26 March 1948

UNIIED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Commmnication Recelved from United Kinglom
Delogation Converning Ared Leglon in Palestine

The folloving commrmieation, conecrning the yoeition of the Arad Legion

in Palostine, has been recelved from Mr. Fletcher-Cooks of the United Eingdom
Dalegation.



EESTRICTED
UE/89
26 March 1948
'UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIOES
Empire State Building
Bovw York 1, K.X.
24th Merch, 1948,
¥y dear Bunche,

May I refer to tho lotter of the 19th Msrch addressed 4o the chalrman of
the Palestine Comuiscion by the Direstor of the Hew York Office of the Jewish
Agency fox Palestine regarding the position of the Arad Loglon in Pelestine.
2. As the Comiszion will appreciate, the frsd Leglon is being employed in
Palestine as part of the Security Forces under the comsond of the General Officer

Commanding. In order that the Areb Leglon may be in a powition effectively 4o

. carry out 1ts task of aseisting in the raintenance of security, it has, of cowrce,

to be supplied with eras and equirment as required. X mm, therefors, authorized
to confirm the statemsut made in paragraph 2 of the letter referred to above,
namely, that on or sboub the 9th Merch certaln ltems of equipment to mest Arab
Legion requirements wore moved from Tel el Kedir in Egypt to Raffah in Palostine,
3. As regards the suggowtion In paragraph 4 of the letier referred to above
that wnits of the Arad Legion had entored the Hebron District 1n Falestine “mnder
the authority of the Arad League”, I would invite attention to my lotter of the
23rd March, from which you will ohserve that thie &5 incorrect and that thoss
elexents of the Ared Legion gerving in Palestine wnder Britieh command who have

- reoently dem posted to the Nehron arca hove roved thers under the orders of the

Ceaneral Officer Commanding.
g, As regards the lest pmragraph of tho letter reforred to above, I wonld
invite your attention to paragrarh 3 of Section B - Disposition of the Arad Leglon,

of the note furnished to the Prozident ond other Parmement Members of the Seowrity
Council, a copy of which wne seat to Jom upder cover of my letter of the 11th March.
From thl.u paragraph, it will b2 obmerved that all allegationz that personnel of the
Arzd Legion have fired maprovoked on Jawith comvoys pasoing tholr comps have Ddeen
inveatigated and in no inztance has it Doen estadlished thet the Arad Legion fired

first.
Yowrs tincerely,

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, (signed) J. FLETCHIR-COCKE

Prinoipal Secretary to ths United Hastions (7. Fletcher-Cooke)

Commimsion ca Palestine, United Estions,
Laks Success,



