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1.  The first sub—~para':rra‘uh of paragraph B.,4 of Fart I of ‘the Plan
adopted by the CGeneral As scr‘blv reads as follows:

"The Commission, after consultation with the democratic -
parties and other public organizations of, the Arah and Jewish:
States, shall select and establish as rapidly as, possible a
Provisional Council of Govermment, The activities of both the
Arab and Jewish Provisional Councils of Government shall be carried
out under thegeneral direction of, the Commission.”

2, Three points are stresged in this sub-paragraph:. first, the =~
Commission is instructed to consult with democratic partics and public'
organizations; second, the urgency of setting up the Provisional
Councils of Government is emphasized; third, it is made clear that the
COU.llC'LlS. are to function under the supervision of the Commission.

3, The ,1*el'ati_on:3hip of the Commission with the Provis ional Councils

of fovernment is dealt w:l_ih in ‘lorking Paper A/AC, <,l/w 6. The
nece‘*sn,tj of s%hng them up ._:peudlly :Ls oeli‘—ev:,deut ar:l nwds no: "
elaboration, The present sec,tlon, thorefore, deals exclvs:.vel\r mth |

E 6% 1}% G’.Llh“bl f%gt ]:“ellmlna,ry consul tata.on by the Comission of
14 JpY 1947 . ‘ /democratic
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democratic parties and public organizations in both the future Stamgs.

b The Commission itself will naturally decide how best to implenent
this provision of the Plan, It would seem, however, useful to

indicate the method followed by UNSCOP during its work in Palestine,

5, UNBCOP establis hed dirvect contmct with ont of the Jewish
organizations listed in t?is section and gave hearings to bodies
represenﬁing the large majority of them, It dealt principally, however,
with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, which has a special position as

the representative body of the Jewish people, both in-Palestine and else~
vhere, The representative position of the Jewish Agency 1s made clcar
in the Mandate and was feuemphasized by tlie Uhited Kiﬁgdom.Delegate to
the Special Session of the General Assembly where the Jewish Agency was
officiaily'reépgnized as representing the Jews of Paléstine.v ‘It was
reiterated by the Vaad lLeumi which assuredvthe Geﬁeral Assémblyyin‘a |
cable thét "the sole representative of;thé quéétiﬁe Jeﬁish Community vis-
a~vis the United Nations is the Tecubiye of.the Jéwish Agéncy”;‘»>URSCOP
recognized this special pésition hy giviﬁg the féwish Ageﬁpyvgﬁe
exclusive‘right’among Jewish bodies in Palestine to appoint‘perméﬂent
liajson officérs to assisl the Special Committee iﬁ its work; iﬁ
regard to Arab Palestine, since the Arab IIi zher Commlttee is Lho body
which has been officially recogﬁized by the United Nations as Peprecent~
ing the Arabs of Palegtlnv, a olm11¢r invitation was oxtented to it to
oppeint llaason ofi¢cu s.‘ The 1nv1wat10n was, however, reiuoed, since
the Arab Highor Committee had decided that UNSOCP showld be boyeotbod by
the @rab‘populatlon of P&leotlﬂb. | - |
6. The follow1ng notes outllne the scépe and character of‘organlzed
bOdLGS which the' Comnission mlpht W1sh to consult w1th a view to getting

),

up PTOVlSlOHal COHHOllS of government in the Arab and Jewish States.

The notes are lelded into two parts, J@Wloh oodies and Arab bod1os.

- /A, Jew1sh Bodies
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A, JeUlah Dodles ;

7. The th pfiﬁciﬁai‘bbdiés'in'Jéw{éh Félestiné%are'the Jéﬂiéh.ﬁgeﬁéy .
for Palestine and’ the Vaad Teuni (déhéfal'Counéil’bf'ﬁhé Eléctéd’ﬁsﬁembiy
of the Jewish}Cémmunity in Péléstine). hese two bodies are bhe
spokesmen for all the‘JeWish'”democratic parties and public orgéniéétioné”
6f any politicdl importance in Palestine and for its Jewish démmunity in
g@ueral, .
8, Tt may be asked why, since the Jewish Agency is the body which
bfficially'represents Jewish Palestine and, as indicated}ébové; is
récbgnized as such by the Vaad Leumi itself, thé.cémmissibn should consider
consulting with the Vaad Leuml as well as with the Jewish Agency for the
purpose of setting up a provisional council of gofernment.'- It should be
borne in‘mind, however, thét.the Vaad Leumi répresents the Jews of
FPalestine on the widastVbaéis and exelusively, Whereas'the Jewisﬁ Agénc&
represents Zionist Jews thrdughout the world in addition to those in -
Palestine, Further, that since the Vaad Leumi is the executive bhody of a
comminity that is organized and recognized as a'religibus commnity, it
will, be able to spealk ard act as an intermédiary before the Commission for
organized Judaism in Palestine Thirdly, as mentioned aﬁéve, the Vaad
Leumi énd not the Jewish .gency has under the present regime beéﬁ‘
responsibie for the.dctualjadmihistration, as regards thé Jewish
pOpulation,'iﬁ certain important fields such as health and edudation.
9. Dr, Chaim Veizmann, formerly President of.the‘Jewish Agency,'occupies
a unique posibtion in the Zionist world, and'bié‘advice on the subjéét of
the sefting up of a provisional obﬁn&illaf goverhmentiiﬁ the Jewish State
would undoubtedly be helpfui to tho Commission, 'His pre ent relation-
ship to the Jevdsﬁ Agehcy is diffidult to define; he appeared before
UNSCOP, for instance, as an 1ndiv1dual, whereas he was heard by the Ad

Hoo Commlttee on the Palestlnlan Queotlon as a spohesman for Lhe chi%h

/Aanncv.
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Agency; Althou gh he is wholehedrted in his support of partition, on
certdin 1ssues, notablj‘ln hlS friendly att 1tude to the BrlL1Qh, he.
differs somewhat frqm.tpeggengral,qulppkhand policy of the J9w18h
Ageney, and, on the:éuéstion'of the establishment of a provisional
council of government, his views may not necessarily be the same as those
which the Jewish Agency might advance,

10, The range of political views held by the main parties of Jew?sh
Palestine is considerable, The-Jewlsh .igency may, however, be regardeq
as fhe authoritative spokesmaﬁ for all these parties, since cven in the
case of ”opposition".pérties such ag the Revisionists, and, wntil lately,
the Hashomér Hatzair, they all abide by the disciplinary ruling of the
Zionist Organization whereby, in represenﬂatiqns before the outsi@e world,
a united front is presented, =~ Furthermore, during the recent
deliberations .of the General Assemblygon Palestine, the Jewilsh Agencyiwas
assisted by a\Eplitiqu Advisqry‘Committee which included menbers of the
Revisionist and Hashomer Hatzair Parties, It should he bqrne in mind
ﬂmtJmﬁdyyﬂﬁiwlpmtmsinPMﬁ%hwewen&,%aﬁcamﬁumt
particularly at LheApresent time‘they;may be expected to be in the
process of adopting their general policio on basic issues,

11, 4 small number of movements and groups in Jewish Palo stine arc not
represented by both the Jewish Agency and the Vaad Leumi, These bhodies
carry little weight owing tq their numerical weakness or to the fact
that they are not primarily political“parties. ﬁevertheless, thg
Commission may wish to conbact themaas a gesture of good will and as a
matter‘bf general policy with a;viéw to ensuring -that the wid@st,
pOSolblC range of v1cws is talken 1nto account, rabhor L}an as. a

i

practlcal step towardg the Lormatlon of a hPOVlolOﬂdl couu011 oj ZOveri-

[ . . I

ment,

by
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12, Th@ follow1nw brlef nobeq outllnu flrst, bhe JOWloh Arunoy; gucond,
thc Vaad Leumi bhlrd, the main pOlLthql partleo roprosented by the

7 Tewrst el
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Jewish lgency and the Vaad Leumij and fourth; ‘certain other movements
and groups which are not -repré'sented’ by both the Jewish iAgency and the

Vaad Teumi, - = &% oob w0 SR

(a) The Jewish ;ﬂg.én,ézf for Palestine
13, A&?'ticle A;'of t}ie Ivzaﬁda.ﬁe for Pal@.stiine provided for the recogniiion
of a Jewish agency'”asla public body for the purpose of advising anci co-
operating with the Administrabtion of Palestine in such economic, social
and other !mat"pers as may affect the establishment of the Jewish national
home and the in'teres’c;s of the Jewish pOpU.l{-l’biOn.in Pélestine , and,
subject always to the control of the /dministration, to assist and take
part in the development of the country," The same Article recognized
'I:he Zionist Organization (founded in 1397 with the aim of ,creatim-a ho;ne
in Palestine, secured by public law, for the :J:Ol'liél'l people), as the Jewish
agency reforred to above, ‘ - L
14, In 1929 an,agrcemeﬁt was reached between Zionist and non-Zionist Jews
which resulted in the creation of an enlarged Jewish igency with equaliby
of x‘epr‘e'Sc-ch,a‘t:i.on as betwoen Zionists and non-Zionists,  The predominance
of the Zionist Organiz&tidx was, houever, assured because the President of
the Zionist 'Organizdti()n is_ipso facto Prosident of the Jewish uigency,
15, The Jewish !;g,e'x;cy comprises the following organs: a Council of 70
members, which normally mects once cvery two years and is the supreme
governing body of the jgency; an Jdminlstrabive Committec of 40 members,
which meebs at intervals between meetings of the Council to supervise the
work of the Txecutive; and an FExecubtive, appointed by the Council ‘énd
consisting at present of 19 members, under the -chairmanship of
Mr, David ﬂeﬁ'G~ur‘ibz'1,  Tts head oi‘ficcs :are in Jerusalem,  The ,:';gc;ncy_:
Cis divided j:nto the following departments: Political Depgwtmen{o,g_
Tpeasury, Imnigration Dépaﬂ;m@i‘lﬁg‘ '-'Doﬁartménttﬂ-;'izﬁof-f Youth* and  child .«

.

Tmigration, Départiient for igricultural -Settlementy Department Lope . ., =

VAT L D L B
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tiiddle-Class Settloment;” ugrlcultural ﬂcspamch Station, DCp&Jtanb of -
Trade'andtIndustry, Small Trade and Artisans! Soction, Departmont. of
Labour, Maritime Department; Technical Department and Department for
Housing of Immigrants, Economic Resoarch Instituie,'Eoonomic Bureau,
Seo£ion of t&t]stho, OfgdnlzatLon Douartment, Ybuth Scotlon,
]nformatlcn Ofilco, Prees Offlc” ,llk Foundation (Publ1uhmng House),
Suppl" SfatJ on, Dnarch Wur ek for‘ I asing hel:}.t:l_ves 9 Dopar*bment £ 01“'
Post#Uwr Sﬂttlcment of Soldiers, and Goneral Socrotariat. Departments
dealing with health and education were transferred some years ago to the

Vaad Leumd,

(b) The Vaad Leumi
15, ‘rticle 15 of the Mandate sbipulates that the Mandatofy shal; assure
to the people of Palostine "complete freedom of conscience and the free
cxercise of all forms of worship." In implementation. of this Article the
High Commissioncr wvas ompowered to make rules for the organization and
récogniﬁion’by“tho Goverment of* any religious community that applied. for
this privilege, TUnder the Jowish Community-Rules of 1928, statutory ..
recognition was given to~a'”06mmunity of the Jews in Palestine," This
commﬁnity inclgdes the‘overwhelminé majority of Jews in Palestine,
Membership is automatic for all Jews, mén and womon, wha hiave Llived in
Palestihe for not less than threce months unless they "opt out",. Thé_
community's prineipal orgahs are A‘Habbinical Council; an Alected @Ssembly
(tho’present Assembly, cleeted in lQhA,‘is composed df 171 mcmbors); a. ..
(reneral Council of the Elected isserbly (the Vaad Leumi), and Local
Community Committeés,'seﬁ up innall places where not less than SQ.aduIt
Jews; registéred~&$‘mﬁmbers ofnthevrecognizcd Jewish_ Commanity, have
their residence. " =~ - -
17.. The Vaad I@umigfﬁhioh ig the exeocutive organ of .the. Jewish
Community,'conSistégoffAO mémbersudiected*by:the'Electeé Lssenbly., .;Its

= ‘ _ ' Inrogident
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president is at prescnt Mr. Ben Zevié. Tt administers the lay affairs

of the Je’xf&rish Cdm]htinity'iri 'acczori'c'iéh'ée with the Elected \ssembly!s
docisionq. Tts fﬁﬁéﬁiﬁns arc divided ambﬁg'departﬁcntsf Political,
Financial,‘Munibipai; Tducational, Health, Social Uelfare and Religious
Affairs,  The social system administcred by the Vaad Teumi includes a
public school system.compfising some 760'schools with over 93,000 pupils;
2 health service organized as a network of preventive and curabive
institutions; the Illadassah Hedical Organization; a “orkers! Sick Fund, and
a social welfare service with 50 officers, which is respdnsible for

schemes such as school feeding, day nurseries, youth clubs, cte,

(¢) Political Partics representod by both the Jewish, .gency and

the Vaod Leumi,
18, The following parties are reprosented by both the Jewish Agﬁncy and
the Gawd Lcumi'
(1) The Mapai (Palestine Jewish Labour Pw:ty) is the largest and
mogt powerful party in Jewish Palostine, and is tho chicf suoport of
the Executive of the Jewish Agoncy'and‘the Vaad Leumi. It is
affiliated to fho 2nd International, and ﬁodk an uncompromising
‘o,and in advocating the establishment of a Jewish State. imong
its representativos on the Jewish Agency Executive are Hr, Ben Curion
(Chairman), Mr. shertok (head of the Pélitical Department ) and
Hr. Kaplan (Tfeasuror).
(2) QphdgﬁwﬂyoﬂgrPoa;c_.Z_o  (Labour Unity - “Jorkers of Zion).
This is a fusion of two left-wing artLus and dlLfer from the liapad

FAFAl

‘mai'nly in being Iﬁore radical in the home affairs .md in having
opposed parfitioﬁ. "It faﬁaﬁred nén%égoperatioﬁ with thé Palestine
Goverhﬁwhﬁf ﬁoadlug flgureo are Wr. I: L&bﬁnklh, br. Ao Zisling
and Iir, J.véérubavel | UhllL rcpraoented on tho Council of the
uev1eh ugency, it has no representation on thﬂ Executive,

{3) Hashomer Hatzair ("Young Guard" Labour Party) stands to the

/left
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left of tho uamﬂJ and Favours ant1—cap1nallsm and cla 8 war.
In Lhe pagt 1t has beon ilrmiy Opposcd to partltlon and ln?
urged urab~Jewush co—Opnratlon in a bl—natJonal state, It
ha nowq_however,bgpwlrontlv chaﬂpcd its gtand on UJFLLEJOH.‘
It has always been f1g3d1v Oppouod to all forms of terrorisii,
’The party conbrols over AO collective settlemonts; among its
leading f%gurgs are KFr, M, Ben Tov, Mr, . Yaari and

tr, ¥, Yazan, Whilc reprosented o1 the Council of the Jewlsh
sgeney, it has no r*proseatntlon on the Txecutive,

(h) .Fapocl Hamizrahi (Mizrahi iorkers) is a socialist party
which bases its domestic nolicy prim&rily'on religion rather

Jowish

than on economics; its aim is the establishment of o

‘State based on the tenets of religlous Judaism. Tt ds
represented on the Iixecutive of the Jowish Agency by Mr. M.
Shapiro-and ﬁr, 3, Shragal,

{5) Jliya Hadasha (New Immigrants! Party) is a party of the
Centre, it was founded in 1942 and its mombership is largely
dfawn‘from.immigrantﬁ from Germany and Central “urope. Ité
aim is constructive Zionist work which Wlll Tradua7lv
deLlltWtO self~government and the promotlon of irab-Jewish

understending, Tt has consistently endeavoured to'provent
tho widening breach with fngland, and it secks to unite the more

moderate elemenbs of other partics, Tt is suprorted by a

group of ag rlculturml settlomcnt baQOu o1 1nd1vaduml property

;

comblned with complete co~operdt10n in mnrkotlng, supply

and communal affalrs. Leadlng flguruo are Dr G. Landauor

and;Dr‘ Fy Rosenblueth, Uhllc representcd on thc Coun01l
L . ' : i ‘ L3N
/nF IRV
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of the Jewish Agency, the party has .no

representation on the Executive,

(6) Higtadruth lNazionim liaklallim (Confederation

of General Zionists) is a Centre party and a branch

of the World (onfedoration of General Zionists,

For over ton years it was divided into two scparabe
factions, the A~Zionists and B-~Zionists, The two
groups amalgamated in June l9h6, The A~Zionists
'were ofiginally followers of Dr, E izmann,

particularly as ronafds foreign pollcy and in their
close collaboration W1th the Left. The B-Zionists,

ho were supported largely by mlddlemclas P]omégts and
leanod towards the ftight, were in iavour of the bulldlng
- up of the lational Home through private enterprise,

Tt is evident that the fusion has given rise to a
certain amount of uneasiness w1th1n the ranks of bhu
Cmﬁmmmmum,sumetM3mmgwmmshmmerOMAwﬂy
composed thelr differences. Although Lhe Confodoratlon
is represented by eight nmnmefs on theé hxecutlve of the
Jewish Agoncy, it no longer plays a decilsive rol@‘in
public life in Palestine, and polled only 4% of the
.total‘voteé in the clections to the 22nd‘2iohist
Congress. Outside Paléstine, and particularly in ‘
Americ&, where the Lmerican branoh of tho Uorid
Confedoratlon is led by Dr. A. H, Sllvcr the General
Zlonlsts are much more 1nfluunt1al LG&dlﬂF flgures
in Palestlne are Mr. P Bernsteln, huad of the
vDeDartment of Trade amd Industry of the Jewish Lig ency,

and Mr, I. Gruenbaum, head of the Labour Department.
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(7) The Mizrahi Federation is the right-wing branch of the

orthodox Zionists. Like its counterpart on the Left, the‘Hapoel
Heudezrahi, this party aims‘dt establishing & Jewish State based on
religious Judaisw, It wewbers are drawn wginly frow the urban widdle
classes, JIts Palestine representative on the Jewlsh /igency Executive
is Rebbi Fishuwen, Its leadership was until laetely appar@ntly'divided

on the subJect of .partition.

(8) The Revisionists forw ﬁhe extrewe right~wing party in Palestine,
Tt has stood foﬁ the forwation of a Jewish Steté ‘"on both sides of

the Jordan", hes been bitterly opposed to the Palestine Governwent

end highly critical of fﬁe Jewigh Agency Executlve, It tacitly
gywpathizes with the resistance wovewents., Two of the hnderground
resistance uwovewents in Palestine, the Irgun Zval Lewud (National
Military 9rganization) end the Stern Group (Fighters for the Froedowu

of Israel}, derive frow the Revisionists, as does the “Hebre&
Couwlttee of National Liberation" in fuericae, which has conducted a
campaign in support of the.above-mantioned rgsistance groups. The
relationship between the party and these bodies is not, however, clear.
The party is the second largest Jewish political party in Palestine

and & further significent fact is that it ideology as regards the
direct use of physical force has gained sywpathy awong wany Jews in
Palestine who have no affiliations with the party as such, The Revisione
ists, hitherto uncouwprowisingly opposed tovpartit£on, have recently
changed thelr stend on this %ssye and, . an wentloned above, were represent-
ad on the Politicel ldvisory Co@uittee vhich assisted.the Jewish [ gency
during the weetings of the General stqmbly. While répresente& on the
‘Council of the Jewish Lgency, the party ;hag no rapresentation on ‘the
Executive. | |

/19, An indication.,.
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19. #An indication of the comﬁéfgﬁivégstféﬁg%hidfjihé Varibus
Jewish political pdftiés:iEJgivéﬁ:insfﬁé'foildﬁiﬁé %%o:tagles; The
Tirst shows the results of the mf)st fe’éeﬁt’ éleétibhé "to‘"th‘e E'léc'tgd

In these elections the HashcueruHa£Zéir and Poaiei‘Zibn Joined .
forces to forw a "Left Front", while the Revisiniets and the Union

' of Genoral Zionists (Geporal Zionisté B, now uerged in the Confodr
“eration of General Zionists) boycotted tlf;,e‘eiactions. The s’eboﬂd
téble shows the i‘eSul’cs of the wost :Eec,ent ’Eriél of sﬁ*engtﬂ of Jewish
politibal parties in Palestine, nauely éhé'Péies£ine elections gb the
22nd World Zionist Congress, held on 28 Ootob@r 1946, The Gowunist
Eurty of Pales‘oin@ , not being fo Lliatod to the wOrld Zloms‘o Org,an»

¢

1zat10n, took no pert in these electlona,

194k Blections to the Elected Asgéubly

Party | Votes , Beats
Mepai ‘ - :75)667: : B 63
Left Front 24,773 ' ’ -2l
Aliye Hadasha . 21,383 .. o 18
Poel Mizrahi = 19,372 o 17
fhdut fvode - 18,168 .16
Mizrahi ‘ 7,772 \ ‘ : 7
Couauunlste o - 5,948 AT 3
Total . 168,508 . S 145,

19)-1—6 Palestbine Tlections to wOrld zionist Congress

Perty o L - Votes - Delegates
Mapai S 68,939 . . .28
Revigionists - 26 964 _ 11
Lohdut Avoda-Poalel Zion 2l 0k9 ‘ 10
Hashower Hatzair 25,9)44 10
Hepoel Egwizrehi ... - . » 19,1716 . ... . . 8
hliya Hadaéska e 12,055 5
General Zionists - ... . - 7,616 ,. 3
Mizrehi Federation Sk Q*Q 2
Total 187,0h2 - : 77

fa\ ntlan,
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(a) Qther wovewents end groups

. 20,._ ;The fo,llow;ing wovewsntg and groups are pot Trepresented. by

the Jewish Agency end the Vead Lewul 3 .

R

(3) Ihud (Union) and thé].ie’égue for Jewish-Areb Repprochousnt *

(1), The Comwunist Perty (represented only in the Veaed Leuwwai) 3

The party ia opposed . to Zionisw and believes in the practicability

of Arab-Jewish co-operation, .once Palestine is free of outside

. i.nflnxegce, In its evidenoe before UNSCOP, whiqh conglsted largely

of an indicm_ent of British policy, it.d@clgred that it haq worked

for the transfer of the Palestine problew to the United Nations,
‘that 1t greeted United Nations intervention s "an achievouent

for the peoples of Palestine" end thet it faevoured continuing

United Nat ons responsibility for the achievewont, of its ob-

Jective ¥ a biesnational State, The perty's ueubership is esﬁim'—

. eated at 6,000, Its leading figurce are Mr. Meir Vilner,

Dr, Thrlich énd Mr, Mikpnis; all three represented it before
UNSCOP,

(2) Palestine Couwunist Union ¢ This is a suall party, nuber-

ing approxiuately 700, which seceded frow the Cowwmnist Party of
Palestine because its wewbers favoured Zionist agpirations, It

has teken no part in eieotions to the Elected Psseubly snd is

not affiliated to the World Zionist Organizatién,: Ite gpokesuan

before UNSGOP was My ‘Prowinger, who outlined a sc::hem{ for

"territorial federalisu”, i,e., & Joint Areb~Jewish State

-cowposed of districts pqss.esfs'ing regional, anthorities of their

- OWnL.

>

These two Lovewents are not’strictly speaking political parties
and they take no pert in elections.
Thud aiws at the inclysion of & hi-national Palestinien State,

based on nuwerical parity, within the frauework of a Middle Fastern
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Federation. In his evidonce before UNSCOP on behalf of Thud,
Dr, Magnes (President of the Hebrow University) stressed that
ArabeJewish cowoperation, the kernmel of the Palestine problel,
had never been reéognized ag such by the Zionists, the ieading“
Lrabs or tﬁe British Governwent, He suggested thot Pulestine
should be transferred for a trensitional period to the Trusgtec-
ship Systew of the United Notions, and thet, once the .bi-
natlonal State was set up, the decisive volce on uajor controe-
versial issues such s iraigration should be that of tb@ Hnitod‘
Nations.v A secoﬁd spokeguen for Ihud, Dy, Rainef, pointed out
to UNSCOP the technical objections to partition, on the oeswip=
tion that a proposed partition schewe would follow the lines of -
the Royal Couwiseion's partition plean, After tho phblidation
in the press of the UNSCOPAuﬂjority rocﬁmendations on pertition,
Dx. Mmgneg in & long letter to the New York Tiumes voicos his
p@rsonél aﬁpreh@nﬁioné concerning partition,

Ihud is @ puall group whose influence is due chiefly to the
parsonél preétige of i@s leading figure, Dr. Magnes.

'fhe League for Jewish-fireb Rapprochauunt includes Ihud and
o nuwber of weswbers of other parties, chiefly of the Hashouér

Hatzalr, fchdut AVOd&w?O&lei Zion and [liya Hodeshe,

(4) Agudeth Tareel 1 This is en orgenizetion of orthodox Jews

which, while not opposed to the idea of & Jowish nationcl howo,
holds that 1t will be accowplished by God in His own tiue and

ié therefore opposed to the present trends of political ZionislLa

The Agu&éﬁh Iérgel further regards the Jeﬁish Comunity in Pole
estine as aﬁ‘eéséﬁtidi;ébiitiéﬁl end econouic,‘noﬁ a roligious,
commﬁnity,’aﬁd Jféwmeﬁbéréhggégd’buﬁ of thevJewish Cémmunity of
Palestine, Ite wewbers dO‘noﬁfxéke part in electlons to the Zionist
Congress or the Elected [ssoubly, Its strength has been estiuated

at 50,000, including adults end children,
/ B. atabes.
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2 Basrab Loddes.

» 21,0 It is'obvious that in view of the attitude’of the Arab
population in Palestine towdrids the Unitsd Natidns plan for partition,
the Jommission will be fuced with & difficult task in endeavouring to
consult Arab "demooratic pertiss and. public -orginizations" on the sub-
Ject of ‘metting up & provisional .council of govaermment in the Arab State.,
It-1s thought; however, that a trief indication of ‘the general character
of Arab goliticul life in Palestine,and short notes on the principal

Arab bodles now active, may - eerve & usaivl purpose,

22. Arab parties in Pales#1ne cam% info ex1stence only after the
British eccupat1on of the ccuntxy" mhey differ con91derably fram
polit*cal par+ies ag the tern 1s ganerally understood in Western |
'countries. Their *saders freiuently dif191 on grounds of pereénal
enmiﬁy of rivalry rathur than L. qneqtiona of principle, generally
gpeaking, a party 1siinfLu9ntiLl in local;nles Wheve the family influenca
of its 1eaders 1s Etvonfest tbere is very little party organization,

and. the leadrrs are not ohnsen by elections in tha Western sense of the

word.,

3. In general, the Arabs of -Palsstine have in the past been
aligned in tw» camps belonging to two wealthy and long-establishgd
famiiies ; the Huaseinis (the femily of the Ex-Muttl of Jexusalem) and
tne Nﬂshash1bls,_ Th@ faud be+wean nne uW\ ﬁamilles and thoir follovers

ig now no longar at its helght

A

oeh. TheArab Higher: Committees - The principal Arab-organizatlon

| In. Pnlesting, and theuone.which»hasfbsen35ffi¢iallyfrecagnized by the
United Natiens @ represerting the Ardbg of Pulestine, is the Arab
-Hlgher Committes. -The:Arad Higher Gcmmittee ismdt Iteelf o political

;'L?;?«E'y,P‘@-‘; f;   H5f;';an‘f< f.' P /purty...
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party, nlthuugh when 1t was flrst formud all Lhu major Arab POlltLOdl
partjos cn—operated in lt.‘ The present Arab Hl&her Comm,tteo (e T80 known
'8 the Arab Hlbher Lxecutlve) is the fourth in & shccession of Arab
Higher Commattee%, thu First of Whlch was fuunded in 1936 mder the °
leﬁdershjp of Haj Auin el Hgssaini, then Mufti of Jerusalem and
Pregident of the Suprewe Moslem'CouhCil. ThéiFourth-/rab?Higher C O
wittes was forued pé the result of & weeting Oflﬁhe Lrab Leagne at
Bludern in Syria in June 1946, Mr, Jawal el Husseini (leader of the
Paleafine Arab beleémﬁion to the Genersl /ssswbly and ¢ velative of the '
Ex-Mufti) is 1bs Vice-Cheirusn and Dr. Hussein el Khelidl is its
Secretary, The post of Chairwen is tacitly held open fof the Ex-Mufti

hiwself, now in exlle,

25L‘ The Arabd Highar Cﬁmmitt@e GOmprises the following‘depaftu@nts:
Treasury; Dapartmenb of Natlonal Lcnnmqr(cohcerned in pa?%ibulér
waLh Lhe fr&b bchutL of’ Jewish woods); Departuwent of Lends (wsinly
ooncurned wlth preventln@ the gale of ft?b lands to Jews); éhd‘Départﬁent
of National ReconmtruutJun end Netional And. flthought the Couwittes's
headquerters are in Jerusalem, its meettnus ars irequently held in

Buypt,

26. [t the invitation of the:British Governuent, the [rab
Higher  Coumittee sent & delogetion to the London Conférence on Pele
estine in Jennary 1947, ond éﬁnpe ifs formation e o wore of 1its
wewbers have been preseat as observnrs ét méeﬁings of the frab ie&gu@.
It represented’the frabs of Ptlestine QL thb Speclol Sesa1on on
Pslestine end at the recent m@etlngs of the G@neral Assewbly. It ro—
fused UNSCOP's jnvltébzon to €pp0;£tlllalson ofchers tn work Wlth N
. the .bpeowal Commjftbe and to testlfy in Jeruszleu on behalf of the

L rabs of Palestlne. g vt
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.27. The Palestine fraeb Party was founded in 1935 under the

presidency of Mr. Jewsl el Husseini. It is essentially the party of
the Ex—Muft;i. Ite objectives gre those which wergrapeg‘gedly put
forward to the General /ssewbly by the freb Higher Couwittee end the '
delogations of the Arab States @ the termination of the wendate, end
the esteblishment of Palestine ag an,..independent, .unltary fxreb

Btate., The Palestine Aral Perty has always been the lergest and wost
iqfluentiral of the firab parties, end all the wewbers of the present
Iirab Higher Coumittes belong to 1t. The youth wovewent "Futuwah"

is affiliated to 1t,. No figures giving the‘ wewbership of the

Palestine Arab Party are availabdle.

28, The Arash League of Nationel Liberation, founded in Heifa

in l9’+h, is organized wore or less on Western lines and‘; is Oomuni{at
in 1ts outlook. It holds that firabs and Jews can co-operste in
establishing and independent Palestinien State, once the country is
freed frow the influence of Britain and of Zionisw, It has consigte
ently urged that the Palestine prokhlew should be tranofefred to‘the
United Netions, end at cne stege advocated that the question should
cowe before the Security Council, not the General fssewbly. The
[Lrab League of Neational Eibgration is the only Arab body which has
publicly expresased hbstility to thé Arab Higher Couuittee and de~
mandeéi the éetting up of a body which woﬁid répresent the Prlestine
ALrebs on a‘democratic basis. No figures giving the Teague's wewbels
sh;.p are aveilable. | The ﬁrab League of Nationel Literction and the
Jewish Coumunist Party have attempted to work together, but such

ca-operat:lon has Leen rendered djfflcult bJ the violently nationale"

istic splri‘o ¢f the ranlc and flle oi‘ both partles.

29, Various other /rak political parties, such as the National
Defence. Party, the freb Reforw Party, the National Bloc Party end
/the Istiglalist...
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the Tatiqlelist Purty, cessed to function when /rab politicel activity
in Palestine was suspended following the fireb disturbances of 1936-39
and the outbresk of the war, and they have not resuued activiﬁy. They

were oll highly nationalistic in outlook,

30, The difficulties pqinted but sbove in regard to consulta-
tion of frab bodies should not lead to the definite conclusion that
there is no chance of the Couwission finding eny co~0perativé eleLents
aL.ong the frabé. Co-operation obviously will not be essily fortheouing
because of frab opposition to pértitiOn; nor is it likely that'any 0Y -
ganized group of [rabs will wodify its attitude of intransigent
hostility on this issue., It is posseible, however, that weny individuals
will reslize the practical advantages offered by econowic unicn. Jfn
essentlal condition for eny co-operation frou individuels Wogld be

certain winiwm guarentees of protection against reprisals.

%1, The fact should not be overlooked that practical co~operation
betwéen irebs end Jews is possible, even in the present atu.osphere of

bitterness end strife. J[rebs and Jews work together in the Governuent
service, in the Municipality of Heifa, snd, under Govermwent suspices,

&~

on the Citrus Board.
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