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5 February 1948

UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Comunicqtion from the Delegation of the United
Kingdom in reply to the enquiry made concerning
the Palestine Mnseum in Jernsalem.

The following communication and enclosure has
been received on 5 February 1948 from M. Fletcher-
Cooke of the United Kingdom Delegation. :
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UNITED KIRGDOM DZLEGTIOR TO TEE GNITED RATIORS
Expirs State Building
v York 1, K.Y,
kth February 1948
Dozx Buache,

Hay I refer you to your letter of 20th January in which you enclogzed e
lstter from the President of the Rockefellsr Foundation on the subject of the
Palagtine Museun in Jerusslen.

I bave now received ths following information from Jerusalem, which yon
will no doubt bring to the notice of the Commissgion:

(1) The Museu= way built at the entire cost of Mr. John D, Fockefeller
Jumior on the vndsrstanding that responsidility for ths erection of the Nusewm
would be assumed by the Covermment of Palestine, who were also to be reaponsible
for ite subzoguent administration. .

(2) The 1and on vhick the Museum was built wae contributed by the
Governmesnt of Palestine.

(3) 1In 1930, the Musewm was endowed by Mr. Bocksfeller in sums originally
emmtizg to ons million dollars (at that time LP 205,000) .

(k) On 30th J’mo, 1947, the endowment fwd was valued at LP 320,000,
and this produces an armuil ineome of approximatsly LP 9,500.

(5} If the domor’'s intentions have been correctly intsrpreted, the
pregact vas not only to endow an archeological musewn in Palestine but algo a
Beseaxch Centre for the whole IMiddls East.

(6) . For these reasons, the Museum and its endowment fund have boem
considered ag one of the ordivary asssts of the Government of Pglestine and should
ot now be regarded as falling automatically to vhatever successor administretion
mey be sst wp in Jerusalem.

(7) As the endovment fund 414 not provide sufficlent to pay for the fumll
cost of maintaining the Museum, additional funds have bsen provided from the
Genoxrs)l Rsvenuves of Palestine,

The Government of Palestine 1s at present in comsultation with the President
of the Rockefeller Foundation e@s to the future of the Musewm and I encloes for
ths inTormation of the Commission a copy of & letter to ths President of the
Bockefeller Foundation.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) J. Flstcher-Cooke)
Dr. Balph J. Bunche,
Principal Secrotary to the Ugited Rations
Commiesion on Palestine,
United Nations,
Lake Success.
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""" " 1 nave the honmowr to inform you that I have boen instructed by the -
Goveranient of Pelestinve %o addruss you on the gudblect of the futwre of the
Palestine Museua in Jerusalem,

In view of the termination of the Mandats, it appears to the Governmemt of
Palestirs to be desfrable tiat the Museum ghould be placed in an independent
positirm. With thie end in view, the Govermmemt of Palestine is prepared, 1f the
Rocksrellsy Foundation sgrees, to introduce legislation providing for a Board
of ‘rustses to hold ths bullding, ite contents, the land upom vhich it stands
g9i the sndowwent funi, and to emdminister the Museum and the fund. It is pro-
Heed that this Boayd should bs international in character and should include
repressatatives of the prinecipal archeologicsl institutions interested im the
Yeexr Ezvt, namaly, the Oriental Institute of Chieago, American Echool of
Oriental Rasearch, Academie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, Institut
irencels d'Archeclogis Orientale, the British Musewnm, ths British Acadery, a
fSeandinavian Institution, together with two Palestiniam end two Hear Easterm
reprosentatives.

. You will appreciate that {hese are morely suggestions as to theo compositiom
of the Joard and the Govarmment of Palsetine wonld wslcoms your obgervations on
thiz point.

8inc

Bince time xay not psrmit of the establishment of & full Boari of Trustees
before the termination of the Mundate, the logislation proposed might inclule
provisicms for an interin Exscutive Committee to assuwe gomeral responsibility
to take over the endowment fwnd end to expend the interest derived theve from
on the eafe custody of the Museun and its contents.

It is understood that 1f an approach vas mde to Mr. L.H. Iliffe, the -
presest Eeeper of the Musews, he wounld be villing to remain in Jerusalem after
the termination of the Mandate. v _

Tho interest from the endowmsnt fmd will require to be sugmented from some
goures if the full activities of the Nuseum are to be maintained, but the interest
alome will provide for one British officer, two compstont Ayad assistants amd
about twenty subordinate care-taking staff, which should be sufficient to
safogumard the Musewm over a short period.

- T am to add that the Covermment of Palestine vould ba grateful for an early
indication as to vhethor thsse suggestions commend thsmselves in principls to
the Fovmdation. If you would be good enough to eddrose your reply to me, T will
arrasge for it to be telegraphed to the Covermment of Palsstine so that tho
necoseayy action can be taken in Jerusalsm without wnduve dalay

I have the homour to be,
81r,

Your obsdient esrvant,

(J. Fietcher-Cooke)
Under Secretary, Covernment of Falestine

The Presidant,
Roclmfelhr Foundation,
59 Vast Forty-Einth Btroat
Rev Tork 20,
Egw York,



