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unm l!A‘l'IO!s 2AIESTIRE CGMIBSIOB
Communication Received from Un:lted. K.’mgdal Delegation Concerning

- the Completion of Accounts & Records of the Government of Palestins
on the Termination of the Mandate.

‘ Tllo fcllm::g commmication, ecncorning the orderly completion of
Accounta and Becords of the Govemt of Palestine cn the termination of
the Hundata, has 'boen x'eceim. from Mr. Flstcher-Cooke of the United
Kingdom Delegaticn,
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ily,m*bunche,' |

I enclose & copy of & Hote which has been prepared relating to the
decision to estabdblich &' Clearing Office in Cyprus to ensure the orderly
completion of Accounts and Records of the Govermment of Palestine on the
termination of the Mandate. As this tesk is & residual obligation of the
Govermment of Palestine, the cost is regarded as a proper charge on
Palestine Funds, o B

- It 4s presumed that the Commission will rezdily agree to this propossl
eince it eppears to be the only practicable mathod of baving the Accounts

up to the 15th May completed, balanced and andited. It is doudtful whether
thls task could be undertaken es part of the normal continuing administrative
structure in Palestine after the 15th May ‘eince no Arad or British expatriate
stalf would be avallable to the Cummission for this purpose and without such
senlor staff posseesing the noceesary knowledge end experience, there could

- b6 no certainty that the work would be eccurately carried out, The Commis-

elon would then have to accept balances (and assets and 1iabilities) without
any reconciliation end eudit of Accounts by thoes who are alone in a position
to carry out these fimctions, ' -

- 1 em to assure the Commission that as regards eny Palestinian staff
employed in the Cyrrue Cleering Office, on completion of their work, such

staff would bde free to accept service under successor authorities.

Yours sincerely,

, ' \ J. Fletcher-Cocke (signed)
Dr, Ralph J, Bunche, - | |
Principal Becretary to the United Bations.
Commission on Palestine, R
United Mations, lake Success.
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EOTR
ESTABLISOMERT OF CIEABIBG omcz m CIPRUS
‘ It hes been docided to set uw a tnming Office of the Coverrment of
' Palestine in Cyprus, The main pm'pona of this Orfice will de as followa: ~
" (4) The cloblag end recontiling of the Accomnts of the Goverzment of
Palestine np to the date of the termination of the Mandate.
" (b) THe computation of Pensidns snd Gratulties insofer es this work has
riot been completed by the vithirawal date.
{¢) The 'nr‘lfiéaﬂén“ el certitication of any claims for or againet
the retiring Administraticn, It is presumed that such claims would bo passed
on together with euéh‘certificatibn for the sttention of the Successor
Adiinistration, though & few inor matters might be settled ons way or the other
vithout nputtiug the pa'inciple of the complets cessation of the present Admine
umum ard the inheritance or Auetl end Lisbilities by the Successor,
- {a) ,Bu‘baiuar; problens which camnot be foressen.

2, The maln m wvill btcomemed with (a) atove and for this purpose rep-

‘resentatives of certain deprtments other then the Accountent-Generels 8ffice
ﬂn be mnired 1.e. Police, Public Works Departmemt, Posts and Telegraphs,
‘and prodably Customs and Kmiu (.’m connection with Deposit Accounts in
rospoct of Customs dramch, remxm, etc).

3.. As regaru the Railway Agcounts, ghen vill presumably be posted and

reconciled concmantl,y with operations in cormecticn with the period of miiitary

evicvation imsediately after the termination of the Mandate, The mintmm of} con-
tact with the Cyprus Cle!lﬂng'Ofﬁc?' ghotld euffics se regards theee Accounts.

h. ~ Begarding (b) of paregraph 1, unlese unforesesn circunstances erise, 1t is
expecied that all l’mionn end Grgtuitias in recrect of Palestinians will bave
“been cmpletea boforo':t'ho 15th May. . . Any that Rave not been dealt with,

together vwith any appeals or cOrraspondance in connection therewith, will be
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. dealt with by the Cyprus Cleering Office. (Computatiocn of Pensions and

Gratuities in respect of eX-patriate British staff, if not completed befors
15 u-;:,}u.u be dealt with by a Clearing Office in london),

S.  The reasons which bave led the Covernment of Falestine to decids to
estadlish this Clearing Ofﬁco' in Gyprus are as follows: -

{3) Ifie, necossary toplan against the possibility that confitions in
Palentine will be sami-chactic a.f best and that cormmications may ve saverely

{11) The necessity ‘bo une ézporioﬁced staff in order to sawe the time

¥hich would otherwise Bave to be epent in instructing fresh staff, vho would
aot in any euo be acqmmtod with the background of the enbjects with which
they vere dealing. ' ) |
o (111) It 4s expedient, espociaﬁy,'on political grounds, that the steff
of the Cyprus claa.ring Oftice ahoum cunprieo the three principal elements in
the Public Bervice, 1,e. British ex-patriates, Arads and Jews. In this
M1ch, .t.ho selection of the necessary staff for the Cyprus Clearing Office
would be on e voluntary basis end it .is not propossd to emcourage anyone who

- 48 Pequired by and willing to eerve the Commission or any other Successor

Adminigtration.

6. \ As regards the Palestinian staff employed in the Cyprus Clsaring Office,

-their appolntmente with the Covermment of Palestins will have alresdy been

torminated and they will be p&1d on a contract basis,

Ts It bas been decided to take this step in order to ensure the orderly
completion of ths Accounts athocord.s of the Government of Palestine on the

- termination of the Mandate and as this task is a residnal obligation of the

Government of Palestine, the cost is regarded as & proper chargs on Palestine
funds, It should also be pointed out that es rsgards any Palestinian staff

employed in the Cyprus Clearing Office, on completion of their vork they will,
of course be free to accept any further employment under the successcr authorities.
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8.  An estimte of the staff required for the Clearing Office in CJprun wvill
be tound. in Appendix "A",

9. Income ‘J.‘ax at FPalestine gates will be deductible from the salaries of
these officers for anl om behalf of the successor administration in Palestins.

10, It ie eohteaphtod that an advance party of not more than three persons

¥il1 arrive 1n Gyrrus about L May vith the greater part of the Records (Accounte);

. the remsinder, with possidly cne or two exceptioms, will arrive as socn as

poksible after 15 May, The full oumber of about geventy would be in Cyprus

until about the middle of June at which stage thers womld probably be a

reduction lof apz:roﬂmﬂ.tdy tventy. The remainder might be expected to take

wntil tha end of Auvgust to mploto their work. It vill, however, de

appmiated that these estimates are largely epeculative amd that nothing
definite can be known mntil it is eeon exactly what problems heve to be faced,

11. Appendix (B) attached to this Hote gives a very rough estimate of the
cost of the Cyprus Clearing Office, which has been drawn up at this atage
prineipally to give an idea of the scope of the edpenditure involved,

4

12, It vill be observed from Appendix "B" thet 1t is proposed to take from
Polestine (as being prodadly cheaper than hiring local transport) ebout three
vehicles from the Government Transport Fool, which would be subaequemtly sold
16 Cyprus and the procesds credited to the cost of rumning the Office.
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APFENDIX "A"
BSTINATE OF STAFF KEQUIRED FOR CIEARING OFFICE IN CYERUS

QFFICERS . PAIESTINIAN OFFICERS
: OFFICERS (PALESTINIAK)

" Becretariat
| Autst .
Police | -

2 10
> i
1 13
PN.D. - - 6
1
1

TR

| Foste & Telegraphe -
4 cn'm . . -

N’




(
(1)

{1122)
(tv)
(v)

()

hW&mmmmmms
from 1.3 months

o

11 sentor Palestinian officers for periods

varying fro: 1-3 sonths

$2 clerical offiowrs (Palestinian) for
periolds varying from 1-3 months

1 dﬁvormnlc |
2 msengcn {rocyuited locally)

B.  OTHER CHARGES

(1) EHire of Offfces
(11) Paseeges to ani from Oyyrus
{111) Lodging costs a
{1v) Maintenance of motor vehitcles
{1v) (a) Cost of traaeport of motor vehicles
 toCnra
{(v) ctationery
(vl) Water end Rlectricity
(v11) Telephons, telegrams and postage
{vi1l) Extra Clerical Assistamos (local)
(1x) Contingencies end incidoutal expenses
TOTAL EXPERSES  +00e0s ceser  veaes
¢. mvEWE ' |
(1) From Income Tax deluctions, say
(11) From oale of motor vehiclen
Footuote:-

Attached ere notes regarding ebdove computations.
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AFTERDIY. "B”
PRELDMINARY ROUGH ESTIMATES OF COST OF CYPRUS CLEARING OFFICE

A.  FERSONAL RMCLUMENTS |

) 3

1,300
1,650

3,120
100
100

100
300

1,260

53 %wwyw §3

1,500

6,370



