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A | The following commumication, concerning the
."(Tefmporary Provisions) Bill?‘ ’ has\i:oan rece
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"Urban Property Tex
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My desr Bunche, s

ST o May I refér to my letter of 9t_hi February in which I enclossd
» .+ six coples of the Amendments proposed to the Municipal Corporations
| : _Ordinance 1934. - . : ‘

R - In paragraphs 8-10 of that letter, I refarred to the financial
Y errengements which the Govermment of Palestine is proposing to make
(, - 60 as to furnich the Local Authorities with funds to carry out their

7 increased responsibilities. .

: I now enclose six copies of e drart "Urban Property Tax (Tem-
porary Provisions) Bill". _

In explanation of the proposal to introducs this Bill, I have .
been asked to bring the following points to the notice of the

~ Commissions~ y ’

(2) In contemplation of a eituation in Palestine in which,
' after the end of ths present Administration, a number of

° © - difficulties will be facing the Central Authority, the
Government of Palestine is trying to arrange that certain
services shall be continued in same form, however rudi-
mentary, by Municipal and other Local Authorities.

L ~ (b)  As the Camlssion 1s already avare, Municipal Police

o ' Forees are elrealdy being formed. ‘

© = (ec) Certain Water Supplies bave slready besn handed over o
"+ Local Authorities for custody end cperation.

< (4) It 1s hoped that same schools vill be similarly menaged,
. S e85 elso hospitals end clinics. | o |
- (e) Arrengements ere also being made similarly to tramsfer

o responsibility for social welfare and remand homes.
 {£) " The Government Farm s to be meintained by the Acre Mmicipality.

(8) The present financial resources of Local Authorities
~.are insufficient to mest the costs of maintalning such services ’
s " evem in an elementary form. Indeed, those resources are not
- ' . - eufficient to discharge in all cases the exiating obligatioms

‘ur. Ralph-J. Bunche, - ’ ‘
Principal Secretary to the United Nati
S - Cowmission on Palestine, :
o - United Nations, ' . !
Co : E - Lake Success. -
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~ of Local Authorities end certain special levies are being made
vithout legal authority. i ‘

. (h) At the seme time the Govermment of Pa.lestine is finding
it progremsively mors &1fficult to collect the Urban and Rural
'Property Taxes. It is, towever, probable that the collectiom,
of the former tex 'by the Local Authority would in many cases
meot with loss resistance, -

(1) To meet both thsse ’urneulues it 18 proposed in ths

- -acccnpunnng Blll to authorise Munlieipsal and Local Counséils to
coneot Urban Pmperty Trx durieg the year 1948/L9.

It 18 p'f'esunea that the Camisaion will be more interested

‘ 1n the general fimancial aspects of this propossl than in the details

of the Bill and I have, therefore, been asked to enquire whether the
Cmiuaon agres in principle ‘to the mtroduction of this Bill

I shall be most gratetul tor an 1n¢1cation of the Commission's

wiews ir this matter as soon as possible as it is essential to reach
. & decision before ths end of February. This is mecessary in order

to allow time for the transfer of records and staff (om secondment)

© to thz Local Authorities concorned.

The 1947/48 assesment 14 respect of the Urban Property Tax vas

- hP823,000 end there were in additiom arrecars amounting to LP167,000
- While collectious to 31st December were LP630,000, it 18 inferred

from the December figures, which showed & marksd dsclinme, that not
more than EP30,000 15 likely to be collected during the last quarter
of the current finanecial Jear ‘which ends on 31st March 1948, In-
cluding arrears of previous years, thersfors, it is expected that the
final figure of collsctions will be LP330,000 (in respect of 1947/L8
end ‘previocus yeers), the whole of which will be legally collectable by

ALocaJ. —Authnritlea 4f the Bill becomes law.

A8 I oxylained. in peragraph 10 of my letter of 9th February, if
this Bill beocmes law, the Goverument of Palestine doss not propose

to make any special provision for Cenersl Grants-in-Aid to Local

Authoritiea, vhich emounted in 1947/48 to LP238,000 per aunum.
' " Yours sincerely,

o | (Signesd)
N - N “(J. Fletcher-Cooke)
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URBAN PROPERT! EAI (MORAR! PROVISIOM) ORDIBAKCE,
) ' Ko, of 191;8

A ORDINANCE T0 PROVIIE m»mmmmmwwmmm
‘TAX SEALL EE COLLECTABLE BY-AND FORM PART OF THE REVENUE OF CERTAIN LOCAL
';Amoaxrmsmmmmmmmmmmmmmmw, 1940,

4

. BE IT ENACTED by the mgh Ccmiss.tonor for Pa.lestine, with the advice of
, the Advisory Cmmou therec:r-~

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Urban Property Tax  Short title,
*» (!'morary Prov:aions) Ordiuapco, 19148 exd shall be raad. end
: construed ‘a8 oue vith the Urban Propem Taz Ommanca, 19k0, Ro. k2 of 1940.
g - 'l'he provieiona of aeetion 43 of the Interpretation Or- Priizcipal brdimce
o ~ deemed to be amended
- dinance, 191#5 shall have effect as respects the principal Or- Ko. 9 of 1945

rdinanco as 1f the principal Ordinance had been amended by

. thia Ordinance.
3.-(1) It shall 'be lavrul for tha counell of any mmici- Collection and
. recovery of
- pal corporatim .or local council the area or part of the area certain urbaa
e 1 property tax.
o vhioh 15 ‘included within the boundaries of any ur'ba.n area
' to eelloct and. recovar any umount o.ue on the ﬁrat day od’
. April, 1948, ar fn respect of the year 1948-k9 in respect
N of . urban property tax"on eny house property or land situated
L} within such urben eveas, . ’ N

“

Prmmed tlnt vhere tha areas or parts of the areas
or tvo or moro local euthorities are mcluded. within the
Lbomﬂa_ries of any urban area {t shall be lawful for the counocil
. or _q‘ic:_h of such local éuthorit:leg to collect and recover any
R " amount duo "'cn the f:lrat dayor April i9h8 ‘or in respest of '
"tha :au- 19!&8-’&9, on:l; 1n respoct of such part of such urban
: area as 18 co-extensive with 1ta erea or euch other part of

i‘mgoh urban area as the High Commissioner may by order deternine.

(2) An: anount conectsd under subsecticn (1) shkall form
pa.rt or the mmieipal fxmo. or local cmmcn fund, as the case

-




- 'f_":_ -4 ': ) . ..)4,..

i

h. . The amauut due in raapeci; c‘i" urba.n Propsvhy tax oa Daterninatica
S of amount of
- any houge proporty or lsnd eitnated within eny such urban urban property

araa as is mentioned 1n Gection 3 1in regpect of the year

s 1548-k9 ahn.u be d.etemined by reference to the va.luuts.m'-

" Ist, end the supplonentary valuation 1ist, if any, im fores
" at the date of comzencement of this Or&imco.

~

5¢~(1) For the purpose of, or in comecticn with, the Temporary
- . 4 ~ modification of
" collection and recovery of the amounts memtioned in ssction . the principal

N SR ' o ‘o - Ordinanss.

3.

~

7 - (a) the provisicna of soction 6 of f.ha principel Or-

E : d.imce ‘whall have effect ag if the \rorﬂs "municipal
corpmtion or. local coumell; as the cass may be,” were
subetitutod for the !mra "Goverament” vharever 1t appears
m spbsection (2) thmor, and the word "Govermment™ ap-
pearing 1n the proviso to subasction (h) thereof;

(®) the cmmcu of eny such munioipe.l corporation or
local comcn as 1:3 mtzaned in section 3- ‘
1 (1) may oxsrcise the rmowing pmra'
— ) . (A) the pwers Ot the Diatrict Coamiasioner under

~

. soctmn TA of the.yrincipal Orainauca' )
| - {3B) tho powsr of thu District Camiaamnef to grant
romisaioaa under esstion 8 of the primcipal Ordinance;
(11) shall perfors the folloving dutieo:- '
(a) ceuse tlw valv.mticn Mst and aupplemmt.ary valuation
\',’ust, 1f any, o lm depaaited at the officea of tho council
and. to be open to the inspectiﬂn of ell persons agsessed
or 11able to te e.auesaad- _
' (B) the Aduty of tho Di‘stric_t Commissicner undor subssction
© . (2) of ssction 13 of tue prﬁcipa;x Ordimense.
. (2) During tm yoor 1948-kg-
' (a) tha rotice vhich the mor of house prape:rty is required
g \mc,er subsection (1) of sestion. 6A of the principel Ordinance
%o give to the District Officer a.duiniatering the area in which
_f\auch homm prapmy is eltuated shall be givm 'b;r such cwmer

L8 “hf’peram ap; 18 appointed to‘ x-acaive such notice 'by tha
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Vi ; vzl of the municu;al L-erzf:ofatzm er lceal couneil
which 15 entitlea ucder sectim 3 ta collect and recover
any anount due in reapeet of urben propsrty tax. on such
. house property due cu the first day of April, 1948 or in
v .reapact of the year 1948-L9, md ‘the perscn so appointed
. a8 eforesaid ekell, during the year 1948-19, have the
| pover conferred upon the satd District Officer by subsection
'(2) of section GA of the principal Ordipance;
T (b) the provisions of gubssction (3) of section 6a of the
| yrinc:\pal Ordinance ehall’ have-effect es ”espects urban
property tax due 1!: respect of eny proyerty prior to the
ﬂrst day of April, 1949, as 1t the voa:'ma municipal
. corpmtion or 100&.1 coumelil, as the coss may b, wors
substituted for tho word "Ganrmant" appearing in the
proviso thoratc; '
(c) ‘the provisim of soction 194 of ths priucipa.l Orun-
uuco ahau have effect es u' the. vord. "gixth® were sub-
| stitutea for the vord "ﬁtth" appoariug tlmrain,
, (d) the prmums of scction pa ¥ ot ke principal Or-
T L dinance ahall have effect as 1T the m "guch person as
. is a:ppointoa. m that ‘bohalr by the comcil of the mmicipal
" earparation or 1oca.1 council, as the casa may be," wvere ' ' ]
e bvau’bstitutaa. for the words "District Orﬂcor ' |
. (e) the comncil of. any such mmicipal corporaticn or , ‘ ’
local councu as 15 mtioaee. in soctioﬁ 3 sbhall have
pmr ‘to detsrmine vhother tlwro shan be cme or more re- |
viaion ccmitteas or rmuon appoa;l. comiaslons, to ap~
point mozbers and chatrmen thoreocr aad to dotomine tha
- emoumt of, emt pay, their remmoratiou, ana to appoint
_ -mspoctm of. va.luatiou for thc aroas withkin which such
, - ’oomﬂ 15 entitled wnler seoticn 3 to collect and recover

any ewount due in respect of urben property tax d.ue on the
- first day of April, 1948, or in respect of the year 1948-ig.
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=5 ﬂ‘ffw</'6. The pmisions ct this Omma.nee ahal. hs:m effoct Provinions

of this Ordirnence

R uctvithstandins aaything contained fu the principa.l Ordin- &0 provail.

L ;-,; ente or any rules made thereunder or in any other Ordinance

01‘ 1&'0

7;. This Ord.:lnanco aha.n came 1nto force on the firat Commencement .

e : 0BIECTS mmsozss

Y It is nnticipated tmt d.urmg the year 1948-49, the coumcils of municipsl

corporations and locel councua will have to carry out mang of the funoticms which

would noma.‘lly be carriea out ‘oy Gwemant, and oonssqumt;y they will need

additicm.l sources of revenue.

On. the other hand, thay vy not be able to obtaia

fran Govement tha @'ants-oin-am which they have received in the past.

. A Gavoment haﬂ therofora docidod to ensble such councils to collect and

‘recover arrears orr urban prcperty t.ax remaining due on the ﬁrst day of Apeid,

19118, and urba.u propmy tax due in respeot of the year 1948-49, and this draft

Arrangemqnta will be maAa tor ‘the handivg over to such coumncils of the records

- Ordinance 18 d.esigmd to giva offect to that &ecisim.

relating to tho houao property and. land in rospect of  which they will be en-

tiued to collect and recorer ux‘ban property tex, and such councils will be

ampmred to do auch acts as -ag be neceaae.ry to ensure that those records

vinbokaptnptoaata.

!'urthernm, in oraor tlnt 11'. un not bo necessary to prepare during

tha yaar 19k8-h9 valuation lists to rnplace those valuation usts which on the
rirst day of Aprﬂ, 19#9, %1l have been in force for five years, the period

30th January 19148 '
ur/m/ o)

©of walidity of muatim 1ists hes beea extemled from five to six years,

L. B, GIBSOR
Attorney General.




