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The object of this paper 1s merely to ghow that immediately after the
firet World War and again in 1935 1t was possible to creats international
forces with a view towerd assisting international comnigssions to fulfil
the functions agsimned to them (in each cage the holding of plebiscites
in disputed regions). ‘ '
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The foilowing are precedents concerning the creztion of international
forces:
1, DPlebiscite in Schleswiz (1920)
Under the authority of an Internatlonal Commission composed of five

members; 2 United Kingdom, 1 France, 1 Noxway, 1 Sweden. (The
United Stotes did not appoint a Commissioner, Tor this reason
Great Britain appointed two). | ’

Asresment providing for the Interﬁational‘Force, Article 109 of the

Treaty of Versailles,

Functions: Assist the International Commission which had geneval
powers of administration in the zone pending the results
of the plebiscite,

Contingents: The forces stationed in the avea were the following:
the British cruiser "Carisbrooke” and three destroyers;
the French wership "Marseillaise"; |
a British battalion;
a French battnlion;
The total of the above forces, military and naval, was 3,000
men, (The original plan also provided for one Unlted States
battalion),
There was also a police force of 250 men vecrulted locallr
by & "Police Dirvector for the Plebiscite" appoinbed by the
International Commission. He was responsible to the
Conmisgsion for mainteining lav and order, for securing the
Treedom and secrecy of the voting, end I.r the organization
and discinline of hig Torces,

Conmand : A British Admiral, on the ground that the British navy
furnished the greater part., (Resolution Council of Foreign
Minlsters of 14 May 1916).

2. Plebiscites 1n Allenstein and Marienwerder (1920) .

Under the authority of an International Commission composed of five
members in theory and four practically: 1 British, 1 French, 1 Ttalian,
1 Japaness. (The United States did not appoint a Commissioner) .

Anreement‘providing for the International Force, Artilcle 97 of the

Treaty of Versgailles,

Tunctiong: Asslst the Inbternational Commission which had general powers
of administration pending the results of the plebiscites.

Contingents: Allenstein: 800 Royal Irish,

Marienwverdes* trwm Ttaldan hattald swa
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There was almo, \nder the authority of the Commisslon, &8
‘German local police undar a British Commander, spelated by a
Polidsh officel; . -

3.  Plebisclte-in .the Klagenfurt Baaln (1980)

Under the authority . of an International Commlssion composed of five members

nominated respectively by the United Khngdom, jiance Itely, Augtyila and

' the Sérb-Croat-Slovene State,

Origini{ "+  Article 49 of the Treaty of St Germain :
gynotiongz Agsigt the Internatlonal Commieslon whirh had genera‘ powere

of administration pending the results of the pgcblscjt
Contmgen‘rs° One zone was occupled by Austrlan Lroops and Lhe other by
' Yugoslavian troopa. Local police ves reta;nad
Command ; Under the authorlty of the Inbernatlonal Commiasion
L. The Plebiscite .of Upper Silesim. (1921) | |
Under the suthority of an Internatlonal Commisslon composed of Yhrdd members
designated by the United Kingdom, France and Ita]y. (The American

repregentative on the Commiamsion wag not appointed}
Apreement piroviding for International, Force~ Article 88 of the Treaty of

Versailles, - e
Functions:  Assist the International Cémmission WhiChvhéd gencral powers of
Adminigtratlon pending the r@ﬂultévof fhé plebiscite.
Contiggentse France: ten bhattalions
United Xingdom; four hattalions
Italy: two battalions,

It was also permitted to recruit "

rendarmerie” among the
inhabitants of the country, '

Comuand ; Fach contingent was commanded by an officer of his own country,
All wore placed under the French Commander-in-chlefl,

5, [The attempted Plebiscite in Vilna, (1921)

Under the authority of a Commissglon of five army officers - British, Ttalian,

Japanese, Spanish and French (President). (The Council ol the League of
Nations also appolnted a Committee of three of its own members - French,
Japanese, Spanish - to keep in touch with the question),

Apreement providing for the International Forces Resolutlons of the Council
of the League of Nations, 28 October and 21 and 2% November, 1920,

Tunctions: Assist the Commission for maintenance of order (simply to perform
police duties).

Contingente: About 1,800 men,
1 company of Belglan troops and one machine gun section,

2 companies of Britlsh troops and one machine gun section,
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. 2 companies of Spanish Troops and one machine gun section,

2 companies of French troope and one machine gun section,
5 supernumorary officers speaking Polish oy Russlan,
The Council also v0ued to ask the Danish, Dutch, Norwegian

and Swedish governments to auppiy 100 men each plus a-

machine gun eectlon

Command : Col, Chardigny (France) President of the Plebiscite Commission,

I e - it

Note: After the Government of Swibzerland had refused the free bransit
of the contingents ‘ -
Naetions dropped its plan to hold a plebiscite,

&, Plsbiscite in the Saay Teryitory, (1935) .

Apreement sstablishing International Force: Resolution. of the Coﬁncil of* the

League of Nations, 8 Deoambér 193%,
Contingents: United Kingdoms 1,500
Italy: 1,300 |
The thherlandﬁ° 250
. Swedent 250 R Co Cp
Totel: 3,300 men, - " ‘
Command s Undexr the authority of Govarning Comm1881on of the Saar

. Territory.
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L. As regards genoral copts, transport and other matters involved in the
creation of an Inxornational force, the only precedenis which can be
atilized are the Pleblscite in the Sagr Terrltory and the attempbed
pleblscite in Vilna,. ;‘ ' " | " S '.‘
2. Thopge two cases are not alike, as thev had difierent fartuai and legal
o:c:lg_;ing, . ' N L -

A, The Saar Territbry -

3. The Saar Pleblscite was based upon Articles 45 and followlng .

the Treaty of Versailles, Article Lo mtipulated: "Germany renounces:in
favour of the Learue of Nationg in the capacity of trustce, the government
of the territory defined above,

"At thelend bf'Tiftéen.years from the coming into force of the present
treaty the inhabitants of the eaid territory shall be called upon to
1ndicate‘thé"sovereignty under which they desire to be placed”.

4,  The government of the territory of the Saar Basin was entrugted to a
commission representing the League of Nations (Article 16 of the Annex
of the Treaty)., This commission was responsible to the Councll of the
League of Nations and. was presided by a chairman appointed by the same
body, o : :
5. The Governing Commission had powers to levy taxes and dues In the
territory exclusively applicable to the needs of the berritory,

6, A civil 'end criminal court was established to hear appeals from
the declsions of the existing courts, k. -

7. A Plebiscite Tribunaliwas established, .. : "“
Cogt of Transport and Maintenance . '

8. "The coste of transport, the costs of maintenance resulting from

iexpaﬁriaﬁibn‘and not covered by the credits already provided in the hudgets
of ‘the reepebtive‘cove?nmenté (Uhited Kinedom, Italy, Netherlands, Sweden,
which furnished contingents) together with any coste of accommodation, shall
be charged to the fund furnished by France, Germany and the Saar Territory
for ekpendlbure in comnectlon with the plebiseite; should this fund prove
insufficieiit, “the committee of the Councll, In accordance with the Council's
decislon of 4 June 1934, 1s authorized to request tho French and Gorman

\\\\\ 1, DAL A s g i, T T 4T

Covernments to make supplementary paymenta" (paragraph: 2) of the decigion

of the OCouncil of the League of Nations, 11 December 193k4).

Death or Invalidity

9. "Death or invalidity pensions which may have to be pald in respect of the
death of invalidity of members of the International force as result of

thelr service in accordance with the mogt favouvrable rules embodlied In the

legislation in force in the four participating countries, as well ag
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compensation for loss or damage t0 Ehe materinl belonging to the international
, force, mhall be an dbliggtion of the Government of the: Teriltory x|th1n the

[N

meaninp of paragraph 39 of Lhe Anﬁex to Artmcle 50 of the Treaty,

..... B e

The remouVﬂes proper of the League of Natlons shall in no case be dravn

upon eibhev for pavments whloh are not re:mbursabl oL fo; aovanrea from the

K

working capital fund (Pardgraph 2 of the above resoJuulon)

E}emption from v=saonqibijlby and Ju*isdictlon, Power of Rpovlslbion

10, "The Governing Commigaion of the Saar Terrltory is a.uhorwzed to
enact the legislation necessary to exempt the- 1nternati01al 1o orce and
its members from ail responsibllity for any act accompliphed in the
performaince of théir miééion~andfto1confef‘oh itaeif’iﬁfqase of~n@é& ST
the power of requisition for the acvémmbdaﬁibn,‘méintenance‘aﬁdvtrahépdbt
_of the sald forces (paragraph 3 of ths above reaolution) : .
1}, "The command of ths’ international force, 1lts organs and - serviccs and
the members of the sald force. ghall be exempt from the jur:sdiution of the
courts. of: the territory" (paragr&pb L of the' above - reﬂolutlon) v
12, "The Supreme Pleblac:te T“ibunal shall al@ne be competenL to dudge
breaches of penal law committed against the- Lntelnatlonal force or 1ts
membere or affecblng 1ts properby “or the property of itg organs or lts
members™ (paragraph 5iof the above ¥esolution), tre e x,'
B. The Abtempbed Vilna Plebisclte . ‘ S ;‘;_
13;, The attempﬁed Vilna Plebiscité vas prov1ded ‘For ;n Lhe rcaolution
of the Council of thé’ League of ' Natione adopbed on 28 Octobcr 1920

Costs, Maintenﬂnce dnd all additional expenses‘“

14, 1. "The States which mend contingents’ of troops shal] advance Lhe

sume necessary for the brundport and malntenance of these troope .

-2, "ALl expenses additional to the. norma] charges of . mainﬁenanoe
Of the trdopé i thelr own country (transport biljctlngo addltienal
ration’ allowances “offide expenses) ghall be repand Yy ﬁhe League ‘of

" Nattons out' of its’ Budget of 1922 Lo khe stateu who have extended

ChE T : Lot o .". e P ;‘

I le."‘

“\:““fthe noney",
e S0 iR League W111 be reimbursed by Pcland and Lithuania foy Lhe
‘ ‘.?total sums “widen® it has adVdnced to cover' Lhe expenses of"’ taking
& popular expressjon of . Opinion in a proportion to be fixed aocordinp
H e the fesults of the expressibn of oplnloh (Approved by the Council
of “the' League of" Nations 25 November 1900) R
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