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3 Februasry 1948

UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Alternative Draft of Letter to be Sent to Sir Alexender Cadegan

I have the hbnéur to inform you that I have been dire’c;‘héd by the
Unitedl Nations Palestina 'dommia:aian to commmicate %o you iLs views
Pegarding the msswer glven by you en behalf of your Géver’nmem &t the
twsnty-seventh meeting of the Cormission on 30 January 3948, to one of
the questigus which the Commissien had pi'esented to you on 19 Je.nuarye
Tou ﬁll recall that the second of the quest;i’dne{ relating to
the Comuissiont®s dieschargs of its adm.mistrative'respog‘sibilities waSs
as _‘followa: | | |
" nfs 1t to be iﬁderst;md fi'pm‘Sir Alexander's statement
’ to the Comiissien at its sixvh meeting on lb Janvary, thet his
Government would be 'prepared to agree to the Cormission's
arrival in Palestine bshortly before the Mendate is temihated;
in order that there may be en ov;rlﬂp of say, a fortnight during
_ ‘which the Commissien can take up its responsibilities!, thet '
. ~ the Govefnment‘of the United Kingdom would not regard favourably
& decision of the Commissien to come to 'Palc\estine at an earlier :
date if the Gommission shog]:d consider this necessary for the ;

discharge of its functions?"
Your formal reply to this question stated thab:

"His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom would

not regard favourably any propssal by the Commission to proceed

to Palestine earlier than two weeks before the date of the '
teminatiofx of the Mandate," !
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I 2m to inform you th&t it is the considergd view of the Com-
mission that the proposal of your Govermnment that the Commisaion should
not proceed to Palestiné earlier th£n two weeks before the date on ;hich
the Mandate is to be terminated is entirely unacceptable,

The Commission is convinced that this limitation on its arrival
in Palestine would meke it impossible for the Commission to discharge
the responsibilitiés entrusted to it by the resolution of the Genersl
Assembly. The Cormission has been informed that the Mandatory Power
proposes to relinéuish its responsibility for the Government ef
Palestine as a whole and not plecemeal, ' In consequence, the Commission,
in.two short weeks in Palestine, would he required to prepare itsslf to
assunme reSponsibility; under most difficult circumstances, for the full
burden of a complex administrativé‘structure and for majntaining law
and order in the comntry,

The Commission has decidéd, therefore, to ask you to be so kind
as to ccnvey’to your Govermment this request for reconsideration of its
policy in this matter,

I have tﬂe henour to be;
Sir;

Your obedient Serﬁant,

His Excellency

The Right Honourable Sir Alexander Cadogan G.C.l.G., K.C.B.,
United Kingdom Representative to the Unlted Nations,
Permanent United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations
6lst Floor, -

350 Fifth Avenue

Hew York 1, N. Yo



