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UNTIED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION
Commmication Received from Unitsd Eingdom
Delegation Concerming Continuance in Office

of British Orficers of the Palestine Adminis-
tration after 15 May.

The follo'ding commnication, concérning the continnance in office
of British officers of the Palmina Adminietration after 15 ua;y, haas
been raeeived from Mr. Flotchw-cooka of the United Kingdom Dclega’cxon
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UNTTED KINGDOM DELYGATION TO THE UNTTED NATTONS
. Fmpire State Bullding
Ner York 1, K.Y.
CONFIDENTIAL - . 12th Merch, 1948

\ My dear Bunche, -

Thank you for yowr letier of the 10tk March regarding the dlscussiocns vhich
have taken place in Jmnlu between Sir Eeaxy Gurney and Azcarate.

. Perhaps I 414 not make the position clear in peragraph 2 of my lebtter of the
6th March. As you are no doudt avare, certsin British officers have alresdy left
Palestine and this process will be continuing during the period which remains
between nov and the termination of the Mandate. It was, however, always the
intention of the Govermment of Palestine that those British officers, mainly at the
headquarters offices of the various departments who could bde of any assistance to

the Commiseion in facilitating the asswmpticn by the Commission of thelr responei-

bilities for the edministration of Palestine after the 15th May, should remain at
thelr posts and be avallable for discussion with the Commission and their staff

. during the overlap periocd. All these British officers would then have to leavs on
- or about the 15th May. The fdea behind Sir Hemry Gurney's remarks was that if the

Commission did not propoze to take over the administration of all depariwents, there
was no polnt in retaining thoe eervices of all thess British officers in Pplestine
until the 15tk May and arrangements would be made for them to leave Palestine tovarda
the end of April. If, on the other hand, it was the Commiscion's intention to take
over the aiministration of all, or at least eome, of the departments of Covermment
then these British officers would remain wntil the 15th May. I hope this males the
position clear. As you vill appreciate, there is no "plan concerning the continued
service of civil persommel about which tho Commission was not informed.”

I have conveyed the substance of paragrayhn 4 end 5 of your letter %o

 81ir Henry Curney.

I have also asked him once again to let me have as =oon as possible the texts

. of any amowncenents made by the Govermment of Palestine on behalf of the Commission

in respect of the continued employment of Palestinian parsornel vnder the Commission.
I have not as yet received copies of any such amnouncements but I 4id recsive, quite
unofficlally, the other day the enclosod ™o roma vhich Indlicates that some steps
have alresady been taken.

I wvill let you Imov as s0on as I got anything more definits.
' Yours sincerely,

(signed) J. FLETCHER-COOXE
(3. Fletcher-Cooke)

D». R.J. Bunche,
R'ineipal Secretary to the United Nations
' Commission on Palestine,
United Natloms, '
‘ Lake Suscess, K.Y.
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" I nemby dsclare that, after the British withirewsl, I ¥ith %o continme

alplomnt vith the Succeemr Sta.tes the City of Jerusalem or thy Joint Fconomic Board.
‘Smm Other Fregsent |Departwment | Sex | Race |Date o [Raligion Eaploymant desired
Feames %logmt ) ____:i:; k vndexs

‘ . “{delato (), (b)or(c))
% ' : ’ "l (n) Succeemor States
3 '
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E.B. Please return to the Chief Clerk by hand.

2x. ’ | |




