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It will bs x-&aJ.lsd that on 4 Feb-kar=y 1948 ue held a wneultation 

4, . With the ~?~a?mwhntat~ve Of the mted wm ref~pectlng prelipliIm?y etep8 

to be %&@a by the Commtoeim prior to the temInatS.m of the Handate for 

anil Jowieh Gtates) ahall, withIn the shorted tlm possible, recruit 

an arm& rnilitda from the reeldents of that state, sufficient in number 

to maaintaln interz+tionaJ order and to prevent frontier claehee. Thie 

4Umfd mSJ.itieb in 4smh otate eha3l for operational ptmpom~, be under 

the cm of Jswioh or llrab offlcere resfdenta in that &ate, but 

@swral politieah - tillt& controll, includi~ the choice of the 

milltla'e high ccm&xM, e.haU. be sxercieed by the Carrnai~eion."(~az..8) 

In on@ of f&e an~~ox's givbn to the CWsaion by 6lr Alexmxi.er &dog&n 

aa stated that the %r&na.atiry mJ8r wal not ps2mlt fol%!?ation of my UUitia 

prior to the termination of the jimdate; but he aleo stated that the kndator:. 

P@mr will not object to pm steps being taken to pregare for the 

tmatlon of fm armed sllltla. &L the coxmukation alluded to, Mr. Fletcher-Cooks 

b answer to t-b guoastlon whstbr the Mandatory Power woulcI pemdt the Cozuv~%ssloxr 

to ta@ tat@ r0llcnriagz psegbfit0rg,~tip8, 
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6%5l@&tiOA Of C&AtOXXtA%~t SreWj ~&WI.litb&j 

ttrati~; CquspplAg; aA% etatabll~t ofmdrea, 

be.eaM tha;t his owfl parroml vim wm &at hisl government will not likely 

agree to aq of thoas four pc"eparatorg steps for the formation of a mlUtia, 

anb thqt ho wodd refer the qwshn to &mdcm for a definite awwer. 

.Aw~xaing to t&3 cwmti0n of m. Cooke 0f 27 aam, tat3 m-m 0f 

the UnltsB X3x&i& to oei& queatlon lo t&e foU0wU.g: 

"Gmeral ep+kSng, mime of~them activities can be pemaltted 

iA Palsstzns' prior to the tissmaation of th% Bltmdab, although it lo 

possible that come @i-e- steps might be taken dtariag the last 

fortaightofthestmdatory perlod.v 

f  wish tO -'the &tQAtiOA of tb &m?daei~~ that in this a~mrer there , 

1raodsf~teaerstllraracqthQt~eC~sslomwilll bsqJ&nmd to take em. 

-preUninqystepisduringt&e &at fortaigbt ofthekndatoryperlod. l&e 

&imerergreeeoe & poedbllity only that come prellnlmry otspa might be taken 

duriq the last fortnight of the rmndatoxy period. 

&3tQ~tt-h05%~%~ Bt%pSWX3, the coS!BUdicatioA&88AOtstry. 

(2) 

. %a furs atiwe'ire conc%rwtl they arezmefy left bebimLw 

(~66, Berbatti Record) 

" ,&. EWth f&d, "They iill b@ left with the eucceeeor authority, and 

that, of cotirma, mama the carppL16slQIIa. 

Mr. Cooke aaaeu, "3 tblnk yoJl could wely Bay thst the @xvmment of . : 

&dhstlne woultl cex%abl$ axot haad over tie arm with aqY other autbority...they j 

til;L.m?rsly lome It thsre" (p.7, ibld). 

btr. Sm.Sh made this clarlflcatlon, "A8 youknuw,theplaaatthsm0ne~t 

bf~that the ComEaelon~Bbauld arrive ln PeIeetino two weeks in advmce 

Of thQ.&it? Of t@BXT%kitiOA. @‘be Of the qW&iOAS to bs Ae~Otbh6i!i bOtWcw9A 



“xt ie not grO~OS.ed, prlor to thQ -texrslxlation or the wandate, 

, to withdraw iham local 8alestinian Police Forces recruited br 

IltunicQalitles.or ~thesrias haodod over to Ima1 Authorltiee the . 

.qti~xit and ortores &ado mailable to thtm to enable them efrectively 

to carq out their dutlss. Those lhanicipal Police Forces are beixlrg 

fez+ to eumr8 a5 far a8 poeelble at lead a ~168~~~6 0r local. eocarlty 

durSngtho$eriodbetweenthe teralnatlcmof theJkmdatean8 t&e organ- 

12atlon by the, eucea8or~authoritler 03 8w lpachinery ror the pmeervation 

of laW cmd order. ALI atherquipumt, atorw, buildlngre, poete and 

d&s of the P~.WtSae.Poli& Zorcs wi3l be mallable to be tekesa over 

by the Comaiaeion with effect from 15 M43~ and the Government 0r Pale6ttie 

tire rea4ly.to @mm the pcmdure ae rem thie takb~ over 0r anna, 

equQpent, e&se, etc aa ath mgres5d3ktm8 0r the c05a38ia'~ mif+r, 

All BrpB; eqn+rieut, &ores, etc ., or the !I~EuIB-Jo~&~~ Erontler FOIWCI ’ 

!  aktbspropertpoitBe~~tish~andnane0rthanvillbabandsd 

over to the CoaPmnibBloIl;* (p.2) 

(3) 

tie followi@ 4trQstim-~~a also aeked duriag the conmltation: 

~ou%Qth~~atory&uerallowthe CcmdssiontoImi;LBup a 

Stock Of ar2k~ etmd eqtigr&mt in ~alestlne to be etoreb under esal until 



I  

In the -cation~i 27 Febnaary,~the following appears to be the 

ijimw-m to that question: 

“(b) Before mpreesing‘sqy vluws on the question aa to whether 

the Comleelonwoalldl-be pennitted'to buildupa &ore ofunas and 

&&ment u&e@ m&l ln Pal0stlne prior to the date of the termination : 

of the DIaadizte,JUs-Hajasty*cr Govemgent would wish to kuow what tme 

"of amus the CormniirBlon have In Z&id and vhat guaranteea they could 

giYea0tothe@iremtodyduriagthe periodofl+j&y. Any arl%n&e- 

IDbnt8 for @wh flase cU8tody vould, of course, ham to be ndlertakcm 

ea5 t&e conweaan'8 ovn re8ourceLI. when Hi6 #a~efsty'o Government 

have the anmrerm to the84 qwetionfs, they 8111 considt~ whether It I6 

po8eibl.e to r&x the embargo upon the &sport of ecw~ Into Paleetlne 

a8 appeare to be %mplled ln the CmmlreisnWe original questlom3". (p.2) 

.l aa of the opmoa that, ia Ylev of the anewer of the united Ian@= 

3-t ~wtad, the tmtter or etocing axma and equipppent in Pelaetlne by the 

ccamwe~on before the temtion of the iil?mdate mhould not be preseed , 

!thle ia anoUmr.pueetion propcmnded-in the couxee of the cont3ultatlou: 

“Would~theW~Power~ta Bpeclcrll E?ollce Force recruIted 

&re ta.tho 8mwer or Mr. Coo&et 

"sthlnkfitkn4WWy ecryrfbatthegoverrmsentofPaleetinewoulB 

aerlst soy posilble-a& to amuxe tJie continuity of eecurlQ, that le 

tosay, thatapollgs iaWe, lSitie formd inthloway belug Ina 

position to take O~ez nu m6tly, but r caaulot answer the Queetion E&B to 

, . 



"(c) As reghde the enquiry & to whether if the Coa~~Iersion 

ddaIded to recru2t CL pOllcs Force out~~lde Palestine prior to the date 

of the t-tion of the Blandate, such a Force would be pem3ttwl 

to anter palest&w prior to that date, Bier #ajestyy’e Goverxxaent 

vlah to pi& out that the m~crulta& f-mm outafdb Palsetlne, of a 

Police Porte for PaleBtine (o&r than J~FUBELW) fr not contemplated 

in the tkWZ’& iS6&l&&‘8 ~llOtUt%Xk. If t&I CoBBeislBiOU pZ?OCOedB to 

Paleet~, they vllk SeguSre a- PoUce Force for thalr ovn eecurity 

and there is QO obJscl%oa to euch d Force entering Jeruealeun at asy 

Z~r3atheun&~~that*ywllllcoauply vlthsay ordsre of the 

Co~amment of Palestisae r@ing itr location and activities and that 

it will not hcludo rl@mr Jetrieh or Arab maberB. (Underscoring oura) 

“(d) Airepztls the rlaillar quo&km which vm ralmd In 

reapact of a Poli;ce lores *or JOAX~ to be recrulted outside Paleat%ne, 

& iti presimad that th* Ccmd6eiaa vi11 concert arr8ngIlmente for 43 

&mrity Force for &rwalm With the %=UBtfWM&ip hlld~, BiacX3 It iS 

upontheCo~thatthora~~0~~1bifity under the Pkrnofracrulting 

&chM&~tioMlP0;ilcsP0rce toam3istlnmsinta~lawsnd 

order ln the Cltg,falls~.".(p.2, ib%d) 

(5) 
Th% is aleo Saothsrr quo&ion &mmded duriag the cozmult&lon: 

"BoW600ncalthe&ii&toryPoverflvni8h the ~~~i0Uwith 

ad6bUedlnventorgofaltthe prupertyawlassste of the Palestine 

Police sbrcet " 
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'that the sxeation of au& obu;niclp&a Palice Forrm, far frum ad- 

to the Qen&erW~fcohltzictbetueen the Jewe endArab or effecting 

$ha farrpertion ofallN.as, wl3.l iepreaat the beat contribution 

/ 
that could be amde to the BlMxltanQncs of security in purely &9wiah 

/ 
,; or Arab areae.” . 
I I 
! . :( . (7) I.. 
!  .' 

..; ' ~ i L:' dklaher queBtion ,prapuundQd durwg the 'conaultatian was thle : 

.i "C< “Uatdd the.)aatlbatory Power have no obJection to the Comleelonse 

.jd, -. 
!. @eading,%te mUlti~ advirers ta Pri&atine before the termination of' 

the biaudate ln order to QdV~BQ the fkJBrRiaslon aB to pregxrratory stepe 

. In corxkQctloxl wltb the foImtloa of the future lnultia?" 

wr.coolaeizMlwe~: . 

f 

the enmfer befoi'e we oea let you how.” (p.19, ibid) 

'(a) Q2wrQ SB no dJJ0ction to the Bxriial at any tae of 

lsS%iw or POliCQ advimrs to be‘& to Peleetlne by the Cosml6~lon, 

pxotideu that thby ara few ln number and that they confine thMlves 

to~mattare cazmectsd with the iolmat3on of ftature security ForcQB.w 

(P.3) .. 

#Insher QueBtlal aeked wali tho ioJJolrag: 
%r the 8hmdatory Parer tuiy auggeetion to make aa to how security 

Hr. Cooke: * . . .%+B 8kTidUtiO~ -62 dOQB not conelder itBQu ip QDy Vay 

reepanefble for orriatmancs of eecurZty after the d&of termination 

of thel4aAat0, exce~tlrreor8ras theGener8l Officer $Zcmmmdm till 

have c-pawerewtich;ar yonknow,wl11be brought tothenotice 
\ 

of the Cooaiaeion aa loom as ve baoe received them from kmdon,'but 
I 

,  , :  ‘ , . !  
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I ;\,- ,- whbh will, 80 far a6 I mdersrtaad it, lbLt hia functlcms to those 
: .I ; "( 

.:1 6tepe whlah be may CM neceeraarJr to take ln order to facilitate the 
: , I. ../ I 
: ,: 

" ii, 
wshdraml of the Brltiieh forces.~&&L2) 

::, 
i :' 

& the comwii$catlOn of rl Pebrnazyy, the f0U.owin.g appeara to be a 
! : /, j ' ieflnite 

i '. 
aaaswer tt, the qneution: 

j , i 
;; 

::,- ‘. j ,, -*(h) Bi8 #ajbety*e Goverment &as no mggeotlon to make aa to 
: .: ; .,.! 
i :,. I' how #etmrity COI&& hst be maWabed in the period between the termin- 

:,.: 
<>. 

: : 1 ,.c.:: 
lition of tb8fElndate and the fomatlon of the militieJ3.n 

:,.j;, -; 2ha c~catim etre8em the fact that upon the Connniseion will fall 

\ .;I-,,. . . 'the tank of formpiry5'ltu~ow Becttr~ty force to gaard their WberB up to the 

;:'j \ tePiaatioa8. of the b!ewate. It me : 
.* .., ., 
1‘. I .I “2. 

: ., 
Aa ha& tgre&dy been brogght to the notics of the cEonllaBBfoL1, 

‘. thiy Vill reqube their vwn eecuxdty force after the taplniastion of the 
.::‘; , 
.: . . slardlateaxa~5)Isp&&8. !I!he,gropcti-thatthecowut,~eeion ahouldgo 

: : ., to AQlrwaa8mde on the.barrlrr that &=Atida forces would not be 

,I 
Lo ; imllmtblatogwdt&mthere.R 

4,' 

1, 

“3. The &xadaw Power, a6 ha8 e.&eudy been sstated, will 

take whatever etepe’aay be porrlble b regard to the protection of the 
I. 

1 f.2 
CaaPrirsioas durw the overlap gerbil up till 15 3k.y." 

1 
.i. %t iI, 9p CObB~derd,?iew #at no useful purpoee could be eermd in 

-C= (e&gzed) 
Repreomtative 
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