[

RESTRICTED -

UE/69
15 March 1948

UNITED HATIONS PAIESTIEE COMMISSION

Communication Received from United Kingdom Delegation Con-
cerning the Explosion at the Jewish Agency Building,Jerusalem

_ " The foliaw;ng comunica.tion, concerning the explosion at the
' vfgyiah Agency 'Building in Jderusalem on 11 March, has been received
from Mr. Fletcher-Cocke of the United Kingdom Delegatic;n.
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UBITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED HATIONS
Eppire Etate Building
Nev York 1, K.Y,

13tk Msrch, 1948.

. My dear Ralph

Mey I refer you to iy letter of 1Zth Morch with which I enclosed

& trief note about the recent ‘explosion at the Jewieh Agency Building

in Jerusalem. We bave now received further information ebout this

incident which will be foum; in the engloaed note.

Yours ever

J. Fletcher-Cooke (signed)

+-Pri Ralph J, Bnnche

Principal Secretnry to the United Rationa
Commiseion on Paleat:no

United Bations,

Iake Buccess.
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- . SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

(Explosion at Jewish Agency Buiid.ing on the 1lth March,19k8)

The following eccount of the exploeion at the Jowish Agency Building in
Jerusalem on the 11lth March, 1948, is based on informetion obtained as a
result of police investigatitms carried out on the 11th end 12th March,

" (a) At 9.-'&6 a.m, on the 1llth Msrch, a heavy ex;losion occurred at the

\, o Jeuish Agency Headquaertsrs Office in Kin}g George V Avenue, Jerusalem, Fire
L broke out imaiately ai‘tcrvérds and the casualty figures reported by 8.0 p.m,
Y antte 12h March are. ap folloves -

13 Jews Killed

33 Jewe seriously injured

*51 dews elightly injured.

(b) _'Due to tke refusal of Jews at the =~ceaus of the incident to wllow:
British or Jewish Police Officers access to the Buildings or facilities to mexe

& & proper examination of the remaing \of the vehicle understood to have carried

the explosive charges or to interrogate witnesses, it has been difficult to
obtain an authoritative version of what took place. (Some of the ditficult.iee

" with vbich the authorities bave been faced in conducting this investigntion are
{ ¥ | set out later in this Report).

(¢) It appeare that & saloon cer bearing United States Consuler regie-
tration plates end poseibly flying = United States flsg, drove up to the
Jevish Agency Building.

(a) According to some witnesses (not yet interrogated by the Police),
the car vas. driven by 1ts uaual cheuffour, a Christien Arsb, who was in blue
._Co;:aulur uwniform and whc was known to ﬂ:\m Jewlsh guarde at the entrance,

| (e) The Jewish guerds, therafora, elloved the vehicle to enter the
courtyard vhere it seems to have been pu.rkad closs to the Keren Hayesod wing
of the building.

{£) The explosicn occurred & few moments later.

(g) Vhat heppened to the ériver 1e'not yet known,
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(1) ' It bas been established that a car, the deecription of which

corresponds to that of the vehicle used in thie attack, is miseing from the

'.ngx;iteﬁ States Consulate General.” The chau:feur left the Consulate Geasral
&t g9.0.a.m. to collect newspapere from & shop in Memillsh Romd but according

Lt employees at this shop, neither he mor any other pereson collected newspapers

for the Conau]nte Genersl,

(1) Neither the vehicle nor the driver have yet been sccounted for.

{J) Owing to the diffichitiqa Placed 1n the way of the authorities in-
vestigating this ﬁcid;ent, details of damage to the building have not yet been
obta.ine& but a Britiﬁh Broaﬁcastlng Corporation coneapoﬁdont who was held under

arrest in tho Buildlng by Jevs ahart],v after the explosion, weas later releassd

and allowed to mpect t.!xe dsmage®.

(x) Thie correspondent 1s und.eratood to have sald that the top floor of

the Keren Hayepod wing had been sliced off and that the walle facing the court-

yard were tottering end charred by fire. He further stated that every office
in the 4bu11ding bhad suffered blast damage and that eight or ten Jewlsh Agency

- trucks and other vehicles standing in-the yard at the time of the explosion had
 been extensively damage,

. 2. The following fects bave been reported from Jerusalem relating to the
menner in which Police investigationskin this outrege have been obstructed: -

(2) Immediately rondwing the explosion the British Deputy Superintendent

. of Police, Jerusalem, 1szued orders for all British perscnnel to keep out of

the—'u-ea wmtil he had viaited the scene. At the same time, he ordered an in-

. westigating party conaisting of Jewish I'ollce to proceed immediately to the

Jewith Agency.

(b) The Deputy Superintendont of Polite then vent to the area accampanied

by & 'szish Assistant Superintendent of Police.

(c) At Zone B Gate, be met a British Army Officer who stated that

‘ {mmediately after the explosion be bad entered the area with a party of
. soldlers, stretchers, end en embulance. After removing five injured Jews,
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the soldiers were roughly handled, cursed et, end spat upon by Jews who

. were in a hostile mood, blaming the Britich end the Arebe for the outrage.

-The British Army Officer immediately withdrev his perty.
A {d) The Deputy Supérintendent of Police then sent the Jewish Assistant
Bupetintendent of Polics to the Jwieh Agency to make contact with t,he investi-
- The Jewish Aessistent

ge.tins party a.nd to commence mvestigatione /Superintendent of Police was
twice :efueed‘admiaeion to the building end was eventually sent to a Jewlsh
Agiency" offieial vith e message asking for acsietance in meking contract with
vitnessen of the incident. “

| (¢) The Deputy Superintendent of Police himself eundeavored to enter the
Jevish Agency building but was etopped by four members of the Haganeh, one of
vhon eald “Get back, you Brit:lah pig”.

(£} &hortly aftervards, two members of the Jewish Police investigating
party cams to speak to the Deputy Buperméendant of Pollce but were obstructed
by four Haaa.nah men, °

(&) After & delay of ten m;eﬁiea, one of the Jevieh policemen wee allowed

to pass. He stated that the'United States Consulste driver was suspected of having

deposited the explosive snd added that the Police vere not besing alloved to

- record statements of witnesses.

(h) Three-quartere of en hour later, at 12,15 p.m., the Jewish Asslztant
Superintendent of Police retnmed and reported that no progress was being made

in the pol:lce mveetigaf.ione and that be he.d not been permitted to examine wheat

 was balieved to be the United States Consulate vehicle.

(1) The Jewish District Officer, Jersualem, who was aleo present, was
esked to aesiet ¢nd he said that he would see what he could do but that the
eituation vas extraordinary.

(J) At 1.0 p.m., the Deputy Suporintenﬁent of Police left the scene as

. there was no change in tae Jewish attitude towarde the Police.

(k) At 1.30 p.n., the Jewish Aseistant Superintendent of Polics was

given & list of supposed witneasea b,y the ‘Jewish Agency officlel.
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,' (1) It vas not until 3.30 p.m. ‘that Jewish Police personnel were
permitied 'to enter the Agency and examined the vehicle believed to have
‘been used in the incident. ‘
o  (m) Wnile ome Jewish Police Corporal was taking a statement from e
| - Wwitness, nembqrs‘or the Hoganah intervened, eeized the statement and re-
aoved the witness.

., 13th March, 1948, United Kingdon Delegation
(initialled Jrc)
o
Y



