherwise isolated. ITf there is an attack in which hundreds of Arabs
take part, that is fairly substantial. Also, in all cenbres trouble broke
out as a result of Arab initiativeu Tel Aviv, Jaffa, Jerusalem and Haifa.
In the .course of the development ofhthe_troubie £hére‘have‘been acts of

retaliation on the part of the Jews some of which I should not hesitate to

describe:agimost wnfortunate. and wost. damaging. They ih;turn may have called

forth further'acts of retaliation.. Up in Galilee is-a part of the country
where I should wish any communlty in the world to possess such a stable and
‘responsible element of settlers as are located in that particular corner of
Palestine. There has been no provocation in that:part, but this was a
deliberaty atfack because it was easier to reach them from outside the

country, namely, from Syria. ‘
/My, MEDINA (Bolivia):
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Mr. MEDIWA -(Bolivia):- Thére is oné”éﬁatément Bf‘Mr"Sher%ok5théf I
think requires oome clarlflcation for the' record, namely, the ons Jexorring
to the first: date on our calendar “He' very emphatically declaxed that if by
1 3ebruary a port had not been opened for stbstantial inmigration the Jewish
community @id even the Arabs would intérpret that as a Failute of the United
Nations: and ﬁﬂat they would lose Taith in this Organizétion. T think that
is not quitewaccurate because that part of the’resolutioﬂ‘is specifically
“waddressed to the mandatory power and it states that the mandatory’powér
- shall use ... ét‘cetera.‘ If there is any blame it should fall on the

mandatory nower and should not involve the prestige of ‘this Commisgion;

© ' Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): All I can say, sir, is first
that I do hope by 1 TFebruary a port is free; agnd secondly, I do hope that if
a port is mot free the blame will not be 1ldid at the door of the United
Nationé but as you suggest. That is my hope, - I also have my fearu;

CHATRMAN: Mr. Shertok has stated what are the views of the Jews oi
'Palestine. He has not stated whether those views are correct or not but
that is the factual situation from his point of view,

I have Jjust been informed that Mr. Shertok has a pr3551ng ‘appointment,
and I am afraid unless Mr. Francisco's questions are very brief we sghould
not detain Mr. Shertok any longer. :

Ir. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency for Palestine): I am terribly sorry. The
last thing I should wish is to appear disrespectful. I was under the
imﬁreséion that I would only malke a statement at this meeting, and T must
fly to Washington in about half an hour from now. If I could be excused at
‘this time and féturn any day that I may be wanted I shall be only too happy
to do so. ‘

- CHATRMAL: 'Ir. Shertok will now be excused, and the questioning will be
resunsd et a later date at which time Mr. Francisco can present his questions
” Mr. SHERTOK (Jswish Agency for Palestine): Thank you very much,

 Mr. Chairman. .
| At this point Mr. Shertolk and Mr. Than left the meetlng, and
discussion on this subject ended.

3. Continuation of the gencral discugsion on the statement by

Sir Alexander Cadopen with a view to the preparation of a list of

guestions to be put to him. . ‘ ‘
The CHATRMAN invited comments on Section IT of the prov351onal List

of questions prepared by the Secretariat dealing with the problem of
imnigration. ‘ ‘ ‘ ,
The opinion was expressed that many. of the questions might be redrafted

and couched in more diplomatic language.

/1t was proposed
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Tt vas proposed that the Commission’ &hould ask whetler the Mandatory
Power inténded to give priority to “the detainees'in‘dyprus in its immigration
poljcy It waé further observed that the Provisional Councils of Government
were to be graﬂbed authority over ‘matters of immigration.

The CHAIRMAN pointed -out that such an authority could be exercised only
after the establislment of the Provisional Councils and their successful
institution of effective control in the areas concerned.

The follow1ng questions on immigration were provisionally adopted
after a brief discussion: ‘

"What ave the plans of the Mandatory Power regarding immigration

': prior to the termination of the Manddte and particularly with respecth
“tb the present quota of 1,500 Jewish immigrants per month?"

"What are the plans of the Mandatory Power wlith regard to the
recommendation in paragraph A.2 of Part I of the Assembly's resolution
which reads as follows:

1The Mandatéry Power shall use 1ts best endeavours to ensure

‘that an area situated in the territory of the Jewish State,

ineluding a seaport and hinterland adequate to provide facilities

for a substantial immigration, shall be evacuated at the earliest

possible date and-in any event not later than 1 February o048,

"Would shins carrying unauthorized Jewish immigrants be prevented

' from going to Tel Aviv in the period between 1 February 1948 and the

termination-of the Mandate?"

'”“Doés the "Mandatory Power intend to transfer all Jewlsh immigrants
preseitly detained in Cyprus to Palestine? If so, when and under vhat
“conditions? - (Within the existiig quota or otherwise? If within the

"qno%d;*in‘vhat’proﬁbrtion?)”--

The CHATRMAN ‘proposed ’ that the Comnission proceed to examine Section I
of the list of questlons gubmitted by the Sdécretariat, dealing with security
problems '

' Draft questlons 1-and 2 were deleted.

Draft questlonu 3 and 4 were merged to read as follows:

"Has the Unlted Kingdom Government any mroposals to make to the
ComﬁissiOn with regard to the transfer of the Palestine Police Torce,
its stores and equipmenb?" r
Draft questlons and 6 vere merged to read as follows:

”In what manner does the United Kingdom Govermment propose to

'consult w1th the Comm1051on ds to the -time and nature of its evacuation

of each 1ocality in each area‘prmor“to'such\evacuaﬁlon? Does the United

. Kingdoh Govermment intend that an farea® occupled by British armed forces

should mean the actual locality in physical occupation?”
' [The words
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The. words. "to what extent aﬁdvsubjedtx%o what conditions, if any' were
. deleted fromgdraﬂtfquasﬁign‘7,;'Qu@stionf7 was thus modified to read g8, -
-follows:. ‘ D I , |
Mmat measures is the Mandatory Power, as the sole authority in -
o “palestine until the termination of the Mandate, prepared to take with
regard to the security of 'the Palestine Commigsion upon: its. arrival

in Palestine?" . |

Draft question 8 was modified to read as follows:

"hat are the plans of the United Kingdom Government vith regard
to the withdrawal of -the Arab Legion, the Transjordan Frontier Torce,
and British personnel of the Palestine Police Force? What disposition
is to be made and when, of the arms, equipment, stores, etc., Qf;the
Transjordan Frontier Force.and the Palestine Police Torcet"

.+ The words "in any way' were deleted from draft question 9, which vas
thus modified to read as follows:

"7i11l the Mandatory Power, prior to the termination of the Mandate,
be prepared to facilitate the work of the Commlssion respecting the
measures it may take to establish the armed militia for each State?"

On draft question 10 it was observed that the Mandatory Power had
already refused t6 permit measures envisaged in that question to be taken
before the texrmination of the Mandate.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the provision in paragraph 8, Section B of
Part I of the Assembly Resolution, which referred to security measures, had

- been intended not to be operated before the termination of the lMandate.
 The question was raised as to whether it was not the intention of the

provision-to pemmit the progressive assumption of responsibillity by the
Commission at the various stages of the withdrawal of the Mandatory Powsr.

Tt was proposed that the Commission should ask what the position of the
Mandatory Power was with repard to paragraph 8, Sectlon B of Part I of the
Resgolution of the General Assembly, | ‘

ATter a brief discussion, draft question 10 was modified to read as
follows:

+"What is the pOSLtLon of the United Tingdom Government WLLh regard
to paragraph & of Section B of Part I of . the Assembly’s resolution,
vhich reads as follows: o ;

*The Provisional Council of Government of eavh State shall,
within the shortest time possible, recruit an armed militia from
the residents. of that_Staﬁe, sufficient in number to maintain
internal-order and to prevent. frontier .clashes, .

.y Lo

/'This armed
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'This armed militia In each State shall, for operational
purposes, be under the comméhd of Jewish or Arab officers resident
in that Stalte, but general political and military control,; including
the choice of the militia's High Command, shall be exercised by the
Commisgion.'"

Following a brief discussion on draft questions 11, 12 and 13, it was
agreed to postpone thelr consideration to a later stage.

It was suggested that the Commission should ask whether the Mandatory
Power would be prepared to enter into consultation with the Commission at an
early date on the security requirements of the country in the light of the
experience of the Mandatory Power.

The CHAIRMAN observed that the position of the United Kingdom Government
in relation to the problem raised by draft question 1h was not clear. He
proposed that the Commission should ask vhether the Mandatory Power would
remain responsible for the maintenance of law and order and the essential
services in the areas which it might not evacuate immediately on the
termination of the Mandate.

Draft question 14 was modified to read as follows:

"Will the Mandatory Power continue to accept responsibility for

the maintenance of law and order and eggential public services in areas

from which its forces have been evacuated prior to the termination of

the Mandate?"

The meeting rose at 6.00 p.m.
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