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UNITED-NATIONS CONCILIATION COMMISSION FOR PALESTINE -.e-- 

I. CREATION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

A/AC l 25/j 

~ 7 September 1949 
Original: English 

REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE -v 
ON REFUGEES 

TO THE CONCILIATION COMMISSION 

The Technical Committee on Refugees was established by 
the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine on 
14 June 1949 and given its terms of reference‘ After prepara- 
tory work and preliminary contacts, the Technical Committee 
set up its headquarters and began its field work on 22 June 
19b9 in Jerusalem. After seven weeks in the field the 
Committee returned to Lausanne on 12 August to report to the 
Conciliation Commissiond 

.I 

II. OUTLITIE OF WORKING'PLAN FOLLOWED BY THE TECHNICAL COMMITTE r- 

A. Preliminary contacts were made with the Governments 
of Egypt, the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom, Lebanon, Syria 
and Israel, and with the authorities of these Governments 
charged with responsibility for refugees and their pro- 
blems. Authorities concerned with public planning and 
public works were interviewed and requester! to submit 
plans for work relief projects of an immediate and long- 
range nature which could give employment to refugees. ) 

B. The Technical Committee established a close working 
relationship with the United "Tations Relief for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRPR) and this collaboration resulted in con- 
crete proposals from the UNR'PR with respect to supervis- 
ing the enumeration of Arab refugees in the Middle East. 
The Technical Committee also had meetings with the Middle 
East representative of the United Fations Childrens 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and met with the representative 
of the World Health Organization (WHO). 

c J. Close and frequent contact was maintained with the .' 
three relief arganizations: the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC), the International Red CrOSS Committee 
(IRCC), the League of Red Cross Societies (ARCS)., by 
iflzans of formal conferences, informal visits and corre- 
spondcnce r) 
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Da Refugee camps were examined, including Jer?cho, 
Hebron and Bethlehem in Arab Palestine; Horns In Syria; 
Gouraud, Wave11 and Anjar in Lebanon and five \;:rps in 
the Gaza area. Refugees living in towns 7:er.e.-also visited* 
The Technical Committee spoke with refugees in various 
camps and with their#Moukhtars and other spokesmen to 
secure a cross-section of refugee wishes and opinions0 

E. Throughout the course of its work, the Committee was 
in close touch with the President and Faculty of the 
American University at Beirut who were helpful in refer- 
ring the Committee 'to experts in some of the fields of 
work covered by its terms of reference3 Contact was also 
established with former responsible Arab officials of 
the Mandatory Government and with other outstanding per- 
sonalities in the Middle East? 

III. EXECUTION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE, 

A* Item one of the Terms of Reference reads as follows: 
"determine in accordance with studies already under- 

taken and in as precise a manner as possible the number 
of refugees, their place of origin, their previous - 

occupation, their means of subsistence, etcoeV: -. 

In conferences and discussions with the three 

relief organizations in charge of refugees, and by 
enquiries in camps, the Technical Committee found that 

relief is presently distributed to refugees who come 
from territories occupied by Israel; and also to persons 
displaced from their homes and to destitute persons0 

In the task of providing relief for the refugees, 
the three organizations have found it necessary to 
give relief to some destitute and needy displaced 
persons as well. In addition, in an operation of such 

magnitude, there are certain local irr.;gularities and 
undoubtedly some duplication of ration cards0 Taken 

altogether, these elements constitute what, for want of 
a better description, WC may call the "pt:-- :;:I::'-.' *. .-.li" c:I'ro?ll. 

The Technical Committee,-in collaboration with the 

UNRPR, has considered the advisability of taking a census 
of refugees in Jordan and Arab Palestine where the per- 
centage of error is highest, In this matter the 

Technical Committee had the advice of an expert of the 



St?btistical Office of the UIl!J., whcse consultative 

services were made available to the Committee by the 
Secretary-General, Consfderation was given to the pur- 
poses that would be served by such a‘census and to the 
expenditure that would be involved. 

It was clear to the Technical Committee and to the 
UNRPR that if a census were to be’taken for the purpose 
of con&rolling allocations of rations and resettlement 
it would have to include a complete registration system 

for the identification of relief recipients. It was felt, 
too, that the registrz2ion records would have to be kept 

up to date subsequent to the census and would necessitate 

personnel for the operation of any checking system0 A 
particular problem that was envisaged as likely to be 
encountered as a result of a census arose from the fact 

that at present an estimated 500,000 residents .of the 
former mandatory area are apparently self-supporting5 It f 
was feared that a census which sought to establish precise 

figures of relief recipients would attract at least a 
proportion of these individuals, with the result that even 

higher figures would be set for the number of persons 

claiming refugee status O 
The CommLttee was of the opinion that anything less 

than a detailed, well-planned and necessarily expensive 
census would be unlikely to provide more accur-tte aggregat 

figures than are obtainable from the official population 
data published by the mandatory government. The Committee 
considered also that owing to the instability of the 
locations of the relief recipients, there was a danger i 
that the census records of numbers in each locality were 

likely to be of little value for any extended period of - 
* time c The Committee therefore concluded that it is not 

advisable to conduct a census of the refugee population ’ 
at the present time. 

However, the need of UNRPR for more data on ration 

recipients 9 and the need of the Committee for data in 

connection with repatriation and/or settlement led the 

Committee to conclude that a small special staff directed 
by the UNRPR could serve both needs. It is considered 

important that this staff secure the support and collabo- ” 
ration of responsible Arab persons in each locality6 



The Committee reached -the- conlusion that the great 
.variation in existing estimates on the number of refugees 
arises to a considerable extent from the different 
definitions that are in use. After examining the various 
estimates and making them available to the statistical 
expert, the Committee asked him to prepare a new estim.c.$e 

of the refugee population which.could serve as the basis 
for actionc 

The estimate of the statistical expert, which the 
Committee believes to be as accurate as circumstances per- 

mit, indicates that the refugees from Israeli-controlled 
territory amount to approximately 711,000. The fact that 
there is a higher number ‘of relief recipients appears to 

be due amon;; other things to duplication of ration cards, 
addition of persons who have been displaced from areas 

other than Israeli-held areas and of persons who, -_. 
although not displaced, are destituteo- 

Bi Item-2 of the Terms of Reference reads as folloss: 

$‘study and recommend to the Commission, a practicable 
method of determining, at the appropriate time, which 
refugees desire to return to their former homes and which 
do not”. 

The Technical Committee felt that it was premature 
to enter into a detailed study of the question of “which 
refugees wish to return to their former homes and which 
do not” 9 because this question involves ultimate political 
decisions. The Committee felt that, beyond the sampling 
of opinion in various camps, a letailed study of this 

question could not be made at press,:::t. 

Nevertheless, refugee opinion as expressed from time 
to time to the Committee was overwhelmingly in favour of 

return to their homes. - In these camps, the refugees, 
when asked if they wished to express any thoughts to the 

Committee,. invariably displayed an extremely emotional 
and deep-seated desire to return to their former homes. 

These opinions were gathered from the refugees themselves3 
The Moukhtars and other spokesrnen a’lso expressed the 

same opinion on behalf of the refugees9 



CC Item ? of the Term_sof Reference reads s--e. _c* afollows: I_ - ,--r&m.- _ -~ e-3-.x. 
:lexamine a?.1 questions that the Commission will 1 

submit to it regarding preliminary measures to be taken fol 
t,Le protection of the rights, property and interests of 
the refugees” 0 

l- @-cZ:q Fami Iti, 
The Commission asked the Technical Committee to con- 

tact the competent Israeli authorities relative to the 
question of dispersed families and practical methods of 
achieving effective reunion of these ?rab families in 
Israel d 1 

The Technical Committee was advised by ?-.e Israeli 
authorities that their present plan for allowing certain 
Arab refugee family members to come back to Israel is not 
to be strictly considered as a plan’for reunion of broken 
families but rather as permitting certain categories of 
Arab persons 9 namely legitimate wife or wives and minor s 
‘unmarried children to join the h53d of the family in Israe: 
provided he is in a position to support them. The 
Committee was advised that certain exceptions may be made 
on compassionate grounds a) 

2. Oraae UL Groves e 
The Technical Committee was also asked by the 

Commission to examine the condition of Arab orange groves 
in Israel relative to the return of Arab owners and worker:, 

The Israeli authorities stated that there was no 
relation between the conservation of orange groves and the 
return to Israel of Arab owners or workers5 It was ex- 

a 
plained that the mechanization of care of orange groves 
required a certain type of labour of which there was 
already a sufficient supply in Israel0 

1 

The Technical.Committee suggested that a mixed Israel: 
Arab working group be established to assist in the examinas 
tion of orange groves; this group to be composed of Arab 

and Israeli experts. and an ,expert from another country n 

In the interests of time it was considered inadvisable for 
the Technical Committee to press for the inclusion of an 
Arab expert in the working group and it was therefore 
decided to proceed with the examination of the groves withld 
the assistance of a French agricultural ex:?erto 



F -6. 

The examination of the Arab-owned orange groves took 
place during a five-day period(from 7-11 July), and during 
this period approximately one-third of these orange groves 
were seen, visited, or examined, Based upon this examination 
and with information provided by the Israeli agriculturalists, 
the expert concluded that if a complete examination of these 
groves within a relatively short time is desired, it would 
require the services of eight agricultural experts working 
for approximately two months. 

Nevertheless, the expert’s report on the five-day exam- 
ination of orange groves ;::-r;r-l’;ted the drawing of certain 
general conclusions: 

a) an average of over 50% of the Arab ora?.? 
plantations can be considered either as dried up 
or destroyed; 

b) approximately 25% of the groves are receiving 
conservatory care or are being improved; 

c> somewhat less than 25% could be saved for pro- 
duction if the necessary hydraulic and other machinery 
could be obtained and immediately put into operation. 

The Technical Committee wishes to point out that the pro- 
blem of orange groves involves the element of compensation, 
as well as conservation, and feels that a mixed working group, 
the creation of which is recommended in paragraph F of this 
report, to examine the problem of compensation for damaged 
property should also be competent to supervise conservatory 
measures now in effect and to recommend additional measures 
if necessary* 

Do -- Item 4 of the Terms of Reference reads as follows: 

“study and recommend to the Commission practicable projects 
for providing immediate work relief for refugees under 
the auspices of the several states concerned”, 

In the course of the survey it was found that, with a 

few exceptions, it is difficult for the refugees to find steady 

employment because of the competition of local labour0 
The Committee concentrated its efforts on those regions 
which for economic and demographic reasons offered 



possibilit&s foi' substantial work relief and rcsettlcncnt, 
na:::cly Arab I-'slostinc, the Hnshenitc Jordan Kingdon and Syria 
however, no enquiry was nade in Iraq, 

The ComittGc feels that itcns 4 and 5 of the tcms of 
rcfcroncc are closely related and that imediate work relief 
for the rcfugeos could be provided within the franework of 
the lar:::cr schcncs for irrigation and/or agricultural. 
dcvelopmn t in the countries concerned, 

The Conr;ittcc wishes to point out that work relief 
projects can take place not only under the auspices of the 
several states conccrncd but could also be sponsored byx 
international organizations, for oxanplc, the UNRPR; by local 
non-profit organizat:",ons, such as the Society for the Arab 
Dcvclopncnt Schcmo 

1; Work in Cnnp,sn, 

A certain mount of work in canps has,&xready been nado 
possible through the assistance of voluntary agencies such as 
the YWCA which has helped establish wonenfs sewing projects 
in scvcr?l canps; this sort of activity should be cncouragcd 
and dcvcloped as far as possible, As another exmplc of the 
type of w3rk which can develop if refugees are provided with 
facilities and expert :;uidance, the Cormittec w,ould like to 
cite the carlp near Buthlahcm where? under the supervision 
of the IRCC9 sonc refugees c?ro spontaneously building stone 
houses on the hills ncarby, They arc in'this way provi&i,ng 
adequate s':>ltc, -0 against the corxhg wintor'afid at the sam ' 
tine freeing the cultivable land on whtch the tents of the 
camp were ori$.nally erected, This new villa~c, constructed 
at a, very sr::lall cost, is grndu.l;;.jr replacing the fomer villa 
of tcntsa Frorl thL r Its achieved here on a small scale 
with insufficient fund 4t bccoms apparent th‘?t substantial 
progress could bc: rmd ith nom adequate funds and full 

:2a 
coopdyzti2n on tha pnkt of locS3. govor?xmnts, 

Therefore, thti co:-irlittl,t; supports the proposal of the 
~RPR fiiiddle East Field Director relative to the establishmn 
of t. "rov9lvin,; fund '1 to finznce certain serif-industrial 
projects and crc:ftwork within the car~ps~ This project would 
invol-ve ?he provision of raw m.torin1.s fgr refugees to r.lako 
int,o finished articles such as rugs, woodwork of ~,?ri.ous kind 
~gbri~i~:~ry, sh jes7 ctc, O D It; alJ&Jczrs that 3-f such a fund 
were crc;;tcxl the r~:fu:;ocs w:)~ld bG boncfitod in scvoral ways: 



by biins {;ivcn work, by bein:; able to u-',.Y.:'.!.ze the arKcles 
whcch %:::v produce, and by bein? able to use their tools and 
mchimry in connection with future repatriation or resettlcnent, 
It is recoznized that the settin: up of such a project would 
undoubtedly favourably influence rlorale in the canps and serve, 
under cmpctent direction, as a kind of vocational training 
progm ;!-:e, It is undcr,‘:':ood th?t the articles nade under this 
project would at present not be placed upon the open rmrkct 
but would be utilized <only by the refugees themselves, 

2. Public Works and (other projects. 

l)flilo it is true that in som instances the imediate 
ol-1ploy!ent of refugees nay be connected with the existence 
detailed plans for the execution of public works and other 

of 

sil:iil;:r projects, it should not be necessary to supcrinpose 

new plrns upon those already existing in the files of local. 
~ovcrmcnts for such projects as road developncnt, rnti- 
mlaria. cmpaign, cont,ouring, reforestation, etco These local 
public works scherms, though incmplctc as to detail, could 
be used to provide work for a certain nmbcr of refugees within 
a relatively short tine, The Technical C,ormittee has nado 
outlines and rbsmbs of certain of these schcnes; Sonc of 

the najor schencs arc as follows: - 

8.) Hasher:ite Jordan Kingdon 
1) Internal plans for road development; 
2) Anti-nalaria campaign; 
3) Drilling wells in region of Azrak, Shirakh and 

possible devclopncnt of Mafrak; 
4) Anti-erosion programe (contouring); 
5) Hydraulic devclopncnt of the left bank of the Jordan 

River, in process of survey0 

1) 
2) 

P’ 
7) 

Road-developnont (Gibbs Survey); 
Railroad dcvclopnent- (Mandate Survey, and Gibbs Survey); 
Port dcvelopncnt at Lattaquia (Gibbs Survey); 
Drainin: mrshcs of Gharb (Mandate Survey); 
Irri::ati,.Jn dcvclopmnt of Djczirch, Khabbur and 
Euphrates valley (Gibbs Survey and Sir,Hcrbert 
Stew,?rtIs estimates); 
Rehabilitation of wells and ditches east of the 
14ohafazats ijf HOKIS ;Ind H;!LICL~ 
Econmic Survey of Syri<a by Gibbs, 1948. 

E. Iten 5 of‘ the T~.rm of Rcforoncc reads as follows8 

~~;1sse!:blo fror-i all avnilr!ble smrces technical infommtion 

t,:! s _, /' ',n previ,ms studies of the ror;ion which would bc useful 



in dctemining the practical possibilities of repatriation, 
resettlcmmt, and rchabiliation of the rcfugecs'1o I 

1. JWmtriation 

In conversations with tho Israeli authorities, the 
Technical Cq-mfttce was advised that thare could be no 
repatriation ,in the sense that Arab refugees would be allowed 
or assisted to return to their fornor hones or villages; 

The Israeli authorities stated that the formr Arab ' 
econony of which the refugees were a part, has ceased to exist 
and there is now only one economy for all of Israelr 

"The ocononic planning system of the Israel governmht 
provides for the crontion and expansion of a highly 
dovelope8, nodcrn and progressive scononic entity, based, 
as in all Middle Eastern countries, on agriculture, but 
conplenented by all qttributes of Modern oCOi:ony, nmely 
industrialization and incrcasin~ly growing building, 
comercial and financial activities, It is obvious that 
the econonic success so far achieved is in no nean neasuro 
due to the honogenoity of the Jewish population which is 
rasponsiblo for a sociological structure quite unique in 
the Middle East, a structure entirely lacking the sharp 
contrast between the rich and the poor so usual in this part! 
of the world, 
'ITho conclusions to be drawn frorJ these facts-for the nethod, 
of tackling the Arab refugee probloB ape obvious0 The cloc1! 
cannot be put back* Since the tine when this prob3.m aroso,i 
the Jewish p,lpulation has increased by 50& The question 1 
of housing the now-caners was partly solved by placing then 
into habitable houses in abandoned Arab towns and vil.bw?s.# 
Immigration continues at an average rate of 800 per day: 
These figures alone give clear indication that the individur? 
return of Arab refugees to their forner places of resideme{ 
is an inpossible thing, Not only can the whole Arab econ- 
onic systen not be sinply restored because its basis has 

] 
: 

practically disappeared, but also the physical return of : 
the Arab niddle-class such as shopkeepers, tradesnon 
professions, 
ibility, 

has becom a physical and geographical 1 
free ; 

npOSS- 
Their houses have gone, their jobs have gone. 

Their previous mans of livelihood have vanished with the 
disintegration of their cconordc organization, Instead, an 
entirely different kind of progressive agricultural as well 
as urban and industrial econmy h3.s Izlade its apwrancc in 
the sam areaI',+ . 

The Technical Comittcc was advised that Arab refugees 
ttcd to return to Israel as part of thi peace scttlcmnt 
thus bo trmtcd as new intzigrants and as such will be 
rated into tho planned cconony of Israel. 

m- --.. -1- 
* Quoted frm pngos 1 - 2 of thti Momrandm on Principles 

%iding the Roscttlaricnt of Arab Refugees, July 28, 1949, 
subr.litted to the Technical Cormittec by Mr, GO Meron, 
EconomLc Division, Israeli Ministry for Foreign Affairs; 
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Rcfugecs would ncc3rdingly bc settled and mploycd in 
confomity with the ccononic needs of that country* The 
Israeli authorities affirmd that the prdblen of roscttling 
the Arab refugees 5~s a nattcr of “group rocstablishmnttl and 
not a netter of individual or farlily repatriation, Sincc- 
Israel does not envisage tho p,ossibility of individual 
repatriation but rather the reestablishmnt of groups of 
Arabs in the Israeli planmd econorly (so different fron the 
traditional ;,rab way of life) it appears roost inportant that 
an international organisn be charged with the protection of 
the Arab M.nority in Israel. 

The Cormittoo feels, now that armistice treaties ham 
been signed by the states bordering on Israel, that som 
cff,orts could probably bc nade to repatriate or raestablish 
displaced Arab rtifugecs who\ fled the so-called threatened 
areas. No accurate estinato of the nurnbcr of such displaced 
persons exists at the nonsnt, but the c'mnting of these 
persons should be :;ivcn special attention. 

2, Ressettlcncnt 

The Comittec would like to point out that, according 
to the IRCC, alon,+ the amistice lines in Arab Palcstinc u 
nainly in Smaria and Ranallah - there live a fairly large 
mmbcr of Arab farmrs whose houses are located on the Arab 
side and whose fields are undor Jewish control0 If these 
farmrs arc not allowed free access to their lands, they nay 
bccom destitute and in need of relief and eventual roscttlc- 
nsnt; 

Another problem related to rcsctt,lcncnt is that of 
refugco concentrations in mngostcd areas such as Gaza and 
parts of Arab Palcstinc. The rofugcc concentrations in 
these poor agricultural zreas'hns an adverse effect upon the 
mommy of' the rei:ions concerned, This ccononic deterior?%ion, 
togcthizr with the intcmirqling of the refugees and the local 
popul:\tion, may ad to the necessity of providing relief not 
only to the ro es but to the local population as well, 
Therefore, i plan of rcscttlcrlent, pri'ority should bc 
given to 2 progressive displaconcnt of'rofugcc camps situ>tcd 
in the congested areasa 



.  

Durirq its efforts to assocble technical data which cou’:d 
bz useful in detcmining, the .pzjnctical; possibflftlcs“ of rosottlc- 
ncnt ‘of the refugees, the Comittoe took partiei.&m note of 
certain plans and projects, as follows: .’ ” 

Schorlo A of ‘ITho Society of the Arab Dovelopknt’ Schcm)t:s. 
s&aJJ scale*, agricIikura1 roscttlenent project for the area 
bctwcen Wadi Nowoina and the Jericho-Allenby Bridge Road. 
kmb Palestine, 
Schorm B of “The ‘Society or the Arab Dcvolopaont Schom” : 
Asmzr. scale agricultural resett3cnont pro joct tir the area ,.. 
between the Wadi Qilt and Jericho-Allenby Bridge Road; Arab 
Palestine, 

P&an for the hydraulic dovolopnont of the ,leflt bank of the 
Jordm River, $n process of survey, Hashenite Jordan 
Kingdon; 

Plan for the iTrig.ation dovclopncnt of Djezireh, Khabbur 
and Euphrates valley (Gibbs Survey and Sir Herbert Stcwartjs 
ostinates) a Syria, 
PXm for draining the narshes of Gharb (Mandate), Syria. 
Project for the rehabilitation of wells and ditches east 
of the Mohafazats of Hous and Hana, Syria, 

A snail resettlencnt schene is already under ‘way near 
Jericho, financed and under the direction of the Society of the 
Arab Dcvelopncnt Schone, The first water well has been drilled ’ 
and refugees have applied in large nunbers to .be.pemitted to 
becone mnbsrs of this first mall resettlencnt project, However 
the director of the project needs expert technical’advice, well- 
drilling nachinerp and other support for the project,, The 
Technical Comittee Tcconmnds that irrigation, agricultural and 
sanitary experts be made available in the Middle,East as soon 
as possible to exmlne and guide the efforts of this first 
concrete resettlencnt *project, 

With the cooperation of the governments concerned, thme 
experts would also exanine and ‘deterr3.fi.e the value and feasib.21.i: 

existing pLans and projects; deternine the 
f suitable lands and their c,apacity for absorbing J , , :. ,. . . _ . . . 

. 
Whatever. fuhds ake* nade’avnilabk -for. re&&tlerrent of 

refugees, and hdwever large the plans dre, it should be stressed 
,am-rr-z- r..w 
-* An Arab 6-t organi?ation, 

which has for its object’ Oraisdn 
with he,adquartcrs in Jerusalem 

4 
the sttindard of living of th 

fcllaheen, economically, culture ly and sociallyOif 



. 

that the pr0ces.s. of resettling these persons will of necessity 
bc progressive, It will be necessary to direct most carefully 
the movement of the, refugees to net! places, taking into 
considera ticon their religion, health, occupation and previous 
way of life, It would also be advisable to resettle these . 
refugees in a climate and milieu resembling their former 
one as closely as possible, . 

Fb Item 6 of the Terms of Reference reads as foL_&wsW: 

%tudy the question and practicable methods for the 
.. payment of compensation to refugees not choosing to 

return to their hones and for loss or damage to 
property which under principles of international law 
or in equi,ty should be made good by the ,governments or 
authorities responsiblell, 

After full ‘discussion .with the interested governments: 
certain organizations and individuals, the TechnLcal Committee 
has concluded that it is necessary to establish under the 
Conciliation Commission a mixed Arab-Israel5 working group 
on property conpensation supervised by a United Nations or 
neutral expert, This group could b e authorized to set up 
sub-committees and work on (1) the supervision of conservation 
of existing properties including orange groves; (2) the 
determination of ownership of property; and, (3) the evaluation 
of property damages including orange groves, This working group 
and its sub-committees would be assisted by a legal adviser, 
The Committee has available the names of certain Grab experts 
in the field of property compensation such as lawyers, land- 
evaluers, and economists, .who could serve on a working group 
or its sub-committees, 

As to compensation for damaged property, this working 
group might find it useful to take preliminary steps towards 
gathering certain basic doca:ents, for, exanple 7 the rJicrofitied 

copies of property registrations now in the British Colonial 
Office in London; , ,’ 

Conclusions 

1, Number of re~fugces, origin, occu~a~i~V~c.O o 

, The Committee feels that the, statistical expG:rt;‘:: estimate 
of the total number of refugees is the most accurate which 
can be nade under .prc,sent mnditions’, 

e 
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Ncvczthclcss the collection of precise data on place 
of origin, occupation, etc, of individuals and'fanilies 
romins essential for purposes of repatriation and/or 
rcscttlcnoqt. 

To make nore conplctc the infornation already existing 
in the files of the relief organizations and to obtain 
orir;inal data where non-existent, the Connittea, after 
consultation with the statistical expert and the UNRPR 
felt it necessary that Al. snail special staff be created 
for this purpose ,under the direction of the UNRPR, 

2, Continuation of Direct Relief, -. .--_cu 
The Connittoe s,trongly reconnends the continuation of 

the direct relief programe under the auspices of the UNRRR,~ 
at the sane tine cnphasizing the desirability of phasing oUti 
the direct relief progranne in favour of work relief and 
self-support at the earliest possible nonent;. 

30 Condition of Rcfqee.2 in Cam. 

In view of the relatively linited resources available j 
to the organizations concerned with the relief of a vast ,I 
nunbcr of ncedy'porsons,. the food, shelter and sanitary 1 
conditions in thc'canps ,ay be considered as tolerable: 
There is a need for more facilities for hospit zation and' 
isolation of serious contagious diseases in most areas; I 
The Technical Connlttee noted with interest the efforts 
already made in canps by the three relief organizations9 
and by other organizations to provide schooling for the' 
refugee children, but they are handicapped by a lack of 
sufficient school nnterials,, 

It is apparent that the norale 0:: ';he refugees in the 
cmps suffers fron lack of w'ork and lack of future, and it 
thcrcforc appears useful to give then every possibility to 
iclp2ove their nornle and their naterial situation by giving 
them SOLE kind of productive work; The Comittee supports 
the principle of the UNRPR revolving fund nentioned on page 
paragraph lof this report, which would provide,the refugees 
with the necessary raw naterials and tools to enable then 
to product necessary articles, 



4, Repatriation 

'The inportancc of creating an international body to 
deal with the repatriation of the refugees should be cuphasizcd, 
This body could be a unit of a larger organisn which would 
adninistcr both repatriation and rcscttlcnent, 

50 Rescttlcmnt 

The Comittec wishes to stress the fact that the rcscttle- 
nent of the refugees involves obtaining the approval of the 
governments concerned, the developnent of feasible plans, local 
contributions and internc.tional..financial ass‘istancc, and other 
clecents requiring careful preparation:over a period of tine, 
Thercfore the Technical Cor.ulittce is convinced that a double 
approach should be made to th.is problen - ir.mcdiate action 

I and a long-range progrcmcO 

Under the heading of ir.lmdiatc action, the Cmxittoe 
rccocmends the despatchin 2 of a tean including irrigation, 
agriculttiral and sanitary experts, The long-range pro~rarme 
involves the creation of a depariment to adninister the Arab 

resettlcnent progrmme in the Middle East, 

.6; : Displaced Persons and persons livin,? alonp the Armistice 
lines. 

The Comittee believes that the tirm has corn to take all 
possible masures to reestablish the displaced persons who 
fled the so-called threatened areas, 

For those persons living along the Amistico lines? the 
Comittec reconnonds that all possible action be taken to give 

then free access to their lands; '*o avoid their bcconing 
dLLsti~utc,, 

70 Conpensation for Dalnaged Property, 

The survey of the Comittee has indicated the advisability 
of establishing a nixed Arab-Israeli workin!: group, under the 
direction of the United Nations and with',the assistance of 
neutral experts, to supervise the conservatory rxasures being 
taken with respect to Arab orange groves and all other Arab 
propert?.es in Israel and to 'deal with the problen of conpens- 
ation as a whole, 



8; Proposed organizationnl plan 

In view of the intricate Arab refugee problem in the 
Middle East, and the certainty that these problem cannot 
be resolved in a period of months, the Technical Cormittoo 
proposes a plan of an organization to deal with this problm 
in both its imediate and long range aspacts ( See Annox 8; 
The Comittec in proposing this organization took into 
consideration the possibi1it.y of the rcscttlenent of a large 
number of Arab refugees outside Israel, 

The Connittoe has seen for itself the great contrlbutic 
which are being l?lado in the Middle East by international and 
non-‘$0 vcrnncntal organizations in helping the refugees; It 
is extrencly inportant from the point of view of efficiency 
and economy that this oxporience, knowledge, and existing 
adninistration be utilized as far as possible in the setting 
up of new or additional services,, 

The Comittee .tiishes to stress the inportanco of 
coordinating the efforts of the various United Nations 
organizations now at work on the Arab refugee problem with 
those of any future services to be established, 
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