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UBITED BATICHS PALESTING CQISEISSIOR

Communication from the United Xingdom Dslegation
concerning a Spocial Emergency Security Force
for Jerusnlen,

The following communication, concerning the Commiselon's request to send
an official to Felestine for the purpose of rrelininary organization and
‘recruitment of Britich personnel for & Speclal Pmergency Security Force for
Jerusalem, has been received from Mr. J., Fletcher-Cooke of the United
Kinglom Delegation.,
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12th April 1948.
CONFIDEBTIAL

My dear Bunche,

You will remember tbat last week you asked ue to ascertain from Kis
Mn)esty's Government whether thsy would sgree to the Commission's proposal
to send an official to Palestine to proceed with the preliminary organiza-
tion and recruitment of British persomnmel for e Special Emergency Security
Force for Jerusalem to bs formed on & volunteer bazis.

2, His Majesty's Govermment have now agreed to this propoesl. on the
understending that the imposed force 1s not that to be appointed by the
Governor under the Jerusslem Stétut.e, but is a purely ad hoc smsrgency force
to te formed and peid for by the Commission to maintain security in Jerusalem
during the interim period after the 15th May. It le understood that the
Commiesion fully eppreciste that there can bs no queption of the proposed
force coming into being before the 15th May.
| 3. 1 mey edd, for the information of ‘tha Comminsion, that steps are being
taken by the Government of Palestins to escertain the numbesrs apd ranks of
British police whd would vcivnteer for sarvices with this apociel force on
terms not leae favorable than their existing terms of service. This
Anformation will take e week or two to collect, MIcuMh in view of the
difficulties of communication in Palestire. The Govermment of Pal&atine
have pointed out t.hat at this late hour & number of police, who would have
volunteered. some time ego, have had to accept other opportunities of
employment in tke abgence of the request which has now been made, so that

the nml/:ers Presenting themselves as volunteers may be emall,
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L, The Government of Palestine have added that they will give every
possibie facility to any representetive which the . Commission mey send to
Palestine for this purpose but they point out that they will not be able
to dsaiet any such representative to travel arcund the eountxy which
conditions in Palestine will Probebly preclude,

Youra sincersly,

/e/ J. Fletcher-Cooke

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche,

Frincipel Secretary to the United
Hatlons Palestine Commission

United Eations,

Lake Success, 1.Y,
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