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U2ZITED BATIOES PAIZSTINE COUMCIL

Cammmication Recedved from Mr, Fletcher=Cooke of the

-United Kingdom Dalegation enclosing, for the Informa.-
tion of the Commission, Text of an Amnouncement to
be mede in Jerusalew on Wednseday, 18 Fabruary 1948

A

’

The folloving commumication, enclosing the text of an snnouncement -
relating to the payment of { P3u0,0u0 to the Bupreme Moslem Council, han
beer recelvsd from ¥r. Fletcher-Cooke of the United Kingdom Delegation
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UXTTED KIEGD(M IRIDGATION TO THE UNITED RATIOHS
. © Emplre State Duilding
. New York 1, A.X,

17th February, 1948,

Doar Bunchs; \

X have been asked to bring to the notice of the Cormission the text
of an announcement which will be released in J&nmlm at 3,0 p.m. (Pelestine
time) on Wedneseday, 18tk Februery. Ae you will see, it relates to & payment
of EP30u,000 to the Suprem ¥oslsm Council, |

Yours sincerely,

'J. Fletcher-Cocke (sigped)

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche,

Principel Secreta.ry to the nited Hntions
Coxmisslon on Palestine,

United Haticms,

lake Success.
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COFY OF PRESS REIZAGE - TO EE USED .
IR JYRUBALEM AT 3.0 p.m, OF WEDNESDAY, 18th FEBRUARY

(Hot to be published before 9.0 a.m, New York
Time on Wednesday, 18th Fobmry)

The Goveriment of Palestime anmounces that negotiations with the
Supreme Moslem Council in commection with their clsim for the revision,
* with effect rm 1942, of the agreement governing ennual payments in
lieu of tith.cs hate recently been brought to & conclusion and authority
bas boen given for the payment of the arresrs due. .
2. It will be recalled that emong the steps taken to replace tithes by
2 more modern system of fazation (including the enactment of & Rural
"~ Property Tax Qrdinaﬁce in 1935) wap en agreement between the Govezmentﬁ of
Palestine and the Supreme Moslem Council vhereby the latter received an amnual
paymt of ¥F30,000 in lieu of those tithes which were sesigbed to AWQAF under
the administration of the Council. |
3. In 1934, 2 second agresment was councluded undler which it ivavs mutually .
n.greoci that the annuwal rate of peyment ehould be rooonsid.er;d 1f the sverage -
amnual value of the rroduce of thosa\ lends on which uaim tithes had been
yayable eshould incresee or decrease, The relevant clauss in the sgreement
provided that revision should be considered first in respect of the period
commencing on the lst Januasry, 1942, and thereafter every seven yem.
k, The Snprm Noslem Council raised this matter with the Govorxment of
Pelestine in 1942 But egreed not Yo press its claim for en upward revieion of
the annual mt at a time when the war offoﬁt required the uwndivided attention
of all sections of the commnity. As 8 result of this, negotimtions were not
opened until 1945, A
5.  The Govermment of Palsstire vas prepered to admit that s substential up-
vard revision of this annual payment was Justified in view of the considerable
+ increases in agricultural prices ard production which had taken place between

1934 and 1942, but lengthy diecussions were necessary before agreement could
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be reachad as {0 the method by which the value of these incresses could be |
eptimated and its exact monstery value determined, Az a result of theee
uacﬁssm’as, an a.gr.oement- batween the Supreme Moslem coﬁncil end ths Govera.
ment of Palestine was signed on 1uth Jemuery, 1948, under which it vas egreed
that the amual payment for the esvem financial years 19k2/L43 to 19h7/48 shoula
he increased to £rP80,000, end the 'necesam'financial proyiaion has nov been |
approved. |
) 6 Steps are bsiné teken to diecharge the Govermment of Palestins's con-
tractual obligations in this m atter and to pay to the Supreme Noslem Council
arrears of IP300,000 due in respect of the six financlal years 1942/43 to |
1946/k7. The Government of Palestine has sgreed to pay thess exrears in cne
ingtalment in view of the dohy 1which has already occurred and having ragard
to the pressing nsed for expsmditure in connection with the maintenance of
va.z;ioua institutions nml for other religious purposes to which ths t’und.ﬁ at
the dispcﬁal of the Council are dedicated. In particular, the sum now to be
paid will assist the Council to face the very considerable expenditure required
for the maintemance of religious buildings, which 1s én eftermath of the
shortage of fuads, lsbour, and building msterials ,ﬂufing the war yeers. Among
the projects which the Councll ncw hme in hand ere extensive repaire to the
~ Dome of the Bock and other relgious buildings, in accordance with recommendations
conteined in reports which have besn prepared by oxpérte. The money will slso
be spent on the conversion of certein buildings in Jeffa (the property of the
Supreme Mozlem Council) =0 as to ensble them to earn revenue for current
nesds, and also on the provieion of & rew Moslem orphsnage more lﬁitable then
the existing oms in the O}.d City., A
;T . rletche:-Cooke (siéned)

17th Februery, 1gh8.



