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g Comnication Baceived from Unitea )
’ legatiom Conooring Rehovcth Tmin Oumge

. The following cem:zication, onclosing the text of a
Queation end Anever in the House or Commons on the Rehovo-bh
Train outra.ge in !’aleatine on Februm 27, has been received

L frcm lir ‘I‘mrford Salth of the United Eingdom Delegation,
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- Empire State Building
Emr !ork J., I.Y.
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o 3rd Merch, 1948
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My dear Buacke, .,

I enclds& a copy of the text of & Question and Answer
in the Eoueo of Comtions of Narch lst, demling with tho
tra.in outmge in .‘?alastine on !‘ebruax:y 27th, '

 You vill see that in anmr.mg the Question, the
>Colonial Office Spokemn mde & number of quotatione from
“the etatement 1esmd by the Govement of Palestine of
_Alla.rch lat, of which I beneve you have already received
cOpiee. o
' ‘ '-Xouri ‘sincerely,
/.a/. Trafford Smith
" (Trarfost Saith)

Dr. Ealph o~ Bunche S
aﬂ"rincipal Secreta.ry to the ’Unitcd Fations
- Commission on Palectine,
United Hations, .
'_ I-ake Success,




SRR | ‘Polloving is Ly 'a: question and snever in House of
~ Commons to-doy, lst March. .

e, £den: To ask the Socretary of State for the Colonies whether

-~ be hap eny statemsnt to meke on the mining of the Cairo-Eaifa train yoster-

Co- Bnswers L It 1p with the deepeést possible regret that Bis Majesty's -
1 .. Covertment ennounce thet et approximately 8:40 in tho morning of the 29th
o, Februery the pagsenger train from Eantera to Esifs was blown up by unkmown
- pereons & ghort distance morth of Rehovoth Railwsy Station. The train
“conslsted of 13 coach®a S of which were militery epd the last 3 coaches
- . which contained military persomnel only wers completsly wrecked. The fol-
o Yowing casueltles, all Britisk eervice pérsomnel, were csused by the explo-
< elon. Dead 27, dengerously wounded 6, geriously wounded 9, slightly wounded
+ L y20.  She casualtlies were cleared by 10.30 a.m. and were sdmitied to the
| Bravish Bidlitary Hospitel at Beor Yaacov. On investigation 1% was found
o v that -k ‘cherges hed been 1414 wnder sleepers approrxiretely 10 yerds apart,
. . Bhres of these had boon Gotonated and the fourth, which failed %o explode,
S 2 fovnd to.contein 100 pounde of ammonsl im sendbags. ALl four chages
YA ysere wired to an ignition point in an or¥ange grove 300 yaxrds from the
E C o treck. Ho escistance was given to military personnsl ywho were carrying R
. o ent investigations by persoms in the locality. There is me yet no informa-
- tdon evallable es t0 the fJontity of persons responsible for this outrage
5cEpt for e report thef the Stérn Ceng bave clsimed respomsibility. I
- ¥igr on behalf of His Majésty's Covernment and the Cuvermment of Falestine .
7 %w express decp sympathy with tke relatives of those who lost their lives
' .eme result of this shocking outrage. A statement bhze been issued by the
- -Governgent of Pelestine ln Jorusalem to-day recalling the catslogue of
L enormities perpetrated by <Jewish terrorists in recent monthe and draving
e dilention to the fallure of the Jevish Community to sssist in bringlng the
- guilly to Justice end in particuler the refueal to give evidence in the
~ - »irafficlal police inguiries into the Pen Yehuda Strect explosion., "The -
© o o leeders of the Jewizh Commimiity" the statement tetlares,  "bave felt tham-
- _s¥lves Ynablo for political resscns to take any steps to bring to Justice
- %he peracns responsible for these crimes ami have thus fecilitated the
: kpresd of. lawlestnose and dlsorder to s point st which the commmity itself
o+ is threatened with deitruction by elements vithin itaslf, In this neglect
T ‘of ite respoasibllities theaJewish Agency hes attempted to excuwe itsslf
y-resort to caloulated immuendces,, faleslioods end propegends directed
gainst British membvers of the Security Forces who are, in fact, every day
Touiprotecting Jewish property end saving hupdreds of wzivilien lives even at
© /. r:the risk-of thoir own", Referring to the Ben Yehuéa Strest outrage the
/" stetemont points out that "in opite of officinl denisle the Jewieh Agency
- - - .hab répeated that 1t vas a British Aramy Convoy that was responeible" and
- ‘continues "nobody outaido Jevieh circles hélieves this and there can be
. -abother purpose in repeating 1t then:td.etiroup racial hatred. The fact
N 4w that the vshicles reaponeible for thie outrage were no more & British
L Army ‘Comvoy than the vehilcles stolen from time to tims by Jews and used by
© . 7: ‘tHem om mumsrous occaslong for the murder of many more people than were
' .. killsd in Ben : Yohuds Sirest.” The statement concludes "The Government,
oo adndfol of the du%yrof the Sacurity Forcee to maintain law snd onder and
. confrouted with the deliderate.policy of the Jewieh Agency to render their
o task ey difficult as possible, depires now to bring omce more to the serious
_.ettention of the Jewish community in Palestine the fact that the continuwance
. of indiscriminate murder and‘condoned terrorisa can lcad only ‘to the for-
o« felture by the community of all right in the eyes of the world to be mmbered
© ¢ emong civilised peorles”.. e :
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-‘_, Mp, Edons I em sura the vhole Eouse will endorse what ths Ecooursabl
| Gentleman szid at the end of hls statement. Doss he resall that some
1ittle time ego I esked him whother the Authorities on the spot bad teken
evory atep to put ths Armed Foress om & War footing bscause it is clear
- that we ero dealing with u eomplotely ruthlsss enemy. May I ask him
. whethor bo 8 setlefied that that'1s wow being dozs. For instance, were
- 831 the military preteutions which would hove boen takem if the Avmed Forces
. . ¥ere om a War footing taken In this cese. I% soems to us thet some further
- -precautions will have (0 bs taken espécially about the movemenmt of dodles of
, - trotps of eny eize by rall. - '

. '¥r, Rees Willlams:; A)1 necesasry precautions have boen taken but the
. - Right Honourable Gedtleman will undexstand that the protsotion of a railvay
dine 1s 2 very @ifficuit operatica.. Ths Billtery Authorities in Palestine
I " bave full power to take vhatevor meagures they desm meceasary to protect

: the lives of the Britich troops in Palestine,

-y
”

»

Hr-;' Wi_isda Harri.é’: Can the Minieter throw amy 1ight on the origin of the
- paplosivent - Is 1t.of & typo vhich could ks obtainsd by looding in Paledtine

- fteelrt
.7 Mr. Boss Vililamsi Yoo Sir. . |
" afr Compoliore Earvey: IP thogo mem vome roturaing frcm leave why ware thoy

-, umot flown direct from Egypt to Pelestime to evoid the wecessity of going
B 3200} DU R R | | B

' : ﬂm Ries H&llizme ' I caum vot answer that quéatim witout motice,

© M. Thomas Refd: Is uot the eaving of 1ives in Palestine more importent
.- %hep wiaing or losing tho noxt election in America; :

. .. Buadren Loafor Fleming: Is 1t mot e fact thet im spito of these repeated -
o - oulrages mpartlal lav hes not yot boen declared in Palestime, ,

.M. Rees Willlems: It 15 o technical podat as to whethor martial lav wvould
i 7i $3ve ‘eny more protection but 1f the Milftary Authorities in Palestine desired

A :

ST Y to dmpogs martliel-law His Majesty's Govermment would acquiesce. |

M. Bdems | The 14 o mattor of far roaching importamco and there have
U béen-medy guostions. Tha positiom in far from elsar. May I azk the Homor-

/. .#ble Contleman and pérhaps the Prims Minister too 17 they would look into

\

=" .. this mattor ewd emsura us that 4f martial law wvould essist the protection
SRR 3 the,:l_.!’wes*of-'on;"_trm:‘s‘ then martial law will at once be declared.

N

-1 Bre Roes Willlams:  We kave locked into tids matter and the nilitary

' authoritles themsslves hove mot up to now deairsd to hdave martisl lew
.- 7impoged. . It 1g their Geoision, The Calomial Offics suggested the imposi- -
-7 tion ef marticl lav end they 412 not vamt. it. _ '

U Mes Thurtle: - In view of ths fact that this outrags appears to have had

- A48 origin in the outrige i Jernealem cam my Eonourable Frichd-sey whother

- -him ettentici ‘Haa boow drawn to er erticle im the Jovwish Standard of last
7. Saturday which contalumed all sorts of irmuendoos againgt the British troops
-, el 311 he teky eardy efspe to ropufilats the suggsstiomo in the exticle.

(-;@m;,nfésc_wmxé}ss:' I hfa!e‘.'mt)t reafi the &tiﬂo bug 1t 1s now guite clear ‘
“that Britisk troeps vers in no way roeponsidle for these incidents and it
4% @ blataat Aie to eay thet thoy wore. :

. - Mr. Bden: = - I sgree but tho Bomoureble Gentdemen will recallect that
© . 1in previous questicns referomccs wore wade to statemsnts conteining thome
s inhuendoes egaiust the British trocps emd I think the Homoursble Cemtlemen
- unfertooks tc commult ths Attornmey Gendral im the matter. DMNay we kmow the
. Yesldt of that commultation. . :
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¢ Wr. Rees Williems: The mattor 1s still uader eonsidetatiom. We havo.
-~ not yot had eny roply, ‘ ' ,

- ¥ice Admiral Teylor: Io it not e faok thnt the M) itery Authorition |
..+ bave not fmpcsed martiel lav in Palestind beseuse they bave mot got eufficiont
troops to caxxy ftout, . - s o

- \.Si(r,.!%alﬁh Glsm '_ xaa'iz_at tho Ezghef Cotinlonicusy poters umder spei:ﬁ.l
© - ordinewee to put duto force -regulations equivalent to martial law?

e, 'I;i,eas'-w-;iuem:‘ ‘Yes be bas end that $a why up to mow tke military
-enthorities bave uot decidsd to impose mavtlel law, .

© . Capts Marsden: ‘Ea’-.«'a the Miditary Authorities pmm within the Cozmnender
~4n Chief's ovn autlority to fupose martlal law or do they have to get thair
- authority from the igh:Camissioner or frua the Socretary 6f State?

T .U Mr.Rebs Willlams: At ths prozent noment the euthcrity rests witk the

= " Bigh Commiesfoney, If martial lew vere imposed the authority would derive
.3 - from the Compander im Chief but that poaitice bas not boon dezired by tke
- . Military Autkorities in Palostine., If the Commender in Chief desiysd to
& - l#pose martlal lew we ehould sgréc to 1t but he kas not yet desired 1t.

o Capt. Hars&m: . Eag. tot ,t;’:é.ﬂigli‘vﬁclmuéioaer expz-éasad eny views on the
1 eubJect one vpy or the othor? - 2 :
H:. Rees Williema: - Yes behaa.lle bas go far acqulasced in the views
Fo v 0F the Milltary Authorliy. o o . e v

.

U ete AL ealters T vlew of the Ministor's statemont om the attitude of -
© s . the Jewish Agency viil ke say whet eteps ére belpg taken in regexd to thst
cAgemeyt < T T TR

. .. Mrs Roes Villlems: - Tiat 48 & mattsr mow ndsr considerations

- Mrs Follick:s . Cen my Homotrsble Filend 62y whother a vroguest has yet-
‘ . regéived fram the Cimmander in Palestine esking for additiomel trocps %o
. wbe sent out there to mset the @ifficult positicn? :

e A Réqa,ﬁmim:! Fo cnchjf;';dd#é_sﬁ bes boon pecetved. .
. VSir Villiem Daviing: - Eap the possibility boon considered of placing oa
<o 8l trales on vhich British troops ere trmwelleg reprosentatives of the
©+ " Losal Authority whotler Jows or Arcbs? In simtlar cireumstences scme years
ERREOR! -2 ,that‘pmatige' vas folloved with graat edvantege. . s

.- #r, Rees Williems: = Ho,

A - Lt L T
M Reenam: - Could not the Govermmont try amd clarify the position
<o 80 Uy sertisl lav will Ye neayar than apparemtly it 1s? _ :




