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10, The production of coconut oil, margarj.ne and soap decreased in 

?ehruary owing to reduction in imported~sup~lles of oil seeds; 1 coconut 

sil to 340 tons,. (400 tons in Janu&, mn;garine to 385 tons, (450 tons) 

r;.jap to 450 tons? (500 tons), 

&e--ileeping 

’ 11, Sugar-feedirq is still proceeding in most districts and during February 

a third distribution of sugar was made in the northern area at the rate of 

2 kgs. per,hive, ' - 1 

The early blossoming of wild flowers n.nd fruit trees has improved the 

'. condition of bee-colonies, There is an incrs;ised demand for honey and 

only small stocks remain. The Frospects for the coming honey crop are fair, 

Alcoholic brinks 

12:. The retail maximum selling ptices of locally produced alcoholic beverages 

have been revoked (with exceptionof maximum selling pricks of beer) in view 

of the fact that prices under the old order had proved to be obsolete, and 

investigation of castings became inopportune under present circumstances, 

The new order, published on 19th February, 1948, provides for the 

usximum selling prices for locally Froduced beer only, and for maximum selling 
. 

prices still in force in respect of imported whisky and gin. 

Irices of other imported alcoholic drinks continue to be fixed administra- 

I'rices and List 7f TAving Index 

13. The cereal market was affected by the heavy demand for bread grains , 

on the one hand, an5 by the improvement in&al crop prospects on the rxther, 

The immediate demand for bread ,grains as the result of distribution difficulties 

an:' the not unnatural desire on the part o f householders to accumulate a stock 

‘of foodstuffs qainst the future. The price oflocal zralns, the new crop 

of which Wzll not be'availablc for some time, %ncr.ased. Thus the mice of cqheat 

rose from LF 90 to W *>q&, of maize fron! Lr-l.38 to W 45, and of millet (dura) 

from LF 58 to LP 65 per ton, 
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The first early barley ani winter pulses froE: the Beersheba area s!lould 

reach the &rket by the end of 4pril. This expectation had a softening 

elfect on th3 nrarke% for 37.~91 gains. The &rice of barley remained at LF 55. 

per ton, but quotations‘for lentils, kersennch and tibben fell fros.'LP,GO 

to LP 70, LF M50'tm L,E !+Cl and LF 25 to LF le per ton respectively, , 

The rrarket lor perishable foodstuffs has net yet adjusted itself 

tc tiis se:Tregatinn of colrirQunities th::t followed the recent disturbances. The 

swyl.:;s, vegetables, fruit, meat,. milk and egg Froduced by Arab farmers 

-I xe re Yomerlg disposed of to Jewish tobm-dwellers. In the present circurs- 

i. stanzcs this trade is disrupted, In Arab areas such comodities are genti- 

ful,? .md pric7~s are tending to fall to a more reasonable level; in the Jetish 

:;r?2sn arcas they 2re scarce sn i sxpmsive, The price differences within short 

li~;tailces arc striking;.- Jeuish eggs, for empIe, cost 30 mils and Arab egg:: 

15 IILLS, !~:cstcss are W EO per %on in parts of Haifa and LI' 30 per ton in 

14 nbl.us ~ b~rlsnns cost I,: 15 per ton in Jericho and W 90 per ton in Tel Aviv, 

'hhe cos+, of livin.4 iniex for Arabmarkets on the base year 1742 = 1cc 

!~as l'?ft :or i'ebruary 134C, as compared with 179 in January 1948, 167 in December 

I 194.7 and 166 in November lo/+?, 

The cost of living index for Jewish r?arkets O:I the base -9r 1942 = 100 

ws I.79 for February 194t?, as cotrparad kdth 174 in January l'+ .:t? in 9ecewber 

1~47 and 155 in Hovember 1947. 

The corr;parat.ivo table of re%ail prices below reflects the increase in m 

tiecrease in Arab mrkcts. 

January' Fcbruagr 

:L62,54 157078 
l-94,85 L922,4S 
169.~6 186036 



L’lir.~.t,;;.L.u 
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I Wing +.o the 9:r1Y,erruption of economic: ralat;iiins between Arab and 

, ~?fwish r+irkets -it hae not been pssible to combine the ?,wr, separate serj.es of 

c-h of Iivin~ index numbers to arrive at <a Fiirqle index figure re~presentative 

9-Y conlitions in the &cle of Ialestine. 'lhe basic principles of index numbers 

' ropire that there be fre e intercourse between the markeLs from .&~ich the pr:ce 

datn are n‘btained, 

Government has therefore decided that t.in wages committee index fi~r* the 

months December 1947 and January -and FebTuaYy 194s shaU9 for the time: being, 

stand at the November II%+? figure of 281, 

January 
% cbru5ry 
:.:.irch 
April 
Fkby 
June 
Jul;g 
August 
September 
October 
November 
Ekcember 

(pegged) 

, Citru3 -s-m 

t 
14.; At the end of February exports 

cases, Of this total -6 3/4 million 

277 * 
278 

- 281. 
276 
277 
275 
276 
277 
265 
2e3 _- 

261 
2BP 

.  

\  ,  

- _ 
of citrus fruit totalled nearly 8 million 

cases went to the United Kingdom and the 

re?,aindar to minor lurchaain~ countries, Alart from a'million cases of grape- 

fruit ani 1.60 thousand eases of lemons, the shipments were made UP alrot 

entirely of Jaffa oranqes. The gra&efruit crop 53 nearly over, Some shjppers, 

who are already experiencing a shortage of Jaffa oranges, have obtained 

pcrmissi n to substitute Valencias for Part jf' the Jaffa oranP;es that they 

Hail-stons at intervals during February were detrimental to fruit 

qualit:.-. iiotigh seas during the -laet,ten days of the n:onth delayed loai!ing at 

' Jaffa-Tel Aviv; some wastage of fruit occurred and it is feared th:k the 

cut-turn of these delayed c+.rgoes will'be below average., 

Out-turn reports of shipments arriving during the first half of February 

showed,only a little more than 3 per cent wastage. The cold weather, and 
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the increased use qf di-chenyl impregnated wrapping paper and of 

nitrogen trichloride di.sinfectioc, were probnbly responsible for this 

satisfactory state of affairs, 

Wjr the end of January Jwish e.xporters had treated one million cases of 

fruit by the "Decco" (nitrogen trichloride) process. Ry early-February the 

Gate of 'lUecco" 'processing had risen to over 2110 thcusand cases per week, 

In spite of numerous difliculties, equipment with a tre,&nent capacity 
',*, 

of a million cases a month has now been installed at Jaffa port for the use of * 

Arab exporters. Xsinfection is proceeding satisfactorily, &port of citrus .' 
up to 18 Yarch, totalled R,S million cases out of a total prozranme of 

11,25 million cases. Of the 10 million cases scheduled .for the United Kingdom, 

7,6 million eases had been shipped up to lftth Yzrch; a further 1,25 million 

cases will be shipped before the end of the season leaving a shortfall of 1,15 

million eases. 70,CCO chases have sti13 to be shipped to the Cnntinent to 

complete the total of 1.25 million cases as pro:;rs.mmed, The total shortfall 

of I.,15 millinn cases is pue 5ainly to difficulties connected with transport 

and handling as a result of the zenera conditions of insecurity. 
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Eantara - RaSa Railway 

2y. Arr&gemmts have been ma&~ .on behalf.' of' EE.e 

this raibte, tht3 ~OpVXty Of ~&.t.k3VQXA3KSlt t0 k-s 

the lb&am-Rafa Rnilway will be reacindsd.. After that dab, the throu& 

boolclq of palseengere, end of conrslgnmnta by pansergor trein ~ervlcegi, bntwem . 

etatlone on the Palestine Railways and et&ions on the xfz.ntm-Rea.Sa P~sil.*&!y 

Frill be discantlnu&l, aa-ie8 already the cam with mta.tions on t& Egy~tlan 

state Rallwaye. Aleo the throu&-bookIng of gotie tmln tm.fSLc between 

statbm3 on the PRlenstlm RaIlways and atatloni on the &z&am-8aSa I?aiI.way OR 

beyond will be diecontinued. 
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So far a~ ie krmm at presmt, Rafa wfiaE bcccme th frontier pcmt for 

1 . ..- the puxpooe of Isi.lgrtxtion and cucstcms fornalitiess such as axe mw perfomed 

at&ntaxa. 

beaa valrg aerioue&y dffected by tbo dleturlmnoss. on;xy 254 of the Lixlss are 

.' . '.__ mwwo~klngthroughouttb countryi on1~gt.o de~etothe lllnaa andt$sdiffL 

cylty of repair parties operate under existing conditions of ineecurlty. 
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B3 x4.6 
1940 11.8 
1941 12.4 
I.942 
1943 

19.7 
20.2 

a944 
we 

27.9 

1946 
3x.2 

2947(+-wanwl ;::;r 

2!=2kL 
January-Octobar 61.2 u.4 
klovcmbsr 

'.- D3cembq.x(eat~ 76::. i:: ' 
78.0 13.6 

30.5 ’ 
1.6 

u.3 
. 1.2. , 



tbvre haa been a'eharp TdJ. ln cuetams rracalpts since E)Qcmbert;b$rj'. This 

._ whsn lmporte aad cuatom~ mwm.m have decllincp8. ve* cont3ld.erpsbly. 

1,1g0,000 ago, GC0 
1,133,oco 

h38f-b ooo 
21O,Ow h343,ooo 

1,111, ooo 
y40,ooo 

P3h@x) 
' 184,000 

$3@,000 
h,l24,OCO 



on. 22nd E‘9bnwy, the &m&e h.as bsen mcspted mlm.3~ by commrc5al cI..ma;ee 

wch 46.9 

April 46.1 

&Y’ 46,3 

Ju.nQ 45.4 

15thBxmh - 

43.5 

49.5. 

51.2 

August 44.6 

Gaptmber 43.1 

octob3r ' 42.2 

Eovmbei 4a.o 
N 

Racaber 42.1 

-PeLleatlns fxxm th% fBteil!ng dr%a on 22zld lM?rumy. B3opxe WBTS urwrta5n elt 

first of ths effect the e&Non from the st%r35ng time sou;hd hew% on Pe.leet5ue~e 

currmcy, end wsr% under the errormoue 5mpa-%iiiii& that the5r bmk acgounte tight ' 

Be blwi9d. For a dq"or two thme were heavy drawinga which account in the , 

m5n for the oppr%cioble rie% in the Zebmezr cmemg flgum. &am have, on 

the whole, eubeided. &mev%r, curr%ncy In clrculat5on at the tlme of wr5ting 

(mid-kwch) was EJ? 5X.2 tillion. It Ie uudorstood f'ros e.n authoratlve Isa&&q 

aourw that banka 'TA.rQ haltILing emrihst lR.q%x- m8QrvQe than ueuR1. 
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