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UNITED BATIOES rAms'mm COMMISSION

%munimtions ﬁéceivad fron United Kingdom Delegation
Conceming the Ben ’Iehuda Street Explosion in Jerussalem

- P
‘. .

I'he followin,g commication, concerning Questions and Ansvers in

tha House o:!' Cmmons on the Ben Yehuda Street axplosion bas been received

J from Mr. Tx'afford Smith of the Uinited Kingdon Delegation. -
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USITED KINGDG DELSGATION 70 9EE UNITED MATIONS
S Eaplre Etate Duilding
. Bow York 1, H.Y.

26th Fodbruary, g8

My Dear Bunche

v\ L

: 1 encloge, for the information of tbe Ccamiesion, coples of the
- text of furthor Questions and Ansvers in the Houze of Commons on the
.- GubJect of the recent outrege in Jerusalem, - , _

<t ’ . . AR

. As you will of course know, a private notice Suestion 1s one
 poxmitted by the Speeker o be eaked et very ehort motice on a matter
_"of urgent nstional importence. The Mesber anking 1s, by this procedure,

‘exempted from the normal provivion of having to put the Question down
‘on the Order Paper forty-eight hours in edvance. .

!
Tours sincerely, o
| Trefford Smith (slgned) .
B, Belph 3: Dunche, 0
©  Frineipal Secretery to the United Hations °
~ Commission on Palestina, - o
~United ¥atloms, - S '
léke Sgccpla.
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7 Following 18 text of question and ensver in Howee of Commons today
- ekth Februarys, 00 . B '

© - Mr, Bden:. To eek the Becretary of State for tho Colondes whother he 1s
.o BoW 1n a position to make & further statement on the outrages in Palestine -
o - lest Sunday, T I S ‘

Ur, Beos Williwis i 'The ‘daquiries vhich ere being made locally are mot yet
- complete but 1t 4s clear tiat there im 1o ground for the suggsctions that
- members of the British Secwrity Forces wers responsible for the cutrage.
-The Zionists in response to tho challenge to produce evidence in support of
Lot .their ellegation have produced none, Statememts bave been made on bohalf
. of the frabs edmitting the respomsidility. I deoply Tegret to inform the
77 House that the number of Britieh eoliisrs or policeuent killed in the
- ingidents lmmediatoly following the explosico wos 9 mnd not 8 as stated by

ae Jesterdey., 'Bo fnrthw cagualties bavg' beon reported.

T '.,.':..Follmiring maa‘a@plmmtaryexchanges | ‘

" Mr. Baen:. Moy T ask tho Right Bonourable Gentleusn if he éan now roply to
s the question sgked yostordsy by the Honourable bigmder for Shoreditch

. (¥r. Thurtle) as to whether 4% 1s true that two Eritich soldiers or airmsn
wvho vere murdersd were undergoing hospital treatment. o :

" Mr. Rees Willlema:’ Yes that is ea. ,
Barl Wintertcn: ‘Is the Eomourable Centleman ewsre that statemonts ewprortirg
N these momstrous charges egainst Britieh troops bave boen made in certain
oo quartes. dn this couwntry and will . communicete with the Attornsy Censral
- uith & viov to an action for eeditious 1libol sgainst thoas people who accuse
Britieh eoldiers of this crime when

-~ "' treachorous end brutel people.

2e soldlers have been murdered by

o ‘&"a“’“mw“ I will consider the matter.

~ . Mr. Thurtle: May I esk the Honourable Gentleman if ho hes any informaticn
;. from Jerusalem confirming the acceptance of respomsidility for this outrage
- - ¥z Rees Willlems: Yes Aredb pemphlets have eppearcd in Jerusalenm to-day ard
© . I'bave & tranclation of one of thege pamphloets which im to the effect that a
-+ group of Arab Commandos carried out the blowing up of buildings in the Bon
o :;huﬁ;. Street in Jeruselem es roprisals for the Jewieh bomb in Remlsh (text

-, WriGallecher: I wish to esk the Minister 4f it ie not very desirable in view
coo7 o of the sltoation thet exists in Palestine that hoapital cass2 should be trans-
~ooah, fereld immedilately to thie country end pot -kept there a2 & preliminary to the

L trunsfer of all the “lads to thia cowntry. SRR

- 8, tlpson: Fuw this foul calusiy has been exposed may I ack 1f the Minister
o will convey to Eis Majesty's Forces in Palestine the afmiration of this Eouso
R < 4 thnlrestraint they have eliovn under great provocation. ' ‘

. Mr,Boos Willlans: I ehall be Very glsd end indced proud to comvey that
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Bir Arthur Balter: Does the Minlster iatend to taks appropriete action
6gaingt the perpetretors of thils outrage end aleo ese that appropriete
action is taken egeinst those who as 1t novw appoars without any evidemce
© - brosdeast this infemcus slander which epparently bes no foundation.

, | Mr. Cock: In view ot"fh‘e" siatements the Minlster bes Jjuet made have any
. .8leps been taken to exrest Abdul Ehader Enseolni,

< My Bees Willlema:  Abul Khader'‘Husseini 1s very Qifficalt to catoh.

o -1ord Jol Bope: My I dsgk the Minister whethar he would do his best o see
“L- . thet the original answer gete the wifest possidls circulstion in the United

- States of America in some quarters of which there moy be fer more resdiness
v 1. to publish the eort of inmiondoes expressed in this Fouse yesterday rather
“N~ than his emswor to-88y. - - -

., Boss Williams:. %o vAll 4o a1l'ws com to mest the poimt.

' e, Horman Smith: May I esk vhother the British Eigh Coszand in Pelestine

.~ 48 scqualinted with tke identity of the murders of the nine British yolicemen
7. 'eand eoldiers end 1f go whothor eteps ard to be taken to bring them to Juetice.

. Mr,Recs Willimms: Investigations eve ®till proceeding. As yet I have not
eny definite evidemce om tho polmt. . .

7y, Meo Wilson Harris: Has the Minister obzerveld that a statemont bas been :
7 istued by Mr, Henry Wellace to the offect that Aresbe have been supplied with
.- ‘ards-from Britieh cources on United States money end will he eategorically

© . repuilato that particular elander. -~ ! : S

(| Mr,Bees ¥llliams: I did motice the. statement in tho Fress. If Kr. Vallace

7 @l meke 1% then Irogret 8t Decsuse it s mot mo et all. -

<. Mr,8idnsy 61 Ivertan: Msy I esk the Minieter vhother be 15 now in'a position

~ - %o wmend the nwmber of casvaltiss which be gave as having occurred in the

B - dajor Tufton Be'aniéh“:v-l@sfcr"e the Minleter Teplies may I ask whether he is not

—/ . expetting en apalogy to the House from the Hunourable Member for Nsleon end

. folns (ir, S, Ellverman) for his attitude yerterdsy. T

R Hr.&peaker:l’ersonal Attacks ers roally qulte out of place &t tho moment.
e - Hr. Honde 1 raon Stovert s May .1 esk - o o

"¢ Me. 8. Silvormen: I asked & quostion end I bave mot had 1t answered.

. ¢ MpJ Rees Willlame: The only alteration I bate in the figures 1s the one I
. - have glven, I bave hed mo elteration et ell frem Jerusalem vith regard to

© . -the elvilien casualtiss in ths explogion..
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B Following 18 text of m'imte notice question and angver with

| suppledentaries Tuesday 2ith Februery.
| Begins S '

o ©  Mr, Eden (by private notice) acked the Minleter of Defence whother he
» - willd inform -the Houee what action has boem taksn with regard to Eritish
. Bervice Fersonnel in Pelestine in view of threats openly expressed against
‘then." The Minister of Defence (Mr. A, V. Alezander): Immediate responeibility
for the protection of the lives of British eervice /T gp omitted? persomnecl/
in Palestine reste with the local Commanding Officers. IHis Majesty's Govermment
bave no° doubt that in the heightened tenesion in that country the officers
: conterned vill bave taken, end ere taking, all appropriate messures to this
v end, consietent vith their obligation to essist ths civil aunthorities in
’ the maintesance of law end order. The Goverrment have complete confidence
co $n the officers roeponsible on the epot end 1 can assurs them end the Houee
.~ tbat they may rely on the support of the home Govermment in eny further steps
' that -appear nocessary. I wish to repudiste entirely the unfounded espersions
upon our British forces in relation to the outrage in Jerusalem on Sunday, -
The pati:nce and forebetrance displayed in face of murderous attacks end the
courage ehown in defending both Jews and Arabs hawe been exemplary end
vorthy of owr highest admiration,: C '

‘7 Wy, Eden: While wo associate ourselves with everything vhich the Right
Honoursble gentleman has said adout the troops and the officers, moy we take
- it from that engwer, that in regard to any eteps that the local authorities
think 1t necesgary to take - for instance, the placing of the army on & war-
time footing eo that casualiies do not.occur in the way they recently occcurred --
. local commandors are free to take thowe steps.
NS ©  Mr, Alexandér: They have our full support.
' . Mr, Bendereon Stewart: May I ask vhether the Govermment in view of this
. récent outrage, following as it does eo many others, have made any change in
their general plans in order to avoid a repetition in the coming weeks of .
afything so dresdful, ,

7~ Mr. Gallacher: Mey I 'esk tho Minister of Defence the same question that
I aoked the Under Secretary State of State for the Colonies, Will he in view
-0f the situation eoe that hogpital cases are taken out of Palestine. Cannot

- be understand vhat a terrible thing it is for the mothers of these lads if
their lads are in hoepital., It iz bod enough when they are strong and healthy,

< 7. We, Alexander: Bo ‘such ection as the Eonourable Msiber suggests would
" epperently have eaved the lives of the two men Just wounded and undergoing
imzediate treatment whem they were foully murdored. We ehall of course take
. all possible stsps to btring home the men who sre in hospitel as scon as
' “they ere f£it to be moved. : ‘ ‘ ‘

_Bir G, Jeffreys: Will the Right Eonourable gemtleman say whether the
 hospitsls ere properly guarded by British troops end ermed police and whether
-+ .44 will be possible on enother occasion for murdersrs to enter another hospital
7 ‘end ‘brutally murder men in bed, . . i

. ‘Mr Alexander: I ehould eay that this was somothing which occurred
.. very suddenly in that particular erea. I must leave steps of that kind with
S \the greatest confidence in the bands of the vory officlent Comander-in-Chief.

P
I

THRERD Sir R. Glyn: HayI ask whether, in regerd to Jerusalem and that
o ., perticular district, any restrictions have beon placed on local cosmenders
S 1n regard to the impesition of martial lav,
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Hr. Alozanders Imld uk@bo hca:‘vev_mtice of that gquestion.
. Hajor Iﬂgse-ﬁonrha: Wonld ‘not the'Bight Eoncureble gentlemen consider
- the possibility of evacusting-all hogpital patiente into the Cunnl Zone snd
abuns the Egyptian Covernmemt if they /mould belp.
: “':Qh‘. Aloxeader: I em ouro that every posoidle etep is baing teXen to

- gvacuato hospital csees as early ae poesible but of courss va cammot evacuate

| ém who:are 2ot in e £1t condition to be moved.

.0 Bqualrom leader Fleming: Is 1% ot & fact that the local Commender-in-
;. . Chief in Peleptine has no emthority bimself to dsclore mortial law without
¢ - . the consent of the Palsstinian Government exd if he had, 1f martial law vere
4 .- Gsclaved, Goes the Right Bomourabls gentluman consifer thet there are sufficient
7 troops ent police in that comtry to malmteln martial law,

s Earl Winterton: Whon will the Right Bomcurable gontlsmen be 1o a
e g: sition to answer tho question whick is repratedly put %o him: Has tho
% dccal Commander-in-Chief or hes ke not full permisaion to declare martial -
/. .+ dav that 18 to eay, to elwot et slght thage murderous ruffisns ¥ho ere
S surdering our people, : S . '

s o Mre Alexenders I em surs that the powers which, of course, rest with
'~ /the Palestinian Govermment and ‘the High Campisefoner, would be put into
- ' Operetion at any time it was roally nocossary. I sm alto euve that i the
- Conmander-in-Chief was not satisfied on the point, he would make it known,

© ... ¥e. Henderson Etewart: In view of the questions vhich have beem put in the
\. " laBt ten ainutss apd the obvious anxiety which everyons feels, wonld not the
©; Right Bonouradle gentlemen’ concider the Lssuo by the Governmeni of & statemeat,
i perbaps noxt week, indicating vhat mejor changes in podicy, which obviously
- eteryone desires, ers likely to te made, - - L
co 00 Mrs Alewmnder: I em hot qulte sure whad the Eonourabls gentleman covers
& ' by the.word "policy”. If he 1s addressing to me & question with regard to
¢ £he policy of evacuatimm and dates, I o not sece any poesibility of altering
"> . the policy alresdy emmouwnced. - : S ST

’

. . e ‘4, N
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. & . Followimg istext of quortion and nswer in Houge of Comioms
e toflay 25th February, o o ‘

. Question erises frem pross rei)bri;s that A, E. C, from Coiro has
Genlod enthority of Aral pamphlot, : ' '

BEGINS,

| 3 . - . . . /;

- .0 #r, Silvermsn by private notice o ask the 5§ of S for the Colomles
* . vhetlier he hee eny further statement to moko concerning the recent outrages
i - dndJermgalem in view of ¢h¢ fact that Arab Eigher Committoe beve ropuiliated,

v as Télpe, tho document taklmg responesidility for the outrages.

S

% bave bosn'made by tho' Ared Eigher Commitios to wiich ny Eonourable Friend
«~ gefers. It is, bovever, o fect thet such s pamphlot was circulated in
i ‘Jerupalen yesterday &nd I informed the Bouss of tho fact. Ends. =

o 2. In ensvsr to & eupplemsntary question, I stated that I stood by
! y’ee‘:wgg'e etatenent Togarding ‘dmplication of Zritish Saemq;korcoe.

. S
~

’

... ¥r,. Rees. mmm’: X have zeenr & prees report of the statement purporting



