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UNITED NATIONS PALFSTINE COMMISSION
Communication Receired from United Kingdon

Delegation Concerning Food Supplieg for
Palestine after 15 May

-~

The following communication, Aconcerning food supplies for Palestine

after 15 May, has been received from Mr. Fletcher-Cooke of the United Kingdom
Delegat:lon_.
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UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS
Empire State Building
Few York 1, N. Y.
CONFIDENTIAL - 17th April, 1948.

My deer Bunche,

i

Mey I refer you to your letter of the 13th April on the subject of Food
Supplies for Palestine. ‘ -

2,  The Commisslon's views as set out in that letter have been commmicated
to His Majesty's Government but in the meanvhile I have received certain infor-
mation from Jerusalem relating to the measures which have been taken locally as’
ragarde the ilssue of import licences to privete mortez:s. This ﬁromation is
as follows:- - .

(1) On the 10th April, import licences were issued by the Food COnt‘Z‘Oliﬁi‘." :

in Palestine for food requirements for two months after the 15th May, a5 follows:-
(2} To Steel Brothers for the Ared sector :
14,300 toné Australian vheat flour
2,400 tons Britiah refined sugar
125 tone Australien canned mesat.
(b) To the Jewilsh Agency for the Jewish sector :
11,700 tons Australien wheat flour ~
1,800 tons British refined sugar :
125 tons canned Kosher meat
400 tons frozen meat

_(2) The licences to Steel Brothers were imgued on behalf of the Arab
Chazbers of Commerce.

(3) As regards the Jewish Agency, it is understood that 1t is thetr
inteantion to entruwst the purchese snd impprte.tion of these food supplier ts
Stesl Brothers.

(4) -It ie aleo understood that Steel Brothers are advancing 80% of the
coet of thgao imports and that the Arads and the Jews are providing the balauce
of 20%.

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche,
Princiapl Secretary to the United Nations

- Palestine Commission,
United Nations, Lake Suocess.
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3. Subsequent information which has been recelved from His Majesty's Govermzent
i8 es follows:-
(1) As regards vheat flour, the Ministry of Food will supply ageinst a
confirmed irrevocable credit to be pcrovided by .Steel Brothers in Loudon. \ -

(2) 4s regarde canned end frozen moat, 1t 1s wot possible for procurement

from Australia to be authorised but the Ministry of Food will edvige Steel Brothers'
rep‘raﬁenthtim in London of an alternative source of supply on t.hp agsumption that
‘ s{;eel Brothers will be regponsible for settling ths cost direct. As 1t 1w prbbgsbie
that this —nource will be & hard currency country, it will be made clear “?;o Steol
Brothers that hard currency requirements in respect of imports f'or the Jewlah
sbctor will have to be provided 1n toto toto from Jevigh dollar resources. Herd curreacy
in regpect of eseential fmports ror the Arad sector will be made available by the
Controller of Forelgn Exchange in Palestine. 7

(3)  As regards sugar, the Ministry of Food have enquired of the Government
of Pelestine why these additional emounts are required and have pointed out that
any such m@ts 80 nay 'bav agreed to will have to be pald for in dollars, though
in sccordsnce with the normal arrangements, dollars will be made amvailsbls by the
Controller of Forelgn Exchangs in Palestine in respect of any amount required b;'{
the Arad sector. |

(%) Ao regards oils and o1l seeds, certain proposals hsve been made 4y the 4

Government of Palestine but no final decision has been reached and discussions are
st1ll proceeding with the Ministry of Food. '

(5) His Majesty's Govermment have also agreed that edditlonal steriing
releases vill, if necessary be approved 1n respect of eny sterling expenditure
incwrred in respect of imports agreed to above, if the releases already epproved
should prove imsufficient.

. Yours aincerel:"

( signed) J. FLETCHER-COOKE
(3. Fletcher-Cooke)
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