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UNITED BATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION
. Commmisation Received from United Kingiom Delegation

Glving Answers to Questions Recelved by Unilted Kingdom
Delegation from Four Povers. . -

v The Vfollm’d:’zg communication, giving the text of answers to questions
“reteived by Uﬁited Klngdom Delegation from the Four Powers » has been received
i by Mr. Lisicky from the United Kingdom Delegation. -
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With the compliments of the

United Kinglom Delegation to the United Nations

URGERT . . 12th March, 19L8.
My dear President,

A8 I m'omiaed in my letter of March 10th, I have now obtained from .

: Ipnaon and Jeruvalem answers to the questions in the list furnisghed to ms by

Semotor Austin on behalf of the Four Parmanent, Members of the Security Council

“a.t our meeting on March Gth.

- The nmorandm vhich I transnit to you herewlth contains angwers to
all thess guestions with the exception of No 8, on which I made my position

. tlear at the meeting on March 9th.

In addition to enswéring the specific questions Jisted by Senator
Austin, I have included such information as 1is available to me on
suppletientary polats vhich arose during ouwr discussion of the questions.
A further such point which was put to me was whether His Majeaty's
Govermment in the United Kingdom have eatered into any converaations with
the Govermments of Arab States tordering on Falesitine in regard to '
incursions of Areb irregulars. In this connection I em authorised to
inform you that Hie Majesty's Goverrment have protested to the Governments
of Syria end Transjordan against the {nourtions of Areb irrsgular forces
into Palestine from ths territory of those States, and have asked them to
usg their best endeavours to prevent similar igcursions in future.

T Iam sending copies of this lettor and enclosure to my United States,
French and Soviet colleagues, to the Chairmen of the Palestine Coxmission and

. to the Secrstary-General for his perlong.l information.

‘Yours elncerely,

(sd.) V.G. LAWFORD.

(for Sir Alexander Cadogan)

pr. Ting-Fu Tsiang,

 President,
Security Council,
United Nations..
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| QUESTION 1:

-ABSHER 1:

QUESTION 2:
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Have:any incursions by armed elements from outaside Palestive
occurred in additién to those already reported to the
Palestine Cammission by the Mendatory Power? ‘

The following information 1s mow availeble in addition to that
already supplied:

{2) On or about the 24th February, betwsen 500 end 1,000

. ‘Ira'q_i's, Lebanese, Syriens, Egyptians and Tramsjordeniens

sntersd Gamaria and Gsliles across the Jorden and the Palestine.
Lobanca ﬁ_'ontier., _ | |
{v) A band of up to 500 Yugoslave presumed to be Bosnian
Moslems were reported em route to the Lydda District Auring

the £irst veek of March, |

. (o) On the 5th/6th March, a smell party under Fawzi Bey

Kewuk3Ji entered ?alostine., Kowukji's present whereabouts
and intentions are uninown, and no report of his having estad-

" 1ished e permanent hesdquarters has been received by the

British euthorities.

(4) Wuxders of zmum have entored Gaza District in’
parties of up to 100 ‘At & time. It 18 possidle that other
ﬁnﬂler-‘bmtingcuti -have entered unreported.

Eas the Manlatory Pdnf been adle to identify perscmnel
involved in such incursions?

The infcrmation of tho Palestine suthorities regarding the

origin of persocnel involved in those incursicms is derived

- from coemon knovledge available docally and from intelligence
- roports. As regards the character of these forces, they

_oonsist of {rregular foywations apd not organised wnits of

eny national armed force.

Are these incursiczs privetely orgenised by ihdividuals or
unofficlal groups; or ere they supported or emcouraged by
Govermients outside Pelestine?

HM.G, have no epecial information cn thie point other than

that giién in tile answer to question 2.
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QUESTION 6:

g

: : . Merch 15, 1948
A‘x& arms nov flowing into Palsstine from outside sources
to ludividuals or grouvps wmautkorised by the Mandatory Power
to possess exms? ,
Botﬁvkrabs and Jews in Pelestine are nov recsiving illicit
consigments of arms from outside sources. While the
Pala,‘étiua Gmomrﬁt have no exact kmowledge of the quantity .
and Qesoription of erms possessed by either side, it 1s their
opliion that‘ the Jews are bettsr armed than the Arabs. In
this comexion it will be recalled that there have recently
been: dustances of the eeizure in the United States by United
States-authorities of large consigmments of high oxplcuiva;:

. deatined for Jeﬁnh organisations in Palestine.

As regaris ths possi\.)ﬂity vhich hag been suggested of
ﬂl'icitjmparte.tion o}ama by alrcraft landing in the desert,
the Pelestine Covermment considor this unlikely. Such
cl‘anaestiné importation by eir would, howsver, be essier for
the Jews than for +he Aradbs, in viev of the better facilities
posgéssed by the former for wireless communication and
for distribution of erms after ro:i'aij;t.
¥hat moasures, military and civil, by the Mandatory Power
axrs now in effect to prevent tha movement of hostile
elements into Palestine from outside Palestine?

The pﬁnoiﬁn points of entry by land are guarded dy troops
or palice, but owing to the length of the fromtier and the
gifficult nature of the terrain , 1t 18 impoesible for from-
tier control to be cne hundred percent sffective. As rogards
tho ae-a- frontiar, thé moasures taken by the Mandatory
euthoritiss torpr'ernnt the entry of Jewish 1llegal immigrants
are we_. known, |

To what extent ere discrders iniide Pelestine due to partici-
‘pati'én by armed elements fiom outside Palestins?

The present ssries of disturbances began in Decomber last
ggains’t e background of Jewish inspired disorder which

had beon going on for 2} years. The Arabs implicated in
this series of disturbances were originselly all Palestiniens.,
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Slnoe then both Palestinian and mon-Palestinlan Arabs
heve bean engaged.

To what extent ere disorders inside Palestine attributable
to ;nciteganj; to .vio:_lance frem outside Palestine?

Ty

As rdraat!:a Paiééiiﬁe Arabé‘ are councorned, their

\ oppés'ition to partition s epontaneous and universal.
- Inflammatory material has sppeared in the press of the |

naighbouring Ared cowntries, although the situatiom in
this reepect hes recenily improved. On the Jewish side,

- uda@iaad propaganda has of courss beem conducted for

scme time in the prees of the United States snd other
countries by perscns end crganisetions inciting the Jewish

- cmmamity to viclence and terrcrisa principally against
" the Mandatory Powver. '

UPITED KIRGDOM ISLEGATION TO THE UNITED
FATIORS
v 12th March,1948.



