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| UBITED-BATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION
Communication Received from United Kingdom Delegation
Conceraing Incursions of Amed Arab Bsnds into Palestine

_ The following eomunication, concerning the incursions of armed
" Arab bands into Palestine, haa been received from Mr. Fletcher-Cooke of
L ~ the United tin_gdon Delogation,

o~
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Empire State Puilding
How York 1, K. Y.

- BECRET ' | { B 11th March 1948

. % dear Bunche, _
‘1 enclose & copy of & note which Sir hamder Cadogan has sent
to the Pre’si@ent and to the other Permanent Mbers of f‘the Security
Councdl, which s, I think, agu-ozpianatoxﬁ.
© You vill oo doubt bring the information contained in this mote
“to the notlce of the Comiselon.
- " Yours eincerely,
- J. Fletcher-Cooke (signed)

,‘Dr. 8alph J. Bunche,
- Principal Becretary to the U'niud llationa

' Commission om Pelestine, .

- United Hatlons,

' Icke Succeea.
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A,  INCURSIONS OF ARMED ARAB BANDS INTO PALESTINE
In addition to reports alrsady eupplied to the United Hations Palestine
Commission, the following information is now available:
- (1) fic 1arge incursiong of toréign guerrims‘ took place ciuring the
‘week enn.'u:zg the 2lat ngruary; 1948, '
~ {2) There was n.ijcience to euggest that in ordsr to avold friction

| with His Majesty's Covernment, it hiad been decided that further reinforcemente
_ ahould c’roéi the frontler in emall @0an and with greater sscrecy.

_ *_(3) A report- that a motorised detachment of armed Egyptian volunteers

" had entered the Geza District was dismissed as.probably incorrect and it was

suggested that the roport might have grisen from confusion with a Red Crescent
Unit vhose admiesion had received the consent of the Government of Pslestins.
(4) On the 21st February, the pumber and dispoeition of foreign guerrillas

- forces vas bellieved to be somewhat as follovs: -

{a) ‘Galilee ‘ 1,000 in groupe of 50 to 100
A ) “under a central command
(v)  Baife 7 About 200 - 300
(c) Samaria , 3,000 to 4,000
(4)  Jeruealem City | Some hundrede
‘ (9) JM"Msuict Possibly 500
(r) Jaffa Town * ' About 200
(g) Geza District About 100 believed to be
- i , Egyptians.

At i‘ega’;d. the veek ending 28th Februery, 1948, there were no further
reports of‘l.argoeaeale.m‘b infiltrations and it 1s believed that the present

- polley 1s for volpﬂtacra'~‘to'be sent info the country in emall parties. It

vas reported that there had been no major ¢lashes between these Arab bands

“end the Security Forces during the week under review.

;n the Daily Incident Report for the 28th February (sent to the Commis-

810n) there was & reforence to the fact that during an attack by eome 1,500
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Forces ueing artillery, four Arabs belleved to be Iragis were wounded.

© B DISPOSITICN OF THE ARAD LEGIOR
1. Arad Iegion Units in Palestine sre employed on static guard and
oscort duties end not in deeling wvith ccmuml disordere.
e, The plan for withdrawal to Tmna-Jordan by stages of the Arab
Legion has been worked out by the mi)itery authorities. Of the twenty-one

" Unite in Palestine, four were scheduled to leave by the end of February, a
further four by the end of March end the remainder by the 15th April.

" 3. Incldents have occurred in which personnsl of the Arad Legion

are alleged to havo firgd mprovoked. on Jevieh convoys pessing their cemps.
Those allegations have ell been investigated and in no instance has it been
establiched that the Ayab Leglon fired first.

: . . United Kingdom Delegation
.~ A3th March, 1948




