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UNITED DATICHS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Draft of Lebter to the Mendstory Power Concerning
Urgent Outobanding Maotbors

Dear Fletcher-Cookes
- ' In view of the shord period of time rzmnining wntil the Special
“._. BSerslon of the Gensral Asaambly convemes, asnd i{n the light of your tele-
\{ phan;a ‘conversatisns with ms concerning the riewsdpf the Mandatory Power
f . on tha ewbject, ihe Commission has decided for ths time ‘b“elng to defey
;‘ action on the proposzal that it pémeed to London foz; t.i:aa mrposa of carrying
| on negotiations with His Majesty's Government thecre.
% Irrespective of the wlbinate decision of e Unlted Nablouns on f:he
Tuburs governnenlt of Pslestine, thers ave a number of matters of conglderable
urgeney, ¥hich should he dieposed of in order to preserve ths greatest pos.-
8ible measure of ordar end cyvential services in Falsstine. The uncertainty
of the situation created by the convoestion of the General Asseshly st thio
edvsnced shage before 15 May Increases the wrgency of the need for arrarge-
pemta to be rade to ;re@m a complete broskiown of administration im
Pelestine.
Among the matters roquiring iwmedlata atisnbion ere ths following:
A. Security
1. Consultations respecting the tams of the yroporsed d.irectim‘
to the General Officer Commanding regerding the functions end ”
responsibilities of British trcope rw_ﬂﬁmg n Palestine sfter
15 May.
2. Details of the txanefer of the arEs, stores, egnirment, depofa R
etc. of the FPaleatine Follce Force.
e 3. Matters rolating to the security of Jeruealem and the Holy
Flsces, and the recruilment of a non-Palestinian police force for
Jernaalem,
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4. The yrezervation of the physical propesty end assets of the
Govarmment of Palestine.

B, Adsdnisityreiion

1. Arvongensats o entoXe soma moaswre of econbinuity in
esgentinl traneportation and cmicaﬂom gsyvicea such oo
elrports, reilways, poels, telegraph, tolephone and radio.

2. Arrongomonts to enewres some moamuve of sontinuity in the
health =nd prison administration, and in the :iuaicim. ]

3. Tresevmatiocn and tvemefer of the iles of ihe vaxiows depart-
renta of Goverimant.

h. fcsems to Balfa after 15 Mey 1048.

C. Teonomle and Fimenoial

1. Malintoramoe of ths impoxtatiom and diztwibublon of food
mapplien.
2. Reprstestation of Pzlestine before the IEFQ,
3. The release after 15 Msy 1948 of mterling balances blocked
by the Treammry Order of 22 Fedruary 1948,
bk, The futwrs of the Palestine Cwrransy Rosrd.
5. Malntenamce of import and eXchangs controls.
6. The combtinuity of cemsatisl fiscal arrengmuents, includisg
m&toslm and tudgatary ratters. )
7- Matters relisting to the sezste znd liabilitiez of Palastine‘.
&. Payments for asrﬂcez which will be provided to British Forces
efter 15 Hoy 1n such rattevs as rallwsy, yond and harbor racilities.
The Mandstery Power has x;eeo@izad. the Commicsion as ths successor
authority in Palestinse. The Commission is of the opimion that ‘ﬁ;s legal.
mtatue and its dutios romain suwbstantlsally wnaltered ﬁntil changed dy actiom
of the Gemeral Apmerdly. In view of the chort I;er:lod of time remnining wntil
(15 Mny, the prospect that the General Assesbly might moke provision for



-

R FESTRICTED
UE/95
7 Aprdl 1948

sdvence syrangtBeamis in regard %o the above matiers peensp re@t& Accoxtingly
the Cozmisslon, bélieving that the Mendabtory Power 5}335 not :ih‘r.end to abandon
Palestine to complete chaoe afber 15 Mey, 1z prepared to hold iteslf at the
dinpomal of the Mmmiatory fower o dieowss the necerpsry errongementa that
ghold ba mada i;&ediately ¥ith respect to the above watiersz. The Cormieaion

wonld oppreclsie receiving ihe views of the Mendatory Power in ihis rogard.

Sinserely yours,



