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UNITED: NATIONS PALESTINE 'comnészcm
commlca%’m Received from United Eipglom

Delegation Concerning Internatfonal Red
Cross Comiittes in Palestine

The rolloving oomieatlan, eoncmiag the aoctivities of the
In‘kd'national Red Cross Committee and the maintenance of health services
in:Palestine after 15 Mey, has been received from Mr. Fletcher-Cooks of
the United Kingfiom Delegation. |
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/UNTTED KTIGDOM BELEGATION T0 THE UNTTED FATICNS
- Empire State Buillding
New York 1, H.Y. .
18th March, 1948.
My Qear Bunthe, I
" Hey T refer you to paragrezh 1 of your letter of the 3rd March sad previous
emisponunce rolatinsto the Ampb‘led activities of the International Red Cross
Gommltiee in Palestine after the 15th May.
I have now received further information from Jerusalem on the subject of the
_ malntenmnoe of health eervices in Palestine after the 15th May, vhich ie as follows:-
- (1); . The problem of metntetning existing hospitals in certain localities
" has been caurlng some maxiety to the Govermment of Palestine.
(2) At the present tine, the Departasat. of Health maintaius the following
-hospitale:. . . - .
| -(8) . Hospltals for. general cases (including infectious diseases) -
Jerusalem, Haife, Assuan; Jaffa, Beersheba, Gaza, Tel Aviy and
Safad.
{(b) EHospitals for iafectious diseases - Jerusslem, (Belt Safafa),
Pnet Braq end Safed.
(e) no-p;tah for mental diseases - Bethlehem
REE Bos. 1 end 2, and Bat Yam, near Jaffa.
(3) Laboratories ere attached to many. of these hospitals.
(4) - Tt is enticipsted that the Cosmisaion will find a difficulty in
operating some of tho hospitals which primarily serve the Arade.
(5) The following hospitals are gradually being transferred as it wers in
u-m to the rwpeci:rv"o Jocal authorities watil the név central enthority
makes ot!m- arrangmt- t- Assuan, Jsrra., Becraheba & Gaza.
6 'me quection of Halfa and Safad hospitals 1s under diecussion.
(D 1t uu not besn found possidle by the Govermment of Palestine to maintain
" & hospital for infestiows diseases ot Jerusalem (Bolt Safafa) oving to secwrity
_reasons and 1ts aimintstration has, therefore, been placed in the hands of the
Arsb Medical Association, who were at the time the only organisation capable of
umia;ng the nec'e-ufy anthority.
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(8) There will probably be no difficulty in turbing over the Tel Aviv
Enel Braq) hospital to the Vead Lewnti in due course Tt .the necessity for
this doss mot arise st present.
{9) The hospital at Bat Yem near Jaffa Eresests certaln special features
but 1t s at present comiseloned by the .Tm{"{m of vhom have been
rearulted by the Vasl Lewsl.
Arrsugements for the future of hospitals at Jerusalem and Bsthlshem vhere it
is not practical for local. ﬁt!ioritioﬂ to aswums responsibility have presemted some

ifriculties. It {0 considered that these inwtitutions could probably be operated

under cover of the International Red Crosa Comittes by the eristing staffs if the
rimoiu"mqunmo'of ﬂmx‘naffu of thess hospitals counld be guarantesd after
the 15th Mlay. It Is thought that the Arab staff would be prepared to comtinue
under International Red Cross direction whereas they would refuse to serve mnder s
suocessor emthority established by the Commission.

 In the opinion of the Govermment of Palestine the mogt prectical solution
!ouldhtohmdmthmhohoapitmhhmm the International Red Cross
Committes wntil a muso!' u’bhorlt\y conld make other arrangements end for the
Comsiesion to gosrantee the necessary financlal yrovision to the Committes. The
costs of these proposals work out at LP3,000 per nensem, being LP4,000 per memsem

for the hospital et Jerusalem and LPY,000 per mensem {n respect of the two mental
hospitaly et ae‘mqneu.'

. I prosume that tho.co-iccién will egree that the sum of LPS,000 per nensem
should be mnde avallable to the International Red Cross in order to finsnce the
continusd operation of thess hospitals and should be grateful 1f you vould confirm
this.

_ Yours sincerely,

(signed) J. FLETCEER-COOKE
(3. Fleteher-Cooke)

inoipal Secretary to the Vs!te& Nations
 Coamission on Palestine,
Untted Nations, .

Lake Success.



