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URITLD NATIONS PAJLISTINE COMMISSION

Commmication Received from United Kingdom
Delegation Concerning Palastine Passports

The following communication, concernin; the holding and u

qe

of Falestine Passports, has been received from ¥r, Fletzher-Coole

of the United Kingdom Delegation,
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UNITED KINGDQM DELEGATION TC TEE UNITED NATIONS
fuplirve State Bullding, New York 1, N.Y.

TOWFIDENTIAL sth May, 1348

My dear Bunche,

Tou will remqﬁber that Federspisel, on behalf of the Comnission, receotly out
forward orally certain proposals ss regarde the future positlon of holders of
Palestine FPessports, These proposals were
(a) That the Secretary-General should circulariss all Msmber Nstisans evagnnting
that Falestine Passports, etc. saould be regarded as valid travel documents hebwaen

15th May and let October, 1948, including euch Falestine Passports, etc. as hav

<.}

zlready sxpired or will expire during that period;
(b} that the Secretary-General in his eircular should sadd that the holding and use
of' such Passports would not entitle the holder to any eseistance shrosd by Hie
Maseepy’s rspreseatativas,
“?. These proposals wers discuseced with reprosentatives of the Pesmport Cortrel
“fiice and the Consulate-General here and were then forwarded to Hig Yo leuty e
Govertment ,
3. I have now rsceived the views of His Majmsty's Govermment on thesa propossls
and the position ie aa followe: - |
{4} His Majasty's Government have no objaction to the prapossl thet the
Secretary-General should circularise sll Member Fatloas in thie meiter
but they enggest that the terms of the circular should be se rollows: -
"Palestine Passports and travelling and identity documents issucc in
Jerusalem should, for the purposes of travel and identificeticn, be
treated as valid documents after the 15th May;IQhS, wtil arrangenmenta
heve been made by the competent authorities for the issue of new

Peaaports.”

- P, Ralph J. Bunche,
‘Principal Secretary to the United Hations
Palestine Commilseion
United Nations, Lake Succees
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{11) His Msjesty's Government do not consider that there should be any raierenco
in this ciroulsr to Passporte snd travelling and identity docwmenta which
have already expired or will oxpiro‘aftcr the 15th May,lohd., Toey wend
prefer to leave this problem to be solvéd as circumstaznces parmit sad ou
the merits of each cage.

(111) As regerde the suggestion that the Secrstary-General in hils circuin

b

should include 2 statement that the holding and uese of these Feeppories
and documents would not entitle the holder te any ascistence shroad by
His Majesty's representatives, His Majesty's Govermmenmt consider tast
this statement, if made at all, should be made by His Hejsrty's Covarnment .
Bis MajJesty's Government consider, however, that 1t is quite clesr and
should be emphasized that the legal responsibility of His Majesty s
Government for Falestiniane ended on 15th Msy,1948.

4, 1 anm sending copies of this letter to the Paesport Control Officer sra iis

Britarnic Hajesty's Consul General here.

Yours sincerely,

J.Flotcher-Cooke (signed)



