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NITED BATTORS PATESTINE COORISSION

Communication Received from the United Kinglom
Delegation Concerning Frisoners and Dstainses

- The: following communication, concerning the disposal of prisonsrs
and: erdminal lm;atics, hae bean received from Mr. Fletcher-Cooke of the
United Kinglom Delegation, B '
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Eapire Btate Puilding,  Few York 1, K. Y,

t

mmm | 22nd March, 1948.

Hy desr Bunche,

May I rofer you to Bection 3 PErisoners end Dptainess, of para-
greph 2 of the note suimitied to the Coomission on the 21st January
relating to cextaln ratiers to be discuesed with the Commission at scme
é. The Govermuent of Palestine have been giving further consideration
to thg problem of the disposal of wth ond criminal lunatics, and

1% s pmposé‘d. to reduce the mmber of convicted prisoners to approxi-

mately 1,200 by an order substituting "ome half® for'ome third" in
paragreghs (a) end (b) of Seotion 69(1) and for "two thirds” in Section 71
of the Frisonors Crdinance 1946, vhich would kave a general effect of re-
leasing prisoners vho kad served balf their eantences.

3. 8ince in present cifcumstences there appears to be no assurance
" that such of these frisonéts el criminal lumatics 22 are confined in
© Arab arees will be properly guarded after the 15th May, I have been asksd

to .asco:tm in confidence vhithar the Coomisnion see any odbjection to the
Government of Palostine a.mn‘oa.chlng the Arad Higher Committee with the
luggeation that the Ocmittn nug,ht wish to maks some preliminary amnge
mts to avoid these many hundreds of Arsb criminale being let loome on
the commmnity et the termination of the Mendate. '

4, I ehould be very gratoful to tnot an eoén as possible vhether the

Comiilpsion agres to this proposel.
. : "~ Yours sincerely,

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, | Jd. Flatcher-Cooke (signed)

Principal Bocratary to tho United Bations

" Comsission on Palestine,
"United latione, Lake Bnccou.
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