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Communication Recelred from United Kingdom Delegation 
Cmeeml~ Questiom and Armwere in Perllameat on the 
Recent Outrage ala Jermselem 

The f&.lovlmg ccmmnicatim, concer~lng Queationo and Anmmrs in 

4 
the House of C-s and Xouse of Lords on the recent outrege in Jarue~em, 

.> has been received frcm Xr. B%steher-Cooke of t&e United ISingdcan Delegation. 

, 



25th Febma‘ry 1948 

Tho Ccbmlanion mg be ~ntaroatod to have the text of 

and &mm af Lords on the subjeot OF the rtmmt outrage in 

JarueeiLem. 

. 
'R-afford Smith 

\ -’ 

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, 

United Hatime, 

Lake succese. 
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Folhwlmg its text of private notlce queetlon and answer Monday, 23x93 February, 

Mr. Xdem: to aek the Secretary of State for the Colmles if he w1l.I make 

acag etatexmnt on the lncldento In Jeruealem yesterday. Mr. Rees WiLllam: A 

preliminary report received frm the High,Comlseloner statea that at 6,5 a.ma om 

Sumby the 2&d February, a convoy of three military-type trucks and me poPice-type ~8: 
\ 

.armoured car were obseked traaeUl~ tow&de the centre of Jerusalem, The oocupant~ 

wore mllit0.r~ and poUce unifombc. The three truoks parked In Ben Hehuda Street 

1~ tkm Yewlah Commercdal Ceatre‘of Jerusalem. At approximately 6.25 a.mo a heavy 

’ .., 
explosion mcurred which completeby dewo%lshad.bui~dlnge on both sides of the street, 

Caeualty flguree BO fay am1PabB.e are 27 killed, 32 aeriolugby injured, 48 sllght3.y 

injured. Shortly after the axpaosion had taken place the armoured cex wae ob- 

ee$ved leaving JerueaIem &ong the Jaffa Road at great apeed.. Thie vehic.Xe bore 

an ldentlflcatlon amber of which there is no trace in police recorde. Roth 
l 

mll1tar.y trucks 'ad police armoured cam hare been et&en in recent disturbames, 

Imve0tlgatlops are being made into the reeponeiblUty for thle lncfdent~awd 

I will make a further etatameat to the house as man as poaeibbe. ReepoualblBXty I 
ha.9 not yet been eetabliahed but S can eay at once that the authorities have found 

nothlng to ccmfiw the aUegM&m underetood to hare been broadcast In Pe.Iestlna, 

that membare of the Rrltlsh Sectilty Forces were involved and the Ziomlrat author- 

ltles have been chaUeraga7. to produce any evldmce in support of this chexgs wh3oh 

as the P~errt%ne Goveravmmt ham said le unbelievable. 

1 Following the lncldent Zsellng in Jerusal.em hae b8m rery tense axad 8 member-e 

of the Brltlah Security Force8 hare been klU.sd in subosquent lncidentat;s, Brl tieh 

PoPlee have been withdrawn from outlying bilbete, 

B.M.G. deprors thle outrage and the loea, of life lt-moabred and they daep3y , 

regret that reprieala should have been taken agalnet membere of RUB Ma3eety"s 

Forcee and of the Palestine Police. I am cure that ;he house wotid wlsh to sxtend 

their sympathy to the relatlvee of those who have boat thel- lives or substained 

inJury In these deplorable occuxrenoes~ Enba. 



Folhwiag in text of qaeet;Ion and an4wer In Eouae of Lo&e toda;g, 2lrth Februam, 

“The Marques of S~isbuxy to a& His HaJestyve Cuvenmmt &thar they 

have a* etat4m4ut'to m&0 xegaxding the recent depXorable emmts Ilb Rabestina 

' andln particular IaJarlae~m. 

Lord Hall: On the xorning of 2-d February a &&og of 3 military-tms 

trucke and me pollee-typa amourcrrd cmr mls obsemed traaaUila& tuwwda the cesltro . 

of Jerlasalam. 2% occupants wore militarf and palice uniform. The t&as truckrp 

i. parkad In Bsre Yehuda Street fn the detish pokercial amtre of the eIt;g, A few 

minutee afterwar& a haavgr axploeion occurred which acmpletel~ demXiehed buIldInga 

on both kidcs of the str4et. Casualtias were heavy. Shortly after the a~loaio~ 

'the amouxed car was obssrkd leaving J4rU8abm atow th4 Jaffa road at great epead. 
, 

ThIe aehicla'bore‘ari IdtmtIfIcatIon nuberr of which there ie no txme ia. police 

reeor3.a but both military and pollee amoured c4.m have beea stolen in rmont 

dieturbaacee. Tlhe armoured car In question hae rpot yet been found. 1~~4stIgatIoti 

are uot ret camplejx but it 16 clear that there le no ground for the sugS4stioa 

understood to hare been broadcast la Palsstiae that members of tlt&BrItIeh Sec,urIty 

forces w4r4 respvnsibls for t$e outrage. Th4 Zionlete although chaUmged to do 80 

have produced no erjtcknce Ia eupport of this charge. StaWmts have been nzide en SF' 

behalf of th4 Arabs admitting thti r4eponeibIlItjr. 

His &gastr"s Covsmmmt deeply regret the further heavy loss of EIfe remlting 

fxaa this incId4nt. AccordInS to th4 latest report available 27 peraom ~42-4 

killed by tha 4xplo4Im while in eubsequent reprieals 5 members of the British 

Secukity foroes mm mrd4rad; 
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