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UNITED NATIORS FALESTIRE COMMISSION

Cozmunication Raceived from United Kingdom Delegation
Concerning Questiones and Answers in Parliement on the
" Recent Outrage in Jerusalem

<,

The félloving ccamunication, concerning Questions and Answers in
the House of Commons and House of Lords on the recent outrage in Jerusalem,

has been received from Mr. Fletcher-Cooke of the United Kingdom Delegatiom.
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UNITED KIRGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNI'I'ED HATIOHS
Empire State Building
Now York 1, K.Y.

25th February 1943

My Deer Buuche:

The Caumission may be interested to have the text of
Questions and Answers given recently in the House of Commons

end House of Lords on ths subject of the recsnt outrage in

Jarusalem.

Tours sincerely
(Signed)

Trafford Smith

-

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche,

Principal Secretary to the United Naticns
Comnigasion on Palestine,
United FNations,

Lakeo Buccess,
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Following iz text of private notlice question and anaver Monday, 23rd February.

BEGIFS, )

Mr. Bden: to ask the Secretafy of Stats for the Colonies if he will make
eny atatemont om thg incidents 1n Jerusalem yesterday. Mr. Rees Willlems:; A
preliminary report received from the High Commissioner states that at 6.5 a.m. on
Sundaey the 22nd Februsry, a convoy‘of three military-type trucks and ons police-type a:
_armoured cay wer; obse;ved‘travelliug towards the centre of Jerusalem, The cccupants
‘wore military and police uniforms, The three trucks parked in Ben Tehuda Street
in the Jewish Cormercisl Centre of Jerusslem. At approximately'6.25 a.m. & heavy
explosion occu;red wh;oh campletely demo;iehsd_buildinge on both sides of the street.
Cesunlty figures so far avai}able ere 27 killed, 32 seriously injured, 48 slightly
injured. Shortly after the explosion had takem place the armoured car was ob-
. served leaving Jsrusalem along the Jaffa Road at great speed. This vehicle bore
an identification numbar of which ﬁhere is no trace in police records. Botk
nilitary trucks‘and police armoured cers have beeﬁ stolen in recent disturdbances.

Investigaﬁiopa are being made into the responsidbility for this incident and
I will make & further statament.to the house as zcon as posaiﬁle. Responsibility
has not yet bheen established But I cam say at omce that the authorities have found
nothing to confirm the allegation understood to have been broadcast in Palestins,
thet members of the British Sccurity Forces were involved and the Zionist author-
ities have been challengel to produce sny evidence in support of this charge which
as the Palestine Government have said is unbelievsble.

, Folloving the incident feeling in Jerusalem has been very temse aﬁd 8 membera

of the Briﬁish Security Forces have been killed in subaeﬁuent incidents. Britiseb
- Pollce have been withdrewn from outlying billets.

H.M.G. deplore this outrage and the loes of 1life involved end they dseply
regret that reprisals shouwld have been taken against memberq of Hia Majesty's
Forces aund of the Palestine Police. I am sure that the house would wish to extend
thelr sympathy to the relatives of those who have lost thei:- liiea or aubatained

injury in these deplorable coccurrences., Ends,



as]

g,
5 February g4l

Ny e on

.

Following is text of question and snswer in House of Lords teday, 2kth February.

BEGINS,

“The Marques of Salisbury to ask Hls Majesty's Covermment whéﬁher they
have any statement to make regarding the recent deplorable events in Palestine
aund in particular in Jerusalem. | |

Lord Eall: On the mormlang of 22ad February a cbﬁvoy of 3’ military-typé
trucks and ome police-type armourod oar was obaserved travelling towards the ceantre
of Jerusalem. The occupants wore military and police uniforms. ;‘a‘he three ftrucks
parked in Ben Yehuda Street in the Jewlsh commercial centre of the city. A fow
minutes aftervarde a heayy expiosion occurred which completely demolisked dbulldinga
on both sildes of the street. Casualties were heswy. Shortly after the explosicn
‘the armoured car was obgerved leaving Jerusalem along the Jaffa road at great speed. ‘
_This vehic;o‘ bore ‘an identification number of which there is no trace .in police
records dut both military and police armoured cers have been stolen in receut
diaturbéncaa. The armoured car in question hae uot yet been found. Juvestigations
are not yat ccmple},e but it is clear that there is no ground for the suggestion
understood to have been broedcast in Palestine that members of ths Britishk Security
forces wvere respoxiaibls for the outrage. The Ziomists slthough challenged to do so
have produced no evidence in support of this charge. Statemenis have been made o -~
bebalf of the Arabs admitting the reuponaibi/lity.,

His Majesty's Goverument de’eplj regret the furthar hoavy J;oss of 1life resulting
from this incident. According to the latest report; aﬁilabl‘e 27 persons wers
killed by the explosion while in subsequent reprieals 9 members of the British
Sacur‘ity forces were murdered. |

Ends.



