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UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMVISSION f

Communication Received from United Kingdom
Delegation Directive for General Officer
Commanding, Palestine

The following communication, enclosing a copy of the
Nirective to be issued to the Ceneral Officer Comranding, Palestine,

has been received from Mr. FletcheraCooke of the United Kingdom

Delegation.



. CONFIDERTIAL

UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED BATIOHS
-Bupire State Building Hew York 1, H.Y.
21st April, 1948,
CORFIDERTIAL

Hy dear Bunche,
| Mag I refor you to peragraph 3 of my letter of the 17th April, in which
reference vas made to the text of the Dircctive to be issued to the General
O0fficer Commanding, Falestine, |

2. I ncm enclose for the information of the Commiseion a copy of
thise Directive, the text of which will be placed in the Libraries of the
Bouses of Perlisment in Iondon at 12 noon, British Smr Time, on Wadnesda,y,
21st April, ‘

/

Yours sincerely,

N

John Fletcher-Cooke (éignod)

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche,

Principal Becretary to the United Eations
Commission on Palestine,

United Eations, lake Snccsss.



DIRECTIVE BY EIS MAJESTY'S GOVERIMENT FOR
GERKRAL QFFICER COMMASDING BRITISH TROOPS
IN PALESTINE \
Feriod Covered by Directive ~ - ,

’Ihis Directive will come into force on the relingquishment of 3_15 Mo Joaty'e .
Government of the Britlsh Mandate for Palestine, end will operate until the
evacuation of Dritish forces from Palestine is complsted,

.m :
2. ' In accordahce with directives lssued by the Commander-in.Chief, Middle
Eé.at Iand Forces, you will be responsible; -

{(2) for the orderly evacuation of our forces, ,

(b) for the mcuatién. Stores will be ecacuated up to the latest
poselble momsnt and to t“.ho grestest extent that circumstances
permit., TYou will ensure th=at ao wea.pomk or ammnltion ars
abandoned in Palestine in sarviceable or repaireble candition,

Tovers

| 3. During the périod covered by this Directive the basis of the paweré which
you mey exercise will be that you are the Commander of a military force in
cceupation of foreign territory. |

You have overriding military jJurisdiction in certain aress, specified by
F youraelv, from tire to time, which will overrids all other lav and authority in
these areas. In theee areas you have the power to exercise complete control in
ell matters including lav and order, requisitioning control of transportation,
and g0 on, but should exercies it only insofer as it is essential for tha
protection of our forces and for tho orderly progress of the evacuation,

So long as the conditions allow you will ensure the orderly evacustion
‘of Royal Nevy and Royal Air Force personnel and stores by mesns of close ca-
operation with Commodore, Palestine, and the Air Officer Comand_iﬁg, Levant,
&hould 1t be neceésary to use Royal Mavy and Royal Air Force personnel to assist

_1nf raintaining lav and order, you will suthoriee these officers to act on your

_ bebalf. If you consider a state of emergency has arleen, you have the pover,
aftor 1nfo:m1ng the other two Eervice Conmanders, to aseums command of all
Service porsonnal in Palestine.
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b.  You may extend or de&eaaa et your discretion the areas in which you wieh
‘ to exercise your overring military Jurisdiction, |

5.‘ You will exercise your overring Jurisdiction, and specify the areas in
which you wish to exercise it, by the issue of proclamations.

Proclamations

6.  TYou should imediately on the relinquishment of the Mandate 1ssue.
proclamations etating your overriding military jurisdiction and tho ereas in
which 1t 18 to run, incluling territorial waters where relsvant; warning the
civil populatian to abetain from actlons calculated to interfers with the

. progress of the evacuation, and stating that such actions will be punishable

| by the military authorities; specifying the offences which will be triable

by the military authorities; and setting up courte in which those offences wi;l

be tried.

Responaibilities other than the conduct of the Evacuation

7. You have no responsibility for the preservation of lew and order in any part.
~of Palest;ne except a8 required by you for the protection of cur forces and for
the pm-poaﬁ of evacuation. You ehould, however, f.a.ke ’vhat'efer eteps may be
Ipozil‘:lo,/ end in keeping with your maln responsiblilities under this Directive, to
protect the lives of Britieh aubjects in the ereas in which your troops are
_located,

8. It is no pe.rt of your duty to undertake any administration for any part
~ of Palestine except insofar =s this 1s essemtlal in order satisfactorily to
achieve your object. You will, hovéver, conduct the svacuation with due régard
to the welfare of the ciuliaﬁ 'populavtion end the economy of the country.
9. All expsnditure on civil adminietration of the mress wnder your control should
be met by whatever civil authorities are functioning in the areas.
10. You vill allow such civil authority as may be effective in any areas, and
which apart from your nilitary occupati;:n would be the civil authority af that
area to operates to the greatest extent poseidble, and you should interfere only
when necessary to achieve your cbject.
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Relations with other authorities

1l. Assuming that the United laticng' Commigsion is established in Palestine
at the time of the relinguishment of the Mandate you should deal with the
Comiseion as the authority sdministering Paieatzne. If a United Nations'
Cazmission is not established, further instructions will be sent to you in
regard to the Jewish and Arad Aauthorities with vhom you -hotgld' déal.
12, You will be assisted in such deelings by a political adviser to be -
seconded by the Foreign Office, . ‘
13. In each of the contingsncies mentioned in paregraph 11 abofe you are also
authorized to deal dirsct with local euthorities and municipal bodies insofer
as ’nay be éxpedient.
Imntgration
1k, You have no responsibility for the control) of immigration into Palsstine
as a whols, You bave, however, authority to control the movement of 1m3.gmn1;s
into or through the areas in which you gre exercising military gnthority 8%
any time, insofer as you consider 1t expedient, for the protection of our

forces and for the orderly progress of the evacustion.

(signed) E. SHINWELL
. Secretary of St;ate‘ for War
The War Office,
1st April, 1948,




