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| BOMIC REZORT EQU7 - TROMEER. IOUT
1. FOOD SURPLX B

¥inter Cxope

Jovish farmeye in ibs morth cowsd their winiter crops following & wet
spoll st the end of Hovouber., Teownrds the end of the month of &ry westher
- thet followed, the sesilings ware .suffering seversly. In the Haifa ené
Galilee dlotricte 1% wes osilmated that somo 40,000 dunams of vheat, barley |
end hay crops hed failed complotely, and the survival of the rest of the plenteld
arca dopended on rain falling in a matter of days, Bven given adequate rain,

‘the question of sved euppliss to re-~soy the siricken srea will be extrezaly
difficult, . :

Generslly speaking, the Arab farmsys delayed thelir sowing wntil the ,

" homvier roin £all towards the end of December, In the central hil) region a
tmaller sres than usual was eown ‘Afir (before tho rains) sod this culture

€14 not suffer to iho sanme oxtent as the rain-govn orop in’ the mortd. In the

811l -region the difficulty is that by reason of thw chort rainfell, the

herdasss of the seil, the wesknens of the ploughing mnimeis and the stortegs

of good sesd, consldermble avezs of the eagiern foothills may remain unpowm,

If tho late rainfell is sufficlent, these ereas will be planted to sumer crops,

In the comtrast to last year, the Amportant cereml arss in ths Caza
district 1z the most promising for 1948, Tho rains come Just in tins, and
have so faxr been Just eufficisnt to kesp the erops growing mormslly. If this
bappy sinte of affairs continues, the Pecrsbebs srop mey compimpate for what
appears to de en imevitable loss of yleld in the morth,

Potatoes

2,  The sutumn crop was eatisfactory; ylelds aversged 12 tous por dunon end
thy retall yrice was 40 mils per kp. o , -

_ The wiater orop is being plsnted, Suppliss of United Eingdom seed

potatoas were ealy about ors-thlrd of the total regnivements; the rezaining
demand 48 belng met ne far os poseidlo by Smports of less satisfactory soed
frea Danmexk apd Eolland, and of ecas 500 tens from Caneds.

Preparations are in hend for the gmlmp{ . C

A
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Yeogotablea end Fruits

3. Hinter vegetables aro in ebundant supply ond pricee are satisfactory to
the grovers, The hills end ccastel plain produce cauliflowers, cibbeges,

- spiumeh, snd root cxops such 28 cArrots, beets, and twaips. Frem the Jordsn
Velloy comes the main supply of wintor tomatoes, esg-plants snd peppers.

. ‘Catons, garldc, pees, end trond beans. are being plsated.

, Ampis enpplies of good quality benanss ave reaching moet marksts; the
average roteil price fell fyem 75 to 60 mills per kg.

‘Supplisa of fresh fxult and vogstablss €o not appser to be sdversely
affected by tio import restricticns. Howsyer, on aceomt of the disturdances the
Jowish and Arad narksts have become mz;l@teiy soparated with e marked docresso
in the avellebllity ond incresse in prices on the former end a reverss effoot
on the lakter, ' : :

- Todaeco

4, The satinfactory dispossl of stocks of locsl tobacco hes Juetified an
inorenss of 50 por cent in ths eraa to be licemred for tobaceo growing during .
198, The total mrsm to bhe Licensed 1z 13,500 Sunams, and of thim, 13000 dwanms
vill be allocated to the northern vegiom, -

Yivestock , ‘ !

Se At the Depluming of the month, with the onsot of the preseat disturbances,
the flow of smnggled cattle frum Syria to Haliea and othor market centres in
Palgatine was interrupted. The ensuinmg shortage of cattlo forced livestock
pricen uwp, nzceazitating the reising of maximem rsteil prices for beef by 80 mile
per Xg. - Bvbeeguent developments affected elec the evpply of stock frem Irag,
resulting in a gensyal shortags of cattle and exorbitant beef prices, Follos

the advico of the Htonding Comaltise on Meat, the Food Controller das prohibitsd
the slavghter of tatilo and sals of bsef and verl, except to hoepitzle, ne from
ths end of the »omth wntil fuwrther zetice, o

m firet shipmns of {rozen Poof from Demmark mrrived, but has not yot:
boen marketed, Ths lmport of shesp and goets hes also fellom off, and rotail
~ prices for muttom have imcreassd im mccordsnce with the chort eupply. )

mmem%

6.  Irrigated crops of Bersem musgwi eve Jislding heevily, but wn-lrrigated
fodder crope exe poor, In parts of the north rein.scwn Eerssem and mangolie are
eipectel to be & total foilure. ‘ .

ERatural grazing 1s still very scomty throughout the country, The growth
that etartod after tho Hovember rains wao econ grazed off, end further growth
was retarded by the ensulng Grought. Ismbing and k1dding have begun, but both
mothers end young aro in poor coniitionm, ' . o

Zoultry

. . ° : . / ) .
Te ~ The irfuntry iz etlll) bsmporcd by the chortass and ths high cost ef fe2ding.
stutfe. Jgz produstion, end the price of eggm and the tabls pounltry, Bave
remained high ozeapt in Arab sxems, .

FPishiories

8. o totel welght of flsh landed during Ecvmber vas 290 tems cumpsved with
326 tonn in Ogtobor. Thie total wes mnde up of 166 tone from the sen, 19 tons
frem the lakes, end 103 tone fwom £lch ponde, o S
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Standard Flove | |

‘9 As 1n the provions month Palostine Standard Flour wes rroduced from

- whent, the only cetesl availeble, milled to 90f. A shimment of Argentine bvavley
arrived towards the end of the momth snd = wixture of barley flowr will be re-
sumed ia Jemuory. ‘ . .

Daivy Produse )

10,  Ssendned increses ia milk production in the Jewish sector continues
aifficuitios of tyamsport owing to the disturbences have remflered it impossidle
o malintals full milk suppliesz in the towne, partioulsarly in Jerusslem, It is
anticipated thet the supply of oriental milk producis will be below averags

during 1048, Emall sasigrmente of timaed milk romchod Palestine from Hollend
exd Demmnvls.

. The bolenge of the IOLT guota of butter ls Gne to arrive ot Haifa in the
middls of Jammary. Orders are bolng placeld for the firet portlon of the 10k8
qwta of butter avd choese. ' :

Cil Beeds

| L. Hargarize production rose elighily %o k50 tons end £onp pmﬁnotion vas
ralntalved wchanged et 500 tons, ' ’

Svga

12, ' In vier of the Aifficwlitlies at prescat proveiling In Palestine, 1t was
decdded to lssue evger alloeaticuws to industyy for Jezmary, Februsry, end March,
1048, in edvemco, Imgmes will be of raw suger ms mtocks of white sugsr kave
been exhnunted. . : . o o

Considerabls A1fficnlly 4o being expsrisnced ot prosent Yy the menufactorers
ef aleskol and yenst in chbinining eupplics of molasses Trom Faypt and in order
to crsmre condlmully of produstion it koo down decided to isswo o quentity of -
sugar evesplngs, sicquate quantities bolng available, - IR oo

~ Cocos Beana

13. e Cosom end Spices Committes of the Internatiomal Imergency Food
Council kave agresd to grars Palectine 2a ellocstion of 200 tons ‘cQeos. beans
from Frgnich West Africa bLut as euppliers eve insisting on pogmont in hord
ewrrency, accepiance ie depemfent oo further nogotlation. L :

Prican of Croin ool Foldery

A,  In addition %o the boaxling of focdstuffs me & conseguence of eccurity
conditions, ihe December drought wae respomsible for & furiber rise in the alreeldy
very high prisos of grala end fodder. The dcmend for sesd grain to re-sow the
fallsd areas was not enticlpated, ard farmers normslly expect that matural
herbmge wAll veploce the noed for some fodder wsupplies by Dacembesr,

The aversgs Ancrensos in the wholésale price of the primcipal graine sad
mng,mggg_auring &@cgmbsr ¥ere as follows: - :

Fheat frem LP 80 %o 1P 90 por tom
Rarley frem IP 52 to IP 55 per tom
Co Hillet from IP 50 to LP 58 per tom .
: Pulses frem LP 7 to 12 %0 por tom
- Bram frem LP 30 %o IP 33 per ton
Bey “from IR 25 to I2 274 per ten '
B¢ray . Trem IP 24 %o IR 25 per ton
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The price of whoat and barley at the end of 1947 was 100 per ceat highsr
thap at the end of 1946, Tho price of stzew in Duscember 1947 was ebout four
times the m:ma; figore, L ‘

IXI., CITEUS

, 15.- The songon’s experts up to Decezder 3lst totalled Just vmnder h”auum
- ecages, of which semo 3.3 sullien cases went to the United Kimglom. The export-

target was 4i million cmeos by tho end of 19h7, but tho disturbemces and the
nen-217ivel of vessols Yo mohofuls haspered the oxport progremme, Export com-
tinued from ell three ports, with cmly slight intorfsrence due to rongh weather,
During tho second kalf of 2o month Potak Tigva railwasy station was closed oving
%o the distwbonces. . ’

Approximately & thousand cases of fruit psr day were rejectod by the
ingpestion service at the ports, principnlly or ascomnt of lack of care by the
Plcking sad packimg terme. Reporis of cut-tura om exrival have showm a gradusl
dsteriorntion as the sonson prococis, but this should bo chocked by tho use of
Gl-phanyl vreps (frem abows mid-Dossuber Dy meny exporters) amd of the aitrogsa
trichloride plsuts. Heavy washago figures, (ze Righ me 50 per ceat In some emall
consigments ), have an esversl occasicas thie geason has besd the reeult of
packing frui% from old, discase-infocted groves, or from groves which owing
to eoi) gonditisms prodnce frudt of “weak® shipping gquality. These losses

‘could Bave bewn reduced comciderably by improved methods of picking, wilting,

selesting and packing; e=d by the use of di-phenyl wrapes, Ritrogen trichloride
gansing, o3d other evalilable modera methods of Druid a.:_smxmm end protectiiom.

Ia gemowrsl, hevoTer, envgoss sre turalag ont with well wader 10 per cemt
over-all wactage, sed the Frult Inspoction Service is now enforcing ths use of
diephenyl wraps in all instances shevs “wyok” frult has besn rejested for ro-
gelzction ot the porte : : ~ ' : N

Fifteen nitrogon trichloride gemarating mits were ia uge during the
greater pert of Dacembor Ly the lavger co-oporative exporting organieations.
Theeo vwmits wore installed at the yellusy statiome et Rehovot, Petah Tigva,

Bedera sod Binysmiva, azd et Heife end Tol Aviv ports. Additions) installaticms

&t aoms of these pointe,“snd at Jaffs port, eve almopt ocmplated and & tatal of

/30 wnits (vith a capaclity of some 200,000 c2oes of citrue eack 2 bours) will,

1t is hoped, bo 4n ume before the emd of Janwary, In gédition, & complets -
FEroglex”™ packing plantffor the bovsx disinfection, oleaning, drying, waxing

exi elzlng of clirus ic mow in use by & private fim, This Plant has & -
capacity of 1,000 csses par day. o " T

III. IABOTR

16, One strike of sbort duratiom ceme to notice during December, 1947.

© Tho mumber of vnamployed or waderezployed workers registered with the
CGaneral Jevich Lobour Rzchenge dwring Fovenmber, 1947, ves practically the same

as in the yreceodirg momth, (2,300 wholly vnemployed Jewish vorkers at emd of
Bovenber), althovg) the average deily rogistration of epplicents in Eovember

‘was someviat lover then dn Cctober.

 The return of ths Employmemt Regieter for ex-psrvicemea sand womsa in
respect of Eovember,1947, sivwed a dscromse in the muvmbder of epplicants om

- tha ‘live’ reglster, from 980 in Octobor to 659 in Fovember, Placaments of ex-

sgrvicenen i parmesnent sad Yeaporary Jobw &uwring Fovember were also higher .-
than ia the yreceding meath, , o . .
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IV, INDUSTEY AMD COBMTERCE

Genarel Industrinl sad Commercial Position
¥

17. The disturbed stets of the country besd repercussions on its economic life,

In tho Tel-Aviv..Fotah Tigva area it resulted ealy in e gsneral slowing down, _
bdutdn g len and the swrouniling evea 1t entirely-dislocated and bdrought to
- @ gtandetill all ezfarnal economic activities; decause of & general-reluctamce -,
- to uss s rosde, Jerueslem lad; very little contact with ibe otler parte of the
- ovtmtry. Halfs, also, vas considsrebly affected by the disturbemces. Importers _

ers wnvilling to take the risk of clsaring goofs axd there is comsiderabls

congention 1a the eheds and gtores in tho port eves, end delay in the unlosding

of lhipﬂ- X . A ‘ '

While Fovember was cheracterized by & very low wmemployment figure, the
awmber of wnemployed roze in Deccmbor, Thie was meinly dus to the slowing-down
of tulldlag activities which wore adverssly effected by difficulties in the
supply of row materizls, A amber of other hranches of industry, such as the
textils £ud food Indusiries, aleo bed to dismiss eoms of their workers. There
is, howaver, full employment in the metsl industry. S :

. Tho gmueral wneasiness resulting from the disturdamces has also hed its
effect en Intersal camssrse, thers having been a comsideradble reduction hoth
in wholssale and retail trensactions, o= ths reduced turmover is carryimg -
in ite waks the leck of liquid fumds, S o _

The businees ccoammity, hovever, rsaliziag that the pressat d1fficult
spell ey bo of lomger amtion iz conslderisg wvays end meang of overcoming
these Gifficultios, ° :

Toxtiles -

18. The textile treds emd industry were labowring wader the double dissdventage
of disturbances and an wausvelly mild wiater. - ‘ . - ’

.. The recomt aunouncament of the Egyptian Covermment bamming \a.]_.l_,:’o"::poi'ta':to;
Palenting, oxcept wader spoclal licemcos %o cover Arab requirenants, wvas the
cauad of gome comcerm to the Jowish spizaing induetry which, a$ prosemnt, opsrates

34,000 out of the comntry’s 50,200 epindles. The mor? importent opiumars are,

‘howover, alraady taking steps to overcome this difficulty.

‘ Tho weaving industry, for vhich & good ssssch hed been saticipated, was
obliged to dacremse 1ts pro@uction amd tho mmking.yp industyy, whick is usually -
vezy busy uati) the cnd of Dacember, hed to slow down at the emd of Hovember,

- for lack of tuyers .  of thelr producte. IT scens that e comsiderable portiom
of the goods produced for eals during this winter seeson will bave to be loft
ovex for roxt winter ia cpite of tho faet that "end of esasca™ eales wers

- inmugurnted Al en eerlier date than weval.

The knitting indvetry 1s still working to capacity except for the mamu~
feoture of artificlel eilk stockings which is facimg serious competition from .
. the Kylon stockirg, T _ ' s
. The "Malay” Palestime Textils Distributicn Contre waich was recently
eatablished aud comprises 1B %axtils producers placed ordere with the member
" firme for 1,200,000 motres of cotior, woolen, and eilk plece goods.

- . 19, Hith the doterioratiom of the pecurity posttion, the handling of the dlamonds
by the Post Office had %o be diascontinued. In order to overcome these difficulties
arrappements were »ode for the despatch and transpert of diesmonds by private ,
eiriines. Choss ausaugenanis hove, huwever, vie Siesdvenisge of isiresaming the -
25 <2 tramsport snd insurance, ,



" GOPY/kn
-a8 ¥ebtrpary 10k8 8=

" The supply position of rovgh dlmmnde i conaidered eatisfactory, there
bolng enough yovghs ix the couniry to cover the needs of the imduetry for
tires mamthe,

Citrns-By-Products

20, Mooers. Prinsn 148. commenced during the second half of December the
Production of pasteurired citrus Julces, scwe of which have alrealy been
exportsd to the U.K.MNoasrs. Yakiin and Achdot Yascov commenced the production
of conoentrates, wviilst N¥asers. Rimon, Jaf-Ors, Assis and Cat Rimom are short
to commenco production. Wien the other factories, which are still “"working-in®
their nev machingry, will have started production ok & larger scale 1t is
anticipated thet 11 entexprises will be pwoducing citrus by-products for export.

Motal Senitary ¥are

‘el. An egroement was reached, after negotiations extendinmg over several months,
botwesn the importors of ssnitary metal wars and the metal section of the
Mexmfacturers' fAssociztion. This egresment, which is intended to regulate im-
ports and to protect the locel induatry, preciundes the importation of such
goods for ths uss of the Jowiszh earket end places an obligation on the memu~
fectvrezs to maxket tholr goods et pricas which Zust not expeed those of the
importod equivalents by moro than 15-20F. The agreement covers, water tanks,

Rickel and chrems-plated syphoms, sinks, wash baning, beth tubs, pipes, fittings,etc.

Matorisls . -

22. ‘The. Icems MandelbMt ItG. ertificial marble amd brick works in Haifs Bay
- are nov bteing opermted, under contrast by Mesars. Solel Bomch, the largest users
- dn Palestize of buildiag materiale, :

. ST . . .v ) |

23, The chamical plant et Kiryat Arich has, after soveral months of enforced
3dleness, nov remmed produstion at & rate of 1200 tons of phoaphate per month.
The supsrphosphats works at Bat Shlomo have aleo started rofunction, but thelr
montbly output, so far, reaches caly 200 toms per momth. There are only small
stocks of imported phosphate in the cowmtry. The price of the imported materisl
is £2.13. per ton whilst the locally memufectured product mow smells at EP1h,.500

Elsctrical Aggiimma , _ o
2k, Teste medo Ly tho Standard Isstitutos shov that locally memufactured
elsctrical appliances axe satisfactory.

Ehetticig

25. Thke price of electricity as supplied to the Jerusalem eres by the Jerusslem -
Electric and Fublic Bervice Corporatiocn har boen incressed decause, on existing
tarifls, tho corpormtion cemmot meet incressing costs of materials amd labour snd
aljust ita Capitel Amortisation Fund. Despits heavy imcroases Ia costs during
the war years the Corporctien hitherto refrained from requesting approval for a
rive ia e price of electricity, end this is the first imcresse simce 1936,

~ As vogerds the lighting tariff, no increase has been made om a momthly
comsumption of 20 ZNE or less, Eowsver a genarel charge of 30 mils per XME is
Row being made in place of the formsr charge of 25 mils per EK¥E for consumption
between 20-30 EWE per month end 20 mils per KWE above 30 XWE, A surcharge of
20$umwbein5m@nanmtmgbiununmtatdmnicaﬁmin
power, vhilet a surchergs of 15% is also boing made om all moathly bills in
respect of the domestie "tio-part™ teprict. - .
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¥, RITERNAL TEALE .

26. The volve of imports and exporte during the woath of Ssptembar, 1947,
- =nounted %o 89,640,215 and £81,841,500 respectively as compared with

. BP6,50h,835 axnd #21,830,623 vospostively in the previous month.

FRIECITAT. TMPORTS OF FOOD

Quantity Yzlve s
ia tons gp ' o
Borley R3] ©  hk,980"
Rige 1,301 60,386
Waeot Ziour 18,697 666,586
¥ilk povder 161 15,745
Suger o0 2,235 93,698
. Cat$le (Ho.) __ o 2,530 - Bh, 154
. Shesp end lapbe (Ho, ) ' 3,755 25,129
_ - Cheoma, othar Qg - 117,392
Cotfes bmoma, raw 292 23,881
Eggs (1000) 9,708 - 125,176
Benenao 584 25,3%%
Applas 2,008 127,348
Fich, frosh or frozem, . ‘
drded or iz trize end in tima 238 k1,509
Wheat, kerd - oh0 45,606
Solex ) 136,450 728,427
Diemsnde, poliched (carats 2,547 79,997
Fotosh 22,901 295,367
Eerosene (1000 litrzs) ' 40,450 215,721
Bemgdne (1000 2itess) A 47,632 288,912

VI,  VAGES AR ERICE ImnZ ‘ i

27. Oring 4o the genareld interzuption of ecomomic relaticas batwesa Arad end
Jewdsh parkste ond the ddslocaticn of Alstridbutive cervices ia tho maim towns
in tho month of Docember 14 hae mot besa possible 4o errive 2t falr snd POPTC-
esatotive avorsge prices for zony commeditics, The Wages Committes Iadsx of the
coat-of-1iving conld mat therefors bo copiled for the month of Docember. ’

The wholesals price imléx_i‘or Bécmbez-, vas 365.2 (bees Jume 1926 = 100)

&8 comparpd with 356.5 im 139 previous month emd 334.9 in December 1946).

VII, FINAGGS

28, ~Gurrency ia circulstion et the eni of Decembar, 1947 was ¥P42,132,805 (notes:
40,613,764 ) 65 ecmpored with & 40,951,805 1in Fovember, 1957, &= inoreass of

%4 1,151,000. Thls is the fivet month slnce Avgust 1957 which shows em ineresmss

in currency circulation, ' '
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Bam Blte

29. Total doposits of benks end ersdil cooperative goclieties at the end
of Gotober, 1947, amowated o &P 95,977,780 {(exsluding belances held hy
hanks for erodit co-eparaiive secisties emomiing
compeayed with 1P
® 2,483,390).

Crefit

30. Zotal crodlt outs
IP:45,200,927 at the

i

\

fostons end Rxolee Bevemme

31, Cuetems end Iaxlise Reveoue returms for 1ok7 revesl e dovavard trend
in the lant querier, with Dacembor shewing the lowast

tanding enowmisd to IP 45,979,058 es comparsd
i of Sgptemder 19!&7 (e imcrecse of IP 769,141).

the yenr., Momihly raocelpts during I9WT were: -

A28

Jenayy
. Februery
daveh
Bpril

My
‘dme
fuly
Avgust
Septenhar
Oetober
Bovenbey
~ Pecuaber

- Totalk

Fowever, resaipts in 1947 were

{ty epproxizessly EP 3.1/% milliem).

Fani)

R

k3,000
253, 000
5 050, 000
1, k8, 600
1,395,000
1,123, 000
1,109,000
1,052,000
1,190,000
1,333,000
1,213,000
g%9, 000
12,835, 000

SRS

given bolov for compariscm,

1939
ighs

! (ke g&&ﬁh@@% )n

3,2.48,
L,

Sustos

2,080,943
b, 490,900
2,Th0,976

Exoise
—gE—

328,526
2,033,275
2,217,217

o ZP 4,179,2k5), as
97,463,170 at tho end of Soptember 1947 (o decresse of

”~

monthly return of

Exeine TO;E:NE,.;_
ﬁ »
202, 000 145, 000
189, 000 2152:000
198, 000 1,248,000
17h,000 1,222,000
199, 000 1,394,000
398,000 1,319,000
219, 000 1,328,000
396,000 1,248,000
190, 000 1,380, 000
210,000 1,343,000
193, 000 11,302,000
184,000 ~14224,000
2,350,000 15,208,000
s i ] b

voll above thoss for the ywrevious year
The 1939, 1945 and 1946 returas sre

i 7 2
2,376,469

| 11,958,193

¥itn

N



