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'UHTIED EATIONG PALESTIEE COISAISSION
1

Public Information Servicee end Communications
Facilities

The attached paper sets forth the answers received from the United
Kingdon Delegation in response to quoestions submitted to it by Mr. Medins
concexning public information and communications matters.
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FUBLIC INFURMATIOR SERVICES AND COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

On 6 Fetruary, at the instance of the Commission, Mr. Medina submitted
to the United Kingdom Delegaticn e list of fourteen questions pertaining to
Public irnformation and cormunications matters,

Replies to most of theso questions, received by Mr, Medine in two
communications from the United EKingdom Dolegation, ars as follows:

(Replies to other questions on this gubject have been circulated as UX/81 and UK/84)

-1~
Question: Is the Mendatory Power removing or plamning to remove, prior to
termination of ths Manrdate, the commmnications (transmitting snd
recoiving) facilities at Beit Jala, including pover equipment? If eo, is the
Mandatory Power willing to posmtpons ramoval perding consultation with repre-
sentatives of the Commiesion?

Angwer : Tae wireless equimment at Beit Jala is not the property of the
Goverrement of Palestine bul of the Varr Daggtnmt of Eis Mq% 'y
CGovernment in the Unlted Kingdom. Theems tallations ere being
removed by the Military authorities in eccordence with the military evacuwation
yrogrezme. They are required for the use of RBritish military forces in the
Hiddle Fast and cannot, thersfore, be made available to the Commission. Xor
gecurity reasons, 1t 1s not poesible to poatpone their removal from Palestine

vhich ie scheduled to teke place very shortly.

-2~
Question: Does the Mandatory Power plen to remove or othervise alter the
status of the radio tranemitters of the FPalestine Administration
at Femala? Will the Mandatory Power guarantee the security of these trans-
mitters until the termination of the Mandate?
Angver (1) The Mendatory Powver does not plan to remove or otherwise

alter the stetus of the radio transmitters of the Paleatins
Adminigtration at Remellah, .
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(11) The Govermuent of Pelestine will do its utmost to enmure

the safety of "thoao installations until the termination of the Mandate,

«3-
Question: Will the Mendatory Fower provide the Commission at once with
circuit end traffic dlagrams showing the inside and outside
plant of Falestine cowmmuniostions, indicating what equipment is to be re-
moved before or after termination of the Mandate? This includes redio,
telsphons, telegraph, telepriater, brosdcssting, repeater stations, primary
pover eupply equipment, auxiliery pover supply equirment, and all other
tele~communications equipment now in operation in Palestine?

Angver The Govermment of Palestine is ssnding the information required

end it vill be communicated to the Commission as soon ae it 1s
received., EFo part of these installations, which are the property of the
Government, will be removed from Pslestine,

e

Question: What iz the size of any security dotachments which may now be

protecting communication facilities of the Pulestine Administra-
tion or the Mendatory Power? At what date will any such security detachments
be wlthdrawn?

ar § It im presumed that the "commmication facilities" referred to
in this Queation msan telephone snd telegraph lines, Thers is

no special security detachment detalled for safeguarding these communications,

the maintenance of which 1s part of the general coumitment of the gecurity

forces and will remain go until tie termination of the Mandate, Thercafter,

those Britieh forces which remain in Palestine will only be concerned with

protecting these communications insofer as eny particular line is deemed by

the General Officer Commanding to be essential ‘o the militsry withdrawal,
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N

Question: Will the Cable and Wireless compeny cuntinué to opsrate Felestine

| terminal eguirmant on & commercial baesis for providing essential
comxunications service between Jeruselem, London, end New York! Whet vbluma
of traffic is the company equipped to handle through ite Pelestine facilities?
If Ceble and Wireless continuos to operate the terminel equipment in Palestine,
vhen will the direct circuit to Mew York, elready authorized, be placed in

service?

Angver: (1) C»ble and Wirelesas Iimited intend to continve operations om

a coammerciel basis so far as conditioms permit., Commmicsations

abroad from the Eaife terminal may be considered ressanably secure. Communi-
cations from places in Palestine other then Heifa will depend upon the
malntenance of communications detweon such placee end the Halfa terminal.

(11) The exieting capacity of the Company's equipment is about

150,000 words per diem,
(111) Ceble end Wireless Iimited hope to have their dirsct
circuit in operetion to How York by the emd of April 1948.

(a) A comprehensive memorandum on Cable and Wireless facilities
in Palestine is being prepared and will be forwarded to you for the
information of the Commission as zoon &s it 1s roceived.

(b) The figure of 150,000 worde per diem referred to in (11) of
the Angwor to Questlon 5 1s the combinmd total of both paid and unpald
groupe (1.e. service messages end unpald service indicators on paid
messeges, stc), The figures given by the Compeny in respect of peid
gronps only are: -

(1) Jerusalem wireless circuit 40,000 to 50,000 daily.

(Thie figure could b» increased if a larger staff
were aveilabls)

(2) Enifa cable route 63,000 groups daily.

(3) Eaifa wirelese circuilt when it 1s cpencd in the middls
of Xey 40,000 to 50,000 groups daily.

¥ .
PSSR S EOTU ORI SN SRS S




RESTRICTED
Ux/85
COPY/ks ~5- 26 March 1948

-6
Question: In the event the Commiesion decides that 1t will require a
mediva wave transmitter in the Jeruszlem area, would the
Mandetory Power permit the work of construction and instellation to proceed
prior to the termination of the Mandate =zo that such facilities may be pre-
pared for use at the tinme of the arrival of the Commission or immediately
upon termination of the Kandate?

Angver ; On the terminatlon of the Mendate, the Government of Palestine
w11l hanrd over to the Commission ths two medium wave trensmitters
of the Palestine Prosdcesting Service, If, however, the Commission wish to
get up & further medium wave iransmitter in the Jerusalem erea, the Govermment
of Palsstine would not objoct provided
(2) that ths sctting up of any such trensmmitter wes undertaken in
sgreement with the Covermment of Falestine, and
(v) that arrangements vere made after discussion that no tranmmiasions
affecting security ehould be made before the termination of the Mandate,
excopt with the prior agresment of the Government of Palestine.

It would be for the United Fzaticns to errange for the allocation
of an international wave-length for any transmitter that might be eatablished
by the Cozmission in accordance with the arrangements described above,

One of the two mediwm wave trensmitters referred to in the first
eentence of the answver to Questicn 6 1s the property of His Majesty's Govern-
ment DUt negotiations axe in progress for its transfer to the Government of
Palestina.

7=

SQuestion: IFrior to the tormination of the Mendate, would the Msndatory Pover
be willing to make availsable to the Cozmission an appropriate

emount of time deily on Palestine broadcaeting facilitiest
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Angwar It is proposed that the poseibility of making aveilable for the

Cormisslon & snitable emount of tims dally on exdsting troad~
casting facllities In Palastine should be discussed with the Commisslon'’s
staff in Jerusalem, There would, of course, b no objection to the reporting
over the Palestine Brosdcasting Service of officlal statements and press:
releases by the Commission, but Af the Commission wiched to use the Palestine
Brosdcasting Service directly, all the Arab staff would leave, while the
danger %o the Commiseion itself end to the existing broedcasting facilities
would be much incrsased.

The coneideratlons referred to in the anawer to Question 6 are

aleo epplicabls in this case.

8-
Questicn: Will the Mendatory Power provide the Comuiassion at the earlieat
poesible moment o mamning teble indicating the nationmlity and
function of tho personnel of the following units of the Palestine Administra-
tion:
{a) Eroadcasting Services (Director of Broedcasting)
(v) Public Infométion Office
(¢) Printing and Stationexry
(d) Department of Posts and Telegraph (including all tele-communications
facilities)

Angver: The Government of Palestine vwill provide the information requested

as soon as possible.

-9-
vestion: What facilitles and eqﬁimnt does the Pelestine Adminietration
now poseess in the following categories:
(a) Eound recording and motion picture camera
(b) Motion picture laboratortes end photographic dark rooms

(¢) 1iobilo loudspesksr or visunl information unite
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Anpver: The Government of Palestine will provide the information requested

Smgmit—

as eocn as poselble,

~10-
Question: Vhet 1e the nature and extent of officinl csnsorship of the
press by the Palesiine Adminigtration? What personnel is engaged
in censorchip functions? Will the Mendatoxry Power continue to exarcise
censorship of the local press pi*ior to the termination of the Mandate?

Anewer (1) Pages 873 ot seq. of the Survey of Palestine give en indica-

tion of the nature snd extent of the press cansorship exercised
by the Government of Pelestine. Press censorchip is enforced under the
provisions of Fart VIII of tho Defence (Emergency) Regulations, The main
Regulations involved are Fos. 87 and 89, Under Regulation No, 89, the
Fress Censor requires the sultmission for censorship of all matters excluding
certain defined categories, Matter whitch is considered by the Press Cemsor
to be detrimental to the defence of Falestine or to the public safety or to
public order ir excieed.

V (11) One Press Censor (British), three aspistant censors (cne
Eritlshk, one Jewish, ono Arab), throe deputy aesigtant cemsors (two Jewieh,
one Arab), two reporting officers (both Jewleh), five chief examiners (four
Jewish, one Aradb), three senior examiners (two Jewieh, cne Arab), eleven
examiners (nine Jewleh, two Arab), clerical staff and messengers,

(111) The Mendatory Power will continue to exercise censorship
of the local press until the termination of the Mendate.

1)~
Question: Wil present govermmental printing facilities end equipment con-
tinue to exist after the terminmtion of the Mandatel



RESTRICTED
UK/85
COFY/ka -8~ 26 Mexch 1948
What is the nzture and capecity of these facilitles? ¥hat technical personnel
18 required for their operation? ' |
Anaver : (1) The printing plant of the Government of FPalestine will cone
tinue to exist after the termination of the Mandate, but it is,
of course, uncertain how many of the present staff will be prepared to work
for the Cormission,
(11) (=) Govax;maent Printing Press

(1) Twelve letter proes machines, of which four take metrio
aized shects,
(2) Eight slug compoeing machines, of which four are Hebrew
English mod four Arabic English, There are no monotypes,
(b) Department of Surveys
(1) One rotery double demi offset machine

(2) Ons rotary offast quad crown machine
{3) COme doudle demi flat bed machine
(4) OCno camera - negetive size 65x75 centimetres

(5) Two proving presses
(111) (a) Govermment Printing Press

(1) One Govermment printer, one depty Governmenmt
rrinter, one assistant Govermient printer
(211 Britieh).

(2) Six foremen (three Jews, three Arabds),

(3) 163 printers, etc (37 Jews, 107 Arabs, 14 Grecks
and 5 Armenians),

(b) Dopartment of Surveys
(1) Ops Yitho printer

(2) One printer's assistant
(3) Two provers
(%) One holio man

(5) One assistant Helicmen
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(6) Ona disembarker
(7) Tvo machine fseders
(8) Ons machine repalrer
(9) Ome printing labourer
(A1l above personnel ot present Jewish)

-—12-

Pestion:
Question: FWhat is contemplated with respect to the teletyps circuits now —_

operated by the Public Informaticn Offlice batween Jerusalem and
Tel Aviv end Jeruealem and Jaffat
Angwer : The téletype circulte now operated by the Public Information
Cffice betveen Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and Halfa
(not Jaffa) are the property of the Covernment of Palestine and will be
banded over to the Commieslon with other assets,

-13-
Question: Will the Mandatory Power permit the Cormiseion to continue to use

‘ radio frequenclos now employed by transmitters in Palsstine until
such time 85 cther freguencies mey be secured from the International Tele-
commumications Union?

Angwer: Presumably the Commission will inherit exieting wave-lengths now
allocated to Palestine.
The frequencies in use in Palestine may beo divided into the following
catogories: - |

(l) Internel and external ecronautical and other services operated by
the Goverrment of Palestine. Theso frequencies will remain at the disposal of
the Coamiseion,

(2) Mediwm wave broedcast services o;ocr#ted by the Govermment of
Pelestine. These ¥ill also remain at the disposal of the Commission, (All
mediwm froquencies for broad.caating will come under review at the forthcoming
European Area Broadeacting Conference in June.)
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(3) Frequencies used by various enterprices in Palestine, e.g. the
Ireg Petroleum Company. Thepe frequencies cen remnin in uss at the present,

(4) Frequencies used by Cable and Wirsless Company for the operation
of external gervices under concession from the Government of Palestine. These
frequencies are end vill continue to be used in the operation of external
services carried on In Palestine by Cable and Wireless Company under their
existing concepsion. If Cable ard Wireless Compeny sbould lsave Palestine
and the operation of external telecommunication eservices be taken over by
the Cormission, then so far es Fis Majesty’s Govermment in the United Kingdcm
is concerned, the frequencies would remain for their existing registered
purposes. The Services concerned are Palestine . United Xingdom, Felestine -
United States of America, Palestine - Egypt and Palestine - Cyprus,

P § '
nestion: Does the Palestine Administraticn exercise any licensing functiom
vith respect to radio broadcasting stations, novapapers, periocdicals,
motion picture distribution or yrinting plants?

Angver: The Govermment of Felestine exsrcises licensing functions in
reepect of radio broadceasting stetlons, newspapers and psriodicals
and printing plents. In this connection reference is invited to the definition
of "press” in Ssction 2 of the Press Ordinsnce (CAP 116) and also to Section 31
of tho sems Ordincnce,
The Government of Palestine dot;s rot exerclse eny license function in

respect of the distribution of motion pictures, although individusl £ilms are
subject to censorship.

GRS



