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URITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO TEE UBITED HATIONS
Empire Btate Building
Hew York 1, FNew York

™,
\:

29th January, lgi8 .

Dear Bunche »

Tou will remember that et our meeting with the Coxmisalon on Wednasday,
2let Januery, I undertook to make some enquiries from the Government of
Palestine on various sscurity matters. I attach a note setting out enswere

to the vario_ue points raised and hope thie will be of somo use,

?oura ever
John Fletcher-Cooke (signed)
P.S. You will see that the number of rifles taken ( réferred to in Section‘ I(=a)
has been loft blank. Thi; manber vas corrupted in tranemission and I am

asking for a repeat from Jerusalem and will. let you have the figure aa

.Boon a8 possibdle,

-

John (signed)

Dr. Ralph 4. Bunche,
Principal Secretary to the United Nations .
Commission on Palestine,
- United Hations,
Lake Buccess,
New York,



BOTE OB CERTAIN SECURITY. POINTS ARISIEG QUI OF DISCUSSION
WITH THE COMMISSION ON WEDNESDAY, 21 January

The following information hes novw been received from the Government of
Paleetins in reply to certain questions put to the United Kingdom Delegation

by membere of the Commission an 21t Jenuary;:

~I.  DESERTIONS FROM THE PALESTIRE POLICE FORCE

(a) 372 Arabs of ﬁhom 2 are regular Police, 210 temporary additionsl
police, 152 supemumerarj folice employed by H.M. Forces, 8 supernumerary
police privately employed have deserted since 29th Kovember 19h7. These
deserters took with them ﬂflea, 3 Eren gune, 1 Thompson sub-machine
gun, 19 gret}adas, 5 revolvers, 5 Verey plstols, 104 Versy certridges, and

12,502 rounds of srmunition.

(b) No Jews have deserted from the Palestine Police Force.

I11. DESERTIOES FROM THE TRANSJORDAN FRONTIER FORCE

70 men are reperted to have deserted from the Trans-Jordsn Frontier ¥orce
since 29th Rovember, 197, teking with them 67 rifles, 38 automatic wespons and
3 pistols.

I11, RELATIONSHI? BETWEEN PALESTINE POLICE FORCE ARD CERTAIR OTHER BODIES

{(a) Mishmer _

vThia body, which wéa raised by the Jewish Agency with the approvel of the
Government of Palestine, operates only in the Tel Aviv.Ramstgan-Petah Tikvah area
from which British and Areb Police have been withdrawn. ‘Perxgission to raise thi‘s'
force was granted on the sxpresab understanding that it was to be used for maintaining ’
lav and order within, and preventing breachss of the pesce by members of, the
Jewigh community and in particular the dissident groups. Mishmar is required to
keep in touch with the regular Jewish Pelice who remain in the erea and who continue
to function in the normal way as a pert of the Palestins Police Force under the
Inspeétor-ccneral of Police,

(b) Arsb Municipsl Police

!

The forcss are being ralised in purely Arab ereas on the basis of 50%

/temporary



B
tewporavy additionsl comstebles snd 50 per ceat speeial( conetebles pro-
vided by the Manieipalitice and Loesl Cowasile concerncd. They opermbe
urder the direst costrol of the remulm polies formations iz their res-

pective Police Dlstricts mad are being farmed with the objest of assiting
: ihn rogolar police in zmimtaining law and order now and of remaining
after the termination of the Maniute ev an organisstion ecepsbls of em-
foroing order aod if mecossary of defending towns snd villages agalnet
attack.
(c) Eagoes
Fho Engans ﬁ.q an organisation of the Jovieh Agsncy which ig rot
legally recoguimed. Unamaa Miﬂ:m, kowsver, vho perform wehch and
ward dnties in Jerich avons sre pormitied to feastion on the basia that
it s a8 elemmoiary right of citfrsus to yeotect themsclves. Where any
private organisation, insluding the Ea@am,/ tekos offensive sotion er
u;hm its members ave found in woesstaion of wmlisensed fircermn, thoy
are of cowrss dealt with in accordance vith the lev. To co-ordimate
watch and vard deliss casrried owt by wemmed Jsvish eftizenn, cmm\
persons who are leowa to be mosbers of the Hegano huove beon recogaised
and these for waxt of a botter term are known az liailcon officers. 4
Simtlarly on the irsd side, contact is mnimteined with memdare or
represeaiatives of Arab Natiomsl Cosmmittses.

IIX. ORGANISATION OF (a) MISEMAR and (b) ARAD MIEICIPAL FOLICE
{a) Nimtmar

The detells of the orgemlestion of Miszar have bees Left o the
Jewlch Agemcy provided that the overridiag principle fs msintaimed that
they work 4m close oo-aism@:ﬁea with the local Jewish ragglu- police,
Klgheee numbers not wove then 500 axd ie entirsly peid by She Jewish
Agemcy vhe aro alsy respoasidle for finding the arms. Govmut; 8
| part in thic erreagmest i 1121ted to the 1zsus of firearn Licences
wp to =n approved limit end wvalld only within the Mighmar eves.

(¥) Avad ¥anicipel Polics

fhese Follee Foroes a.:_m' #4112 in $he enrly steges of formation
end accwrate figmros of their strengihs canmob de gives st preaemt. In
Jaffa, 300 nto have been enrollsd and i{n Jernzelem it is proposel to moi;



300 Araba apd 300 Jews. Eloevhews, the Govarsmant pzincizle in that ‘he

persopnel of theso forcos chowld not excoed 100 An the lorger towns
such 68 Nablws, Hebvon smd Gaza and 50 in such places as Talkwm,
Betson end Jemin. Invollment of gpeciel constebles for yrotestion it
villages on & wlunbary mpaid{be.cie. ia comtemplated at a late%*
stage. m:cs,pé;l Forces ero made up a8 to one helf by Lempornry
2384t4onal eonaégblea padd by Govermment and &c to the othar helf

by speciel constables p}m by the Mmlcipality or Loesl Cownell
-concarnsd. Simtlerly, srme ere provided by Governwent for hals

of asch force, the balence belng forad hy the Munisipality or

Local Coumoil.

I¥. REFEEWMCE T0 SEBRAPEL VOUNDS

In the mujority of caves shyspuel wounds have boen caasel by
verricus Gypas of Douds or grovedesn. Ih im mzm, however, sl tBr
Jeve have a comsiderebls mmber of mortars end Gheir wnas hea beea
verified on throe different occazions dwrisg the month of Jemuary.
Unaxploded two-inch mortar bombe were fouwnd By securiiy forces im
Jerich housce or syreas ia Jerusalem on 3rd and 11t Janvery and in
Jarfa-Tel AviT on élst.;!‘anmry. There 12 o reasom %o swpposte the!
the Jews have any heavier exmoments thowgh the posaibility nf
© the ferther usze of hsm.m. bombe much as thst which wrecked Polles
Eead.quu'teéa &t Haifa cammot Vbe excluded. It iz suspected thed
the Arabe may have a mtéd vunber of Fruzch mortars.

V. USE OF AJECRAFY

Jowich plorce have Bem wesd to drop wotesges and sxpplies ¢
outlying sottlements but there ix no resson to ewppose ot rreeent
that thess airsraft srs armod.

(Signed) J. FLETCEER-COCEE

39 Joouery 1948



