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Dcar'Bu&hc, * 
_I 

You wilL.be,awarcthat an Wednesday, 
Francieco on behalf of the Commission called 
raised a'nu@+J,o~$+ints in cornection with 

L&h Fabixary, Senator 
at this office and 
the preparatory steps 

.which the Co&3BXoD-r?i&t,wiah to take as regards the. formation of 
militias prior to'%@ termination of the Dandate. 

.> 

, 

'I.ikrs 6$&h &kcd to.bring to 'the notice of the Conunission the 
‘following ob&isi"oations of HiaJJajcsty*~ Ctivernnent on the various 
points raiaed:dySeixxtor Francisco? ' 

. ;. 
' (0. &the Comrid ss on arc:awarc, the proposed Jewish State i 

already podse?ses:an armed and well.organiaed militia in the form 
of the ifagmah, 
force.. 

although this is a purely racial and hot a national 
,l%c~&xxniesion.can no doubt obtain inform;?tion as to its 

nuubcre and equipment from%he &wish Agency. 

.(Zi As has alroady.bccn brought to the notice of the Commissions 
they tili require their own security force after thetenination of 
the randate .on &.Sth I%~, 1948. The proposal that the Comnxission should 
go to Aqir was made oxi the basis that,Bx%tish forces w&l.d not be 

. available to guard them there.  ̂' 
.(j) The Llondatory,Powcr..ae has already been stated. will take 

whatever $tep$ maybe"podsible in regarh'to'the protection of the 
Commission~dur%ng~the overlap period up till 15th ?,!a~. 

(4) In the course of the discussion referred.toabove, 'Senator 
Francisqo r&at+ that among the preparatory steps which the ,Cornmission 

. hasin@.ndwcrc I ' 

. (F! : DesiFation bf cantonment areas; : \ . . ._ 
'. (b) ..de&iti& b;6 tiie'&q&ssion it&if or,by either 

..:< : '. ', ,:Prq~~,~i~nal,Co~cil~'df~~~ve~merit; * - .: . :. . 
' I .'. (c) Training iith. iw wi$hout.ax&:. 

; -(d) Xquippin& ' : -, '; 

', (6). Establishment of Cadrca, 

Generally speaki@; none.,of'%hese activities can be p&nitted 
in~Pa&e~tinc prior tq,the termination'o~ the &!&c&e, although it is 
pssiblc !hat 'some preliminab stcpqmight be takenduring the last 
fortni&t of the @ndatpry psriod. " . , ._ . .'. 

(5) Senator Francisco raised a number of questions relating to 
'arms and .equipment and the answcrb to these questio#s are as follows:- -. 

:Dr. Ralph.J.'Du&he,,: -' '. 
Principai Secretary to the'unitcd liations 

~Comadcsion,on Palestine,- ' _, , 
, Unitcd'Nations, . ', ,_ '. : '. .' 

-sLtike Sticcess~~ :1 1 

Jkir York, '. 

(a) St is not 



~---^----_ 

(a) It ie not pzopoaed, prior to the terninntion of the 
Xandate,‘to withdraw finm'local PaZestinian Police Forces re- 
cr&ted by k?unicQalities or otherwise handed over to Local 
Authorities the' equipmcznt and stores.nv~de available to them 
to enable them effectively $0 carry out their- duties, These 
Wnicipal qolice Forces are being formed to ensure as far as 
postiblo at least 8 measure ‘of local security durinrr the period 
between the tgnination of. the k’andate and the organisation by 
the successor autho$ties of some machfnery for the preservation 
of law and order. All other equipent, stores, buildin@, posts 
and depoLs of the Palestine Police Force will b* available to be 
taken. over by the Conmd,8sion-with effect from 15th Kay and the 
Government of Felastine a’ro ready to discuss the procedure es 
regards this tM.ng over of a1%13, equipment, stores, etc., with 
rep+wtatives of t’ie Cotission@s staff. All arms, equipment, 
stores, etc., 
of the ~SritIsh 

of the TransJordan Frontier Force.sre the property 
Army and none’of tham will br! -handed dvor to the 

Cotission, . , 

.(b). Before expre~ssirig any views on the question as to ’ 
&ether the~,Conznission would be permitted to build up a store 
of arms'and equipment t&or seal in Palestine prior to the. 
date of the te$%inat$on of the %andate, His Yajeaty@s Government 
ktuld wish to know &at types of ams the ConarYlesion have in mind 
and what guarantees they could eve’ as to the. safe custody during 
the poriod up to 15th Eay. ._ Any arrancements for ‘such safe custody 
would, of. course, have-to be undertaken from the Couxaission~s own 
resoup2es. b>en’ His tSajesty*s Goverrxnent have the answers to 
these quostions, they till consider whether it is possible to 
relax the embargo, upon the %n?port of ams into Palestine as 
appears to be implied Q the Cotmdission*s original questions. 

: (&, AS =$’ .- 
rds thg ‘e&pi+ is to whether if the C&s&on 

,dc‘cided to ‘r.ecrs$%’ ir' Po&Y$ F&e outside' klastinc prior to the 
date. of the, terMnation of the: I&n&&e, such a Force would be per- 

,n&tt‘ed to ente,r,Yalostin~ pflor:‘$,o that date, His Llajestyis Govem- 
tin$ WI#I ta pint out’ that tho i~~cruitmenti fmm outside Palestine, 
of a Police Force for’ Yalestin$ .(other than’ Jerusalem) is not 
contemplated in the. General Aasambiy*s nsoolution; Ii the’ 
Com+.ss~on'~rodeedC to Palostinij, they will roqu%re a PGiice Force 
for their own security and them is nb objection to such .a Force 
M+inp; Jerusa@m. :at any $3~ on the understanding that they will 
,C~mpIy~with~an~ brclsrs df’the’kvemment of Pal~stline’re&arding its 
Xocation .&-d activities &d that. it Ml1 not include either Jewish 
otA+#% members. : _ .' '. 

- ‘(d) .A8 regards the '&mQat question wMxzh was raised in 
‘respect of:a'Poli& Porce’for Jetisalem to be recruited outside 
Yateetind, it is presumed that the Con&asion till concert arrange- 
,ments far a Security For'ce for -Jerusalem with the Trusteeship 
Counc~ snd’the Governor of Jerusalem to be ap~int&d by the 

, 

Council, since it Je upon the .Povernor that the responsibility 
under'the Plan of recruS.ting'.such an International Police Force 
to ass3.st in ma$.nt&~ng~law an$ order in the,City fal+e. ' * . . 

(e) fn’:ozmation as to ’ :’ ., 

(I) arms and ammunit$on 

t 
ii] b!otor vehicles ‘- 
iii) Police buildinis.with their locations’ 

. , (iv) Any th 0 sr gxjor'items'of equipment. 

be+qng%ng to the Police Force .will be furnished by the 
‘Gdvernrnent bf P@.estine as soon.as possible., 

. . 
‘> (f) As regards 



cf) Ai regard 8 %?atOr Franciscots remarks about the 21’ 
J&ah kli8hitW snd,Arab kknicipal Police‘,Forces the Commission 
may be assured that’the creation of SIN&-!.Iut~icibal Polioe.Forces, 
far from adding to the dangers .of conflict between the Jews and 
Arab@ or aff&tiinrr-the fomatlon of militias, will represent the 
best contribution *hat could be Wade to the maintenance of security 
in purely Jewi8h or Arab areas. 

(g) There 1s no dbJe&on to the arrival at any time of 

_-.. . 
xI&itaFg or pc&Lce adviser8 to be sent to%l+tine by the 
COm*iS$On, prmrided $Jx+ th8g Bre few in"kumber and that they 
Cqnf%e them3sbres to mttsrs-connected with the fomu$ion of 
iyp8 Bccurity ForCe8. 

(h) 'His Etaje8tycs.COvemment ha8 no suypestions"tb make as 

.' 
$2 how security could beet be maintained in t%e period between the 
tyTibatiOn of th8 &m&M and tho formation of the militias. 
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Sd) John Fletcher-Cooke 
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