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URITED WATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Communication from United Zingiom Delegation

Concerning Food Supplies for Jeruselem.

The following communication concerning the eupply of food for the
dewish Population of Jerusalem by means of convoys, hes been received fram

Mr. J. Fletcher-Cooke of the United Kingdom Dolegation,
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UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO TEE UNITED NATIONS

Empire State Bullding, Hew York 1,H.Y.

i

12th April oh8

My dear Bunche,
' 1 understand from reports which have/ appeared 1n. the press that

Mr. Moshe Bhertok, on benalf of the Jewish Agency, has eent a letter to the

Chalrmen of the Commission regarding the position of Jewieh food suppliae‘

for deruealem,

I have no§ recgived a report frcom the Govermment of Eales‘cine‘on this
\matter and should be grateful if you would bring the following information
| to the notice éf the Comisgion: 7

\(l) The maintsnance of food supplies for the Jewish population of Jerusslem
is largely a matter of ensuring free passage of traffic on the thirty-
seven kilometre stretch of the Jerusalem-Jaffs road betwsen latrun snd
Jerusalem. ‘

{2) Very early in the disturbances which have occurred in Paleastine since
29th Fovember, 1347, s,»tta;:ks on traffic using this rcad were made by
both Jews and Arabs. It is difficult to say who initlated these
attacks, but it 1is fairly certain that firing action was first taken
by 4bo Jews after their vehicles hed been stoned by Arabs in Remleh,

(3) The eituation then developed into & fight for control of thé roasd, The
Arabs, no doub£ in order to facilita.te action by thelr troops, withdrew
all their own vehicles fz:ogn the siretch of the roed in question and
were then secure in the knowledge that eny civilien traffic which they
cared to attack must be Jevish. ' -

(ﬁ) The Jews then appeslsd for mssistance. During December certain escorts
were provided by the Army and the Folice; but it became the Jewish practice
to produce at ths convoy rendezvous more vehicles than had been arralng'ad .

. for, with th; result that ‘t.he escort provided wes insufficient. The

“blems for this was laid by the Jews on the Governwent of Palestine.
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() It will be appreciatedﬁhat to ensure sbsolute Becurit.} on & ‘s‘tretch
of roed thirty-seven kilometres long winding through rough and hilly
country with ffeqhsnt staep‘gradiants and deey narrov end tortuous
deflles is a matter of extreme difficulty. It wag quickly found ‘
(indeed the secuiity forces hed A&J.vaye known) tﬁai 1t wae ussless to
rely on large cumbersome slow-moving convoys such as the Jews depended
upon and to which they resorted against all the s@vice of the securlty »
authoritiee, |

{6) Instead & system of standing and also highly mobile military and police
patrols vas instituted with the object of kzeping f.he whole road under
congtont surveyance, as a result of these meassures the situation im-
proved aAd traffic began to move more freely,

(7) Such Jevisb reversals os were then suffered were usually traceab's to
the employment by the Jews of lomg, elov columns of armoured and unarmoured
vebicles éimilar\to those refsxrred to above. v

(8) Mcanﬁhilé, efforte were made by the Govermment of Palsstine to persusde
the Arébs to allow Jewish food convoys to pess unhindred, pr;ovid.ed that,
nothing but food was carried; that Jewish accompsnying personnel vers
reduced to a minimum; and that the convoys were subject to search at
some solected  podnt,

(9) There were indications that the Arabs would be prepared to agres Lo some

| _such arrengsment, but suggested eolution was rejected in advance by a
Jewish Agmncy epokesmen, Moreover, the situation bad by this tims de-
veioped into a fight for various ventage pointe dominating the road. Tha
Arad attituﬁe stiffened, and recently Jewish aﬁtgcxé on Qestel village
further prejudiced the succese of these negotiations.

(io) It is ampha‘sized‘that officials of thelJevish mﬁional orgenizatioha

» made no reprerentations to the Goverrment of Palestine that the Jews
of Jerusalem are facing stervation. On the other hand, they have

alwvays alleged that they have plenty of stores and that the present
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stringency in the ‘evish ereas of Jerugalem isg &ue to careful and close
control and not tc real shortegs. All indicatlions, howsver, refute this
a;legation.

(ll) The Government of Palestine hae msde it clear that it will continue 4o
do all in its power to kesp the road open,

’ It is thus clear that the Jews, far from not being permitted to bring
.convoye through, ars being given avary posgibls assistance by tha Governmsnt
of FPelestlns snd the racurity forces to do eo. Such assiptance cannot, howaver,
be fully effective F

(a) without thc cooperation of the Jevish authorities, who havs made
no approach themselvee Lo the Goverrment of Palestine in this

motter and who appszar to prefer to act independently;

{b) 8o long as Jewish convoys carry stores other than food, thus
inviting Arad attack; :

(c) 1n view of the vulnerability of the road to Arad tactics.

’7 Two largs convoys have come through during the pest week, but thes pres=nt
gltuation looks liks developing into a genoral battle beiween Jews spd Arebe
for the command of the road, witt perhsps some thcusands engaged on ech side.
It 1e repo&ted that the Arabs are velng artiliery. |

During the twenty-four bours 9th-10th April, the rosds bet&egn Latrun
and Remleh, betwveen Jenin end Haifa snd between Jeniﬁ and Affula have bsen
blovn up at many polnts, so that the Jeruaalam-Latrun road is by no means
the only one involved in this general attack on road communicatione.

It should be empheeized again that the problem is not one of food
- shortege 1n Palectine as a vhole, The Government of Pelestine basg reported
that there is foo§ availsble in Palestine io maintain the nscessary supplles
for Jerusalem. The problem is sntirsly one of the.tranaport of this food
fron the ports to Jerusalem. B

It msy be edded that transport by rail to Jerusalem is ruled out becauss,

even 1f trains succeeded 1n,eecap1ngfhrab attacks or sabotage en route, the

rallvay statlon at Jerusalem 1s in a predominatoly Arab area, end the Arabs
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wou;LdTnot permit off-loading of food dasltined for the Jews, 4ny attempt
to do this would result in a msjor engegement. ‘

Every effort will bo made by the Govermment of Falestine, by -
appeals to the interested parties and by all<other poseible means ehould
‘those appsals subsequently fail, to ensure sdequate suppliee for Jerusalsm

until the termination of the Mendate.
Yours sincerely,

. J. Fletchsr-Cooks (signed)

Mr. Falph J. Bunche,

Principel Secretary to the United Hatione
Commission on Palestine, v

United Batlons, Iske Success, I.I,



